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Minutes of the Planning Commission Regular Meeting of Tuesday, June 18, 2019 

Council Chambers, One Twin Pines Lane, Belmont, CA 
 
ROLL CALL 7:00 P.M. 

Planning Commission members present:  Kramer, Finley, McCune, Pyrz 

Planning Commission members absent: Majeski, Meier, Goldfarb 

 

Staff Present: Community Development Director de Melo, Associate Planner Dietz, and 

Administrative Assistant Lynn 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Led by Commission Chair McCune.  

 

COMMUNITY FORUM 

Chair McCune opened the Community Forum.   

No speakers were present. 

Chair McCune closed the Community Forum. 

 

COMMISSIONER ANNOUNCEMENTS / AGENDA AMENDMENTS 

No announcements or agenda amendments 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

Regular Meeting Minutes June 4, 2019  

 

ACTION:  On a motion by Commissioner Finley, Seconded by Commissioner Pyrz, to approve the 

Regular Meeting Minutes of June 4, 2019. 

 

Motion passed 3-0-1 (3 Ayes, 0 Noes, 1 Abstain)  

 

STUDY SESSION- NONE 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

7 A. 2620 Prindle Road– (Single-Family Design Review and Extension) 

Commissioners stated no ex-parte communications were made. 

Associate Planner Dietz provided an overview of the staff report and a presentation to consider an 

extension to a previously approved Single-Family Design Review to construct a 596 square foot upper 

floor addition.  The project was originally approved by the Planning Commission in 2017.  The project 

entitlements were set to expire on May 16, 2019.  The applicant provided a justification (legal dispute) 

and reasoning for the requested extension. The project has also not been modified since the original 

project approval.   Staff made the findings in the affirmative and recommended approval.   

Chair McCune invited the applicant to speak. 

 

Seth Kim, applicant, requested the extension due to the legal dispute with a former project contractor. 
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COMMISSION QUESTIONS TO STAFF 

In response to Commissioner Pyrz, staff stated the extension expiration date is one year from the date 

the entitlements were set to expire.  

 

Chair McCune opened the Public Hearing. There were no public speakers.  

Chair McCune closed the Public Hearing.  

 

COMMISSION DISCUSSION 

Commissioners concurred in support of the extension and made the findings.     

 

ACTION: On a motion by Commissioner Pyrz, seconded by Commissioner Kramer to approve the 

Single-Family Design Review Extension for 2620 Prindle Road; Application Number PA2016-0051. 

 

Motion passed 4-0 (4 Ayes, 0 Noes)  

 

Chair McCune stated this item is appealable within 10 calendar days.  

 

7 B. 0 Upper Lock Avenue APN# 044-122-430 – (Single-Family Design Review and Tree Permit) 

Commissioners stated no ex-parte communications were made. 

Associate Planner Dietz provided an overview of the staff report and a presentation to consider a 

Single-Family Design Review to construct a 3,496 square foot single-family residence and tree removal 

permit to remove one protected tree due to health issues.  The applicant has proposed to plant a 

replacement tree selected from the City’s preferred species list. One tree will be planted in place of the 

existing removal.   Staff made the findings in the affirmative and recommended approval.   

Chair McCune invited the applicant to speak. 

 

Ali Mohgaddam, applicant, spoke on development for the property. 

 

COMMISSION QUESTIONS TO STAFF 

In response to Commissioners, staff stated the following: 

• The delay with the public outreach from May 2018 to tonight’s Public Hearing was due to 

applicant having to address project comments from city staff, they had to apply for a Certificate 

of Compliance, inclusive of chain of title and legal review.  There are no requirements to when 

the outreach meeting takes place and the placement of the item on the agenda as long as it occurs 

prior to the Public Hearing.  The Public Hearing Notice is required to be posted on the site prior 

to the Public Hearing once the item is on the agenda.   

• The tree proposed for removal is a Eucalyptus 

 

Chair McCune opened the Public Hearing.  

 

Matt Stewart, resident, spoke in support of the project however had concerns with off-street parking. 

 

In response to Mr. Steward, staff stated there is a Traffic Management Plan in place, as well as the 

parking requirements on-site. The Traffic Management Plan would be strictly enforced once 

construction starts.  

 

A resident that lives in the vicinity requested to see the map to identify where the property was located.  

He stated he was concerned with the structure of the road. 
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Staff responded to the resident and spoke on the soil off haul which would be approximately 10 truck 

trips and is relatively minor in terms of hillside construction. There is a Construction Management Plan 

that is in place and will be fully enforced. Planner Dietz noted that Public Works placed a condition 

that any sidewalks or streets needing repair to be brought up to city standards as part of the construction 

process.  

 

Mr. Kim, resident, spoke on grading concerns in the back of the home and where Mr. Kim’s fence is 

located.  

 

Planner Dietz outlined where the grading would take place and that it is not anticipated to disrupt Mr. 

Kim’s fence line.  

 

Chair McCune closed the Public Hearing.  

 

Chair McCune reiterated that the City’s conditions protect neighbors during construction. 

 

Chair McCune provided the applicant an opportunity to address public hearing comments.  

  

Ali Mohgaddam, applicant, clarified the work hours of operations, that there would be minimal 

hauling, a new sidewalk installed, and that he can be reached by cell for any concerns.  

 

COMMISSION DISCUSSION 

Commissioner Pyrz noted that the Conditions of Approval are available for public review to clarify or 

address any concerns.   

 

Commissioner Kramer noted that construction contacts and 24-hour phone numbers will be posted 

onsite.   

 

Commissioners concurred and made the findings.   

 

ACTION: On a motion by Commissioner Kramer, seconded by Commissioner Pyrz to approve the 

Single-Family Design Review and Tree Permit for 0 Upper Lock Avenue; Application Number 

PA2018-0039. 

 

Motion passed 4-0 (4 Ayes, 0 Noes)  

 

Chair McCune stated this item is appealable within 10 calendar days.  

 

OTHER BUSINESS / UPDATES 

Director deMelo stated the following upcoming items: 

 

• City Council adopted the Fiscal Year 19/20 budget at the June 11th Council Meeting. 

• Tuesday, July 2, 2019- Planning Commission Meeting Cancelled 

• Due to National Night Out on August 6, 2019, the Planning Commission will be moved to 

either Monday, August 5, 2019 or Thursday, August 8, 2019.  The Planning Commission 

should provide their availability to staff to confirm a date.  

•  

ADJOURNMENT at this time being 7:37PM to a regular meeting of the Planning Commission to be 

held on July 16, 2019.  Public Notice as required will be issued in advance of the next Commission 

Meeting. 

Diane Lynn - Administrative Assistant 


