Ralston Avenue Improvements - Comments/Suggestions

Source Subject Date Comments/Suggestions

E-mail Traffic 8/3/2012 Exiting the college onto Ralston Avenue is difficult because the traffic is too dense, especially during commute hours. Also, traffic coming west
from Sixth Avenue toward the campus is going excessive speeds, and to cross just into the center lane is risky.

E-mail Pedestrians 7/31/2012 Lighted crosswalks (similar to the one that crosses Ralston from the Carlmont Plaza to Vivace’s Restaurant) across Alameda de las Pulgas
would make getting to the library on foot easier for people who are approaching the library from the east side of Alameda.

E-mail Traffic 7/25/2012  |During the school year, many cars suddenly stop in front of Notre Dame High School to let oncoming cars turn left into the Notre Dame High
School parking lot. Although the motorist are attempting to do a kind gesture by allowing several cars turn left, these sudden stops can be
quite dangerous (I have had countless near miss collisions) and ultimately disrupt the flow of traffic. It backs traffic up which consequently
makes it more difficult for a natural break to occur for motorist to safely turn left into the parking lot later on.

E-Mail Traffic 7/31/2012 |Lowering the speed limit on Ralston Avenue between Alameda de Las Pulgas to State Route 92 to 35 mph or even 30 mph.

E-mail Traffic/Pedestrians  |8/1/2012 Crossing the street, especially near the NDNU campus, is dangerous with the high rate of speed at which cars travel. Requesting YIELD signs
near the designated crosswalks to remind drivers and to ensure pedestrian safety. Also, getting out of the NDNU driveway is a daily game of
chicken. It would be great to have a STOP closer to the NDNU driveway to make it easier to turn out of NDNU.

E-mail Traffic 7/24/2012 [The traffic on Ralston Ave will only get worse if the Crystal Springs Uplands School is allowed to move to Davis Drive. The traffic study did not
address Ralston Ave; it only addressed the Davis Drive area.

E-mail Traffic 8/1/2012 During rush hour, it is next to impossible to make a left turn from NDNU’s drive onto Ralston Avenue.

E-mail Traffic 7/25/2012 |Teresa lives at Ralston & Hillcrest and on a given workday without school it takes her up to 25 -30 min to get to 101. During school she leaves
the house at 7am & it takes 40-50min and coming home it takes her from 75 min just up Ralston Avenue. If she leaves Menlo park Willow
Road it takes her over 90 over min to get home. Suggesting no left turns unless at a signal.

E-mail Traffic/Carpooling  |7/24/2012  |Asking for less solo drivers and more people taking advantage of carpooling.
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E-mail Traffic 7/25/2012 |Every car stops at the stop sign at South Road. There is a backup, especially during high volume traffic. Cars are backed up past 6th avenue
sometimes to Old County Rd. There should be a stop light there that is green to Ralston and would turn red only when a car wants to turn left
onto Ralston from South Rd. or every few minutes
The light at Ralston and El Camino is not green long enough to accommodate cars heading east to 101. (West heading light is longer) It takes
two or three cycles to get across when traffic is heavy.
Drop off and pick up traffic at the Notre Dame de M. schools are a mess. Cars coming in and going out during commute hours are a big road
block trying to get down Ralston.
Please don’t put in traffic rounds, there’s no room.

E-mail Traffic 7/24/2012 |Reduce maximum speed on Ralston to 30 mph, expand bike lanes on Ralston, and develop a Bike/Ped Master Plan
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E-mail Traffic 7/24/2012 |l live at 1016 Tahoe Drive and can see Ralston Avenue traffic from my laundry room window. People drive at speeds higher than 40 mph
frequently, in my estimation. This is especially a problem during commuting hours in the morning and afternoon/early evening. | have noticed
this when walking along Ralston Avenue - not advisable during commute time!

Congestion on Ralston Avenue is a major problem during the School Year. | am aware of many parents parking on Tahoe Drive and Yosemite
Drive in increasing numbers when picking up their students from Ralston Middle School. | avoid coming home or leaving during certain times
during the week when school is in session.

Instead of the police bringing that huge sign that reminds those parents to not block driveways, etc. - we need police presence during the
afternoon at the corner of Ralston and Yosemite.

Right before summer vacation, | was vigilant in regard to the traffic congestion and | observed 5 parents making illegal u-turns and many other
careless driving actions that create a chaotic situation at that corner on a daily basis (starting around 2:50 pm until after 3:15 pm when school
is in session).

If an additional school is allowed to develop the property at Davis Drive (CSUS) - the additional traffic on Ralston Avenue will lead to even more
| believe that once CSUS establishes a foothold at Davis Drive (with their olympic size swimming pool and their soccer field) they will continue 4
Please realize the ongoing traffic problems of "upper" Ralston Avenue and please prevent CSUS's expansion.

Belmont [Signs 7/24/2012 |Take out the stop sign - use a yield sign for the cross traffic as the amount of cars that travel through Ralston, especially through rush hour, or

Patch use a electronic sign that can change to Yield during rush hour and change back to stop during non-rush hours.

Belmont [Traffic 7/24/2012 |The School-Walk-Bus proposal would reduce traffic congestion around our schools tremendously. Children meet at designated Walk-Stops

Patch and walk together 30-45 minutes to school. They would wear reflective vests (or ponchos if raining) and be supervised. Parents who typically
drive their children to school would drop them at a designated Walk-Stop instead of congesting in the immediate vicinity of the school.

Belmont |Pedestrians 7/24/2012 |Make it safer for pedestrians to cross at Ralston/Chula Vista by installing the flashing lights on cross walk like at Ralston by China Village

Patch
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Belmont
Patch

Traffic

7/24/2012

Increase speed limit on Ralston. Eliminate the stop sign at South Rd. Increase the green light time at El Camino and Old Country Rd.
Intersection stop lights. Widen Ralston to add a turn lane in the middle.

Belmont
Patch

Traffic

7/24/2012

One of the biggest problems with Ralston is the Old County/Ralston/El Camino area. Every day when | return home | notice that the biggest
contributor to Belmont-bound travelers has to do with the aggressive drivers that (rather than queuing up properly on Ralston) decide to cut
in on the pack and go around Ralston by taking Masonic Way to parallel Ralston then take Old County south one block and turn right onto
Ralston. Those drivers lock up all Ralston lanes with their right turn into all 4 lanes at the Ralston/El Camino light. Many times they're blocking
the empty right turn to El Camino lane. Sometimes they impede the entire crosswalk and hang in the intersection. If you put a "right turn on
green light only" sign on the southbound Old County onto Ralston turn lane you'd see a lot of the gridlock problems go away. We need to
discourage the aggressive work around people take from blocking all Ralston lanes just to get a 3 car leg up.

I turn left onto Ralston from northbound Old County and | can't even begin to articulate the number of left hand turn signals | miss due to
these people constantly blocking my routes just to sneak in front of the west bound Ralston people. | also witness the affect it has on the peop

Also....I've nearly been hit 3 times crossing Ralston with my baby in a stroller at the s-curve crosswalk at Chula Vista. I'm the guy nosing out wit

Belmont
Patch

Traffic

7/29/2012

Many commuters are using Ralston as an alternate to 92. | would retime the light from the 92 exit going on to Ralston during commute times.
These commuters will relearn that 92 is the better route when traffic stacks up on the exit.
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Belmont
Patch

Bikes

7/31/2012

| ride my bike on Ralston at least once a week. | just want to say something about the gaps between bike lanes in areas between the Ralston
bike trail and the new Childrens Bridge. | want to point out what a great connection Ralston could be between the bay trail and Canada Road if
only the bike lanes would be made continuous. The section between Alameda and Polhemus definitely needs a bike lane since it is up hill and
is used as a connection to road and mountain biking routes. Ralston goes from a 2 lane local street to a highway where cars go as fast as they
want and it is scary. | am glad part of it was given bike lanes, but It is not complete. And something needs to be done about the down town
area of Ralston just past the park where the bike lane ends and Ralston funnels across El Camino. There is definitely a problem with car traffic
coming from 101 there. It would help if the signal time for through traffic was longer there which make slowing down traffic through the
downtown would seem not so bad. That is my other suggestion. Right now down town Belmont is the Safeway parking lot while Ralston Ave.
between the park and El Camino has such potential if we just get rid of some car lanes and add wider sidewalks and room for bikes. The trail th

Belmont
Patch

Bikes

8/1/2012

If Ralston Middle School would allow bikes (need to re-install the bike racks) and parents south of Ralston Ave (750 Hallmark area homes)
encouraged their kids to ride instead of motor, you could eliminate a couple hundred car trips and improve fitness, which improves test
scores. Not sure about those 50 pound backpacks on 50 pound kids.

Belmont
Patch

Bikes/Pedestrians

7/24/2012

The Belmont bike bridge is great, but it is still difficult and dangerous to ride a bike on Ralston to get to the bridge. There is bike lane here and
there but it's all broken up and the markings where to ride are unclear. Arrows seem to point ahead as if to say, keep going, you might find a
path somewhere up there! | never take my children that way on bikes, so we end up driving to the trails and bypassing the bridge anyway,
which is a shame as it cost a lot of money to build the bridge.

Also we are fans of the walking school bus or similar alternatives. Again, we need more safety measures in place to protect our children, as
many routes do not have sidewalks and are on narrow, curving roads (i.e. Notre Dame going toward Middle) with cars rushing by.

Finally, Ralston is a hard street on which to be a pedestrian. Drivers mostly don't bother to stop at cross-walks for pedestrians. It would be
helpful to have a crosswalk somewhere between Notre Dame and Twin Pines.
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Belmont |Bikes/Pedestrians 7/24/2012 |For cars:
Patch 30MPH throughout town
| like the designated walk stop idea for schools
One lane of through traffic lanes from South Rd all the way to the top of the hill, eliminate all parallel parking along Ralston (less conflict with
bikers)
Add a meter light at South Road - allowing 10-20 cars through at a time with a 20-30 second break - that would make it easier for people to
get on to Ralston from the side streets
Speed bumps in front of Ralston School
For bikes:
Add bumps to the bike lane markers on curves to help keep drivers out of the bike lanes
For Pedestrians
Maintain the sidewalks- clear overhanging branches and dirt slides that now cover the sidewalks - the slide debris is on the north side of the
road just east of Ralston School,
Need sidewalks on both sides of Ralston the entire way
Much more paint markings to make cross walks more visible
Eliminate trees and bushes that reduce the visibility at crosswalks
E-mail Traffic 8/9/2012 We need to be able to reroute ANYONE from out-of-town, taking the "shortcut" off of Hwy 92 going to Oracle....or be able to charge a toll.
Letter Traffic 8/10/2012 |l propose having a sensor controlled stop light installed at the intersection of Ralston Avenue and South Road. Reasoning: During the times
there are no vehicles on South Road to enter, Ralston traffic would not be required to stop. This would help to eliminate a backup of east and
westbound vehicles. Any vehicles approaching Ralston from South Road would trigger a right or left turn light and a stop light for the Ralston
traffic.
Belmont |Bikes 8/1/2012 | for one would ride my bike to work more if | felt safer on Ralston and a clear bike lane ran the full length of Ralston (see Clarissa's comment).
Patch | don't know how many people who commute on Ralston could bike to work (including bike to Caltrain to then get to work) but wouldn't it be

nice if we had more people commuting on bicycles and less vehicular traffic?
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E-mail

Bikes

7/26/2012

| ride Ralston regularly from the bike path alongside State Route 92 to Hallmark. Each time | venture onto that road, | take my life into my
hands. Initially, the problem is broken pavement and debris in the bike lane. The bike lane ends at Christian drive. Cyclists are offered the
choice of a dangerous road or a broken sidewalk followed by a steep and poorly maintained bike path. | choose to stay on the dangerous road.
Following the light at Christian drive, there are three hazards encountered: a manhole cover in the middle of the lane, a drain that extends too
far into the lane and has an asphalt lip surrounding it that can cause a crash for the unwary, and the worse bit, another manhole cover
followed by about 10metres of torn up road with gaps easily wide enough to catch a bike tire and again cause a crash. Typically, motorists are
racing up this stretch of road having just gotten off the freeway and forgetting they're now on a slower road. They rarely yield for riders; many
pass so close their mirrors brush my shoulder. There is no reason for this section of Ralston to be two lanes each way. If you made it a single
lane (as it is beyond alameda) and put a proper bike lane in place, it would slow traffic and make this a safer and more pleasant portion of my d

E-mail

Speed Limit

8/17/2012

In a follow up e-mail dated August 17, 2012, Henry would like the speed limit lowered.

E-mail

Traffic

9/5/2012

Now that the schools are back in session, the intersection Ralston with Chula Vista is a bottleneck. People are treating this as a 3 way stop
most of the time in the morning. There is no stop sign for Ralston. Ralston has the go-ahead. It becomes dangerous if a person suddenly stops
for traffic from Chula Vista when you don't expect it. This causes part of the back up on Ralston from Alameda to Chula Vista. The traffic will
flow better when people don't stop for traffic from Chula Vista to come in.

E-mail

Traffic

9/13/2012

I live at 2514 Ralston Avenue and have noticed the huge traffic backup on Ralston Avenue between 8 and 9 am. It is taking me over 30

minutes to travel about 2 miles from Cipriani/Continental and 101. It was not like this in the past ten years since | moved to Belmont. |
suggest conducting a warrant study to install a traffic signal at Ralston/South Road Intersection. This intersection is currently controlled by a
three-way stop signs and it is creating a bottle neck for both bounds on Ralston Avenue. It seems that the City might be using this multi-way
stop sign controlled intersection to calm speed and to allow for vehicles to merge safely at low speed from two lanes into one lane on the
westbound; however, | think a traffic signal might improve traffic flow and reduce stop and go condition and overall traffic delay along Ralston
Ave. Adequate enforcement will keep speed below the posted speed of 30MPH. Another minor improvement is to eliminate four parking
spaces on E/B Ralston Ave (in front of B of A) to allow for smoother and safer merging of vehicles from two lanes to one lane. | know this
might not be popular but giving the benefit it might not be hard to sell the idea. If not, then limited parking restriction (say from 7:00 am to 10;

E-mail

Traffic/Bikes

10/31/2012

Today, at around 8:30AM | witnessed almost a similar accident as yesterday's bike accident at Ralston and Maywood. Driving East bound on
Ralston, cars were stopped and were letting traffic turn left coming from Ralston Westbound turning Left into Maywood. The problem is that
there are bikers going Eastbound on Ralston to the right of the cars stopped. Left turn cars from Ralston Westbound into Maywood might not
pay attention to these bikers. The left turning car and the biker almost collided. This is a very dangerous situation. Maybe as a possible
solution, we should not allow left turns around this time of the day into Maywood. | am available to discuss this further.
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Email

Pedestrians

11/1/2012

I am writing in to express my concerns, and absolute disappointment with the city of Belmont in not dealing with the crosswalk at Villa Ave and
Ralston Ave. Ensuring the utmost safety to the residents of the city should be top priority. Today, November 1st, 2012 at around 3:15pm my
nephew and | were almost hit by a car that drove right through the crosswalk as we were in it! The lights that alert drivers that pedestrians are
in the crosswalk were flashing. The driver was 3 or 4 cars behind in the line of stopped traffic. The driver went to his left side skimming the
center divider to go around the cars that were stopped for us, and he just missed us as he went through the crosswalk. Delineators along the
center divider at least a few inches from the edge could prevent drivers from attempting to go around other cars that are stopped for pedestrians
as it would narrow the lane slightly. The city of Belmont can not wait for a tragedy to occur until something is done! One of the best things
Belmont did, was put delineators close to the intersection of EI Camino Real and Ralston Ave.
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