QY 0p Parking and Traffic Safety Committee (PTSC)
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Wednesday, October 4, 2023

Zoom Video Conference Meeting
One Twin Pines Lane
Belmont, CA 94002

COMMITTEE  Peter Brown, Public Works Director, Public Works Department
MEMBERS Tracy Scramaglia, Assistant Public Works Director, Public
PRESENT Works Department
Elizabeth Wada, Associate Engineer, Public Works Department
Matt Hoang, Associate Engineer, Public Works Department
Brandon Tyler, Public Works Services Manager, Public Works
Department
Ryan Moran, Streets Supervisor, Public Works Department
Eric Gonzales, Officer, Police Department
Melinda Martin, Fire Inspector, San Mateo Consolidated Fire
Department

I. Introduction

Assistant Public Works Director Scramaglia called the meeting to order at 1:35 P.M., and each
committee member provided self-introductions. Assistant Public Works Director Scramaglia
provided a brief introduction and overview d the City of Belmont Parking and Traffic Safety
Committee (PTSC) Meeting Agenda, which included the following items:

Discussion on items not on the agenda
Item #1 — Manzanita Avenue (#130)
Item #2 — Speed Cushion Policy (informational only)

Item #3 — Sidewalk Installation Policy (informational only)

I1. Items not on the Agenda

Resident Comment:
Taimur Khan was concerned about the speeding on Hallmark Drive and the accidents that may
happen as an effect.

Assistant Public Works Director Scramaglia responded by letting the resident know that they
cannot install a speed bump due to Hallmark Drive being a collector street because of the
amount of car traffic. The Public Works Department cannot install any of the suggested items
because the street does not qualify as unsafe.



Resident Comment:
Giuliano Carlini spoke on his desire to improve cycling infrastructure and protected bike lanes
on heavily traveled parts on Ralston Avenue.

Public Works Director Brown responded by letting the resident know that they are delayed on
installing vertical delineators on the curb at Ralston Avenue and that he was told that in
October, the delineators will go in.

Resident Comment:

Evangeline is concerned about the safety of pedestrian walking on Pine Knoll Drive and voices
a problem about the easement at the end of the street where someone fenced it off. She states
that the easement would create a safe access point for the children in the neighborhood to get
to the bus stop.

Director Brown responded by letting the resident know that easement is a sewer easement that
is preserved for maintenance. Director Brown said that the chances of turning it into a
pedestrian walkway is very low. Assistant Director Scramaglia then added that one cannot
install permanent structures on sewer easements, however, a fence is allowed.

I11. Item #1 — Manzanita Avenue (#130)
Assistant Public Works Director Scramaglia discussed the first agenda item, Manzanita
Avenue. Director Scramaglia explained where the No Parking on Monday’s, 6 A.M. to 10
A .M. signs are planned to be placed on Manzanita Avenue. Director Scramaglia’s explanation
was accompanied by a brief slide show.

Resident Comment:

Resident Brett Gentry was inquiring about where the signs will be placed and their
effectiveness. Gentry along with residents Angela Peters, Mario S., and Helene were also
concerned about emergency vehicles being able to travel through the avenue.

Fire Inspector Melinda Martin explained that streets where Recology has difficulty traveling
through are also streets the Fire Department struggles with. Fire Inspector Martin adds she will
check with the faculties manger and will get back to the committee about their findings.

Resident Comment:
Residents Mario S. and Helene shared their concerns on the avenue frequently being blocked by
parked cars.

Director Scramaglia directed residents to the City’s website to submit a formal request to the
Parking and Traffic Safety Committee to have this issue reviewed and added to the next meeting
agenda.

IV. Item #2 — Speed Cushion Policy

Associate Engineer Matt Hoang discussed the second agenda item, the Speed Cushion Policy
(formerly Speed Hump Policy). Engineer Hoang explained the background of the policy, the
difference between the speed hump and speed cushion policy, and the policy’s details. Engineer
Hoang’s explanation was accompanied by a brief slide show.



Resident Comment:
Resident Taimur Khan inquired about the change in policy.

Engineer Hoang explained that the change from speed humps to speed cushions is the preferred
method by fire and police department for emergency vehicles.

Resident Comment:
Giuliano Carlini inquired about speed humps and speed cushions on Hudson Street in Redwood
City.

Engineer Hoang responded by explaining how Hudson Street is in a different agency and that the
City of Belmont followed vehicle codes and requirements when street classifications.

V. Item #3 — Sidewalk Installation Policy

Assistant Director Scramaglia discussed the third agenda item, the Sidewalk Installation Policy.
Assistant Director Scramaglia explained the existing policy and the changes made to the policy.
Assistant Director Scramaglia’s explanation was accompanied by a brief slide show.

The changes to the policy include removing the Deferred Improvement Agreement, an addition to
valuation requirements for sidewalk installation, a revision of the Exception process, and a
change to the format of the policy.

Resident Comment:
Jim Ray voiced concern that streets in the hills are very narrow and if sidewalks were installed, it
would decrease the space to park on the street.

Assistant Director Scramaglia responded to Jim Ray’s parking comment by informing them that
the sidewalks are constructed into the public right of way, rather than expanding out onto the
street. Assistant Director Scramaglia also adds that there is no state mandate to install parking on
streets because the public right of way is used for the passage of vehicles.

Next steps: Public Works post the Speed Cushion Policy and Sidewalk Installation Policy on the
city’s website. Staff bring Manzanita Avenue to City Council.

VI. Adjournment

Associate Engineer Scramaglia adjourned the meeting at 3:00 P.M.
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