
 

Belmont Legislative Platform updated February 13, 2024 

 
 
 

City of Belmont 
STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE PLATFORM 

2024 LEGISLATIVE PLATFORM UPDATE 
 
 
Platform Overview 
The Legislative Platform contains broad policy statements pertaining to a variety of issues that 
impact the City of Belmont—reflecting the mission, vision and values of the City to enrich the 
quality of life for our community with services that provide for a safe, fulfilling and vibrant life. 
The Legislative Platform provides a policy framework for the City to respond to state and federal 
legislative issues important to the City in a timely manner. Outlining policy guidelines will also 
serve to provide direction to City staff and legislative consultants to engage on state legislation 
on behalf of the City in real time—including correspondence from the Mayor or City Manager to 
the Legislature and/or Congress.  
 
The City’s primary legislative focus include: protecting local government control, improving 
public safety, maintaining local government revenue, obtaining funding for environmental 
sustainability, transportation, recreational, technology and infrastructure improvements. 
Furthermore, our focus remains committed to finding ways to work collaboratively with federal, 
state and local partners to further our City’s ability to achieve its strategic goals.   
 

Legislative Issues 
 
Local Control 
The City values its ability and authority to exercise local control and to protect and enhance the 
quality of life for Belmont’s residents. Support Legislation that enhances local control of 
resources and that allows cities to address the needs of local constituents within a framework of 
regional cooperation. Encourage the use of federal and state incentives for local government 
action rather than mandates (funded or unfunded).  
 
Oppose preemption of local authority whether by state or federal legislation or ballot 
propositions. Support efforts to streamline regulations that simplify the job of running a city and 
oppose efforts that erode the city’s authority to control its own affairs. 
 
Governmental Transparency and Public Access 
Support legislation that balances increased public trust, confidence, and access to public 
meetings while realizing the fiscal and operational constraints of local government.  
 



Belmont Legislative Platform updated February 13, 2024 

Support legislation that would increase civic participation and engagement, including the  
allowance of legislative subcommittees, advisory committees, and commissions to participate 
virtually without physical location posting requirements under the Ralph M. Brown Act. 
 
Monitor and Evaluate proposed policies related to the use of technology in government 
operations including the use of artificial intelligence pertaining to ethical considerations, privacy, 
and emerging technologies, and cybersecurity measures. Monitor and Evaluate funding 
opportunities for local governments to bolster economic development with workforce training to 
evolve with emergent technologies, as well as protect local communications infrastructure and 
capabilities. 
 
Fiscal and Administrative Initiatives 
Support fiscal sustainability and ‘best in class’ administrative initiatives to ensure the delivery of 
superlative city services. Monitor initiatives which seek changes in fiscal relationships at the 
local, state and federal level, and support legislation that guarantees ongoing revenue sources for 
local government. 
 
Support opportunities that allow the City to compete for its fair share of regional, state and 
federal funding, and that maintain funding streams. Opportunities may include competitive grant 
and funding programs. Pursue funding opportunities for public facilities and services including 
capital improvement projects, public works projects, homeland security, library, parks and social 
service facilities. 
 
Support legislative, administrative and/ or funding mechanisms that enable the City to better 
provide core services and respond to the needs of its residents. Options may include regional 
service delivery, flexibility around seasonal workforce, project specific workforce or other 
innovate tools to adapt to changing fiscal conditions and resident’s needs. 
 
Support long term statutory solutions to adequately reimburse cities from the Vehicle License 
Fee (VLF) Swap of 2004 as well as short term, temporary adjustments. 
 
Oppose efforts to decrease, restrict, eliminate, seize, divert, supplant, or otherwise restrict local 
revenues. Oppose any efforts at the state level to eliminate, restrict, or redirect revenues currently 
dedicated to local government for state purposes. 
 
Housing and Land Use 
Support incentive-based housing legislation to encourage expanding affordable housing supply 
including development of fiscal tools and incentives to assist local governments in their efforts to 
encourage housing, finance the infrastructure to support housing, establish an ongoing state 
commitment to funding affordable housing, and fund and support affordable housing programs, 
including supportive housing programs and necessary infrastructure. 
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Support funding programs that promote the development and enhancement of safe, affordable, 
and accessible housing within the City for all economic segments of the population, including 
workforce housing. 
 
Support reforms and improvements to housing element law to provide clear processes and 
flexibility to allow regional cooperation and establish realistic housing goals and performance 
standards—including modifications in criteria to meet the State’s Regional Housing Needs 
Assessment (RHNA) goals.  
 
Support legislation that provides incentives (tax benefits, grants, loans, credits for affordable 
units) to local agencies, private developers and non-profit groups in order to rehabilitate 
residential units and commercial properties. 
 
Monitor and evaluate housing proposals that take a “one-size-fits-all” approach.  Specifically, 
advocate for modifications in proposals to recognize and incentivize communities like Belmont 
that are good actors in addressing community-housing needs. 
 
Oppose state mandated attempts to usurp local discretion over matters relating to local housing 
and land use policies. 
 
Advocate for recognition and use of inclusionary housing requirements as a condition of 
development and other tools in an effort to incorporate affordable housing into market rate 
development. 
 
Support funding opportunities provided to local jurisdictions through statewide bond efforts. 
 
Support efforts to provide dedicated funding and technical assistance to local governments to 
adopt and implement plans and process improvements and for the administration and ongoing 
compliance of state housing programs.  
 
Review and evaluate legislation that would directly tie production mandates to the regional 
housing needs assessment process.  
 
Transportation 
Support state and federal legislation that enhances the safety of the City’s streets for automobile, 
bicycle and pedestrian traffic, including issues related to speed enforcement, traffic congestion 
reduction programs and regional transportation improvements.  
 
Support protection of dedicated transportation-related tax revenues and enhance the ability of 
local agencies to finance local transportation programs and facilities (e.g. Gas Tax, State bond 
funds). 
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Support efforts to maximize the State’s purchasing power to lower materials costs for local 
streets and road repair.  
 
Support federal and state funding and policy goals to enhance multi-modal transportation efforts.  
 
Support and advocate for clear investments to make public transportation an accessible, 
affordable, and sustainable alternative to driving, especially efforts to enhance local multi modal 
transportation options.  
 
Environmental Sustainability 
Support cost-effective, sustainable and responsible environmental policy programs in the areas of 
energy efficiency, greenhouse gases, climate change, wastewater, solid waste removal and 
stormwater, among others. Support measures that expand markets for recyclable materials and 
maintain local authority and flexibility to regulate solid waste and recyclables.  
 
Oppose waste and resource recovery measures imposing state-mandated costs when there is no 
guarantee of local cost recovery or offsetting benefit. 
 
Community Services 
Support funding for ADA facility and park upgrades. Promote legislation that provides for 
increased services to or funding for youth and at-risk populations such as the frail elderly, 
homeless, disabled and other challenged populations. 
 
Support funding for vital regional and community services including access to parks, open space, 
bike lanes, after school programming, youth services, senior services, food programs, facilities 
that provide critical community services, protect natural resources, promote resource 
management, and strengthen safety and security. Oppose efforts that erode funding for these vital 
regional and community services.   
 
Infrastructure Maintenance and Rehabilitation 
Support legislation and policies that promote investing in the maintenance and rehabilitation of 
aging infrastructure (streets, stormwater, wastewater, parks and facilities). Support the lowering 
of the threshold for voter-approved capital financing and opportunities for innovative public 
financing. 
 
Support legislation and funding opportunities that would help the City fund improvements for 
parks, open space, green infrastructure, and fuel mitigation and reduction.  
  
Support legislation and funding opportunities that enhance the capacity of local government to 
enact climate change adaptation and mitigation, promote disaster risk reduction and community 
resilience, and/or advance sustainability through capital improvement to City facilities. 
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Utilities 
Support efforts that maintain the ability to retain existing fees on telecommunications services 
and for public, educational and governmental channels. Oppose efforts to restrict the authority of 
cities to zone and plan for the deployment of telecommunications infrastructure. Support the 
ability of cities to maintain and manage the public right-of-way and receive compensation for its 
use. 
 
Support California PUC efforts to require enhanced, more effective and timely notification for 
planned and unplanned repairs resulting in power outages to customers. Monitor California PUC 
regulatory system for impacts to overall safety, health, and quality of life of the residents of 
Belmont. 
 
Public Safety 
Support legislative efforts to improve local law enforcement, fire suppression and prevention, 
hazardous materials mitigation, rescue, emergency medical services, and disaster preparedness. 
Including legislation and grant funding opportunities for innovate fire suppression technology.   
 
Support legislation that promotes and strengthens law enforcement and first-responder access to 
mental health services, including peer support, training, family resources, suicide prevention, and 
other promising practices for wellness programs. 
 
Support forward thinking legislative, administrative and funding polices that promote civic 
engagement, community partnerships and public education.  
 
Support legislative efforts to grant state and federal funding to supplement local law enforcement 
to increase staffing, equipment and capital improvements to maintain public safety. 
 
Evaluate legislation on implementation of best practices regarding law enforcement procedures 
and policies. 


