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Last weekend was the Annual Coastal-Clean-up Day and this year it
was a very successful event, with more people than ever
volunteering to help make Belmont’s waterways as clean as
possible. There is some information about the activities below but I
wanted to point out that Diane Lynn in the Public Works Department
did a great job coordinating the event and I want to thank her and
all those who participated in the clean-up efforts this year. Your
efforts make this a great place to live and work.
Tonight there are a couple of events that you should be aware of.
First, at 6:00 p.m. there is the Cipriani Dog Park Open House to
celebrate the reconstruction of this wonderful facility. Members of
City Staff and the Parks and Recreation Commission will be in
attendance. A tour of the facility and refreshments will be provided.
Later, tonight Carlmont High celebrates the grand opening of the
newly renovated Bruce Usher Memorial Football Stadium and the
Official opening of “Friday Night Lights”. The opening ceremony
begins at 6:45 p.m. just prior to the 7:00 p.m. start of the Varsity
football game vs. the Aragon Dons. Go Scots!
In other good news, there was significant Improvement in the City’s
second quarter sales taxes results. The City’s revenue consultant,
MuniServices, has provided the preliminary results for the second
quarter of 2012 that indicates an improvement in sales tax returns.
Sales tax receipts for Belmont increased 9.0%, while statewide they
increased 6.8% and San Mateo County increased 6.6%, over the
same quarter last year. After the City saw a 5.6% decline in the
previous quarter, this quarter’s result is encouraging and we now
have had four of the last six quarters reporting positive returns. A
detailed breakdown of tax receipts by market segment is
anticipated to be received in the coming months.
Finally, just a reminder that the Council of Cities meeting is
scheduled for Friday the 28th and Belmont is the host. The Mayor has
been able to get a couple of good speakers who will be making
presentations about the future of the Hetch Hetchy Reservoir and it
should be a lively discussion. Make sure that you let Terri Cook know
if you plan on attending so we can reserve a spot for you.
Greg
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Space Shuttle Flyby – View from Greg’s Office on Friday!

Important Dates
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Sept
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.

21st
25th
27th
28th
8th
9th
14th
23rd

Cipriani Dog Park Open House
Regular Council Meeting (Agenda)
6th Annual Principal’s Luncheon
Council of Cities Meeting - Belmont
Columbus Day – City Hall Closed
Regular Council meeting
10th Annual Save the Music – Twin Pines Park
Regular Council Meeting
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Public Safety

On Thursday, Belmont Police and
Fire personnel joined Notre
Dame de Namur University staff
for a "tabletop" emergency
exercise held in the Belmont
Emergency Operations Center.
It was a great opportunity for
both university staff and city staff
to network and hone their
emergency preparedness and
response skills.

Crime Report
Local agencies had been looking for a
team of burglars who were said to be
driving a Kia. On Thurs morning a
Belmont woman called police to report
suspicious
people
casing
the
neighborhood
hear
Hiller
St.
Responding Officers found the suspects
trying to leave the neighborhood in a
Kia. It was stopped, a woman and two
men were arrested and several stolen
item were recovered. The items had
been stolen in thefts throughout San
Mateo County. Belmont Detectives are
working with investigators from San
Mateo PD and the Sheriff’s Office on this
case.

FEMA – Flood Insurance
Map Revisions
The updated Flood Insurance Rate
Map (FIRM) from the Federal
Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) will be effective on October
16, 2012. It is the official map of a
community on which FEMA has
delineated both the special hazard
areas and the risk premium zones
applicable to the community. Staff
sent notices to seven properties
advising them their properties will be
rezoned.
These
include
PWD
Corporation Yard and six other
properties on Shoreway Road north
of Sem Lane. So far, staff has
received one call from an effected
area business and their issue was
resolved with the assistance from
FEMA. Additional Flood Protection
information can be found on the
City’s Public Works Department web
page here.
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Thank you Letter to San
Mateo County
The
Parks
and
Recreation
Department received grant funding
for the project to paint and improve
the Twin Pines Senior & Community
Center. Staff initially secured a
$25,000 Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) from San Mateo
County but recently submitted an
application for funds that were
unallocated. The application was
successful and the Department has
been awarded an additional $28,850
for a total of $53,850 in CDBG grant
funds. Staff prepared (the attached)
thank you letter to San Mateo
County. These funds will be used
along with the generous donation of
$55,150
recently
accepted
by
Council to address a host of deferred
maintenance at the facility including
painting, new carpet, modernizing
the bathrooms, door hardware, a
new roof, new furniture, and repair of
the clay tiles on the building. The
project is a tribute to the community
that has been created through 25
years of programs and activities in the
Twin Pines Senior & Community
Center.

Lighting Retrofit in Twin Pines Park

Energy Retrofits
This week, lighting retrofits began in
many City buildings including City
Hall, the Lodge, Barrett Community
Center, Corporation Yard, Sports
Complex, and outdoor lighting in
Twin Pines Park. The work includes
replacing old energy inefficient
fixtures with modern efficient
lighting solutions. City Council
approved the work earlier this year
and it is being completed in
partnership with Energy Watch,
part
of
the
Public
Works
Department
of
San
Mateo
County. The cost of the work was
greatly reduced by the rebates
and incentives that were offered
by PG&E and obtained through
Energy Watch. The results will be
brighter lighting, reduced energy
usage, and cost savings.
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Waste Collection
Receptacles
The City received delivery of custom
made waste collection enclosures
this past week. The enclosures are
made of 100% recycled plastic
materials and will be placed in
various city facilities including the
Senior Community Center, Lodge
Building, Conference Center and a
“Park Model” for the Buckeye Picnic
Area in Twin Pines Park. The waste
specific containers will provide
facility users the opportunity to
dispose their waste in either a
“waste”, “ recycle” or “compost”
bin.

Davey Glen Park
Davey Glen Park is scheduled to be
considered at the October 3, 2012
Parks and Recreation Commission
meeting. The project has been
reworked because grant funds
were not awarded. The entrance
design has not changed but the
design of Area B is modified to
include play elements instead of a
grass surface. Area C and D have
been dropped from the design but
could be built later should funding
become available. The designs will
be available next week as part of
the staff report.

Located at the Senior Center

For Use in Facilities

For Use in Parks
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Public Works Responds to Power
Outage

On Wednesday, September 19th, Belmont
experienced a PG&E power outage that
impacted a large portion of the city. Public
Works maintenance crews went out
Thursday morning and checked traffic
signals for proper operation, swept up
intersections that had road flares set out
and inspected the sewer and storm pump
stations that ran on emergency generator
power during the outage. No problems
were discovered at any of the pump
station and all systems have returned to
normal operation.

Street Sweeper Vehicles
Back in Service
On Tuesday, September 18th, two
City street sweeper vehicles were
temporarily out of service due to
minor repairs. Due to the repairs,
the sweeper missed a portion of
the
Cipriani
Neighborhood
(Cipriani west to San Juan Blvd.)
Street sweepers were back in
service on Wednesday September
19th. The Sweeper Operator swept
the missed Tuesday routes after
their regular scheduled route on
Wednesday.
To view your scheduled sweeping
day, click on map.
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City-Wide Sanitary Sewer Root
Foaming Preventative
Maintenance
In an ongoing effort to conduct
preventative maintenance on the City’s
sanitary sewer mains, Public Works has
scheduled root foaming to treat 59,000 feet
of sewer main city-wide. Root control is an
important element of an effective overall
strategy to maintain sewer systems. A thick,
shaving cream consistency foam will be
released into the sanitary sewer lines to kill
roots on contact within the line, and help
inhibit root regrowth for up to 3 years. Trees
and other above ground vegetation are
not harmed. Razorooter® II, the product
used is the only diquat-based herbicide
registered by the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) for controlling
nuisance tree roots in sanitary sewer line
collection systems and received a
classification of “evidence of noncarcinogenicity for humans” (USEPA Diquat
R.E.D. Facts, July 1995). Preventative
maintenance is scheduled to start Tuesday,
October 9th.
Dukes Root Foaming (City’s contractor) will
notify residents if they need access to an
easement on their property. If residents
have any questions they can contact
Public Works Department at (650) 595-7425.

WEEKLY UPDATE

Back to Top

PAGE 8

The SMART Corridor Project Update
The San Mateo County Smart Corridor Project will begin construction on October 9,
2012. The San Mateo County Smart Corridors is an Intelligent Transportation System (ITS)
designed to improve mobility along the Highway 101 corridor in San Mateo County. The
project (see map) is located along predefined designated arterial routes, parallel to
Highway 101, connecting Highway 101 to El Camino Real including but not limited to SR
82 (El Camino Real) between I-380 and the Santa Clara County line. The project includes
signal interconnect, upgrades and intersection modifications along El Camino Real.
The project will begin in October and is estimated to be completed by November 2013.
When work begins within City of Belmont the contractor will notify residents and
businesses within the area at least 10 days before start of construction. Construction
hours on El Camino Real will be restricted between 8am to 5pm per Caltrans and City’s
requirements. Other construction work on Ralston Avenue will be limited to 9am to
3pm. Staff will coordinate with Caltrans and San Mateo County in performance and
inspection of work within the City limits. A project website will be created on the City’s
website, and additional information about the project can be found on the County’s
website here.
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California Coastal CleanupBelmont Creeks to Bay Event
a Success
This past Saturday Belmont volunteers
came out for the Annual Coastal
Cleanup-Belmont Creeks to Bay
event. Belmont residents and children,
scout packs, high school students,
and Belmont Library staff were among
the 72 participants that came out to
clean up our waterways. This year a
total of 260 pounds of garbage and
recyclables were collected from
Belmont Creek, East Laurel Creek,
O’Neill Slough and Water Dog Lake.
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In addition to the cleanup, volunteers
entered the 50-gallon rain barrel raffle
that was on display to encourage
rainwater harvesting. Congratulations
to Tom Covington of Belmont for
winning the prize!

Our special guest The Plastic Bag
Monster even made a surprise visit to the
Belmont site with a big message on how
many plastic bags one person uses in
one year (One Shopper + One Year =
500 plastic bags!!!). A big thanks to the
plastic bag monster for coming out and
reminding us what happens when you
get into our waterways!
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Creek Awareness Noticing
Residents along Belmont’s waterways will receive the following creek awareness letter and
informational brochure on Erosion and Sediment Controls for Riparian Areas.:
Protecting our water resources is everyone's responsibility. As residents along our creeks, we
especially need your help in ensuring that our waterways are kept free of debris and
vegetation.
Foreign objects can create damning and may cause floods during the rainy season. Having
a clean creek enhances the surrounding habitat, and allows water to flow smoothly and
naturally to the bay.
In addition, these waterways fall under the jurisdiction of the US Department of Fish and
Game, US Corp of Engineers and the California Regional Water Quality Control Board. Any
construction work in or along the creek require permits from these agencies.
You can help us maintain a health creek system by:
• Disposing of yard clipping in the green waste containers
• Keeping creek bank along your property free of debris
• Contacting the City Building Department for appropriate permits before performing
construction work along the creek
• Using non-toxic pest control methods : www.ourwaterworld.org
• Reporting illegal dumping to our Public Works Department
If you would like additional pollution prevention information or to be included in volunteer
opportunities, you may contact the Public Works Department at 650-595-7425 or
www.belmont.gov.
Through the success of the city and county stormwater programs in the Bay Area, the water
quality of the Bay will improve. With improved water quality, the marine ecosystem will
become healthier. A healthier marine ecosystem will enhance the quality of life for all
residents around the Bay.

South Bayside System Authority's (SBSA) Quarterly electronic
Newsletter.
Belmont’s wastewater treatment is provided by the South Bayside System Authority (SBSA)
and their quarterly electronic newsletter is now available at: www.sbsa.org
This issue’s stories include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Manager’s Corner: Pipeline Improvement Project: How We Are Coordinating with USFWS
Producing Biodegradable Plastics from Methane Gas
Grease Receiving Station Improvements
Work Proceeding on Emergency Force Main Leak on SBSA Property
Automating SBSA’s Operations Update
Capital Improvement Program Update
48-Inch Force Main Improvement Contractor to Face 10% Retention of Contract Amount;
Microtunneling and “Open Cut” Options Described
Employee Corner
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