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 Upcoming Meetings: 
 
Dec       6      Planning Commission Meeting  
Dec       7      Parks & Recreation Commission Meeting  
Dec      13    City Council Meeting (Council  Reorganization) 

Dec      26- Jan 2 Holiday Closure (City Hall Offices Closed) 
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Click to receive Weekly Update e-notifications 

 

Connect with us: 

http://www.belmont.gov/living-working-here/advanced-components/job-postings
https://www.facebook.com/BelmontCalifornia/
https://www.facebook.com/BelmontCalifornia/
https://www.facebook.com/CityofBelmontCA?ref=hl
https://www.facebook.com/CityofBelmontCA?ref=hl
https://www.facebook.com/Parks.and.Recreation.Belmont.CA
https://www.facebook.com/Parks.and.Recreation.Belmont.CA
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 Belmont Fire Department 2016 Santa at the Firehouse & Toy Drive 

The Belmont Fire Department wants to remind residents that their annual Toy 

Drive for children in need is in full swing. As part of this effort the department 

will be hosting their annual Open House at Fire Station 14, located at 911 

Granada Street on Thursday, December 15th, 2016 from 5:30pm-8:00pm. The 

event will include an opportunity to visit Santa, play in the snow tour the firehouse, meet your 

local firefighters and enjoy some refreshments. Although not required, people attending the 

open house are encouraged to bring a new, unwrapped toy to support the toy drive.  

Additionally, anyone wishing to donate toys between now 

and December 25th can drop them off at either of the two fire 

stations: 

 Station 14- 911 Granada Street (corner of Granada St. 

& Ralston Ave.) 

 Station 15- 2701 Cipriani Boulevard (corner of 

Cipriani Blvd. & Ralston Ave.)  

We accept new, unwrapped toys such as dolls, puzzles, board games, toy trucks/cars and action 

figures. Please do not give DVD’s or video games, as we never know what technology the child 

has access to. Also, we are unable to accept bicycles. For further information on the Belmont 

Firefighters Toy Drive please contact the Belmont Fire Department Administrative Office at (650) 

595-7492. 

 

Winter Holiday Fire Safety Tips 

The Belmont Fire Department wants to remind residents and businesses of the 

importance of safety to ensure a happy and fire-safe holiday season. According 

to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), two of every five home 

decoration fires are started by candles and nearly half occur because decorations 

are placed too close to a heat source. Some suggestions when 

decorating include:  

 Choose decorations that are flame resistant or flame 

retardant.  

 Keep lit candles away from decorations and other things 

that can burn. 

 Replace any string of lights with work or broken cords or loose bulb connections. 

More detailed information can be found at the Belmont Fire Department’s website by clicking 

here. 

 

http://www.belmont.gov/city-hall/police/belmont-fire-news
http://www.belmont.gov/city-hall/police/belmont-fire-news
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County-wide Hazardous Materials Emergency Response Program  
 

In October of 1973, a resident found a desk-sized metal container in a vacant lot 
in Belmont and decided it would make a nice barbeque. While utilizing the 
container for such, it began releasing a strange gas and the resident called the 
Belmont Fire Department. As a result, twenty-seven firefighters were 
hospitalized for exposure to what ended up being a now banned chemical known 

as Methyl Bromide.  
 
As a result of subsequent toxic accidents, including an explosive fire at a local paint factory, 
Belmont Fire Battalion Chief Jim O'Donnell launched the Industrial Emergency Council (IEC), a 
non-profit organization that trains firefighters, police officers and employees of private 
companies throughout the state in hazardous materials response, emergency preparedness, 
rescue and other skills. In 1986, the first San 
Mateo County Hazardous Materials Team was 
formed and began operating out of Belmont 
Fire Station 14, located at 911 Granada Street.  
 
Today, the department continues to provide a 

team of 23 firefighters trained as Hazardous 

Materials Technicians & Specialists who are 

capable of responding to and managing 

hazardous material emergencies and potential 

bio-terrorism threats throughout San Mateo 

County, twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week, in partnership with representatives from 

the County’s Office of Emergency Services (OES) and the Environmental Health Department. The 

department is reimbursed under a contract for services with the County of San Mateo, which 

was renewed on July 1, 2016 for three years, and in 2015 personnel responded to twenty-six 

incidents.  
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New Disaster Preparedness Website for San Mateo County Residents 

 

The San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office of Emergency Services (OES), in partnership with the 

San Mateo County Emergency Managers Association (SMCEMA), is proud to announce the 

launch of a new disaster preparedness website for all of San Mateo County, SMCReady.com. 

 

SMCReady.com is your hub for emergency preparedness.  You will find useful guides to help 

you get prepared, information on what to and simple steps on how to get connected during an 

emergency.  With the help of Google translate this information is available in more than 20 

languages. 

 

SMCReady.com has information on how to: 

 

 GET CONNECTED:   

            Stay informed through our free San Mateo County alert system SMCAlert and use social 

 media to network with friends and family.  

 GATHER SUPPLIES: 

            Learn how to prepare emergency kits and the specific items you will need. 

 MAKE A PLAN: 

            In the event of an emergency, you and loved ones should have a plan on where to go, what 

 to do and who to contact. 

 

The City of Belmont and the Belmont Fire Protection District encourage all residents to prepare 

for emergencies and SMCReady.com is a great place to start….check it out! 

 

 

 

  

 
 

  

http://smcready.com/
http://smcready.com/
http://smcready.com/
http://smcready.com/
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Streetlight Pole Replacement Project  

 
The Public Works Department is responsible for the 
operation, maintenance, repair, and upgrade of 1200 
roadway light fixtures and lighting systems. The streetlight 
system includes fixtures, poles, pole bases, wiring, circuitry, 
and junction boxes. With proper maintenance and renewal, 
most street lights poles will last 40 years or longer. 
Approximately 40% of the City's light poles are over 40 years 
old. 
 
This year, the City began a major streetlight upgrade and 
improvement initiative using emergency funding to perform 
needed capital repairs while a long-term, sustainable funding 
source is identified. The City has awarded a $468,150 contract 
to St. Francis Electric to replace 40 older and severely 
deteriorated steel and aluminum street light poles citywide, 
and approximately 63 rotted wood pole lantern-style street 
lights along Ralston Avenue. Construction has begun and 9 
steel light poles have been replaced so far.  All work is 
anticipated to be completed by late February.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured left and above - old pole and removal of pole 
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Ralston Avenue Pedestrian Improvement Project Update 
 

Construction of the pedestrian improvements on Ralston Avenue is near completion. Utility 
adjustments and remedial work are in progress. Once completed, the project will provide a 
continuous and safe pedestrian sidewalk from South Road to the NDNU entrance by installing 
new sidewalk and new retaining walls.  Follow the updates and check out the photos on the   
project page. 

 

  

http://www.belmont.gov/Home/Components/FacilityDirectory/FacilityDirectory/334/933#_blank
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PUBLIC WORKS WEEKLY HIGHLIGHTS 
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 Parks 
 

As seasonal turf maintenance continues, all of 
the sports fields were slit seeded this week.  Slit 
seeders utilize closely-spaced vertical cutting 
blades or discs to create a shallow furrow, or slit 
in the turf, in which seeds are placed. The seed is 
stored in a hopper until it's delivered to the soil 
and then a series of packer wheels follows 
behind the seed head to close the slit around the 
seed to promote additional seed-to-soil 
contact.  Slit seeding allows for large-scale 
overseeding of the sports fields. 
 

Right-of-way maintenance was conducted along Shoreway Road in conjunction with the public 
works department.  Weeds were flail-mowed and removed and shrubs were pruned.  Trees 
were also pruned appropriately for safe vehicle access along Shoreway Road.  Many pounds of 
litter and debris were also removed from the roadside. 
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Parks and Recreation 
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Parks maintenance and public works staff 
attended a yearly chainsaw safety course this past 
week.  This refresher class is always beneficial as 
we head into the winter storm season.  Topics 
covered included personal protective equipment, 
proper saw maintenance and operation, and 
advanced cutting techniques with an emphasis on 
strategies for dealing with storm related tree 
issues, such as hanging limbs and uprooted trees. 
 

     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Irrigation upgrades were made at Alexander Park this week.  Construction for the arrival of the 
new restroom at Alexander Park is underway and as such, adjustments were needed with 
regards to the irrigation system to accommodate the new bathroom infrastructure.  Several 
irrigation lines were rerouted and new gate valves were installed to isolate individual water 
supplies throughout the park.  The upgrades will lessen water waste should an irrigation leak 
occur and allow broken components to be isolated. 
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Street trees in the Sterling Downs neighborhood were trimmed for pedestrian and vehicle 
clearance. 
 
Field maintenance is underway at the Sports Complex.  On Marina Field, sports turf is being 
renovated and repairs and upgrades are being made to the dugouts.  Several aging water 
fountains have been retrofitted with new components. 
 
VOICES 

This past week, the VOICES group volunteered at 
Second Harvest Food Bank in San Carlos. The teens 
were joined by about 30 other volunteers, who 
wanted to help sort can food donations for those in 
need. Most of the VOICES members have never 
done something like this, so they went in not 
knowing what to expect. However, after clear 
instruction and little guidance, the members proved 
to be a vital part of the volunteer team. The VOICES 
members were in charge of checking expiration 
dates on donated can food items, as well as boxing 

them up. There were some fun moments mixed in to the work, with members playing a “guess 
the box weight” game as boxes were to be between 25-29 pounds. When asked how the service 
project was going, Kelly Rivera (9th grade Carlmont) said “It’s fun helping out others in need.” It 
was a great experience for the teens to be able to step outside of their comfort zones and give 
back to the community.  
     

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holiday Craft Faire 

Despite the constant rain, the 2016 Holiday Craft Faire was a success! Customers were lining up 
as since before 8am (Craft Faire opened at 9am) to get first pick.  The Department had assistance 
from VOICES, who helped man the kid’s play area that was moved inside due to the rain, as well 
as 16 volunteers from the National Charity League, who helped install the candy canes, direct 
traffic and answer questions, as well as clean up. Throughout the day, there was live music 
performed by Frank Markovich, Heartstrings Music Foundation, Boxcar Orchestra, Terri Cook, 
Waddiwasi Septet, and the Masterworks Chorale.  
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Community Calendars  

Twin Pines Community Center  
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Belmont Public Library 
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