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1  PROJECT OVERVIEW

INTRODUCTION

The streetscape system comprises the largest portion of public land in 

Belmont ñ almost 20% of all City-owned property. The Belmont commu-

nity has expressed a strong interest in rethinking the use of this public 

resource to create a more livable streetscape. In general, and in compli-

ance with the Complete Streets Act of 2008, Belmont is moving to create 

an environment that prioritizes the pedestrian and bicyclist experience, 

and safety, rather than assuming that everyone will be traveling by au-

tomobile.  Two important comprehensive planning efforts reflect this 

prioritization - the Belmont Village Specific Plan (BVSP) and the Bicycle 

and Pedestrian Master Plan. To facilitate the implementation of a livable 

streetscape system, these BVSP Streetscape Design Guidelines merge 

the recommendations from these two documents with the realities of the 

existing conditions. This document provides actionable guidance for the 

incremental installation of streetscape improvements as funding and de-

velopment opportunities arise.

BENEFITS

A well-designed streetscape contributes to:

ï Distinctive Community Characteristics- A well-designed public realm 

(streetscape) reflects community pride. In its small-town ambiance, 

Belmont sets itself apart as a tranquil, inclusive, and safe place to 

live, work, and play. 

ï Economic Utility- Bikeable and walkable communities have increased 

property values. Studies have found that residents who walk and 

bike to local businesses spend more money than customers who 

drive.

ï Environmental Responsibility- Tree-lined streets reduce heat gain, 

facilitate green street infrastructure, treat stormwater, and reduce 

auto trips and greenhouse emissions. 
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ï Enhanced Mobility- The provisions of a complete streets network, 

high quality transit service, and elimination of barriers to walking 

and biking will increase transportation options for all segments of 

the population. 

ï Improved Public Health- The provision of a pedestrian/bike-friendly 

streetscape system encourages physical activity and social inter-

action and key contributions to community health.   

THE PROCESS

As a part of the Cityís Placemaking strategy, these guidelines were 

developed concurrently with a Signage and Wayfinding Study and a 

Public Art Master Plan.

Outreach

In order to solicit its most recent public input on the designed character 

and preferences for site amenities, the City conducted a two-part   on-

line survey in Spring 2022 regarding its planned Signage/Wayfinding 

Program and the subject BVSP Streetscape Design Guidelines. The 

survey was designed to share project information and solicit commu-

nity feedback.  Those responding to the survey, generally indicated a 

preference for a more traditional materials palette within a Downtown 

Village core that is consistent with the existing brick pavers or colored 

concrete, and lantern light standards. There was also interest with 

introducing more modern and artful elements to the street furniture 

palette. City staff provided additional input regarding streetscape main-

tenance considerations, the character of major pending development 

proposals, and scheduled public works improvement projects.

Builds Upon Existing Documents

The (Belmont Village Specific Plan), adopted in 2017, provides a 

roadmap for the creation of livable, attractive outdoor public spaces 

with a unique sense of community and social connections in the heart 

of Belmont. 

1  PROJECT OVERVIEW

The streetscape guidelines seek to implement several of the Guiding 

Principles identified with the Belmont Village Specific Plan including:

ï Creating and Identifying a Sense of Place- The specific plan   

seeks to foster Belmontís Downtown image as a mixed-use pedestri-

an scale, transit-oriented District.

ï Improve Multi-Modal Mobility- Improve connectivity, accessibility, and 

safety for all modes of transportation. Provide attractive streetscapes 

which encourage Belmont visitors to arrive by train, bus or bike, and 

for drivers to ìpark onceî and walk to their destinations.

ï Enhance Public Realm, Infrastructure, and Attractions- Establish a 

unified image for Downtown and enhance the public realm with con-

sistent streetscapes, improved sidewalks and bike lanes, and greater 

opportunities for community gatherings and outdoor dining.

The (Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan) outlines a strategy to sup-

port the bicycle movement in Belmontís downtown. The streetscape 

guidelines address the key goal of the Comprehensive Bicycle and Pe-

destrian Plan to create a safe and demonstrated pedestrian and bicycle 

environment that will encourage people of all ages to bike or walk.

The (Belmont Public Art Master Plan) outlines a vision to utilize public 

art in Belmont to reinforce community character and enliven public spac-

es. Specific recommendations specific to streetscape include:

ï Encourage artwork that enhances the walking, biking and transit ex-

perience.

ï Define City gateways and enhance neighborhood character.

As the streetscape guidelines are implemented, there are numerous op-

portunities for public art.
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Character images of parking area converted to outdoor dining, gathering 
spaces, dog stations, lending librarys, etc.

Activating Street Life Beyond Guidelines

Now, with more people working from home, the increasing use of electric 
bikes, and the potential evolution of autonomous vehicles, priorities are 
emerging to reallocate the rights-of-way to create streetscapes focused 
on people, not cars. Cities are exploring reductions in the quantity and 
width of vehicle travel lanes and on-street parking stalls to repurpose 
right-of-way space for bicycle and pedestrian use.

As we rethink the Belmont streetscape system, we should actively look 
for opportunities to foster the creation of social spaces that support com-
munity interactions and active street life. The use of the public right-of-
way as a people-oriented space is of increasing importance as Belmont’s 
Downtown Village area densifies with more residential development.

A well-designed streetscape can be an integral part of a downtown’s 
public space system. Wider sidewalks enhance connectivity and provide 
space for more than just movement. Creating parklets by repurposing 
parking stalls can provide the community with gathering spaces to rest, 
socialize, or play. Expanding dining areas into the street or allowing 
pop-up outdoor retail displays brings life to public sidewalks. Commu-
nities are finding ways to revitalize street life through the installation of 
bike racks and bike repair stations to support more active transportation 
modes, adding exercise loops and fitness equipment to promote physical 
activity, creating small play areas for children, clustering seating orient-
ed towards social interactions, and adding interactive art or small dog 
areas, all to take advantage of the underutilized public space that is our 
streetscape.

Organization

The guidelines include detailed streetscape recommendations for:

• Street segments identified in the Specific Plan as prototypical

• A unifying palette of plant materials and site amenities in both the village core 
and the surrounding mixed use/high density residential areas

• Street tree selections on each corridor in the “village” area.


