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Minutes of the Planning Commission Regular Meeting of Tuesday, September 3, 2019 
Council Chambers, One Twin Pines Lane, Belmont, CA 
 
ROLL CALL 7:00 P.M. 
Planning Commission members present: Majeski, Meier, Goldfarb, Finley, Pyrz, Kramer, McCune 
Planning Commission members absent: None  
 
Staff Present: Community Development Director de Melo, Assistant Planner Shek 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Led by Commission Chair McCune.  
 
COMMUNITY FORUM 
Chair McCune opened the Community Forum.   
No speakers came forward.  Chair McCune closed the Community Forum. 
 
COMMISSIONER ANNOUNCEMENTS / AGENDA AMENDMENTS 
No announcements or agenda amendments 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR-NONE 
 
STUDY SESSION- NONE 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
7 A. Hallmark Avenue- Mid-Peninsula Water Tank Site (Conditional Use Permit/Design Review 
Commissioners stated no ex-parte communications were made. 
 
Assistant Planner Shek provided an overview of the staff report and a presentation for the Conditional 
Use Permit (CUP) and Design Review to replace three existing T-Mobile antennas and wireless 
telecommunication equipment located at the Mid-Peninsula Water Tank Site on Hallmark Drive.  
 
The project is eligible for Section 6409(a) and meets Belmont Zoning Ordinance Section 25 for 
communication facility standards.  The applicant submitted a Radio Frequency Report that was peer 
reviewed by the City’s consultant for FCC regulations to ensure requirements are being met. Staff 
made the findings for the CUP and Design Review in the affirmative and recommended approval.  
 
Chair McCune invited the applicant to speak. 
Daniel Pierce, applicant, concurred with staff that they are replacing the existing antennas to increase 
capacity and coverage from the mobile provider to the users in the area.  He also stated that no new  
structure will be installed.    
 
COMMISSION QUESTIONS TO STAFF 
Chair McCune opened questions from Commission to staff or the applicant.   
 
In response to Chair McCune, Director de Melo stated that when an application is subject to a 6409 
provision, it then requires streamline review prior to review/approval.  He stated the Standards for the 
6409 are described in the Staff Report on page 4 and 5 for Commissioners reference.    
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Chair McCune opened the Public Hearing.  
No speakers came forward.  
Chair McCune closed the Public Hearing.  
 
COMMISSION DISCUSSION 
Commissioners concurred in support and made the findings in the affirmative.   
 
ACTION: On a motion by Commissioner Majeski, seconded by Commissioner Kramer to approve the 
Conditional Use Permit and Design Review to replace three existing antennas and wireless 
telecommunications equipment located at the Mid-Peninsula Water Tank Site on Hallmark Drive; 
Application Number PA2019-0057. 
 
Motion passed 7-0 (7 Ayes, 0 Noes)  
 
Chair McCune stated this item is appealable within 10 calendar days.  
 
7 B. 2520 Dekoven Avenue – (Conditional Use Permit/Design Review) 
Commissioners stated no ex-parte communications were made. 
 
Assistant Planner Shek provided an overview of the staff report and a presentation for the Conditional 
Use Permit (CUP) and Design Review to replace two existing T-Mobile antennas and wireless 
telecommunication equipment located at the Mid-Peninsula Water Tank Site on Dekoven Avenue.  
The project is eligible for Section 6409(a) and meets Belmont Zoning Ordinance Section 25 for 
communication facility standards.  The applicant submitted a Radio Frequency Report that was peer 
reviewed by the City’s consultant for FCC regulations to ensure requirements are being met.  
Staff made the findings for the CUP and Design Review in the affirmative recommended approval.  
 
Chair McCune invited the applicant to speak. 
Daniel Pierce, applicant, concurred with staff that they are replacing the existing antennas to increase 
capacity and coverage from the mobile provider to the users in the area.  He additionally stated that no 
new structure will be installed.    
 
COMMISSION QUESTIONS TO STAFF 
Chair McCune opened questions from Commission to staff or the applicant.   
 
In response to Commissioner Kramer, Staff stated the antenna height would increase from 37 feet to 
39 feet, but it will remain well under the allowed 55 feet for this site.  
 
Director de Melo read from Section 6409 for the record: 

“A state or local government may not deny and shall approve any eligible facilities request for 
a modification of an existing wireless tower or base station that does not substantially change 
the physical dimensions of such tower or base station.”   
 
“Eligible Facility- 
Eligible facilities request means any request for modification of an existing wireless tower or 
base station that involves a) colocation of new transmission equipment, b) removal of 
transmission equipment, and c) replacement of transmission equipment. “ 

 
Director de Melo reaffirmed that this project does not meet any of the thresholds listed.  
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In response to Commissioner Pyrz, staff stated the City has a Conditional Use Permit process for any 
facility changes.  The process for wireless project upgrades will be streamlined via anticipated 
ordinance modifications, however, until that happens, any change to a project requires a CUP and will 
need to be reviewed by the Planning Commission.   Commissioner Majeski noted that it also gives the 
Commission an opportunity to be sure no substantial change is made.   
In response to Commissioner Pyrz, staff stated the radiation from the antennas go outward in a sphere.  
The antennas for this facility are located on the highest point of the hill, at the upper most height of the 
water tanks, therefore they are high above any activity of where people would be. Additionally, these 
water tanks are located behind a locked facility and fenced off.   
 
Chair McCune opened the Public Hearing.  
Allen Chow, resident, wanted to know if the RF emissions would get stronger and if the new antenna 
are under the safety standards.   He also asked what the cumulative measurement was for all the 
existing antennas for all the providers that are located on the water tanks.     
In response to Mr. Chow, staff stated the reports that are submitted are calculated from the combined 
wireless carrier sources.  The report states that at ground level, all antenna RF’s combined would be 
less than 1% of applicable public exposure limit and well below the FCC limit.   
 
Chair McCune closed the Public Hearing.  
 
COMMISSION DISCUSSION 
In response to commissioner comments, the applicant stated the RF report shows the existing and 
proposed testing, and the increase is approximately 1% and well within the FCC guidelines.  When 
maintenance is conducted onsite, monitors are used to test the RF at that time.  
 
Commissioners concurred and made the findings.   
 
ACTION: On a motion by Commissioner Majeski, seconded by Commissioner Pyrz to approve the 
Conditional Use Permit and Design Review to replace two existing antennas and wireless 
telecommunications equipment located at the Mid-Peninsula Water Tank Site at 2520 Dekoven 
Avenue; Application Number PA2019-0065. 
 
Motion passed 7-0 (7 Ayes, 0 Noes)  
 
Chair McCune stated this item is appealable within 10 calendar days.  
 
OTHER BUSINESS / UPDATES 
Director de Melo stated the following upcoming items: 
 

• Staff will be working on the wireless ordinance update as it pertains to the 
upgrades/replacement of existing antennas.   
 

ADJOURNMENT at this time being 7:29PM to a regular meeting of the Planning Commission to be 
held on September 17, 2019.  Public Notice as required will be issued in advance of the next 
Commission Meeting. 

Diane Lynn - Administrative Assistant 


