
Who Should You Contact for Inspection of your sewer lateral? 
 

The inspection of your sewer lateral is a crucial step in ensuring it is properly functioning. Two divisions handle 
inspections: 
 

1. Building Division (Community Development Department) 
➢ Inspects the lateral from the house to just before the property line cleanout. 
➢ Focuses on the portion of the lateral within your property. 

 
2. Engineering Division (Public Works Department) 

➢ Inspects the lateral from the connection at the main to the property line cleanout. 
➢ Focuses on the portion of the lateral outside your property in the public right-of-way 

(sidewalk and street area) and/or within utility easement(s) on your property and connected 
to the City's sewer system. 

 
 

 

 
Why Do You Need Two Inspections? 
 
By dividing the inspection responsibilities, we can ensure that both your property and the City's sewer system 
are in good condition. The Public Works Department is responsible for the overall sewer system function and 
the right-of-way.  Proper inspections help maintain a clean and efficient sewage system for everyone.   

 
Understanding Sewer Lateral Permits & Responsibilities 
 
Maintaining the functionality of your home's sewer lateral is vital. Lateral lines connect your property to the 
City's sewer system, ensuring efficient waste disposal. The information provided below is to help you navigate 
the permitting process and responsibilities associated with your privately owned and maintained sewer lateral. 
  



Sewer Lateral Work Permits 
Before initiating any sewer lateral work, homeowners must obtain the necessary permits from the City of 
Belmont. This includes repairs, replacements, connections to the City main or any modifications to your lateral 
system. Permits ensure that work is carried out safely, adhering to local regulations and preventing sewer spills 
into neighborhoods. 
 
The type of permit depends on which section of the lateral is affected.  
 

➢ Building Permit – For lateral repairs from the house to the property line cleanout within your property. 
➢ Temporary Encroachment Permit –  

o For lateral repairs from the connection at the main to the property line cleanout outside of your 
property (or public right-of-way). 

o For lateral repairs from the connection at the main to the cleanout within a utility easement on 
your property. 

 
You may need one or both permits depending on the scope of the work.  Do not commence work until the 
permit is approved/issued and associated fees are paid in full. 
 
Homeowner's Responsibility 
In the State of California, homeowners own and maintain the sewer lateral system. This includes: 
 

➢ Regular Inspections – Periodically inspect your lateral pipes for signs of damage, blockages, or tree root 
intrusion. 

➢ Timely Repairs – If you identify any issues, address them promptly to prevent further damage, sewer 
spills or costly repairs. 

➢ Keep Records – Maintain records of inspections, repairs, and any permits obtained for lateral work, 
including sewer lateral certificates. 

 
When Lateral Issues Arise 
If you encounter problems with the functionality of your sewer lateral, such as blockages, leaks, or backups, it's 
crucial to take the following steps: 

1. Contact a Licensed Plumber 

• Reach out to a licensed plumber with experience in lateral repairs. 

• Ensure they are knowledgeable about local regulations and codes. 
 

2. Schedule an Inspection with the Plumber Immediately 

• The plumber will inspect your lateral system to diagnose the issue usually with a camera. 

• They will provide a detailed assessment of the problem and proposed solution. 
 

3. Permit Requirements 

• If repairs or replacements are needed, obtain the required permits from the City of Belmont. 
 

4. Repair and Maintenance: 

• Authorize the plumber to carry out the necessary repairs or maintenance. 

• Ensure they comply with all relevant regulations and the  Standard Details | City of Belmont. 
 
 

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!  CALL OR EMAIL PUBLIC WORKS 
(650) 595-7425, pworks@belmont.gov 

https://www.belmont.gov/departments/public-works/news-resources/standard-details-2137

