
CITY OF BELMONT 
 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

SUMMARY MINUTES  
 

TUESDAY, APRIL 2, 2013, 7:00 PM 
 

Chair Parsons called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at One Twin Pines Lane, City Hall Council 
Chambers.   
 
1. ROLL CALL  
 
Commissioners Present:   Parsons, Herbach, Mercer, Frautschi, d’Souza, Hold, Goldfarb 
Commissioners Absent: None 
 
Staff Present:        Community Development Director de Melo, City Attorney Rennie, Recording 

Secretary Turning  
 
2. AGENDA AMENDMENTS – None 
 
3.  COMMUNITY FORUM (Public Comments) - None   
 
4.  CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
4A. Planning Commission Minutes of March 5, 2013 
   
MOTION: By Commissioner Frautschi, seconded by Vice Chair Herbach, to approve the 

Minutes of March 5, 2013.  
 
  Ayes:  Frautschi, Herbach, d’Souza, Parsons 
  Noes:  None 
  Abstain: Hold, Goldfarb, Mercer 
 
5.      PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
5A.   PUBLIC HEARING – 1900 Ralston Avenue (Continued from December 18, 2012 Planning 

Commission Meeting) 
 
To consider a Conditional Use Permit to allow an office use (Chase Bank) to replace a retail use, Design 
Review for partial demolition and remodeling of an existing commercial building, and a Tree Removal 
Permit for the project. (Appl. No. PA2012-0007)   
APN: 044-303-080; Zoned: C-1 (Neighborhood Commercial) 
CEQA Status: Categorical Exemption per Section 15303 
APPLICANT: Chase Bank - Drew Bardet    
OWNER: Jae Roh  
PROJECT PLANNER: Carlos de Melo, 650-595-7440  
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Chair Parsons verified that no Commissioners had any ex parte communication with anyone involved 
with this project. 
 
Director de Melo summarized the Staff Report and answered questions from the Commission. 
 
Project Applicant Lee Garrido, Chase Bank, addressed the Commission. 
 
Chair Parsons opened the Public Hearing. There were no requests to speak. 
 
MOTION: By Commissioner Frautschi, seconded by Commissioner Mercer, to close the Public 

Hearing.  Motion passed 7/0 by a show of hands. 
 
Discussion ensued. 
 
MOTION: By Commissioner Frautschi, seconded by Commissioner Mercer, to adopt the 
resolution approving the Conditional Use Permit, Design Review for 1900 Ralston Avenue 
(PA2012-0007) with the return of the Tree Removal and Landscape/Irrigation Plan to include  
Parking Lot Lighting/Layout and Sidewalk plans for the project.  An additional Condition for a 
formal written parking agreement with Vivace Restaurant to be included in the project. 
 
Community Development Director de Melo will return to the Commission at their following  
meeting with a resolution. Staff to determine appropriate language to include “National Bank and 
Commercial Retail Operation on Site” in the Conditions.  
 
  Ayes: Goldfarb, Mercer, Frautschi, Herbach, Parsons 
  Noes: Hold, d’Souza 
 
  Motion passed 5/2. 
 
Chair Parsons stated that this item can be appealed to the City Council within 10 calendar days. 
 
6.        NEW BUSINESS: 
  
6A. Discussion Item – Building Height Definition/Measurement - 

Community Development Director introduced the topic on amending the Zoning Code for 
this item and provided copies of height requirements from several local cities including 
Belmont, San Carlos, Los Altos Hills, Saratoga, and Menlo Park.  Discussion ensued, staff 
will return to the Commission at a later date providing additional information as requested 
by the Commission.  Chair Parsons requested that several previous Commissioners be 
notified of the meeting date as well.      

 
7. REPORTS, STUDIES AND UPDATES: 
 
7A. Caltrain Modernization Program/High Speed Rail –  
 Peninsula Cities Consortium Group will meet at 8:15 am April – June on the first Friday of 

each month in the Belmont Council Chambers. 
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7B.      Ralston/US-101 Landscape Project – Nothing to report 
 
7C. Tree Board –  Parks and Recreation is anticipated to replace two Tree Board members at 

their Commission Meeting to be held tomorrow night. 
 
7D. Priority Calendar Update - Community Development Director noted City Council would 

review and adopt the 2013/2014 budget as well as provide a Priority Calendar Update at 
their April 9, 2013 meeting. 

 
 Commissioner Frautschi asked that the Commission be notified of the next Owner/Builder 

Workshop. 
 
 Chair Parsons asked staff to review the file for the IHOP Restaurant and require 

replacement of the dead tree in their parking lot should conditions allow.   
 
8. CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF TUESDAY, APRIL 9, 2013 - 7:30 P.M. 
  
Liaison:  Chair Parsons 
Alternate Liaison: Commissioner Frautschi 
 
9. ADJOURNMENT:   
The meeting was adjourned at 8:56 p.m. to a Regular Planning Commission Meeting on Tuesday, April 
16, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. in Belmont City Hall.  
 
 
 
___________________________ 
Carlos de Melo 
Planning Commission Secretary 
 

 
Planning Commission Meetings are Audio Recorded and Video Taped.  

CD’s of Planning Commission Meetings are available in the 
Community Development Department  

Please call (650) 595-7417 to schedule an appointment. 
 

 I:/Planning Com/Min04022013 
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