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Centennial
Utility Box Art Program
Application Packet

Round 1 Application deadline: Monday, March 2, 2026, 5PM
Submit applications to parksrec@belmont.gov or at 30 Twin Pines Ln, Belmont, CA

Call for Local Artists to Share Talents and Create a Legacy

In anticipation of the City of Belmont’s Centennial Celebration in 2026, the City is seeking an artist to
showcase their work on this project by painting a City-owned utility boxes in downtown Belmont. The
artwork should reflect Belmont’s vibrant history. This packet contains: Program information, FAQs, a
sample Artists Agreement, Artist Application, and Utility Box Locations

PROGRAM INFORMATION
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Applications will not be accepted after Monday, March 2, 2026 at 5PM.
Please read this “Call for Artists” in its entirety before completing the application.

Eligibility

While all adults and youth are invited to apply for this program, priority will be given to artists that either
live, learn, or work in Belmont. Student artists are also encouraged to apply. Artists may enlist assistants
or art instructors to help them complete the project. All entries must be an original design and artwork of
the entrant must be suitable for viewing by all ages.

Description and Location of Utility Box
The utility box is located at the corner of Ralston Avenue and Sixth Avenue. We may have other
opportunities/ locations in the future. We will notify the community when such opportunities are available.

Artwork Opportunity

The art should enliven the areca and reflect Belmont’s vibrant history. The art should be visible from a
distance; therefore, artists may choose to utilize bold colors and designs. Artists can submit more than one
concept for the same location.

Painting cannot begin until the design has been approved, all liability and Artist Agreement are completed,
The work must be completed by the completion date on the Agreement. Artists under the age of 18 must
have a parent or guardian also sign all forms and the parent or guardian must be present during all painting
activity.

Entries that use a copyrighted or trademarked image will not be accepted. In addition, the art must be
original and appropriate for viewing by all segments of the community. Entries must not defame or invade
the rights of any person(s), living or dead. The art may include the artist’s initials (no larger than 3” x 57).

Artist is responsible for providing all supplies to complete the project. Upon completion, the City will
reimburse up to $250 worth of art materials via check after receipts are provided to the Park & Recreation
office at 30 Twin Pines Lane.

The artwork will become the property of the City of Belmont and include a waiver of all Artists rights
under Visual Artists Rights Act, 17 U.S.C §§106A and 113(d) ("VARA"), the California Art Preservation
Act, Cal. Civil Code §§ 987 and 989 ("CAPA").

Application

Each of the following items must be submitted to parksrec@belmont.gov or at 30 Twin Pines Lane,

Belmont, CA.

1. A fully completed Application (pages 9-12 of this document). (incomplete applications will not be
considered)

2. A conceptual COLOR drawing using the template and showing the planned artwork for the front, back,
and sides, of the box. Submissions may be hand drawn or computer generated.

Artist Selection Process will consist of:

1. Review and selection by a Parks & Recreation Commission subcommittee.

2. Selections will be presented at the Parks & Recreation Commission meeting on April 1, 2026 for final
approval.

3. Artists will be notified by email by April 8, 2026
Notes: Decisions by the Subcommittee are final; selection and notification dates may change.
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Selection Criteria

e Artwork that can be transferred from original sketch to utility box

e Artwork that relates to the location of the box and the surrounding area.

e Artwork that emphasizes the City’s unique characteristics, historic heritage.

If You Are Selected

1. Artists must sign a City of Belmont liability release and Artist’s Agreement.
2. Artist will be notified when utility box is ready for painting.

3. Work must be completed within 60 days of notification.

4. Artist must notify the City when the project is completed.

5. The City will cover the artwork with a clear anti-graffiti coating.

Please direct questions to the Parks & Recreation office at (650) 595-7441 or parksrec@belmont.gov.

Thank you for Beautifying Belmont!
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——— Utility Box Art Program

BEL’EONT Frequently Asked Questions

What are the goals for the utility box art program?
The goals of the project are to enhance the beauty and vibrancy of Belmont, celebrate Belmont’s history
and 2026 Centennial, deter unsightly graffiti on utility boxes, and bring art to unexpected places.

How can I apply to paint a utility boxes?

Applications and Design Template are available from the Parks & Recreation Department by e-mailing
parksrec@belmont.gov. The information is also available on the City’s website,
www.belmont.gov/100years, and at the Belmont Parks & Recreation Office at 30 Twin Pines Lane.

Who is sponsoring/paying for the painting of the utility boxes?
The City of Belmont is overseeing this program and providing reimbursement for art materials.

Can I sponsor/pay for a utility box to be painted?
Yes, donations for public arts projects can be made through the Belmont Parks and Recreation
Department. Call 650-595-7441 for additional information.

How is the artwork for the box selected?
The artwork is selected by an ad hoc committee, consisting of two Parks and Recreation Commissioners and up
to four members of the local arts community, based upon the following criteria:
e Artist’s experience and ability to complete the project within time frame
Creativity and originality of the proposed artwork
Adherence to the goals listed above
Artwork that relates to the utility box location
Artwork that emphasizes the City’s unique characteristics, historic heritage, or a key activity

Are the artists paid?
Yes, the City pays a small stipend to the artist.

How do I come up with the design and how is it transferred to the box?
Each artist has an idea that has inspired him/her which they create into a rendering. The rendering is
submitted to the committee for approval and then scaled to fit the size of the box being painted.

What are the guidelines to what design you can paint?
The artwork must be appropriate for the entire community to view and appropriate for its location.

What kind of paint are you using?
The artists can use acrylic and or latex paints.

Is this permanent?
An anti-graffiti clear coat will be applied to protect the art upon completion and should last over 10 years.
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What is the plan if it gets tagged and or vandalized?
If the artwork is vandalized and cannot be remedied by City staff, the artist is asked to repaint it.

Who is eligible to paint a utility box?
Everyone is eligible for this program, but priority will be given to artists that either live or work in

Belmont. Student artists are also encouraged to apply. Artists may enlist assistants or art instructors to
help them complete the project.

Additional Questions??
Please contact Parks & Recreation at (650) 595-7441 or parksrec@belmont.gov
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——— Centennial Utility Box Art Program
Artist Agreement

The City of Belmont (“City”) and the undersigned (“Artist”) agree to the following terms and conditions
for Artist’s participation in the Centennial Utility Box Art Program (“Program”) by painting a mural
(“Artwork™) on a utility box.

Painting the Artwork

The mural may only be painted on a utility box selected by the City and only after Artist receives written
authorization from the City to paint the selected box. The mural must conform to the artwork submitted
for consideration, including color, composition and text. The mural must be in acrylic paint and cover all
four sides and the top of the box. The mural cannot restrict any vents or airflow through the boxes. City
maintenance crews must always be able to fully access the components inside the box. Artist is
responsible for providing all labor and supplies (“Work™) to complete the Artwork, including sanding,
priming, and painting. Site preparation and installation of the Artwork must be completed within 90 days
of City approval for work to begin. The mural may include the Artist’s name (no larger than 3” x 5”) on
one side.

Reimbursement of Supplies

Upon completion, the City of Belmont will reimburse the Artist for supplies up to $250 (with submitted
receipts).

Original work

Artist represents that the Artwork is original and is solely the product of Artist’s own creative efforts and
does not infringe any patent, copyright, trademark, trade name, or other proprietary right of any person or
entity.

Artist’s Waiver of Moral Rights

Artist waives all claims against City of Belmont arising under the federal Visual Artists Rights Act (17
U.S.C. §§106A and 113(d)), the California Art Preservation Act (Cal. Civil Code §§987 et seq.), and any
other local, state, federal or international laws that convey rights of the same nature as those conveyed
under 17 U.S.C. §106A, Cal. Civil Code §§987 et seq., or any other type of moral right protecting the
integrity of works of art.

Maintenance; removal

City is not required to maintain the Artwork and is not liable to Artist for damage or vandalism of the
Artwork however caused. City may determine to allow the Artwork to deteriorate if deemed appropriate
by City. If the Artwork suffers damage or deterioration, City may in its sole discretion remove the
Artwork from display, replace any portion of the Artwork or translate any component into new media, or
maintain the Artwork on display despite its damaged or deteriorated condition. City may alter or remove
the Artwork in whole or in part in City’s sole judgment at any time without notice to Artist.

Assignment of Copyright and Title; Authorization for City’s Use of Artwork

Artist assigns to the City of Belmont all rights, title, and interest, including copyright, in and to the
Artwork. By this assignment, Artist irrevocably grants the City of Belmont the unconditional right to use,
reproduce, copy, sell, exhibit, publish, or distribute, in whole or in part, in any medium now or later



developed, photographs and other two- or three-dimensional reproductions of the Artwork for
informational, educational, promotional, public relations, advertising, tourism, art, commercial, or non-
commercial purposes— without charge to City and without payment to Artist of any compensation, fee,
royalty, or damages (now or later).

Publicity.

Artist grants the City of Belmont permission to use without compensation Artist’s name, likeness, and
biographical information, in connection with the display or reproduction and distribution of the Artwork
including all advertising and promotional materials regarding the City.

Waiver of Claims

In exchange for the City’s permitting Artist to participate in the utility box art program, Artist waives any
right of recovery against the City (including its officers, agents and employees) for any injury or damage
to Artist including without limitation bodily injury, personal injury (i.e., libel, slander, defamation of
character), and injury to property rights, arising out of Artist’s participating in the utility box art program.

Indemnification

Artist agrees to indemnify, defend, and hold harmless City and is officers, agents and employees from all
costs, claims and liabilities related to or arising from performing the Work, including without limitation
costs, claims and liabilities asserting any sort of injury or damage including bodily injury, defamation,
misappropriation of name or likeness, property damage, and infringement of property right, except to the
extent such loss is the result of the active negligence or willful misconduct of City.

Liability of City

City’s payment obligations under this agreement shall be limited to reimbursement of expenses provided
for in this agreement. Notwithstanding any other provision of this agreement, in no event is the City liable
to Artist (regardless of whether any claim is based on contract or tort) for any special, consequential,
indirect or incidental damages (including, but not limited to, lost profits) arising out of or in connection
with this agreement or the Work performed in connection with this agreement.

No Employment Relationship

Artist is at all times to be an independent contractor and is wholly responsible for the manner in which
Artist performs the Work. Artist is liable for the acts and omissions of itself, its employees and its agents.
Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as creating an employment or agency relationship between
City and Artist. Any terms in this Agreement referring to direction from City shall be construed as
providing for direction as to policy and the result of Artist’s work only, and not as to the means by which
such a result is obtained.

Binding on others; California law

This Agreement is binding upon Artist’s heirs, successors, licensees, agents and assigns, and is governed
by the laws of the State of California.

Entire Agreement; Modification

This Agreement represents the entire and integrated agreement between City and Artist, and replaces all
other negotiations, understandings, promises, and agreements, either oral or written. This agreement may
only be modified in writing signed by the City’s authorized representative and Artist.



Utility Box Location : Ralston & Sixth Avenue

Date by when painting must be completed:

Artist

(signature) (print name)

Parent/Guardian (if artist is a minor, parent signature is also required)

(signature) (print name)

(date)

(signature) (print name)

(date)
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Centennial Utility Box Art Program
Artist Application

Application Deadline: Monday, March 2, 2026, 5PM.

Name:

Address:

Day Phone: Evening Phone:

Email:

If you work or attend school in Belmont, please list the name and address of your employer/ school:

Please describe any experience you have working on a large scale:

Please submit a statement about your interest in decorating the utility box at Ralston & Sixth Avenue for
Belmont’s Centennial in 2026.

Examples of Work (must be supplied electronically)

(1)Title of Work:

Medium/Description:

(2)Title of Work:




Medium/Description:

1 certify that I have created the above artwork (please initial):
Rendering for Utility Box

Title of Work:

Description:

PLEASE NOTE: You must submit this completed application along with a concept drawing using the provided
Design Template. Please read this entire document for detailed instructions. All requirements must be met, or the
application will be removed from consideration.

TERMS OF SUBMISSION

I agree that: (1) my submission(s) and their contents will automatically become the property of the City of Belmont,
with no compensation to me; (2) The City of Belmont may use or redistribute the submissions and their contents for
any purpose and in any way; (3) there is no obligation for the City of Belmont to review the submission; and (4) there
is no obligation to keep any submissions confidential. Further, I agree to waive any and all rights in the Visual Artists
Rights Act, 17 U.S.C §§106A and 113(d) ("VARA"), the California Art Preservation Act, Cal. Civil Code §§ 987
and 989 ("CAPA"), including but not limited to rights of attribution and rights to removal or possession.

X Date:
Artist Signature

X Date:
Parent/Guardian (if artist is a minor, Parent Signature is also required)

DISCLAIMER

I have read the attached information and agree to the rules & regulations stated. The undersigned agrees to indemnify
and hold harmless, the City of Belmont, Its Council, Officers, Boards, Commissions, Agents, associated Foundations
and Employees for any loss or liability which results or is alleged to have resulted from my participation in this event,
including any claim arising out of the applicants entry, acts, or omissions in said contest or any accident, injury or
damage involved therein, including but not limited to attorney fees and court costs. I have read and fully understand
these policies. I am an adult and my signature is below.

X Date:
Artist Signature

X Date:
Parent/Guardian (if artist is a minor, Parent Signature is also required)
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Centennial Utility Box Art Program

Template for Proposed Work

This is a typical utility box diagram representing the four sides and the top; please use it to draw the images
as they would be painted. Bold colors and graphics that can be seen from a distance work well. Please
submit this completed diagram on 8.5” x 11” paper or electronically. Actual utility boxes vary in size and
shape and have vents, seams, doors, and handles. Be prepared to adjust your art to fit a unique utility box.

[ 9PIS

C9PIS

€ 9PIS
dog.

¥ 9PIS
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