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SECTION 25 SIGNAL RECEIVING OR TRANSMITTING ANTENNAS 

Editor’s note: current through Ordinance 2021-1159 

25.1 PURPOSE: The City Council finds that the installation and maintenance of parabolic 
(satellite-dish type) signal, ham radio, and other large receiving or transmitting antennas 
affect the safety and welfare of residents of the City of Belmont by increasing the potential 
for property damage and personal injury during periods of high velocity wind. The City of 
Belmont is subject to strong winds due to steep terrain and a peninsular location which 
constitute an actual danger to property and the public.  

Further, the erection of antennas may affect the aesthetic quality of life by creating 
unattractive appurtenances to buildings, blocking and degrading views, and creating visual 
clutter. In order to protect and preserve the health, safety, welfare, and aesthetic quality of 
life it is necessary to establish standards and procedures for the erection and maintenance of 
antennas. Due to their size and the associated magnitude of visual and aesthetic impact, it is 
the purpose of this ordinance to regulate roof-mounting of satellite-dish type antennas in 
residential areas, by limiting the size of satellite-dish type antennas in order to further 
promote safety and protect the public aesthetics. The standards contained in this ordinance 
are the least necessary to obtain the community objectives of promoting public safety and 
aesthetic quality while providing for reasonable signal access.1,2 

25.2 PERMIT REQUIRED: No antenna shall be constructed or erected without first obtaining 
the necessary building and conditional use permit required by this chapter, unless 
determined to be exempt by the Director of Planning. 

25.3 EXEMPTION FROM USE PERMIT REQUIREMENT: The following antennas are 
exempt from the conditional use permit requirements: 

25.3.1 Standard UHF/VHF television and FM/AM radio antennas designed for receiving signals 
from ground-based broadcast systems and mono-pole and similar type communications 
antennas, provided all such antennas meet the following criteria: 

(a) Roof- or building-mounted antennas shall not exceed 9 feet in height or 4 feet above 
the highest roof elevation, whichever is less.  

(b) Roof- or building- mounted antennas shall be placed at the eave edge of the rear roof 
line, in situations where such a placement will decrease visibility from the public 
rights-of-way. 

(c) Ground-mounted antennas shall not exceed 12 feet in height and shall be obscured 
from view from public rights-of-way by structures or landscaping. 

(d) Motor vehicle mounted antennas intended to provide two-way communication during 
vehicle operation. 

 
1 Added by Ord. #910, 10/24/96 
2 Amended by Ord. 2021-1159, 10/26/2021  
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25.3.2 Antennas installed for use by a governmental agency for the purpose of protecting the 
public health, safety, and welfare.   

25.3.3 Dish-type antennas which meet all of the following criteria: 

(a) The antenna is placed on the ground between the rear of the main structure and the rear 
property line, and is setback at least five (5) feet from all property lines. 

(b) The antenna is no greater than 6 feet in diameter and not greater than seven (7) feet in 
height.  

(c) The antenna is obscured from view from public rights-of-way by structures or 
landscaping. 

25.3.4 Antennas used for personal wireless services as defined in 47 U.S.C. Section 1455.  

25.4 APPLICATION FOR PERMIT: Conditional use permit applications for antennae defined 
by section 2.9.1 (antennae not part of a wireless communication facility) shall be filed with 
the Planning Department and accompanied by a processing fee as may be set by Council 
resolution.  In addition to the use permit application requirements of Section 11 the 
applicant shall provide the following information: 3 

25.4.1 The location of any electrical or signal transmitting wires or cables to be used, and  

25.4.2 The specific antenna support devices to be used, and  

25.4.3 The proposed method of screening the antenna to make it as inconspicuous as possible and 
to help it blend into the surrounding area, and 

25.4.4 Elevation drawings illustrating the placement, color, and material of the antenna. 

25.4.5 An application for a dish-type antenna shall be accompanied by: 

(a) An independent evaluation of signal access for the three most feasible, alternate ground 
locations.  The evaluation shall assess signal access for antennas ranging from 4 ½ feet 
in diameter and up at each of these locations.  The evaluation shall be prepared by a 
consultant selected by the Planning Department and paid for by the applicant.  The 
evaluation shall indicate the percentage of satellites that can be accessed from the 
various alternate locations and whether the various signal strengths are adequate for use 
with television having screens no larger than 25 inches.  

(b) Wind-load calculations for antennas less than 30% open as specified in the Uniform 
Building Code. 

25.5 EMPLACEMENT STANDARDS FOR ANTENNAE NOT PART OF A WIRELESS 
COMMUNICATION FACILITY: 4 

 
3 Amended by Ord. #910, 10/24/96 
4 Amended by Ord. #910, 10/24/96 
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25.5.1 No antenna shall be placed within a front yard setback area required for a main structure in 
the zoning district applicable to the antenna location. 

25.5.2 No antenna shall be placed closer than five (5) feet to any property line.   

25.5.3 No dish-type antenna shall be larger than 10 feet in diameter. 

25.5.4 No ground-mounted dish-type antenna shall exceed 11 feet in height. 

25.5.5 Dish-type antennas shall not be placed on the roof of a building in an area designated as 
residential by the General Plan. 

25.6 PERMIT REVIEW AND FINDINGS FOR ANTENNAE NOT PART OF A WIRELESS 
COMMUNICATION FACILITY: 4 

25.6.1 Application processing: All conditional use permits required by this chapter shall be subject 
to the provisions in Section 11, Conditional Use Permits. 

25.6.2 Findings: Prior to approval of a conditional use permit required by this chapter the hearing 
body shall, in addition to the required findings of Section 11.5.1, find as follows: 

(a) There is no other location on the site for the proposed antenna which would result in a 
less conspicuous or more aesthetically pleasing installation while still providing 
reasonable signal access; and, 

(b) The antenna is the smallest possible while still allowing reasonable signal access; and, 

(c) The proposed use will not result in an aesthetically offensive installation, open to 
public view, due to its location, design, height, color, or method of screening; and, 

(d) Based upon a review of the submitted information by the Building Inspection 
Department, the proposed use will not create a safety hazard.  

(e) Emplacement standards of section 25.5 are met or a variance has been approved for any 
standard not met. 

25.7 WIRELESS COMMUNICATION FACILITIES (REPEALED)5,6 

 
5 Added by Ord. 910, 10/24/1996 
6 Repealed by Ord. 2021-1159, 10/26/2021. See Belmont City Code Chapter 35 for wireless regulations applicable to private 
property and BCC Chapter 22, Article 8 for wireless regulations applicable to facilities in the right of way. 


