
Zoning Administrator Public Hearing Meeting Minutes of 6/26/19 
 

 

 

 

Minutes of the Zoning Administrator Public Hearing of Wednesday, June 26, 2019 

Emergency Operations Center (EOC), One Twin Pines Lane, Belmont, CA 
 
ROLL CALL 4:00 P.M. 

Staff Present: Zoning Administrator/Community Development Director de Melo, Associate 

Planner Dietz, and Administrative Assistant Lynn 

 

Applicant/Owner:  Jaime Arafiles, Abhishek Nair 

Appellant:  Larry Smurthwaite 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

2 A. 1241 Elmer Street– (Single-Family Design Review) 

Associate Planner Dietz provided an overview of the staff report and a presentation to consider Single-

Family Design Review for an 819 square foot ground floor addition to an existing 1,402 square foot 

single-family residence.  Staff recommended approval of the project. 

APN: 040-334-170 

Zoning:  R-1C- Single-Family Residential 

CEQA Status:  Categorically Exempt – Section 15301, Class 1 (e) (2) 

Applicant:  Jaime Arafiles 

Owner:  Abhishek Nair 

Project Planner:  Michael Dietz 

 

No requests to speak on this item were received from the public.  

 

Larry Smurthwaite, appellant, stated he had concerns of privacy. 

 

Abhishek Nair, owner, stated the split-level home does not have a living area in the upper level, as it is 

an attic.  He noted the expansion was on the ground floor.  

 

Mr. Smurthwaite asked to see the project location on the map in relation to his home.  It was found that 

there was a misconception of where the property was located; he thought the project was behind his 

home where another property was conducting work.  

 

Carlos de Melo, Zoning Administrator, asked Associate Planner Dietz to provide an educational 

summary of circumstances for privacy when someone applies for a Floor Area Exception. 

 

COMMENTS BETWEEN PARTIES 

Applicant/Owner had no additional comments. 

Appellant apologized for misconception and found the guidance and educational piece very 

informative.  

 

Zoning Administrator de Melo made the findings and moved to approve the project at 1241 Elmer 

Street and stated this action is appealable within 10 days.  

 

ADJOURNMENT at this time being 4:22PM.   

Diane Lynn - Administrative Assistant 


