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This past Tuesday was the eleventh anniversary of the devastating
events of September 11th and in honor of that event our Police and
Fire Departments jointly participated in the posting of the colors at
the last Council Meeting. It was a very solemn occasion and I
wanted to recognize and thank them for participating. This past
Sunday there was also a Public Safety Memorial at NDNU and
representatives from the Belmont Fire and Police Department were
in attendance. Yesterday the Police Chief and members of the
Belmont Police Department attended the memorial for Highway
Patrol Officer Kenyon Youngstrom who was killed a week ago on a
routine traffic stop in Alamo.
The Belmont Fire Department provides HazMat response for all of
San Mateo County and this week Fire Battalion Chiefs Mike Gaffney
and Tom Mota along with Firefighters Dan Curtis and Sean Reardon
attended HazMat training in Sacramento, where they refreshed their
skills and learned new techniques for delivering high quality
Hazardous Material response.
This group does a great job
protecting our City and others in the County.
This past week staff of the Parks and Recreation Department met
with members of youth sports groups to discuss ways to better
manage the use of Belmont’s athletic fields. There is a memo
attached that outlines this effort that hopes to improve how
scheduling is done, the types of tournaments that are scheduled
and the impacts on neighborhoods.
Remember the open house for the new and improved Cipriani Dog
Park will occur next Friday, September 21, 2012 at 6:00 pm. Everyone
is invited (see attached flyer).
On the post-redevelopment front the staff finally received verbal
approval of its ROPS III filing with the Department of Finance (DoF).
Initially, DoF objected to the payment of the Paradigm Housing
Subsidy, which could have placed 10 seniors at risk of losing their
assisted living housing. After considering the City’s rebuttal, DoF
concurred with the City’s position and authorized the payment.
Unfortunately, DoF reversed themselves on the payment of the
Oversight Board’s legal fees, which had previously been authorized
as a separate enforceable obligation, and required those costs to
paid out of the Successor Agency’s $250K administrative budget.
This is a de minimis cost and not a cause for concern. Getting
housing subsidy approved is a major accomplishment by Thomas Fil,
Finace Dir., Jennifer Walker, Mgt. Analyst and Scott Renee, City
Attorney.
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Mark your calendars for the annual Belmont staff picnic which will be held on Thursday, October
18th at lunchtime in Twin Pines Park. The staff always appreciates seeing the Council at these
events.
Tomorrow, September 15th is National Tell a Police Officer “Thank You” Day, so if you get an
opportunity to do so I would hope you would find the time to thank an officer (see details below).
Tomorrow is also Coastal Clean Up Day and this has been a great event in the past. To volunteer
this year show up at City Hall at 9:00 am (see details below).
Have a great weekend.
Greg

Important Dates
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Sept.
Sept
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.

15th
21st
25th
27th
28th
8th
9th
14th

CA Coastal Cleanup Day-Belmont Creeks to Bay
Cipriani Dog Park Open House
Regular Council Meeting
6th Annual Principal’s Luncheon
Council of Cities Meeting - Belmont
Columbus Day – City Hall Closed
Regular Council meeting
10th Annual Save the Music – Twin Pines Park
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2012 Capital
Pavement Project
The 2012 Capital Pavement
Project contract has been
awarded to Andreini Brothers,
Inc. Work will include 2-inch
and 6-inch digout repairs,
patching and crack sealing
on various streets throughout
the City. This work (spot
repairs) is being completed in
advance of the pavement
work scheduled for the Spring
of 2013. Construction
is
expected
to
start
lateSeptember depending on
weather. In order the reduce
traffic impacts during peak
times, lane closures on Ralston
Avenue and Alameda de las
Pulgas will be limited between
the hours of 9:00am and
3:00pm. No work will occur
on weekends. Two lanes of
traffic, one in each direction
and access for emergency
vehicles will be maintained at
all times. Notices were mailed
to residents in the immediate
project
areas.
For
any
questions, please contact
Public Works at 595-7425.
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Ralston Ave Wall Update
Public Works staff have been installing a
new retaining wall along Ralston Avenue
at Davis Drive. This retaining wall is
needed to contain dirt and rock from
falling onto the sidewalk and roadway
below, and maintain a clean pathway
for pedestrians use.
This new 200+ foot long wooden
retaining wall will range from two to four
feet in height and required drilling over
60 holes for posts. This job was made
more difficult due to the need to drill
over 30 holes in solid rock which required
specialized
equipment
and
was
contracted out to a drilling contractor.
Additionally a water main, electrical
conduit and fiber optic cables run
through this area so extra precautions
were taken to protect these utilities.
The work that has been done to date
has required a lane closure (from 9:00
am to 3:00pm) for employee safety. The
remaining work will mostly be completed
without lane closures, but additional
lane closures may be required for one or
two more days. Posts will be set and the
boards placed over the next week and
the project is expected to be completed
by the end of the month.
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In-House Smoke Testing
Completed

Smoke testing in Basin 14 has
been completed ahead of
schedule. This concludes the
2012 annual in-house Smoke
Testing Program. The main
source of problems found were
due to missing cleanout caps,
possible lateral failures, and
connections of roof and/or
surface drains. Homeowners will
be notified of issue and
corrective measures.

Tomorrow is National Tell A
Police Officer "Thank You" Day!
If you haven’t heard here is a brief
summary:
The goal: a big show of support for police
officers across the country. Citizens are
being encouraged, on September 15th, to
take a moment out of their day to show
appreciation
for
their
local
law
enforcement officers through small acts of
gratitude--or by simply saying “thank you."
The men and women who comprise police
departments across the country put their
lives on the line daily to protect and serve
their communities—yet too often without
any recognition whatsoever. This is a good
opportunity to show support for our local
law enforcement.
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Happening Around our City and Beyond
Cipriani Dog Park Open House
Friday, September 21 @ 6:00 pm

All Are Invited To a Celebration And Tour
Of The Newly Improved
Cipriani Dog Park
Friday, September 21, 2012 at 6:00 p.m.
Refreshments Will Be Provided

Belmont Parks and Recreation 650-595-7441
“Enhancing the quality of life for the Community”

Youth Sports Meeting and Memo
The Parks and Recreation Department met with youth sports representatives on
Thursday September 13, 2012 and distributed the memo attached below. The purpose
of the meeting and memo are to better manage use on Belmont’s athletic fields
including tournaments, travel ball teams, and field scheduling. In addition, the City is
asking the leagues to recognize the City’s contribution to youth sports by identifying the
partnership on their letters, flyers, and banners. The Parks and Recreation Department is
looking to continue to improve the positive long standing partnership with youth sports
to provide recreational opportunities in Belmont.
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Happening Around our City and Beyond
California Coastal
Cleanup- Belmont
Creeks to Bay
Tomorrow's the big day!
Hope you'll be joining us for
Coastal Cleanup Day.
To volunteer, just stop by the
Sign-in booth in front of City
Hall this Saturday from 9-12.
Refreshments will be provided
and a rain barrel raffle will be
held after the event.
For additional information,
please contact Diane Lynn at
650-595-7425.
For More information Click here
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Announcements
City of Belmont
Parks and Recreation Department
30 Twin Pines Lane
Belmont, CA. 94002
MEMO
Date:
To:
From:
Re:

September 13, 2012
Youth Sports Representatives
Belmont Parks & Recreation Department
Tournaments, Travel Ball & Tournament Teams, Field Scheduling/City-Youth Sports
Partnership

The purpose of this memo is to address issues related to the process for hosting tournaments on
City of Belmont Athletic Fields, field scheduling, and the overall partnership between the City of
Belmont and youth sports. In some instances, corrective action is required.
Tournaments, Travel Ball & Tournament Teams
The Parks and Recreation Department is experiencing increased pressure for tournaments on
fields managed by the Department. The number of tournaments appears to be growing as travel
ball teams continue to increase in number. The tournaments place an added burden on the
Department as follows:
•
•
•
•

Complaints from the community about the increase in use of the athletic fields and
vehicle traffic
Additional trash that must be picked up and disposed
Poor communication regarding tournaments
Increased use requires additional park maintenance efforts Tournaments
often do not have a high proportion of Belmont residents Tournaments
add additional liability to the City

The Athletic Field Use Policy is clear when it comes to tournaments:
“L. SPORTS CAMPS, TOURNAMENTS & CLINICS
All sports camps, tournaments and clinics that are conducted at City of Belmont athletic facilities
must be authorized by the Belmont Parks & Recreation Department. The requesting organization
or instructor(s) must enter into a contractual use agreement with the Belmont Parks & Recreation
Department for the authorized use of any athletic facility. The agreed upon contract must be
completed prior to any advertising or publication of dates and location, as the requested facilities
may or may not be available. Conditional use fees will be based on a percentage of registration
or flat rate, as determined by the Belmont Parks & Recreation Department.”
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The City requires that all tournaments be permitted.
Leagues will identify a
representative or designee to coordinate with the Department during the seasonal field
scheduling meetings and request field use in relation to tournaments, travel ball and
tournament teams. Leagues will obtain a Field Use Permit from the Department at least 30
calendar days prior to the event being hosted on City Athletic Fields. Notice of
tournaments will be posted at each site by the Department.
Athletic Field Use Scheduling
It appears that teams are reserving more field time than they actually end up using. For
example, teams often reserve fields during the middle of winter until 8pm when the sun is
down and there are no lights. This creates a problem because the Parks and Recreation
Department issues the schedules and receives complaints about the credibility of those
schedules.
Going forward, the following changes are
required:
• Teams must request just the time they need. It is understood that this may
change over the season, however changes must be communicated to the Parks
and Recreation Department and the schedule will be adjusted accordingly.
• Teams will inform the Parks and Recreation Department when a season is
finished.
• Teams may not transfer their field time to another organization. Please direct
inquiries to the Parks and Recreation Department.
Failure to follow these guidelines will result in the Department setting the
schedules independently based on its evaluation of need.
City and Youth Sports Partnership
The City of Belmont provides the framework upon which youth sports is played,
including:
• Maintaining the turf, irrigation systems, infields, and associated grounds and
facilities.
• Paying for the watering of the athletic fields, including half the bill for the four
School District sites.
• Conducting regular mowing, fertilizing, aeration, and
reseeding.
• Coordinating the athletic field schedules and managing
the use.
These efforts often go unrecognized in the community. The leagues provide great service in
providing the organization for youth sports that is built upon the infrastructure of the
City. In order to increase the visibility of the City’s role in these efforts, the City requests
that leagues include the City of Belmont logo and tag line (“Enhancing the Quality of Life
for the Community”) on communication to parents, flyers, and banners. The City
will send an electronic version of the logo and tag line to youth sports reps, and will work
with leagues to recognize the partnership.
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