
 
 
 
 

CITY OF BELMONT 
 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

TUESDAY, MARCH 5, 2013, 7:00 PM 
 

Vice Chair Parsons called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at One Twin Pines Lane, City Hall Council 
Chambers.   
 
1. ROLL CALL  
 
Commissioners Present:   Parsons, Herbach, Reed, Horton, Frautschi, d’Souza 
Commissioners Absent: Mercer 
 
Staff Present:        Senior Planner DiDonato, City Attorney Rennie, Associate Planner Gill,    

Recording Secretary Turning  
 
2. AGENDA AMENDMENTS -  None 
  
3.  COMMUNITY FORUM (Public Comments) - None   
 
4.  CONSENT CALENDAR - None 
 
5.         OLD BUSINESS: 
5A.      181 Virginia Avenue – Review of Final Landscape/Hardscape Plan 
 
Associate Planner Rob Gill summarized the project and answered questions for the Commission. 
Discussion ensued regarding the amount of hardscape on the property. 
 
MOTION:  By Commissioner Horton failed for a lack of a seconded. 
 
MOTION:  By Commissioner Frautschi seconded by Commissioner d’Souza to adopt the 
Resolution of the Planning Commission of the City of Belmont Approving a Final 
Landscape/Hardscape Plan at 181 Virginia Avenue – Application Number 2012-0008 with the 
added condition to remove the parking pad to the left of the driveway and bring back a landscape 
plan for Staff to review.  
 
Ayes:      d’Souza, Herbach, Parsons 
Noes:      Horton, Reed 
Abstain:  Frautschi 
Absent:   Mercer 
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6.    PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
6A. PUBLIC HEARING – 524 Middle Road: To consider a Single Family Design Review to construct 
a 779 square foot addition to the existing 2,675 square foot single family residence for a total of 3,455 
square feet that is below the zoning district permitted 3,500 square feet for the site.  
(Appl. No. PA2012-0052)   
Zoned: R-1A Single Family Residential 
CEQA Status: Categorical Exemption per Section 15301 
Applicant/Owners: Kiran & Chhavi Mehta 
Project Planner: Rob Gill 650-598-4204 
 
Chair Parsons determined that no Commissioners had any ex partee communication with anyone 
involved with this project. 
 
Associate Planner Rob Gill summarized the project providing clarification on private views and 
answering questions from the Commission. 
 
Applicant Kiran Mehta introduced himself and his family to the Commission. 
 
Chair Parsons opened the Public Hearing. 
 
Neighbor S. Almaula noted privacy concerns regarding the addition.  
 
Architect Jose Giadamuz addressed questions from the Commission. 
 
MOTION:  by Commissioner Horton seconded by Commissioner Reed to close the Public Hearing. 
Motion passed by show of hands 6/0 with Chair Mercer absent. 
 
Further discussion ensued.  Recommendations on the project were provided to the applicant from the 
Commission. 
 
MOTION:  By Commissioner Horton seconded by Commissioner Reed to adopt the Resolution of 
the Planning Commission of the City of Belmont Approving a Single Family Design review at 524 
Middle Road – Application Number 2012-0052 with the added condition to photograph the yard to 
preserve plant material. 
 
Ayes:    Horton, Reed, d’Souza, Herbach, Frautschi, Parsons 
Noes:    None 
Absent: Mercer 
 
Motion passed:  6/0/1 
 
Chair Parsons stated that this item may be appealed to the City Council within 10 calendar days. 
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6B. PUBLIC HEARING – 2612 Read Avenue: To consider a Single Family Design Review to 
construct a 1,346 square foot addition to the existing 1,246 square foot single family residence for a total 
of 2,592 square feet that is below the zoning district permitted 3,500 square feet for the site. 
 (Appl. No. PA2012-0059)   
Zoned: R-1B Single Family Residential 
CEQA Status: Categorical Exemption per Section 15303 
Applicant/Owners: John Uozumi and YiYi Cheng 
Project Planner: Damon DiDonato 650-637-2908 
 
Chair Parsons determined that no Commissioners had any ex partee communication with anyone 
involved with this project. 
 
Senior Planner DiDonato summarized the Staff Report responding to questions of the Commission. 
 
Applicant John Uozumi thanked the Commission for their review of the project. 
 
Chair Parsons opened the Public Hearing. 
 
There were no requests to speak from the public. 
 
MOTION:  By Commissioner Reed seconded by Commissioner Horton to close the Public Hearing. 
Motion passed by show of hands 6/0 with Chair Mercer absent. 
 
Discussion ensued.  The Commission provided the applicant with recommendation on the project. 
 
MOTION:  By Commissioner Reed seconded by Commissioner Horton to adopt the Resolution of 
the Planning Commission of the City of Belmont Approving a Single Family Design Review at 2612 
Read Avenue – Application Number 2012-0059. 
 
Ayes:    Reed, Horton, Frautschi, d’Souza, Herbach, Parsons 
Noes:    None 
Absent: Mercer 
 
Motion passed 6/0/1 
 
Chair Parsons stated that this item may be appealed to the City Council within 10 calendar days. 
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7. REPORTS, STUDIES AND UPDATES: 
 
7A. Caltrain Modernization Program/High Speed Rail – Nothing to report 
7B.       Ralston/US-101 Landscape Project – Nothing to report 
 
            On behalf of Staff, Senior Planner DiDonato thanked Commissioner Horton and 

Commissioner Reed for their years of service on the Commission. 
 
            Chair Parsons requested the Ralston Corridor Study project and the Tree Board be placed 

on the next Planning Commission Agenda for discussion. 
 
            Chair Parsons expressed his gratitude and thanked Commissioner Horton and 

Commissioner Reed for their years of service on the Planning Commission. 
 
8.  CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF TUESDAY, MARCH 12, 2013 – 7:30 PM 

     
Liaison:    Commissioner Herbach  
Alternate Liaison: Commissioner d’Souza 
 
     

9.       ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m. to a Regular Planning Commission Meeting on Tuesday, 
March 19, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. in Belmont City Hall. 
 
 
___________________________ 
Carlos de Melo 
Planning Commission Secretary 
 

 
Planning Commission Meetings are Audio Recorded and Video Taped.  

CD’s of Planning Commission Meetings are available in the 
Community Development Department  

Please call (650) 595-7417 to schedule an appointment. 
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