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 Upcoming Meetings: 
  
Sept     27  City Council Meeting 
Oct         4   Planning Commission Meeting  
Oct         5   Parks & Rec Commission Meeting 
Oct       10  Columbus Day Holiday (City Hall Offices Closed)   
Oct       13  City Council Meeting (note day change)  
Oct       18  Planning Commission Meeting  
Oct       19  Belmont Village Specific Plan (BVSP) 

Community Meeting 
Oct       25  Council Meeting          
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Four Corners Public Meeting 
 

Alameda De Las Pulgas/San Carlos Avenue Mobility Corridor Plan Update 
 
The Cities of Belmont and San Carlos along with the San Carlos School District and the Sequoia 
Union High School District sponsored a traffic study of the Alameda de las Pulgas/San Carlos 
Avenue corridor between Ralston Avenue and Dartmouth Avenue-Club Drive.  The study has 
evaluated vehicular circulation and access, pedestrian safety, bicycle facilities and parking 
availability in the corridor.  Through its work with the Technical Working Group, the consultant 
developed several alternatives intended to increase safety and convenience in traveling through 
the corridor and accessing Carlmont High School and Tierra Linda Middle School. A preferred plan 
was adopted and endorsed by the four agencies in early 2016.  
 
If you are interested in an update about the project, please join us for the next scheduled Four 
Corners Meeting on:  
 

Date: October 4, 2016 
Time: 5:30 PM 
Place: San Carlos City Hall – Enterprise Room (2nd Floor), 600 Elm Street, San Carlos 

 
Public participation is an important and ongoing part of the Project. This will provide the 
opportunity for the community to hear about the latest progress with the project. For those who 
haven’t attended previous meetings, desire additional information or want to provide input on 
the project, information is available here. An online comment form (get involved) is available for 
public input to help determine the future look of the corridor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.belmont.gov/city-hall/public-works/transportation/alameda-de-las-pulgas-san-carlos-ave-corridor-study
http://www.belmont.gov/city-hall/public-works/transportation/alameda-de-las-pulgas-san-carlos-ave-corridor-study/get-involved
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10th Annual School Leadership Luncheon 
 
The 10th Annual School Leadership Luncheon, hosted by Police Chief Dan DeSmidt and City 
Manager Greg Scoles, was held at City Hall this week. This yearly event includes training and 
discussions with dozens of leaders from local schools who come together to maintain the healthy 
partnership between schools and the city. 
 

 

 
Belmont CERT Volunteer Puts Training to Use on Vacation 
 

Belmont CERT Volunteer Cindy Bertsch and her husband were on 
vacation this week on the Oregon coast, when Cindy used her 
CERT training during an emergency.  While hiking on a bluff, she 
saw a man lying 
unconscious on 
the rocks, in the 
breaking waves 

below her.  Cindy organized an effort to help and 
got two people to move the man, out of the surf 
zone.  She enlisted a newly graduated nurse to 
provide medical support and another woman 
was sent to call 9-1-1 and relay messages, since 
cell phones did not work in the area.  Once first 
responders arrived they were able to get the 
victim back to the top of the bluff and to the 
hospital.  It appears the man broke his ankle and 
fell while trying to photograph the surf.  This 
shows the value of being prepared for 
emergencies and how you can make a difference. 
Great job Cindy!   
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Ralston Avenue Pedestrian Improvement Project 
 

Construction of the pedestrian improvements on 
Ralston Avenue is well underway.  Once completed, the 
project will provide a continuous and safe pedestrian 
sidewalk from South Road to the NDNU entrance by 
installing new sidewalk and new retaining walls.   Work 
on the piles for the new retaining walls started this 
week and will continue next week.     
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Old County Road Pedestrian and Bicycle Improvement Project Nears Completion 
 

All sidewalk construction has been completed between 
Old County Road between Ralston Avenue and the 
south City limits. This week the contractor worked on 
installing handrails and permanent striping.  Next week 
the contractor will work on installing signs and begin 
final touch ups. 
 

More information on the project can be found at the 
following link: Old County Road Pedestrian and Bicycle 
Improvement Project 

 

        

  

http://www.belmont.gov/Home/Components/FacilityDirectory/FacilityDirectory/338/933
http://www.belmont.gov/Home/Components/FacilityDirectory/FacilityDirectory/338/933
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Traffic Operations     

¶ Performed weekly visual inspections for preventative maintenance of intersections 

¶ Performed visual inspection of lighted crosswalks 

¶ Reviewed and commented on proposed site specific Lockout/Tagout procedures for 3 pump 

stations  

¶ Picked up street closure barricades from Lassen Drive 

¶ Provided temporary repairs for lighted crosswalk on Alameda De Las Pulgas at Garden Ct – 

awaiting parts for permanent repairs 

¶ Provided support for the Ralston sidewalk improvement project by supervising the removal 

of street light #24997 and securing the luminaire for future reinstallation 

¶ Verified the continued operation of the lighted crosswalk on Ralston Avenue at Maywood 

Drive 

¶ Worked with vendor to complete site specific Lockout/Tagout procedures for 4 pump 

stations 

¶ Developed remote terminal unit connection documentation for the Island Park and 

Hiller  pump stations 

¶ Tightened securing hardware for the speed humps on Arbor Avenue 

¶ Painted 1,532 feet of red curb 

¶ Removed graffiti in 1 location 

¶ Put up 1 banner over Ralston Avenue 

¶ Advised Engineering Division regarding street light power routing on Davis Drive 

¶ Cleared vegetation around the solar panel powering the lighted crosswalk at Garden Court 

 Streets Division   

¶ Crack sealed 1,300 lineal feet on Bettina Avenue 

¶ Crack sealed 3,739 lineal feet on Oxford Place 

¶ Sawcut at 3 locations in preparation for upcoming paving 

¶ Filled pothole on Holly Road 

¶ Dugout 7.89  tons of alligated asphalt at 3209 Longfellow Drive 

¶ Put down 2 tons of base rock and compacted with roller 

¶ Put down 6 tons of hot asphalt and compacted with roller 

¶ Paved around Manhole on Old County Road at Masonic   

¶ Put down 2.5 tons of hot asphalt and compacted with roller on Longfellow 

¶ Put out barricades with parking restrictions for upcoming paving   
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Public Works Streets Staff Removes Portion of Alligated Roadway 

In an ongoing effort to maintain Belmont streets, the Public Works Street Division removed and 

replaced a section of aligated roadway on Longfellow Drive.  One of the key elements of a 

pavement repair strategy is to keep streets that are in the 'Good' or 'Fair' categories from 

deteriorating. This is particularly true for streets in the 'Fair' range, because they are at the point 

where pavement deterioration accelerates if left untreated. 

Staff saw-cut the area and removed 7.89 tons of asphalt, replacing the site with 6 tons of hot 

asphalt.  Although these sections of roadway patches seem unsightly, the asphalt repairs help 

minimize water intrusion, which is a major destructive element to pavement.   

Given the existing funding limitations, the Public Works Department has implemented best 

management practices in our pavement preservation program to stretch our available dollars in 

most effective way.  These practices involve the following elements: 

Continue the aggressive pavement crack sealing and patching program.  Water intrusion is a 

major destructive element to pavements.  Crack sealing is a relatively inexpensive treatment that 

prevents water from further damaging streets.  Filling or sealing pavement cracks can extend the 

life of a pavement by three to five years at a minimum.   

Targeting maintenance of streets in the “At-Risk” condition. In addition to keeping streets in good 

condition from deteriorating, attention is given to the extent possible to prevent streets from 

sub-base failure which can significantly increase the cost of repairs.  

Where applicable exploring alternative, and lower cost treatments for pavements in “Poor” 

condition. The city has been treating streets in “Poor” condition by grinding and applying thick 

overlays treatments which can cost upwards of $30/square yard, which is a cheaper alternative 

than needed reconstruction, although it will not last as long.    

Coordinating utility improvements to minimize impacts to pavement in order to better 

coordinate work with other city utility reconstruction efforts, and external utility agencies. 
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Storm Division  
¶ Performed twice weekly inspection of Water Dog Lake roadway, v-ditch, dam, dock, 

and spillway 

¶ Cleaned and inspected both Harbor and Ralston Storm Pump Stations 

¶ Prepared signage, barricades, trash pickers, buckets and bags for this past weekend 
Creek Cleanup 

¶ Sorted the garbage which was plucked from our waterways and cataloged types and 
amount for State reporting purposes 

¶ Cleaned 13 storm catch basins using the hydro flusher  

¶ Inspected 1,870 feet of storm line through the use of CCTV (closed circuit tv) 
equipment 

¶ Performed an on-land trash Cleanup along the west side of Shoreway Road 

¶ Inspected 19 “hot spots” in and around the City assessing their readiness for the 
coming winter rains 

¶ Swept 170 curb miles resulting in the acquisition of 11.59 tons of debris from the 
roadways 

¶ Hydro cleaned 1,450 feet of storm main 

 

Sewer Division  
¶ Hydro cleaned 7,867 feet of sewer main (Pictured below) 

¶ Emptied 10 city owned garbage cans around the city  

¶ The service truck (205) responded to 14 service calls  

¶ Inspected and cleaned 11 sewer pump stations     

¶ Cleaned flushable wipes from debris catcher at Ralston Ranch Sewer Pump Station     

¶ Closed out 82 sewer related work orders  

¶ Continued training new full-time employee on duties of the service truck in preparation 

of adding him to the after hour on-call list  

¶ Inspected 4 sewer manholes for the consultants from Hydro Science Inc. for the Ralston 

Corridor Capacity Study 

¶ Attended a conference call meeting with John Reid from “IT pipes” (software co.) 

regarding the computer software that will be on the new CCTV van for videoing storm 

and sewer mains  

¶ Video inspected one private sewer lateral per resident request 

¶ Video inspected one lateral to city main connection per Engineering Division request 
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Public Works Crew cleaning sewer main lines with Combo Truck 
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Volunteers Remove 760 Pounds of Trash and Recyclables from 
Belmont’s Watershed 
 
On Saturday, September 17th, 148 volunteers rock hopped, bush 
bashed, waded and hiked to find non-native, and unsightly items 
littered in our beautiful watershed.  Cleanup participants chose 
from one of many cleanup sites in Belmont that included Water 
Dog Lake, East Laurel Creek, Belmont Creek (behind Carlmont 

Shopping Center), Belmont Creek (at Twin Pines Park), North O’Neill Slough (Belmont Sports 
Complex), and South O’Neill Slough (adjacent to Shoreway Road).  

 

From 9:00am-noon, service agencies, scout troops, families and other participants documented 
their findings on data cards and in the end, removed 640 pounds of trash and 120 pounds of 
recyclables from Belmont’s slough, creeks and shorelines.   
 

Some of the unusual items this year were a bike helmet, extra-large beach ball, fishing rod, 
broken bollard, a decomposing squash, large wooden picture frame, fortunes from fortune 
cookies, a baby teether, computer 
panel board, and an early generation 
unopened pop-top can of Pepsi.   
 

And now for our top ten collected 
items from this years’ cleanup….   
Check out how the entire County did 
during this event here  

 

 

 

 

 

https://smcehs.wordpress.com/2016/09/20/2016-coastal-cleanup-day-is-another-success/
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TRAFFIC ADVISORIES  
            Week of September 26th  

  
We understand your time is precious, so we are planning to provide you with up-to-date information so you have greater 
control over your drive, with insights that allow you to discover the best route so you can save time.  We are bringing 
you the traffic advisory weekly updates on currently known roadway and related projects, and private utility work (based 
on street encroachment permits), to provide you an opportunity to look ahead, plan your travel times and check delays 
due to various street activities.  

 
           Complete Road Closure                Driving Lane Closure              Travel Restrictions Localized 
 

RALSTON AVENUE (Between South Rd And NDNU East Driveway)   
9/09 through Mid-November 2016 24/7  
Driving Lane Closure and lane shifts  
The Ralston Avenue Pedestrian Improvement Project is now underway. Construction is 
currently taking place on Ralston Avenue between South Road and the east NDNU 
driveway entrance. Construction will require the shifting of the westbound traffic lane 
and removing the center two-way left turn lanes. Left turns into driveways within the 
project limits will not be permitted. This traffic lane reconfiguration will be implemented 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week throughout the duration of construction. Please anticipate 
delays and plan your routes accordingly. 
   

UPPER RALSTON AVENUE @ CHRISTIAN DRIVE TO HWY 92  
9/06 thru 10/25  
Driving Lane Closures - Detours in place  
Interstate Grading and Paving, Inc. has been contracted by the County of San Mateo to 
perform resurfacing on upper Ralston at Belmont city limit (@ Christian Drive) to HWY 
92. Working hours for the project are 9:00 am to 3:00 pm Monday through Friday, and 
9:00 pm to 6:00 am Sundays through Thursdays. The work is anticipated to last through 
October 25th. In this upper portion of Ralston that is in the County, there will be one lane 
open in each direction during the work. During resurfacing work, the HWY 92 eastbound 
and westbound on-ramps and off-ramps of HWY 92 will have to be intermittently closed, 
however, the ramps will not be simultaneously closed.  
Detour signs will be posted. When the County’s contractor, Interstate Grading and 
Paving Inc. will conduct work at Christian and Ralston causing a closure at the 
intersection, a signed detour will be provided directing residents to/from Ralston, 
through a two-way detour via Ralston Ranch Road.  
Please anticipate delays. For information on the County’s Resurfacing Project, you may 
contact Interstate Grading and Paving, Inc. at 952-7333 

 

OXFORD PLACE 

9/26 and 9/28-9/29 8:00AM-4:00PM 
Travel Restrictions Localized 
The Public Works Streets Division will be conducting roadway repairs on Oxford Place 
Monday, Wednesday and Thursday. Two-way traffic will be maintained at all times. 

  

Ralston Avenue (Fronting Walgreens near El Camino) - Night Work 
9/19 to 10/08 10:00PM-6:00AM  
Driving Lane Closure  
PG&E began night work on westbound Ralston Avenue near El Camino Real (fronting 
Walgreens) beginning on Monday (Sept. 19th) at 10PM. They will be working on their gas 
facilities along the sidewalk and number 2 lane (right lane). Working hours are from 10pm to 
6am, Monday through Friday, and the work is anticipated to last 3 weeks.  
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Parks and Fields  
 

Landscape maintenance was conducted at the Sports 
Complex as several dead trees were removed from the 
perimeter of the North Field.  Trees and shrubs were also 
pruned and the vegetation was cut back from the 
pathway.   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
New wheels were installed on the soccer goals this 
week.  The old wheels had become worn out and 
unsafe as the goals were difficult to transport.  The 
new wheel system will allow for the goals to be 
moved safely and efficiently.    
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cal Fire FireSafe work crews partnered with the 
Belmont Parks team to clear vegetation and ladder 
fuels from the Water Dog Lake dam in the open 
space.  Vegetation and low hanging tree branches 
are a vector for rodents that can burrow into the 
dam, compromising its stability.  Removing the 
vegetation and low hanging branches also helps to 
lessen the fire hazard.  Work crews also trimmed 
tree branches and vegetation along Water Dog 
Lake Road.  

  

Parks and Recreation 
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Preschool 

 
On September 21st, the Belmont Community Learning Center had 
farm animals and pony rides on site. Farm animals include goats, 
chickens, bunnies, and a mini donkey. Thank you to our PTO for 
sponsoring this fun activity and 
to our ten parent volunteers. 
    
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Teens 
 

The City of Belmont’s VOICES program had its 
first meeting this week, with 10 strong and 
committed high school students. The group 
met to go over guidelines and discuss 
community service project ideas. The first 
service project is taking place this weekend at 
the Belmont Library. Belmont connects is 
putting on a community workshop to build 
furniture for the library.  
 
The City of Belmont’s newly formed Youth 
Advisory Committee also held the first meeting 
this week, at the Barrett Community Center. 

We are proud to announce we had over 30 applicants who were all very qualified. We formed a 
committee with 13 strong and dedicated members. The group is made up of middle school and 
high school students, who are all Belmont Residents.  
 

Adults 
 

The Twin Pines Senior & Community Center had a busy week with the monthly Blood Pressure 
Clinic, and the Belmont Seniors Club Meeting. A free “Matter of Balance” class started this week, 
taught by Stanford Health Care specialists. Free English Conversation classes are well underway 
with attendees from all over the world. This Friday is also the monthly free Financial Planning 
series with the subject: Take Care of your Health Needs.  
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Upcoming Events 
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Community Calendars  

Twin Pines Community Center  
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Belmont Public Library  
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