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CITY OF BELMONT 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

Tuesday, April 6, 2021 – 7:00PM 

 
Commission members participated in this meeting by teleconference as authorized by Executive Order 

N-29-20.  The public viewed the meeting via live on Zoom, the city website or on Comcast Channel 

27.  Members of the public watching remotely were given the Cdev@belmont.gov email address to 

submit public comments.  

ROLL CALL 7:00 P.M. 

Planning Commission members present: Kelley, Kulich, Latimerlo, Pyrz 

Commission members absent: Kramer, Majeski, Meier 

 

Staff Present: Community Development Director (CDD) Carlos de Melo, Parks and Recreation 

Director Brigitte Shearer, Administrative Assistant Diane Lynn 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Led by Chair Pyrz 

 

COMMUNITY FORUM 

Chair Pyrz opened the Community Forum.   

No items were submitted. 

Chair Pyrz closed the Community Forum. 

 

COMMISSIONER ANNOUNCEMENTS / AGENDA AMENDMENTS 

Community Development Director de Melo, suggested the selection of Chair and Vice-Chair be moved 

to the next meeting when all Commissioners are present. Chair Pyrz concurred with the 

recommendation.  

  

ACTION:  On a motion by Commissioner Kulich seconded by Commissioner Kelly to amend the 

agenda and move the Chair and Vice-Chair selection to the meeting of April 20, 2021.  

 

Motion passed 4-0-3 (4 Ayes, 0 Noes, 3 absent)  

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

5.A Regular Meeting Minutes for March 2, 2021  

 

ACTION:  On a motion by Commissioner Latimerlo, seconded by Commissioner Kulich to approve 

the regular meeting minutes of March 2, 2021.  

 

Motion passed 4-0-3 (4 Ayes, 0 Noes, 3 absent)  
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STUDY SESSION – NONE 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS – NONE 

 

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 

 

7 A. Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Master Plan Introduction 

Parks and Recreation Director (P&R) Brigitte Shearer, provided an overview of the staff report and 

presentation for the introduction of the Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Master Plan.  The 

presentation outline consisted of team member roles, project overview, outreach strategies, efforts 

conducted, and next steps. P&R Director Shearer stated the purpose of the plan is to set the framework 

on how to move forward. It will assist in providing high-level plans, address areas that need more 

work on policies, and improvements where development opportunities would bring the parks and open 

space back up to community standards.  Recreational programming will also be explored for new 

opportunities to recreate.   

 

Key guiding principles and goals for developing a Master Plan include: 

• Provide equitable access, promote inclusion of all Belmont residents. 

• Offer services and activities that would span across all age groups, interests, and abilities. 

• Maintain environmental protection, and respect beauty and importance of natural resources. 

• Promote health and well-being. 

• Foster sense of community. 

• Able to maintain and sustain over time. 

• Adapt to changing conditions. 

• Utilize transparent community process to inform decisions. 

 

Outreach strategy includes three “Rounds” or phases.   

Round 1- (Current) Identify key issues, and input on unmet needs. 

A community survey was created for information gathering and is available to all residents. 

Round 2-Deeper discussion on trends from Round 1, and Parks & Recreation to make 

recommendations. 

Round 3-Master Plan recommendations and criteria for prioritization. 

  

Director Shearer noted the progress to date and listed all outreach efforts, branding, and development 

of an advisory committee and their role.  Benchmarking, site assessments and usage of parks and open 

space is being conducted.  

 

 

COMMISSION COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS 

In response to Commissioners, the following statements were made to address questions: 

• The survey can be translated in other languages and will be made available to underserved and 

harder to reach community members.   
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• The survey was pushed out via social media platforms, the city website, via advisory committee 

to serve as ambassadors, forwarded to the school district and private schools to provide in their 

newsletters, emailed to subscribers of project website and Park & Rec newsletter subscribers, 

display of a roadway banner over Ralston; the survey will be featured in the City Manager 

weekly updates, press releases, Nextdoor.com, neighborhood associations, and via paper copies 

at Barrett Community Center and Senior Center, and Belmont sports leagues. 

• Renters can be included in focus groups, and email communication will be used for all who 

have registered for a program through the Parks and Recreation Department.  

• The Parks, Recreation and Open Space plan will incorporate work from the Twin Pines Master 

Plan and Barrett Community Center Conceptual Design Plan to build in and work together. 

• Updates, milestones, and recommendations can be brought back to the Planning Commission 

at any point per request of the Commissioners. 

 

Chair Pyrz opened the Public Hearing. 

 

Kristin Mercer, resident, stated Open Space is not a sporting venue, it is natures venue. She asked that 

when reviewing the Open Space Master Plan to keep in mind the conservation policies that were written 

in the 1992 plan and not ignore those protections and that they should be a priority for our open spaces.    

 

Paul Sheng, resident, stated he is in support of multi-use for open space.  He said that human recreation 

and preservation of our open space are not incompatible goals.   

 

Deniz Bolbol, resident, stated open space at Water Dog Lake has designated bike trails to keep 

pedestrians safe, however, mountain bikers all over the bay area come to ride their bikes in Belmont.  

Undesignated and illegal trails have popped up by mountain bikers creating their own trails.  She stated 

there has been illegal night riding as well and said this activity from bikes is causing destruction and 

creating problems. She said when reviewing the Master Plan to consider having Water Dog a natural 

space with walking trails and not have it turn into a mountain bike mecca. 

 

Chair Pyrz encouraged residents to take the Parks, Recreation and Open Space Survey to provide input.  

 

Chair Pyrz closed the Public Hearing. 

 

COMMISSION DISCUSSION AND DELIBERATION 

Commissioners had no additional comments. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS/UPDATES   

Community Development Director de Melo spoke on the new Commissioners attending the 

Commission Training and stated he can connect with them to provide answers to any questions they 

may have, or information sharing opportunities with other Commissioners.   

 

Commissioner Latimerlo stated the League is offering legal trainings in the upcoming days.   

 

ADJOURNMENT at this time being 7:48 PM to a regular meeting of the Planning Commission to 

be held on April 20, 2021.  Public Notice as required will be issued in advance of the Commission 

Meeting. 

 

Diane Lynn - Administrative Assistant  


