
Planning Commission Meeting 3/18/14 
 

CITY OF BELMONT 
 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

SUMMARY MINUTES  
 

TUESDAY, MARCH 18, 2014 - 7:00 PM 
 
 

Chair Herbach called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at One Twin Pines Lane, City Hall Council 
Chambers.   
 
1. ROLL CALL  
 
Commissioners Present:   Herbach, Mercer, Goldfarb, Hold, Kim, Hurt, MacDonald   
Commissioners Absent:   None   
 
Staff Present:        Community Development Director de Melo, City Attorney Rennie,  
                                    Senior Planner DiDonato, Contract Planner, Knapp, Recording Secretary Turning  
 
2. AGENDA AMENDMENTS  
 
3.  COMMUNITY FORUM (Public Comments)  
 
4. CONSENT CALENDAR  

Consent Calendar items are considered to be routine and will be enacted by one motion.  There 
will be no separate discussion on these items unless members of the Commission, staff or public 
request specific items to be removed for separate action. 
 
4A.  Minutes of March 4, 2014 
 

MOTION: By Commissioner Hold seconded by Commissioner Mercer to approve the Minutes 
of 3/4/14 as presented.    

 
Ayes:       Hold, Mercer, Goldfarb, Kim, Hurt, MacDonald, Herbach,  
Noes:       None  
 
Motion passed:  7/0 
 
5.         PUBLIC HEARING 
5A.   PUBLIC HEARING – 1001 and 1041 Old County Road (699 Ralston Avenue) (Continued 
from 12/17/13 Planning Commission Meeting) 
To consider a Conditional Use Permit, Grading Plan, Tree Removal Permit, and Design Review to 
construct a new gasoline station, food mart and carwash.  (Appl. No. 2011-0043) 
APN: 040-332-140 & 040-332-230; Zoned: C-3 and C-4 (Highway & Service Commercial)  
CEQA Status: Mitigated Negative Declaration 
APPLICANT: Muthana Ibrahim   
OWNER: Jon Greco   
PROJECT PLANNER: Damon DiDonato, (650) 637-2908  
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Senior Planner DiDonato and Environmental Specialist Knapp summarized Reports.  
 
Staff, along with the applicant, project architect and the sound engineer responded to questions 
from the Commission. 
 
No requests to speak on this matter were received from the public.  
 
Chair Herbach confirmed no one on the commission had any ex-parte communications with 
anyone on this project. 
 

Discussion ensued. 
 

MOTION: By Commissioner Mercer seconded by Commissioner Goldfarb to move the 
Resolution of the Planning Commission of the City of Belmont Adoping a Mitigated 
Negative Declaration of Environmental Significance and a Mitigation Monitoring 
and Reporting Program for the Construction of a Car Wash, Food Mart and 
Gasoline Station on Two Lots at 1001 and 1041 Old County Road (Appl.No. 2011-
0043) 

 
Ayes:        Mercer, Goldfarb, Kim, Hurt, MacDonald, Herbach 
Noes:        Hold  
 
Motion passed:  6/1 
 
Chair Herbach noted this item can be appealed within 10 calendar days. 
 
MOTION: By Commissioner Goldfarb seconded by Commissioner MacDonald to move the 

Resolution of the Planning Commission of the City of Belmont Approving a 
Conditional Use Permit, Design Review Grading Plan and Tree Removal Permit for 
the Construction of a Car Wash, Food Mart and Gasoline Station on Two Lots at 
1001 and 1041 Old County Road (APN: 040-332-140 & 040-332-230) with the 
additional conditions: a landscape plan be returned to staff to include replacement of 
the emerald gold to a more drought tolerant species such as grasses not evergreen 
shrubs, should fencing be included, location of  fencing to be shown on plans,  staff will 
work with the Fire and Water Department for potential landscape screening of the back 
flow device,  staff will work with Public Works and the Police Department for the 
potential placement of ballard’s on Ralston Avenue to  prevent left turns into the site. 

 
Ayes:        Goldfarb, MacDonald, Mercer, Kim, Hurt, Herbach 
Noes:        Hold  
 
Motion passed:  6/1 
 
Chair Herbach noted this item can be appealed within 10 calendar days. 
 
9:00 pm  - Chair Herbach requested a 5 minute Break. 
9:05 pm  - meeting resumed.  
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6.         Election of the Planning Commission Chair/Vice Chair 
 
Motion by Commissioner Mercer seconded by Commissioner Kim to nominate Commissioner 
Herbach as Chair. 
 
Motion passed by show of hands 7/0 
 
Motion by Commissioner Mercer to nominate Commissioner Hold as Vice Chair. 
 
Motion passed by show of hands 5/2 
 
7.         Appointment of the Tree Board Committee Members (2) 
 
Commissioners Hurt and Hold volunteered to represent the Planning Commission on Tree Board 
Committee. 
 
Director de Melo noted the next meeting would be held on either April 2 or June 4, 2014. 
  
 
8.   REPORTS, STUDIES AND UPDATES: 
8A. Caltrain Modernization Program/High Speed Rail –No Report 
8B.     Ralston/US-101 Landscape Project – No Report.  For future updates, this item will be placed 

on the Agenda once per month. 
 
 Director de Melo noted the link to the Belmont Website to access the Notice, Initial Study 

and Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Autobahn Project had been forwarded to the 
Commission.  This project is scheduled for the May 6, 2014 Planning Commission Meeting. 

 
9.  City Council Meeting of Tuesday, March 25, 2014 – 7:30 PM 
  Liaison: Chair Herbach 
            Alternate Liaison: Commissioner Kim 
 
Meeting Adjourned:  9:15 pm 
 
10.       ADJOURNMENT: 
Adjournment To: Tuesday, April 1, 2014 - 7:00 PM for a Planning Commission Meeting at 
Belmont City Hall. 
 
Information on the applications to be considered at this meeting may be obtained from the City of Belmont Planning Division, 
One Twin Pines Lane, Suite # 110, CA, 94002, 650/595-7417.  This meeting will be televised and web streamed.  In 
compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please 
contact: 650-637-2999.  Notification in advance of the meeting will enable the city to make reasonable arrangements to ensure 
accessibility to this meeting. 
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