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NOTICE TO RESIDENTS 
SMOKE TESTING SEWER LINES 

(Please read carefully) 
 
August 19, 2022 
 
Dear Property Owner/Occupant, 

 
In order to improve sanitary sewer service, the City of Belmont Public Works Department will 
be conducting a smoke test of the sanitary sewer system in your neighborhood. City crews will be 
in the area starting the week of September 5th, 2022 (weather permitting) between the hours of 
9am and 3pm. A map of the area to be tested is enclosed with this notice. 
 
**Please note:   
If you have a sewer easement on your property, City crews may need access to your yard to 
inspect the easement during the smoke testing procedure.   

City staff may need to enter easement areas on private property to inspect sewer 
lines.  Before entering private property, City staff will ring the doorbell of the closest houses 
and attempt to make contact with the neighbors before inspecting the line.  

The testing consists of blowing harmless smoke into the sewer lines in your neighborhood. 
The smoke is manufactured for this purpose and leaves no residuals or stains and has no effect on 
people, pets, food, and material items. Homeowners do not need to be home and inspection crews 
will not need to enter your home and all public safety authorities have been notified of this event. 
Residents/Homeowners can still use faucets and bathroom facilities during smoke testing. 
 
A Smoke Test survey will assist our inspection crews in locating defects in the sanitary sewer 
system and storm water cross connections. The smoke you see coming from the vent stacks on 
houses or holes in the ground is NON-TOXIC, NON-STAINING, HAS NO ODOR, WHITE 
TO GRAY IN COLOR, AND CREATES NO FIRE HAZARD. The Material Safety Data Sheet 
(MSDS) for the smoke testing product is available upon request. 
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It is advisable that you pour a gallon of water into each drain prior to our testing, especially those 
used infrequently. If smoke enters your home there is good reason to assume that you may have 
defective/damaged/improperly installed plumbing or dried up drain traps and you should notify 
our work crews. If you do see or smell smoke in your home or if you are not home and discover 
smoke when you return DO NOT BE ALARMED (the smoke is harmless and will dissipate 
quickly), please call us at (650) 595-7425 (during normal business hours 8am – 5pm) or (650) 595-
7400 (after hours/weekends). 
 
Do not be concerned if you see testing smoke coming from your rooftop sewer vents, this is 
normal. 
 
IMPORTANT! If there is any individual in your home who has respiratory problems or is 
immobile, please notify us prior to testing so that we may provide assistance. 
 
While the Department of Public Works will render all possible assistance, the correction of any 
defects with your sewer lateral or within your home is the responsibility of the property owner 
and you should consult with a licensed plumber. 
 
Should you have any questions or require further information, please call (650) 595-7425 or email 
pworks@belmont.gov 
 
Additional information regarding this testing may be found on the City of Belmont’s webpage at 
www.belmont.gov under the Public Works Department homepage. 
https://www.belmont.gov/Home/ShowDocument?id=18080 
 
We would appreciate it if you would mention this notice to your neighbors in case they have not 
received a notice. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation in this effort to provide quality sanitary sewer service! 
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