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To Mayor and Council:
There were quite a few things happening this week.
Oversight Board Activities. When redevelopment agencies were
abolished by the State in February, staff began working with the
special Oversight Board, whose membership includes school, county,
special district and city interests, to bring about an orderly wind down
of the Belmont Redevelopment Agency’s affairs. In a milestone event,
this week the Belmont Oversight Board approved the required Due
Diligence Review of the Low-Mod Housing Fund and Assets of the
Successor Agency which was performed by an independent CPA. This
report has been submitted to the State’s Department of Finance for
approval and if approved then the City will release to the County
approximately $100,000 in Low-Moderate Housing funds it has been
holding. On related news, the City received a letter from the
Department of Finance approving the Recognized Obligations
Payment Schedule (ROPS) for January through June 2013 which will
allow payment of bills incurred by the former redevelopment agency
during that same period. Our staff has been doing a great job
managing all of the tasks associated with the mandated wind down of
the City’s redevelopment agency.
NDNU Space Needs Assessment/Ralston Hall. This week NDNU invited
Carlos de Melo and I to participate in a preliminary discussion
regarding the future space needs for the University.
My
understanding is that over the next year or so NDNU will be
evaluating space needs and other improvements required to handle
their burgeoning enrollment. They are also going to be developing
plans for the rehabilitation of the iconic/historic Ralston Hall which
was recently vacated due to structural issues.
Reusable Bag Ordinance Moving Forward. San Mateo County will be
holding a public hearing on October 23rd to consider the certification
of a Final Program EIR that analyzes the potential adoption of a
reusable bag ordinance by the County and by some of the cities in
San Mateo County (including Belmont). The County will also be
considering the introduction of an ordinance that would regulate the
distribution of single-use carry out bags by retail establishments in the
unincorporated portion of San Mateo County. It is anticipated that
the City of Belmont can utilize this Program EIR and draft Ordinance, if
approved by the County Board of Supervisors, when considering a
reusable bag ordinance for Belmont. The public hearing notice from
San Mateo County is attached to this Update.
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Sale and Purchase of Rodent Poisons. The Council recently passed a resolution opposing the sale
and purchase of certain rodent poisons deemed to be an unreasonable risk to children, pets and
wildlife. This resolution urges Belmont businesses to stop the sale of 10 specific rat and mouse
poisons that do not incorporate safety measures specified in the US EPA’s Final Risk Mitigation
Decision for these rodenticides. The resolution also urges Belmont residents to avoid buying these
products and encourages the use of less-toxic rodent control methods. Here is a link to the
resolution adopted by the Council (Resolution Opposing the Sale and Purchase of Rodent Poisons).
This weekend (Sunday) is the 10th Annual Save the Music Festival in Twin Pines Park. I know the
organizers are hoping that this year proves to be one of their more successful fund raising efforts.
This event is always fun and I hope to see you there.
Greg

Important Dates
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Oct. 14th
Oct. 22-26
Oct. 23rd
Oct 26th
Nov. 6th
Nov. 12th
Nov. 13th
Nov. 22-23rd
Nov. 27th

10th Annual Save the Music – Twin Pines Park
Red Ribbon Week
Regular Council Meeting
Council of Cities (San Carlos)
Election Day
VETERAN’S DAY – City Hall Closed
Regular Council Meeting
Thanksgiving Holiday (City Hall Offices Closed)
Regular Council Meeting
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Public Safety
HazMat responds to San Mateo
On Saturday, October 6th the Belmont Fire
Department HazMat Unit and Battalion
4 responded to Casanova Park in San
Mateo to assist San Mateo Police & Fire
Departments deal with a homemade
explosive device. Three clear plastic liter
bottles containing an unknown clear liquid
and aluminum foil with a strong chemical
smell were found by a San Mateo Parks
employee doing maintenance work. The
devices were rendered safe and removed
by the San Mateo Co Sheriff's Bomb
Squad.

BFPD/Sheriff’s Office Bomb Robot

Red Ribbon Week - “The Best Me Is Drug Free”
The Belmont Police Department is inviting kindergarten through 8th Grade students, enrolled in
any public or private school in Belmont or the Belmont-Redwood Shores School District, to
participate in the 2012 Red Ribbon Week Poster Contest. Red Ribbon week this year is
October 22-26, 2012. During that week Belmont Police Officers will be conducting drug and
violence prevention activities at the schools.
The goal of the contest is to symbolize the importance of living an alcohol, drug and violent
free healthy lifestyle. Entries will be divided into separate groups based on grade level with
one winner from each group. Posters will be judged on art work reflecting the theme,
creativity, effort, and grammar. The theme of this year’s contest is “The Best Me Is Drug Free”.
Examples of posters can be a drawing, painting, poem, or collage.
Student winners will be honored at the City of Belmont council meeting on October 23, 2012.
Winners will be invited to a pizza party following the ceremony. Winning art work will be
displayed inside Belmont City Hall along with a Red Ribbon Week recognition plaque.
Students can get a copy of the contest rules and a poster form, at their school office or by
going to the Police Department homepage on the City of Belmont website at
www.belmont.gov. Entries must be delivered to the front office of the student’s school or at
the Belmont Police Department, 1 Twin Pines Lane, Belmont, by 4 pm on Thursday, October 18,
2012.
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Public Works
Emergency Repairs of the Ralston Ave culvert:
Public Works staff recently inspected the culvert underneath Ralston
Avenue at Notre Dame University. The inspection revealed that parts of
the brick lined tunnel
foundation
are
damaged due to
scouring and tree
roots penetrations.
Immediate
repairs
are required to avoid
the development of
a sink hole, and
further deterioration
of the culvert under
Ralston Avenue. Staff
will be forwarding an
emergency request
to
Council
for
authorization to hire
a contractor to complete the repairs.
Staff
is
also
working with the
State
and
Federal agencies
to obtain the
necessary
permits
to
perform
the
work.
So
far,
Department
of
Fish and Game,
Regional Water
Quality
Control
Board and U.S.
Army Corp. have
given
verbal
approval for the
project. New concrete foundations will be poured at both sides of the
masonry walls where the voids have developed. A new concrete slab
and short side walls will also be constructed with reinforcement for the full
length of the arch structure to protect the culvert from future scouring.
Staff has completed a design and is soliciting bids form qualified
contractors for the construction of the improvements.
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Public Works Updates
2012 Capital Pavement Project Update
The City’s contractor, Andreini Brothers, Inc.,
completed work on Cambridge Street, Roxbury
Way, Middlesex Way, Yorkshire Way, Hiller Street,
Hillcrest Drive, and Lower Lock Avenue. Next
week, the contractor will continue with spot
repairs at various locations on Belmont Canyon
Road,
Monsterat
Avenue
and
Cipriani
Boulevard depending on weather. Work on
Ralston Avenue and Alameda de las Pulgas is
anticipated to begin during the week of
October 22. In order the reduce traffic impacts
during peak times, lane closures on Ralston
Avenue and
Alameda de
las Pulgas will
be
limited
between the
hours
of
9:00am and
3:00pm.
Access to residents and emergency
vehicles will be maintained at all times.
If there are any questions or concerns,
please contact Public Works at 650595-7425.
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Line of Sight and Vegetation Maintenance
Overgrown vegetation can impede the safe flow of traffic when it blocks the view of traffic
signs, pedestrians and other vehicles. When vegetation is blocking the line of sight of
vehicles or hinders their passage, it is the adjacent property owners responsibility to trim the
vegetation.
City staff periodically conducts emergency vehicle access surveys to ensure that public
street access is clear of vegetation which may hinder the passage of emergency and
other large vehicles. An emergency vehicle access survey was recently conducted
which identified the need to clear some vegetation along San Juan Blvd., East Laurel
Creek Road and Hastings Blvd. A letter will be sent out next week to the effected
property owners requesting their assistance in trimming the vegetation that is encroaching
onto the public right of way. A copy of the attached brochure will be included in the
mailing to assist property owners in their efforts.

Belmont Creek Dredging Completed
The Public Works Department completed the
dredging of Belmont Creek between El Camino
Real and Old County Road (within City limits) on
Friday, October 12th. The work took four days and
140 yards of sediment was removed from the
creek. This work was part of the City’s ongoing
efforts to reduce the potential for flooding during
the upcoming rainy season
Before

During

After
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City-Wide Sanitary Sewer
Root Foaming Slated For
Week of October 15th

In an ongoing effort to conduct
preventative maintenance on the
City’s sanitary sewer mains, Public
Works has scheduled root foaming to
treat 59,000 feet of sewer main citywide. Root control is an important
element of an effective overall strategy
to maintain sewer systems. Dukes Root
Foaming (City’s contractor) will notify
residents if they need access to an
easement on their property. If residents
have any questions, they may contact
Public Works Department at (650) 5957425.

Click on the video for a root
foaming operation demonstration
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Belmont Community Shuttle Update
The Belmont community shuttle grant application was put on hold earlier
this year until a service plan was fully developed. The grant evaluation
panel had concerns with possible duplication of SamTrans service,
and suggested that we make some revisions to the route when
developing the service plan.
The City has undertaken a review of the route and service plan over the
last several months including a community survey of proposed
destinations and times. The survey results showed Caltrain, Notre Dame
de Namur University and Carlmont Shopping Center as the top 3
destinations and the preferred shuttle times to be mid-afternoon to early
evening and mornings on weekdays.
As a result of the survey and other inputs
including meetings with CCAG and the
Alliance, staff made revisions to the route
and submitted them to SamTrans for review
and concurrence. Once SamTrans provides their concurrence, the grant
application will be resubmitted to the San Mateo County Transportation
Authority for possible funding.

SBSA Adopts Mitigated Negative Declaration for 48-inch
Force Main Improvement
The SBSA Commission on October 11, 2012 adopted a Mitigated Negative
Declaration (MND) for its 48-inch Force Main Reliability Improvement Project,
which is located within the cities of San Carlos and Redwood City. The
Commission also voted project approval. Construction is scheduled to begin
in the second quarter of 2013 and will take 16 months, subject to securing
several permits.
The primary objective of the $45.5 million project is to construct a new 48-inch
high density polyethylene (HDPE) sanitary sewer pipeline, replacing a pipe
that has a history of leakage and damage because of the unstable “bay
mud” ground conditions in the area.
See detailed information at: http://www.sbsa.org/48-inch-pipeline/
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Notice of Public Hearing
SAN MATEO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the San Mateo County Board of Supervisors will hold a public hearing to
consider: (1) the certification of a Final Program Environmental Impact Report (Final Program EIR) that
analyzes the adoption of a Reusable Bag Ordinance by the County of San Mateo and by cities in San Mateo
County (Belmont, Brisbane, Burlingame, Colma, Daly City, East Palo Alto, Foster City, Half Moon Bay, Menlo
Park, Millbrae, Pacifica, Portola Valley, Redwood City, San Bruno, San Carlos, San Mateo, South San Francisco,
Woodside) and in Santa Clara County (Milpitas, Cupertino, Los Gatos, Los Altos, Campbell, Mountain View),
pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA); and (2) introduction of a Reusable Bag
Ordinance to regulate the distribution of single-use carryout bags by retail establishments in unincorporated
San Mateo County.
The application file number is PLN 2012-00136.
The applicant is Dean D. Peterson, Director of Environmental Health Services, County of San Mateo.
Locations: Once adopted, the Ordinance would apply to all of unincorporated San Mateo County. The Study
Area of the Final Program EIR considers a Reusable Bag ordinance adopted within unincorporated San Mateo
County as well as a similar ordinance within cities in San Mateo County and in Santa Clara County, as listed
above.
The application was filed on March 23, 2012.
The hearing will be held as follows:
DATE:

October 23, 2012

TIME:

9:00 a.m.

PLACE:

Board of Supervisors Chambers
Hall of Justice and Records
400 County Center
Redwood City, California

The meeting will be open to the public and anyone interested may appear and be heard on this matter.
Consent items are typically approved without discussion unless a request is made to discuss the item on the
regular agenda. All inquiries should be directed to Camille Leung, Project Planner, Planning and Building
Department, 650/363-1826 or cleung@smcgov.org
The Board of Supervisor’s agenda and supporting documents are available on the Thursday before the
meeting on the County’s internet web site, at the link for the Board of Supervisors agendas for upcoming
meetings.
Dated: October 10, 2012
John Maltbie
County Manager/Clerk of the Board
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New Waste Management Containers
The Parks and Recreation Department
began deploying a new set of waste,
recycling, and compost receptacles in the
common areas of the Twin Pines Senior
and Community Center, City Hall, and the
Belmont Sports Complex.
The system
includes waste separation for landfill,
recycling, and compost-- just like folks are
doing at home. The Department worked
with Recology to obtain dumpsters for
each of the waste streams that are
located behind the Senior Center. The
plan is to continue to roll out these systems
in the public facilities and parks.

The picnic areas in Twin
Pines Park will soon be
receiving these types of
containers, only larger, to
handle the greater volume.
The new containers in the
parks
will
reduce
the
amount of trash that is
removed by wind and
animals. Let us know what
you think when you see the
new containers.

Is there a maximum height for my fence or
hedge that fronts an intersection?
Walls, fences and hedges in front and side
yards fronting an intersection frequently are the
cause of sight distance obstructions. The
Belmont Zoning Ordinance prohibits fence,
wall or hedge within 40 feet of a street intersection unless they are less than 3 1/2 feet in
height.. To discuss exceptions to the 3 1/2 foot
height limit for fences or wall in your front
yard, you may contact the Community Development Department at 650-595-7417.

Who do I call when a street sign or street light is
obstructed?

City of Belmont
A sight clearance problem that represents an
immediate hazard such as an obstructed stop, yield
and speed limit sign, or obstructed street light
should be called in to the Belmont Public Works
Department immediately at 650-595-7425.

Site Distance:
“A Clear View”

Vegetation, walls
and fences

Obstructed street sign

If the City is notified that there might be a visibility problem at your corner, you will be contacted and requested to trim your remove the
vegetation or other obstructions such as walls
and fences causing the sight distance restrictions.
If the trees and shrubs are not trimmed in a
timely manner, the City may trim the vegetation and bill you for the cost incurred.

Obstructed street light

Department of Public Works
One Twin Pines Lane Suite 385
Belmont, CA 94002
Phone: 650-595-7425
E-mail: pworks@belmont.gov

Department of Public Works
Tel: 650‐595‐7425

Streets and Vegetation

What are the trimming requirements for
height?
To ensure safe passage for everyone, tree limbs
over streets and alleyways need to have a 14 foot
clearance. Sidewalks need only have 7.5 foot
clearance.

My home is located on a corner lot. What
is the required sight distance fronting my
property?
Each quadrant of an intersection should provide an approach sight triangle, free of obstructions that might block the approaching
driver’s view of potentially conflicting vehicles.

Am I responsible for bushes and trees
between the sidewalk and street?
Yes. The area between the sidewalk and the
street, often called the landscape or parkway
strip, is within the road right-of-way. The
City’s road right-of-way is an easement right
and not fee ownership of the land. The adjacent property owner is the owner of the underlying property. The City of Belmont
codes and policies identify trees, and other
vegetation as encroachments. The adjacent
property owner is responsible to maintain all
plants and trees within the adjacent road right
-of-way.
Can I plant or remove trees and/or bushes
in the landscape strip next to the roadway?
Before you plant or remove a tree, you must
obtain a permit from the City to “encroach”
into this road right-of-way. If the trees are
protected species, you must check with the
Belmont Parks and Recreation Department at
(650) 595-7441.

The length of the legs of tis triangular area,
along both intersecting roadways, should be
such that drivers can see any approaching
vehicle in sufficient time to slow or stop before entering the intersection.
Overgrown vegetation impedes the safe flow of
traffic when it blocks the view of traffic signs, pedestrians and other vehicles. If vegetation is blocking visibility in the street or an intersection, it is the
adjacent property owners responsibility to trim the
vegetation.

Ver. 1 - 06/2012

A clear sight triangle for viewing traffic approaching from the left should also be provided at signalized intersections where traffic
is permitted to turn right-on-red so that drivers can clearly see traffic approaching from
the left before entering the intersection.

Public Works Department
One Twin Pines Lane Suite 385
Belmont, CA 94002
650-595-7425

