
April 29, 2014  
Planning Commission Meeting 

 

CITY OF BELMONT 
 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

SUMMARY MINUTES  
 

TUESDAY, APRIL 29, 2014 - 7:00 PM 
 
 

Chair Herbach called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at One Twin Pines Lane, City Hall Council 
Chambers.   
 
1. ROLL CALL  
 
Commissioners Present:   Herbach, Hold, Mercer, Hurt, MacDonald   
Commissioners Absent:   Kim, Goldfarb   
 
Staff Present:        Community Development Director de Melo, City Attorney Rennie,  
                                    Senior Planner DiDonato, Associate Planner Gill, Recording Secretary Turning  
 
2. AGENDA AMENDMENTS - None 
 
3.  COMMUNITY FORUM (Public Comments) - None 
 
4. CONSENT CALENDAR  

 
4A.  Minutes of April 1, 2014 
 

MOTION: By Commissioner Hurt seconded by Commissioner MacDonald to approve the 
Minutes of 4/1/14 and verify accuracy on motion for item 5A – Solana Drive. 

 
Ayes:       Mercer, Hold, Hurt, MacDonald, Herbach  
Noes:       None 
Absent:   Kim, Goldfarb    
 
Motion passed:  5/0/2 
 
     4B.  Landscape Plan – 905 South Road 
 
Senior Planner DiDonato described the proposed landscape plans answering questions of the 
Commission.  
 
The landscape architect was available for questions 
 
No requests to speak on this matter were received from the public. 
 
Chair Herbach confirmed no one on the commission had any ex-parte communications with 
anyone on this project. 
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Discussion ensued. 
 
MOTION: By Commissioner MacDonald seconded by Commissioner Hurt to move the 
Resolution of the Planning Commission of the City of Belmont Approving a Final Landscape Plan 
for the Construction of a New 3,051 Square Foot Single Family Residence Located at 905 South 
Road (Appl. No. 2013-0021) 
 
Ayes:        MacDonald, Hurt, Herbach, Mercer, Hold 
Noes:        None 
Absent:    Kim, Goldfarb 
 
Motion passed:  5/0/2 
 
Chair Herbach noted this item can be appealed within 10 calendar days. 
    
6A. PUBLIC HEARING - 1946 Oak Knoll Drive 
To consider a Single Family Design Review to construct a 1,062 square foot addition to the existing 
2,431 square foot single-family residence. The proposal will bring the total square footage of the 
residence to 3,493 square feet where the zoning district maximum permitted is 3,497 square feet for this 
site. (Application No. PA2013-0056)   
APN: 044-072-460; Zoned: R-1B Single Family Residential 
CEQA Status: Categorical Exemption per Section 15301 
Applicant: LHA Associates   
Owner(s): Andy & Anne Ting 
Project Planner: Rob Gill, (650) 598-4204 
 
Associate Planner Gill summarized the Staff Report answering questions of the Commission.  
 
The owner and contractor were available and responded to questions from the Commission. 
 
Chair Herbach confirmed no one on the commission had any ex-parte communications with 
anyone on this project.  Commissioner Hurt noted she briefly spoke to the owner advising she was 
there for a site visit.  
 
Requests to speak on this matter were received from the public. 
Juing-Liang Ou, Mayling Ou, Bassem Hanna and Yuri Sharonin spoke regarding the project. 
 
Motion by Chair Herbach seconded by Commissioner MacDonald to close the Public Hearing. 
 
Motion passed by show of hands:  5/0 
 
Discussion ensued. 
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MOTION: By Commissioner Mercer seconded by Commissioner MacDonald to move the 
Resolution of the Planning Commission of the City of Belmont Approving a Single Family Design 
Review at 1946 Oak Knoll Drive (Appl. No. 2013-0056) with the added conditions;  
The crawl space (accessible from the proposed entertainment room) shall not be made habitable, and 
shall not to exceed the allowable square footage for the site without approval by the City;  Return to 
the Planning Commission with a Landscape/Hardscape Plan to reflect the relocation of the proposed 
two tree plantings to mitigate bulk and reduction of the existing paving.   
 
Ayes:        Mercer, MacDonald, Hurt, Herbach, Hold 
Noes:        None 
Absent:    Kim, Goldfarb 
 
Motion passed:  5/0/2 
 
Chair Herbach noted this item can be appealed within 10 calendar days. 
 
6B.      PUBLIC HEARING – 1500 Ralston Avenue 
To consider a Certificate of Appropriateness to modify the building façade, and apply a matching stone 
veneer, in conjunction with a seismic retrofit for the roof structure of the Carriage House on the Notre 
Dame De Namur University (NDNU) campus. No interior modifications or floor area additions are 
proposed as part of this project. (Application No. PA 2014-0014) 
APN: 044-360-070, 100 & 120; Zoned: PD – Planned Development 
CEQA Status:  Categorical Exemption per Section 15331  
Applicant/Owner: Notre Dame De Namur University (NDNU) 
Project Planner: Carlos de Melo, 650-595-7440 
 
Community Development Director de Melo summarized the Staff Report answering questions of 
the Commission.  
 
The applicant and contractor were available and responded to questions of the Commission. 
 
No requests to speak on this matter were received from the public. 
 
Chair Herbach confirmed no one on the commission had any ex-parte communications with 
anyone on this project. 
 
Discussion ensued. 
 
MOTION: By Commissioner Hold seconded by Commissioner MacDonald to move the 
Resolution of the Planning Commission of the City of Belmont Approving a Certificate of 
Appropriateness for the Construction of Exterior Modifications for the Notre Dame De Namur 
University (NDNU) Carriage House/Art Center Building Located at 1500 Ralston Avenue (APN’s: 
044-360-070, 100 &120) 
 
Ayes:        Hold, Hurt, MacDonald, Herbach, Mercer 
Noes:        None 
Absent:     Kim, Goldfarb 
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Motion passed:  5/0/2 
 
Chair Herbach noted this item can be appealed within 10 calendar days. 
 
7.         REPORTS, STUDIES AND UPDATES: 
7A. Caltrain Modernization Program/High Speed Rail - City issued comment letter to Caltrain 

regarding the draft EIR today.    
 
8. City Council Meeting of Tuesday, May, 13, 2014 – 7:00 PM 
 Liaison: Commissioner Mercer 
            Alternate Liaison: Commissioner MacDonald 
Commissioner Mercer is unable to attend, Commissioner MacDonald will attend the May 13, 2014 
meeting. 
 
9.       ADJOURNMENT: 8:55 pm. 
Adjournment To: Tuesday, May 6, 2014 - 7:00 PM for a Planning Commission Meeting at Belmont City 
Hall. 
 
Information on the applications to be considered at this meeting may be obtained from the City of 
Belmont Planning Division, One Twin Pines Lane, Suite # 110, CA, 94002, 650/595-7417.  This meeting 
will be televised and webstreamed.  In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need 
special assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact: 650-637-2999.  Notification in advance of 
the meeting will enable the city to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting. 
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