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 CITY OF BELMONT  

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES  

Tuesday, February 18, 2020 – 7:00PM  

 

ROLL CALL 7:00 P.M. 

Planning Commission members present: Meier, Finley, Majeski, Kramer 

Planning Commission members absent: Pyrz 

 

Staff Present: Community Development Director de Melo, Associate Planner Dietz, Assistant 

Planner Shek, Administrative Assistant Lynn 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Led by Chair Majeski  

 

COMMUNITY FORUM 

Chair Majeski opened the Community Forum.   

No speakers came forward.  Chair Majeski closed the Community Forum. 

 

COMMISSIONER ANNOUNCEMENTS / AGENDA AMENDMENTS 

No announcements or agenda amendments were made. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

Regular Meeting Minutes for February 4, 2020  
Moved to consent calendar for the next Planning Commission Meeting. 

 

STUDY SESSION- NONE 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

7 A. 1941 Alden Street (Single-Family Design Review) 

Commissioners stated no ex-parte communications were made. 
 

Assistant Planner Shek provided an overview of the staff report and presentation for a Single-Family 

Design Review to construct a new 16 square foot first floor and an 818 square foot second floor 

addition to an existing 1,648 square foot single-family residence for the subject property.   Staff stated 

the project is well-designed and articulated, the project would not impact public views, no grading 

required on site, the existing landscape would be maintained, and the project is in compliance with 

the Residential Design Guidelines and Residential Design Criteria. Staff made the findings in the 

affirmative and recommended Commission approval. 

 

Chair Majeski invited the applicant to speak. 

The applicant had no comments and stated they were available for questions.   
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COMMISSION COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS 

In response to Commissioner Finley to a lower section door across from the garage that is not indicated 

on the plans, the applicant stated the door will serve as crawlspace access.  

 

Chair Majeski opened the Public Hearing.  

No speakers came forth. 

Chair Majeski closed the Public Hearing.  

 

COMMISSION DISCUSSION 

Commissioners concurred in agreement and made the findings.   

 

ACTION: On a motion by Commissioner Meier, seconded by Commissioner Finley to approve the 

Single-Family Design Review at 1941 Alden Street, Application No. PA2019-0093.  

 

Motion passed 4-0.  

 

Chair Majeski stated this item is appealable within 10 calendar days. 

 

 

7 B. 718 Alameda de las Pulgas (Single-Family Design Review, Tree Removal Permit, and 

Variances) 

Commissioners stated no ex-parte communications were made. 
 

Associate Planner Dietz provided an overview of the staff report and presentation for a Single-Family 

Design Review to construct a 1,641 square foot addition to an existing 1,999 square foot single-family 

residence, a tree permit, and two variances for minimum front setback (15’ required; 9’6” proposed), 

and minimum driveway length (18’ required; 9’6” proposed), and a new accessory dwelling unit 

(ADU).  The project would include the following details: 

• Removal of one protected redwood tree due to the hillside location and proximity to the project 

• A new driveway extending into the Right-of-Way. 

• Excavation of approximately 715 cubic yards of cut to allow for new driveway and garage. 

• Creation of a two-car garage and driveway (The Department of Public Works approved use 

of the unused portion of the right-of-way for uncovered parking spaces, allowing sufficient  

room for the shortened driveway). 

 

Staff findings show the project is categorically exempt under CEQA, the project is well-designed and 

articulated, it would not impact public views, landscaping would be improved, and the project is in 

compliance with the Residential Design Guidelines and Residential Design Criteria. The criteria 

supporting tree removal outweigh criteria supporting retention.  Staff made the findings in the 

affirmative and recommended Commission approval.   

 

Chair Majeski invited the applicant to speak. 

John O’Donnell, Owner, spoke on home upgrades and improved parking and safety for the property.  

 

Chair Majeski opened the Public Hearing.  

Lisa O’Connor, neighbor, spoke in favor of the project and stated the proposed driveway/parking 

element will greatly improve visibility and safety. 

Chair Majeski closed the Public Hearing.  
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COMMISSION COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS 

In response to Commissioner questions, staff indicated where the public right-of-way boundary was 

located on the topographic survey map and stated there was approximately 10’ from street to property 

line.  A sidewalk and driveway approach would be installed.  The proposed driveway on the property 

will be 9’6”, and the additional right-of-way space would be used for parking and the driveway 

approach allowing for ample space.  The property owner will be responsible for the maintenance of 

the improvements in the right-of-way.  

 

COMMISSION DISCUSSION 

In response to Commissioner Majeski, Anna Currant, Architect, stated they did not design the new 

garage to be further upslope within the property due to meeting the design guidelines for the 

articulation of the front facade and reducing bulk by pushing the garage forward and avoiding a two 

story elevation at the sidewalk view. Additionally, a substantial amount of additional shoring would 

have been needed to excavate under the house.    

 

Commissioners concurred in agreement and made the findings.   

 

ACTION: On a motion by Commissioner Kramer, seconded by Commissioner Meier to approve the 

Single-Family Design Review, Tree Removal Permit and Variances at 718 Alameda de las Pulgas, 

Application No. PA2019-0013.  

 

Motion passed 4-0. 

 

Chair Majeski stated this item is appealable within 10 calendar days. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS  

 

Community Development Director de Melo brought up the following reminders: 

• The first Commission meeting in March is anticipated to be held on Monday, March 2nd due 

to the primary election and Commission availability.   

• The Annual Commission Appreciation Dinner will be held on February 24th.   

 

ADJOURNMENT at this time being 7:42PM to a regular meeting of the Planning Commission to be 

held on March 2, 2020.  Public Notice as required will be issued in advance of the next Commission 

Meeting.                                                                            

                                                                                                    Diane Lynn - Administrative Assistant 


