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CITY OF BELMONT 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

Tuesday, February 16, 2021 – 7:00PM 

 
Commission members participated in this meeting by teleconference as authorized by Executive Order 

N-29-20.  The public viewed the meeting via live on Zoom, the city website or on Comcast Channel 

27.  Members of the public watching remotely were given the Cdev@belmont.gov email address to 

submit public comments.  

ROLL CALL 7:00 P.M. 

Planning Commission members present: Finley, Kramer, Kulich, Majeski, Meier, Pyrz, Runcie  

Commission members absent: 

 

Staff Present: Community Development Director (CDD) Carlos de Melo, Associate Planner Michael 

Dietz, Administrative Assistant Diane Lynn 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Led by Chair Pyrz 

 

COMMUNITY FORUM 

Chair Pyrz opened the Community Forum.   

No items were submitted. 

Chair Pyrz closed the Community Forum. 

 

COMMISSIONER ANNOUNCEMENTS / AGENDA AMENDMENTS 

There were no announcements or agenda amendments 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

5.A Regular Meeting Minutes for January 19, 2021  

 

Commissioner Meier stated he would like to offer amends to the first and second sentences in 

paragraph one on page 4 to better reflect his meeting comments.  

(* denotes amended verbiage in italics).   

 

*Some Commissioners stated they would like the intimate, small town feel to carry through via the 

proposed signage and use the style elements already existing in our community and build on them.  

The signage proposed appears to be “fast-moving”. *Other Commissioners supported the proposed 

signage.  

 

Commissioners agreed with the amendment.  
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ACTION:  On a motion by Commissioner Meier, seconded by Commissioner Kulich to approve the 

regular meeting minutes of January 19, 2021 as amended.  

 

Motion passed 7-0 (7 Ayes, 0 Noes)  

 

STUDY SESSION – NONE 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

7 A. 2520 Dekoven Ave. (Conditional Use Permit and Design Review) 

Commissioners stated no ex-parte communications were made.  

 

Associate Planner Dietz provided an overview of the staff report and presentation for a Conditional 

Use Permit and Design Review for the relocation of existing wireless equipment from the Mid-

Peninsula Water District tanks to a new temporary monopole.  
 

The proposed project would include relocating existing affixed wireless equipment from the water tanks 

to a new temporary monopole on the southwest portion of the site.  The monopole would be 60’ in 

height and host other antennas and radio units at the top.  A temporary utility cabinet would also be 

constructed at the base and would be enclosed by chain link fencing with safety signage affixed.  

 

A Radio Frequency (RF) Analysis Report indicated that new antennas or radio units are proposed. 

Analysis of cumulative effects of co-locating existing equipment will be conducted; the applicant 

submitted an RF report that indicated the proposal would be compliant with all FCC regulations with 

the incorporation of certain recommendations. The report was also peer reviewed.  All 

recommendations and mitigation measures provided by both engineers have been incorporated in the 

Conditions of Approval (COA’s).  

 

Staff stated the proposed project complies with all standards for relocated antennas, and relevant 

standards for a new monopole. Staff also noted that the City has limited discretion to deny a project 

based solely on aesthetic concerns related to wireless facilities. Staff also noted that this project is 

categorically exempt from CEQA under Section 15303, Class 3(e), as this project entails facility 

relocations to a temporary monopole.  

 

All relevant City departments and consultants have reviewed the project, and such, staff recommends 

approval subject to the Conditions of Approval.   

 

Chair Pyrz invited the applicant to speak. 

Jill Sermon architect, had no comments but stated she was available for any questions. 

 

COMMISSION COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS 

 

In response to Commissioners, the following statements were made to address questions: 

• Rene Ramirez, Mid-Peninsula Water District, stated the Capital Improvement Project for 

reconstruction of the water tanks will take approximately 18-months.  

• Staff stated the monopole will need to be relocated to the water tank 90-days after the work is 

completed.  

• 90-day period is commenced upon finalization of the Building Permit.  Staff will reach out to 

the applicant to move their facilities back to the water tank upon building permit final.   

• The applicant will reapply for the CUP and it will come back to the Planning Commission to 
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put the antennas back on the tanks.  However, the City’s updated wireless ordinance is in 

process of being adopted and this may not fall within the new ordinance parameters by the time 

work is completed.  Therefore, the reinstallation of the antennas may not need to come back to 

the Planning Commission.  

• The location of the monopole was decided based on staging of equipment and space issues on 

the property during reconstruction.  

• Application submittals from other carriers will be accepted to go through the process to use 

this site as a co-location for other wireless facilities if they choose to do so.   

• Under FCC guidance, the City can consider any adopted objective standards, and cannot 

consider subjective standards.  Staff explained that if the project is unsightly, it is not an 

objective standard. However, there is a “Good Faith Effort” in the standards that the installation 

would be screened. In order to facilitate denial of the project, there has to be some objective 

standard that can be measured where there is a violation.    

 

Chair Pyrz opened the Public Hearing. 

Staff stated no emails were submitted nor Zoom attendees had public comment.  

Chair Pyrz closed the Public Hearing. 

 

COMMISSION DISCUSSION AND DELIBERATION 

Commissioners made the findings in the affirmative. 

 

ACTION: On a motion by Commissioner Runcie, seconded by Commissioner Majeski to approve the 

Conditional Use Permit (CUP) and Design Review for 2520 Dekoven Avenue, Application number 
PA2021-0001. 

 

Motion passed 7-0 (7 Ayes, 0 Noes) 

 

Chair Pyrz stated this item is appealable within 10 calendar days. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS/UPDATES   

 

Community Development Director de Melo stated the following: 

• Reminder of the virtual Annual Commission Appreciation Dinner for February 17, 2021. 

• Commissioner Finley submitted his resignation effective February 26th.  Community 

Development Director gave thanks and provided some accolades to Commissioner Finley and 

asked him to say a few words to the Commission. 

 

Commissioner Finley thanked the Commission and stated he learned much about the city during his 

year and a half of service.  He said he was moving out of state and therefore can no longer serve on the 

Commission.   

 

ADJOURNMENT at this time being 7:40PM to a regular meeting of the Planning Commission to 

be held on March 2, 2021.  Public Notice as required will be issued in advance of the Commission 

Meeting. 

 

Diane Lynn - Administrative Assistant  
  


