
1 
 

 

 

  

CITY OF BELMONT 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

Tuesday, January 18, 2022 – 7:00PM 

 
Commission members participated in this meeting by teleconference as authorized by Executive Order 

N-29-20.  The public viewed the meeting via live on Zoom, the city website or on Comcast Channel 

27.  Members of the public watching remotely were given the Cdev@belmont.gov email address to 

submit public comments.  

  

1. ROLL CALL 7:00 P.M. 

Planning Commission members present: Kelley, Kramer, Kulich, Latimerlo, Majeski, Meier, Pyrz 

Commission members absent: None 

 

Staff Present: Community Development Director Carlos de Melo, Administrative Assistant Diane Lynn 

  

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Led by Chair Pyrz 

 

3. OTHER BUSINESS 

 

3.A AB361 Virtual Meetings  

Community Development Director de Melo provided a summary of the staff report for fully virtual 

meetings in January in conjunction with Assembly Bill 361, and Executive Orders N-25-20, N-29-20, 

and N-08-21.  Staff stated that the Commission may continue to reasonably find, based on the available 

public health information pertaining to COVID-19, that meeting in person by the city’s legislative 

bodies at this time would present imminent risks to the health or safety of attendees.  

The City Council adopted a Resolution to this effect on January 11, 2022. 

 

COMMISSION DISCUSSION  

In response to Commissioners, staff stated the following: 

• The City Council maintained the same position relative to the resolution language that is before 

the Commission.  They have not modified their stance relative to the action the Council has 

taken.  Should the Commission find different circumstances and brings compelling evidence 

that is different than what the Council adopted at their meeting on January 11th, the Commission 

must do so.     

• Commissioner Meier would like to have the City Attorney present to answer the legal question 

on what basis the Planning Commission should make an independent evaluation under AB361 

and how instead it must assess a different standard than the direction of City Council.    

 

Chair Pyrz opened the Public Hearing.   

Max Reinhardt, Brought up screen share for public use.  

Chair Pyrz closed the Public Hearing. 

Chair Pyrz addressed the public comment, and staff stated that the would cross check policy for public 

sharing.  

Some Commissioners stated they can see the benefit for Public to show live faces in community/public 
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forum.  

 

COMMISSION DELIBERATION  

 

Commissioner Meier stated he had the same concerns in previous meetings on this item.  He also stated 

having this item separate from other agenda items and could not make the findings.  

 

Chair Pyrz acknowledged Commissioner Meier’s concerns and requested that the City Attorney be 

present to explain the city standards and legalities for AB361. 

 

The majority of the Commissioners made the findings in the affirmative.   

 

ACTION:  On a motion by Commissioner Majeski, Seconded by Commissioner Latimerlo to approve 

the virtual meetings for 30 days.  

 

Motion passed 6-1 (6 Ayes, 1 Noe)  

 

4. COMMUNITY FORUM 

Chair Pyrz opened the Community Forum.   

No public comments were brought forth. 
Chair Pyrz closed the Community Forum. 

 

5. COMMISSIONER ANNOUNCEMENTS / AGENDA AMENDMENTS 

There were no announcements or agenda amendments. 

 

6. CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

6.A Regular Meeting Minutes for November 30, 2021  

 

ACTION:  On a motion by Commissioner Meier, Seconded by Commissioner Kelley to approve the 

regular meeting minutes of November 30, 2021.  

 

Motion passed 7-0 (7 Ayes, 0 Noes)  

 

6.B Regular Meeting Minutes for December 7, 2021  

 

ACTION:  On a motion by Commissioner Meier, Seconded by Commissioner Kulich to approve the 

regular meeting minutes of December 7, 2021.  

 

Motion passed 6-0-1 (6 Ayes, 0 Noes, 1 Absent)  

 

6.C Regular Meeting Minutes for December 21, 2021  

 

ACTION:  On a motion by Commissioner Kramer, Seconded by Commissioner Latimerlo to approve 

the regular meeting minutes of December 21, 2021.  

 

Motion passed 5-0-2 (5 Ayes, 0 Noes, 2 Absent)  

 

7. STUDY SESSION – NONE 
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8. PUBLIC HEARINGS  

 

8 A. 1127 Alomar Way (Single-Family Design Review) 

Commissioners stated no ex-parte communications were made.  

 

Community Director de Melo provided a presentation on behalf of Associate Planner Dietz to consider 

a Single-Family Design Review to construct a 1,496 square foot addition and downsize the existing 

garage by 404 square feet, representing a net addition of 1,092 square feet to the existing 2,405 square 

foot home.    

The proposal would include downsizing a portion of the garage, a new second story and            

modifications to the main level.  The existing landscaping would be maintained, no protected trees have                        

been proposed for removal, and no significant clearing or grading would be required.   

 

Staff stated the neighborhood outreach requirements appear to have been met, the project is well-

designed and articulated, public views would not be impacted, and the project is in compliance with 

the Residential Design Guidelines and Residential Design Criteria.  Staff recommended approval of the 

project.   

 

Chair Pyrz invited the applicant to speak.  

Nathalie Runcie, property owner stated the reasons behind their decision to expand.  

 

COMMISSION QUESTIONS 

No Commission questions were brought forth.  

 

Chair Pyrz opened the Public Hearing. 

John Wulf, neighbor asked about project timeline. 

Chair Pyrz closed the Public Hearing.  

Ashutosh Gupta, Applicant indicated the project is anticipated to take 10 months to complete. 

 

COMMISSION DISCUSSION AND DELIBERATION 

Commissioners made the findings in the affirmative.  

 

ACTION: On a motion by Commissioner Majeski, seconded by Commissioner Latimerlo to approve 

a Single-Family Design Review for 1127 Alomar Way, Application No. PA2021-0040. 

 

Motion passed 7-0 (7 Ayes, 0 Noes)  

 

Chair Pyrz stated this item is appealable within 10 calendar days.  

 

9. OTHER BUSINESS / UPDATES - NONE 
 

ADJOURNMENT at this time being 7:48 PM to a regular meeting of the Planning Commission to 

be held on February 1, 2022.  Public Notice as required will be issued in advance of the Commission 

Meeting. 

Diane Lynn - Administrative Assistant  

  


