
April 18, 2013
1

RALSTON AVENUE CORRIDOR STUDY

COMMUNITY WORKSHOP AND OPEN HOUSE

DEFINING THE VISION

Presentation by

W-Trans

with
Alta Planning & Design
Iteris
RED3



2

W-TRANS

Defining the Vision for Ralston Avenue

1. Background

2. Study Purpose

3. Study Goals

4. Plan Process & Schedule

5. Public Participation



3

1.  BACKGROUND

Ralston Avenue
 Identified as a 2012/13 Council Priority Project 
 Prior studies have looked at congestion spots
 Prior studies did not look at overall corridor operations
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August 2012 Community Forum
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1.  BACKGROUND

 San Mateo SMART Corridor

 Village District Development

 Belmont General Plan
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1.  BACKGROUND

Ralston Avenue

 The only east/west connector route in the 
City of Belmont

 Serves
– Local commuters 
– Regional commuter
– Non-commute local traffic. 

 Designated as a regional arterial roadway 
 Distinctive Corridor due to

– Land Use and Community Character
– Geometry
– Topography
– Pedestrian and Bicyclist Use 
– Multi-Jurisdictional 
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1.  BACKGROUND

Ralston Avenue
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1.  BACKGROUND

Ralston Avenue
 Used by all modes of transportation including vehicles, transit, bicyclists and 

pedestrians 
 Peak hour congestion exacerbated by the variations in roadway widths and 

number of lanes 
 There are unconnected segments of bicycle lanes and sidewalks 
 There are schools, businesses, and housing that all contribute to various 

bottlenecks and conflicts
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2. STUDY PURPOSE

 To determine the adequacy of the 
corridor for multi-modal use 
including pedestrians, bicyclists, 
transit, and vehicles
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2. STUDY PURPOSE

 To determine the adequacy of the 
corridor for multi-modal use 
including pedestrians, bicyclists, 
transit, and vehicles

 To look at Existing and Future 
conditions

 To develop context sensitive 
transportation alternatives that 
integrate all modes of 
transportation

 To improve multi-modal use 
along the corridor in keeping with 
the City's Complete Streets 
Policy

 To identify key short-term and 
long-term transportation projects 
that will address walkability, 
bicycling, access to transit and 
traffic flow along the corridor 



15

3. STUDY GOALS

 To optimize the movement of people through the corridor 
– Better manage current and future multi-modal (users) traffic demands 

on Ralston Avenue 
– Strategies to improve walking and pedestrian use 
– Strategies to improve bicycling along the corridor
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3. STUDY GOALS

 To optimize the movement of people through the corridor 
– Better manage current and future multi-modal (users) traffic demands 

on Ralston Avenue 
– Strategies to improve walking and pedestrian use 
– Strategies to improve bicycling along the corridor

 Maintain or improve access to businesses and residences 
 Develop recommendations for operational and physical 

improvements (Capital Improvement Program) for City Council 
consideration 
– Provide City Council and Staff with a framework and strategy in 

decision-making for needed CIP and operational efficiency
– Ultimately, position the City to compete favorably for Regional and 

State Grants to fund major improvements
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4. PLAN PROCESS AND SCHEDULE
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4. PLAN PROCESS AND SCHEDULE

Phase I Data Collection

 Community Outreach Meetings
 Workshops with

– Residents
– Business Owners
– Schools
– Stakeholders (City Council, 

Planning Commissioners, 
Others)

 Creation of Project Database
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4. PLAN PROCESS AND SCHEDULE

Phase II Alternatives Development

 Mobility Assessments
 Issues Identification

– Data Collection and Field 
Verification 

– Council and Community Input 
– Community Outreach Meetings 

and Workshops 
 Traffic/transportation engineering 

studies 
 Development of Draft Alternatives, 

Draft Budget and Draft Short- and 
Long-Term Improvements 
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5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Ralston Avenue Corridor Study Website      
http://www.ralstonavenuecorridorstudy.org/
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5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
3 Workstations & 3 Visioning Opportunities

What is your vision for the Ralston Avenue Corridor?
Please visit each one and provide your comments and vision!
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