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To Mayor and Council:
There is some good news to report related to City finances. There
continues to be Improvement in sales tax revenue. The preliminary
results for the third quarter Sales Tax of 2012 indicates a continued
improvement in sales tax returns in Belmont. The City’s sales tax
receipts increased 7.6%, and the State and San Mateo County both
increased 8.1% over the same quarter last year. This quarter’s result
continues to be encouraging for Belmont, with four of the last six
quarters reporting positive returns. The detailed breakdown of tax
receipts by segment is anticipated to be received in the coming
months but this is a good way to end this year.
As noted below the City Hall will be closed for the holidays next
week but Fire/Police and Public Works Field Services will be staffed
as will the Dispatch Center in City Hall.

Last Tuesday morning the US Bank on Ralston Ave. was robbed. The
Belmont Police Detectives are working with the FBI to develop leads
to solve this case. There is a press release with additional details on
the City Web Page www.belmont.gov
7 4-H Tree Planting – Alexander Park
4

Senior & Community Center
Improvement Project

8

Cipriani Dog Park Project Update

9

North Road Stabilization Project

10 Press Release – Coats for Kids

A “Christmas Lights Ride” recently took place with the help of
Belmont Police officers led by our own Corporal Lewis. The team
escorted over 60 bike riders in festive attire safely cross El Camino
Real and 6th Ave. The ride is an annual event which begins at
Passion Trail Bikes and goes to San Carlos spreading holiday cheer
along the way. The group thanked the Belmont police for their help
in making this a safe event...“That really made the start a lot more
fun than last year in traffic!” they said.
Have a great holiday and here’s to a great start to a new year.
Greg
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December Happenings
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Dec.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Feb
Feb
Feb

24th –Jan. 1st City Hall Closed
8th
Regular Council Meeting
st
21
Martin Luther King Day (City Hall offices closed)
22nd
Regular Council Meeting
th
12
Regular Council Meeting
th
18
President’s Day (City Hall office closed)
26th
Regular Council Meeting
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City Hall Closure – Public Works Emergency Contact Information

City Hall will be closed
Monday, December 24th
and reopen Wednesday,
January 2nd. Public Works
Field Operations will have
limited staff during this
time
for
regular
maintenance.

Should you experience a sewer backup or have storm related emergency during the
closure, contact the Police non-emergency number at 650-595-7400.

FLOOD INSURANCE QUESTIONS – FEMA UPDATE

As previously reported the revised Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) from
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) became effective on
October 16, 2012. FIRM delineates both the special hazard areas and the risk
premium zones applicable to the community. Staff has recently received a
number of inquiries from residents along the Belmont Creek regarding their flood
insurance. Several residents indicated they have been contacted by their
mortgage company that flood insurance are required based on the revised
map.
This week staff received clarification from FEMA regarding the new flood
insurance requirements. After comparing the old and the new flood maps,
there are no changes in the flood zone delineation for those properties. FEMA
clarified that if a property owner is refinancing or selling their properties, the
lenders are required to check and re-confirm whether their buildings are in a
Special Flood Hazardous Area (SFHA). As a result, property owners within the
SHHA zone will receive notification if they have not been paying flood insurance
before. The notification also includes a letter that discusses how the property
owner can dispute the determination.
Additional Flood Protection information can be
found on the City’s Public Works Department
web page here.
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Twin Pines Senior & Community Center Painting and
Improvement Project
The Parks and Recreation Department has been working with a local designer
to develop drawings of the Twin Pines Senior and Community Center. Two color
schemes were created with drawings that show an outside and inside
perspective. The Department is taking comments on the color schemes
including presenting them to the Senior Advisory Committee, to the Parks and
Recreation Commission in January, and taking comments at the Center. If you
have a preference please send your thoughts to Cheri Handley at:
chandley@belmont.gov
The project is being funded by grant and donation funds. Staff secured a
$53,850 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) from San Mateo
County. These funds will be used along with the generous donation of $55,150
to address deferred maintenance at the facility including painting, new carpet,
new furniture, and repair of the clay tiles on the building.
Exterior Renderings 1 & 2
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Your thoughts are welcome please email Cheri Handley at: chandley@belmont.gov
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Tree Planting in Alexander Park with the 4-H

The City of Belmont hosted a tree planting in partnership with the Belmont 4-H
club at Alexander Park last Saturday, December 15th. The project was designed
to replace Monterey Pine trees that were removed because of damage due to
the Pine Bark Beetle. 4-H has been a great partner to the City of Belmont
helping on numerous tree planting projects in keeping with the spirit of Belmont
as a Tree City. Specials thanks to Tree Board member Karl Mittelstadt and Parks
and Recreation Commissioner Tim Wong for braving the rain to get the trees
planted.
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Cipriani Dog Park Project Finishing Touches
The
Parks
and
Recreation
completed a couple of finishing
touches on the Cipriani Dog Park
to make the project complete.
These included blowing mulch
over the hillside above the park to
reduce the potential for soil
eroding onto the decomposed
granite
surface,
installing
a
concrete rim around the storm
drain inlet to allow storm water to
settle prior to discharge, adding
some
additional
rock,
and
changing some of the gate
hinges. These items were outside
the scope of work for the project
and came up after construction was
completed. These changes finish the
improvements and add both to the
aesthetic and function of the facility.
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North Road Right of Way Stabilization
The Parks and Recreation
Department is taking steps
to stabilize the North Road
right of way adjacent to
San Mateo. This strip of
land has been overrun by
weeds and has collected
trash. The goal of this effort
was to eradicate the
weeds, cover the site with
wood chips, make the site
look
maintained,
and
improve this entrance to
the City. In the future, a
project may be developed
to plant the area with a
screen plant like oleander however it is difficult because the land is crowded
with underground utilities and any subsurface digging will be problematic.

