City Manager’s Weekly Update

August 9, 2019

City Manager’s

Weekly Update – August 9,
2019

HIGHLIGHTS

City News You Need to Know

Ralston Ave. & Tahoe Drive Traffic
Signal Activation
The new traffic signal at Ralston Avenue and Tahoe Drive is scheduled be turned on (flashing
red), Friday August 9th. The signal is expected to
be fully operational by Tuesday, August 13th.
Prior to being fully activated on August 13th, the
intersection will operate as an all-way stop to allow the motoring public to get accustomed to
the new traffic pattern changes and allow the
crews to safely observe and ensure the operations of the signal system. Travelers through this
area should anticipate delays during this signal
activation and testing phase and should plan accordingly. The signal will improve overall safety
for motorists and pedestrians while allowing for
better traffic flow and operational efficiency at
the intersection and at Ralston Middle School
Driveway Entrance.
The public should take note
of the new striping at this intersection and the Ralston
Middle School driveway entrance, in addition to the
City’s implementation of its
first ever signal display
change taking effect on August 13th, which will allow
for more efficient school
drop-off/pick-up,
pedestrian and car travel through
this area. The new traffic
signal display will provide a
safer, more efficient left turn into the middle

Reminders:
August 13 City Council Meeting
August 20 Planning Commission Meeting
In Today’s Issue
Ralston Ave/Tahoe Dr. Traffic Light Goes Live
National Night Out Recap
Belmont Community Center Outreach
Project Updates/Traffic Advisories
Recreation Updates
Community Safety Programs
Employment Opportunities
Fall Activity Guide - Now Online
Coming Soon
Movies in the Park
Annual California Coastal Cleanup Day
Belmont Water Dog Run
#dineBelmontPG&E Unveils Safety Action Center
SamTrans to Offer Free Rides
High Speed Rail Community Open Houses
Calendars
Connect with Us
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school campus. The flashing yellow arrow indication provides a more direct message than the
traditional circular green indication for turns. It
reduces confusion because the turn lane display
is no longer the same indication as the adjacent
through lanes. City urges motorists to use caution
when traveling through this intersection until they
become familiar with the new operations. For more

information regarding the new signal operation
please visit www.belmont.gov/flashingyellow

As part of the signal commissioning the City has
planned this intersection to be fully integrated
into its Ralston Corridor Traffic Signal Arterial
Synchronization to ensure this intersection operates efficiently with traffic-responsive timing,
and coordination with other nearby signalized
intersections. The intersection level of service
(LOS) is anticipated to improve from the existing
uncontrolled driveway and stop control, to signalized LOS A and B, depending on the peak hour
volumes and direction of the travel.
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About the Project
The Ralston Avenue Corridor Study and Improvements Project is a Belmont City Council Priority. The City Council through the priority setting process acknowledged the need for a context-sensitive redesign of the Ralston Corridor to
not only improve service for existing users, but
to also effectuate a preferred future. Since the
approval of the Plan, several projects are underway or have been completed. To learn more
about these projects please look here.
The Belmont Redwood Shores School District, in
collaboration with the City of Belmont, funded
and constructed this project as an off-site mitigation as part of the Ralston Middle School’s expansion project. Improvements are intended to
ease traffic congestion during school drop-off
and pick-up, improve pedestrian walkways, and
enhance public safety through signalization and
signage.

National Night Out
The City of Belmont participated in its 11th National Night Out celebration this past Tuesday evening. Many block parties and neighborhood
gatherings took place around town, and there was a large event at the
Carlmont Shopping Center. NNO provides an opportunity for neighbors
to get to know each other, and for police, fire, City staff and elected
officials to connect with the residents to nurture a safe and caring environment. We are grateful to the Carlmont Shopping Center for its
generosity in providing backpacks filled with emergency supplies to
each event as a giveaway, to MidPeninsula Water for donating hanging basket filled with items from
their department, and to the Belmont Chamber of Commerce for providing each location with a collection of merchant gift cards for raffle prizes.
We are grateful to the Carlmont Shopping Center for its generosity in providing backpacks filled with
emergency supplies to each event as a giveaway, to MidPeninsula Water for donating hanging basket
filled with items from their department, to the Belmont Chamber of Commerce for providing each location with a collection of merchant gift cards for raffle prizes, and to Recology of San Mateo County for
providing trash and recycling carts for all the venues. It does take a village! Below are some scenes of
the events in various neighborhoods.
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Community Events and Input Opportunities
Belmont Community Center Conceptual Design Project Outreach
Yes, we’re still seeing input about the program and site options phase of our design project! Please take a moment to complete our survey about the program and site options currently being considered. The survey will be
available online until August 31st.
Would you rather learn about the project in person? Stop by at an outreach event!
Saturday, August 3
11:00 am – 1:00 pm
Open House @ Barrett Community Center Annex
Other opportunities to learn about the project, ask questions, etc.:
Thursday, August 15
Sunday, August 18
Friday, August 23

6:00pm – 8:00 pm
9:00 am – 1:00 pm
6:30 pm – 8:00 pm

Community Advisory Committee Meeting @ Barrett
@ Belmont Farmer’s Market
@ Movie in the Park (Twin Pines Meadow)

Additional project information is available online. Please email communitycenter@belmont.gov with
any questions. Your input is greatly appreciated.

Inclusion Festival

The San Mateo County Commission on Disabilities held their second annual
Inclusion Festival at Red Morton Parks in Redwood City. Belmont Parks and
Recreation Staff were at the event sharing information on our programs and
services and offering games and prizes to the children in attendance. The
event began with a Drumline Performance, Native American Blessing and
welcoming remarks from County Supervisor Dave Pine. Guests then visited
the 60 vendors offering information and activities appropriate and welcoming for all. A barbecue lunch and live band added to the festivities.
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2019 Pavement Maintenance Project – Phase I, CCN 2019-577 (Measure I)
Construction continues for the first phase of the 2019 Pavement Maintenance Project. The schedule has been updated
as follows:
8/8 – Concrete work, dig-outs & wedge cut on Ponce Ave,
Kimmie Ct & Lyall Way
8/9 – Completion of concrete work on Lyall Way, Kimmie Ct,
and Belle Monti
8/12 – Wedge cut & dig-outs on Lyall Way
8/13 – Leveling Ponce Ave & Lyall Way
8/14 – Overlay Ponce Ave & Lyall Way
8/15 – Completion of overlay Ponce Ave & Lyall Way
8/16 – Adjustment of utility lids on Ponce Ave & Lyall Way
8/19 – Adjustment of utility lids on Ponce Ave & Lyall Way
Schedule for the remainder of the streets on the project will be posted soon.
Street closures are anticipated during dig-out work, leveling and overlay work. Flaggers will be onsite to
enable through traffic when possible, including cross streets.
For any concerns, please contact the Public Works Department at 650-595-7425.
More information and updates can be found on the Project webpage here:
https://www.belmont.gov/Home/Components/FacilityDirectory/FacilityDirectory/417/696
Further information on the City’s Street Improvement Program can be found
here: www.belmont.gov/BelmontPavement

TRAFFIC ADVISORY

Ralston Corridor Improvement Project Segments 1 and 2
Below is the lane closure schedule for the week of August 12, 2019:
• # 2 Lane on Ralston Ave (WB) at Elmer Street, including parking strip.
• # 1 Lane on Elmer Street (SB) at Ralston Ave
• # 2 Lane on Ralston Ave (EB) at Elmer Street
• # 2 Lane on Ralston Ave (EB) between El Camino Real and Old County Road
• # 1 Lane on Old County Rd (SB) at Ralston Ave
• # 2 Lane on 6th Ave (NB) at Emmet Ave

5|Page

City Manager’s Weekly Update

6|Page

August 9, 2019

City Manager’s Weekly Update

August 9, 2019

STORM DIVISION
The Storm Division inspected approximately 7,700 feet of 18”
sewer lines, using a robotic camera equipment, on Ralston Avenue between Alameda de las Pulgas and El Camino Real. The
inspections are one tool used by the crew to ensure a properly
operating sewer system protecting the community’s investment in its infrastructure.
STREET DIVISION
The Street Division continued work on the ADA ramps on Tahoe Drive at Yosemite Drive. The crew paved around two previously installed ramps and opened them up for pedestrian
use. They will be removing the sidewalk to install the third and
final ADA ramp next week. Emergency sinkhole repair completed on west
bound Ralston Avenue just before the entrance to Notre Dame College.
The old asphalt and subbase were removed and replaced with 2.5 tons of
base rock, and then covered with 2.56 tons of hot asphalt.

MID PENINSULA WATER MAIN PROJECT
The Contractor will be working on the existing service line on Notre Dame Ave from Folger Dr to Manzanita Ave
to expose the existing water main. Motorists are advised to avoid this area.
Beginning the week of August 12, contractor will begin saw cutting the roadway for the new water main beginning
on Terrance Drive.
During construction hours of 8:00 am to 5:00 pm motorists can expect one lane traffic control and up to 15minute delays through this area, in addition please be aware of heavy equipment, construction personnel, and
increased noise levels.
Access for local residents and Emergency Vehicles will be maintained at all times.
Please drive safe through construction zones.

See Mid-Peninsula Water District for weekly traffic advisory updates provided by Mid-Peninsula Water District.
7|Page

City Manager’s Weekly Update

August 9, 2019

THE GIVING TREE IS GROWING!
The Twin Pines Senior and Community Center has over sixty dedicated volunteers who provide invaluable service to the community.
The Giving Tree honors volunteers who have reached milestone levels of service. Five new leaves were
added to the tree. Thank you volunteers!
BRONZE LEAVES- 5 YEAR VOLUNTEERS
Lita Gunawan
Sophia Chernikova
Meena Palaniappan
GOLD LEAVES-15 Year Volunteers
Ray Loya
Sue Evans

The Hideout (aka Teen Zone) Summer Nights
Friday night August 9th is the last night of out Summer Nights program. Last week, great fund was had with a
photo scavenger hunt at Barrett and good old-fashioned fun with baseball and ice cream. Come join us for the
last night. The Hideout will start up on Monday, August 26th. More info is available here
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Fall Activities at Belmont Parks and Recreation

The Belmont Parks & Recreation Fall Activity Guide is published!
Inside you’ll find programs suitable for all ages, as well as our
annual Holiday Craft Faire (vendor registrations now open!), our
Movies in the Park, and more! Go to www.belmont.gov/activityguide

We’re Hiring!

Looking for flexible evening and weekend hours? Check out
our Building Attendant position. See
Parks & Rec employment opportunities for more info.
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PARKS

Seasonal maintenance continues as the fields are
prepared for Fall sports. At the Sports Complex,
the soccer field layouts have been established on
both the North and South fields. The maintenance team measured and striped three soccer
fields. Irrigation repairs and adjustments were
also made on both fields. In addition to the
Sports Complex, field maintenance is also being
conducted at all sports field sites. Part of the turf
maintenance program includes aerovation.
Aerovation allows for better water absorption
and helps to oxygenate the turf root zone, while
reducing compaction. The aerovator attaches to
the John Deere tractor so that large areas can be
treated in an efficient manner. Where gopher
runs have caused uneven surfaces, the ruts are
filled with soil and then seeded and smoothed
with the roller. The sports fields will then be
seeded and fertilized and ready for Fall sports
play!
At O'Donnell Park, the finishing touches are being
put on the park in preparation for the grand reopening event that will take place August 17. Several drains have been cleared and readjusted for
proper drainage. Additional decomposed granite
has been added to the picnic areas has been regraded for a uniform and smooth surface. Landscape maintenance on trees and shrubs has been
completed.
Shrubs and trees and were pruned at Patricia
Wharton and Davey Glen Parks. Weeds and undesirable plants were also removed. General
maintenance items were addressed at the Library, including general plumbing and lighting
tasks.
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Community Outreach Programs and Events
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Marketing & Communications | 77 Beale Street | San Fran- Here’s what you can do when you visit the Safety Action
Center:
cisco, CA 94105 | 415.973.5930 | www.pge.com
August 7, 2019
PG&E Unveils Safety Action Center for Customers,
Families and Communities
New Online Site Offers Wildfire Safety and Preparedness Advice
SAN FRANCISCO, Calif.—We’ve all heard the phrase that it’s
better to be safe than sorry. And Ben Franklin wisely opined
that an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure. And a
poster proclaiming “Safety doesn’t happen by accident” can
be found in almost every workplace.
In that spirit, Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) has
launched its new online Safety Action Center.
What is it? Think of it as your one-stop source for making
sure that you, your family, your neighborhood and even
your pets are prepared before a wildfire or another emergency. And the great thing about the new Safety Action
Center is that it’s very consumable with small tasks, safety
tips, how-to videos, preparedness activities and much more.
Add up those small tasks and to do’s together and you end
up with greater preparation, education and resilience.
Share the link with your neighbors, family, friends,
community groups, PTA, softball team, and anyone
who should learn how to prepare for wildfires and
other emergencies. And that’s everyone! The link is
www.safetyactioncenter.pge.com.
“The Safety Action Center can help everyone get
started on their safety journey by taking an important first step,” said Sumeet Singh, PG&E Vice
President of the Community Wildfire Safety Program. “With videos, interactive features and checklists, the site is a one-stop shop for wildfire and
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Share the valuable information on the site and help
your family and neighbors take the first steps toward being prepared for emergencies.
• Sign up to be notified when there are new features
on the site.
• Pledge to help your more vulnerable neighbors during emergencies.
• Record a video of your pet showing how you’re getting them ready for a quick escape in case of emergency and what you’re packing in your pet’s emergency kit.
• Take the quiz to make sure you have what you need
in your emergency kit and download the handy
checklist to help you to include what you’ll need.
• Learn how to open your garage door manually in
case the power is shut off for safety or if there is an
emergency outage.
• Map out an escape plan for you and your family and
practice it at home.
• Use the 12 tips for creating defensible space around
your home to help keep fires away.
• Update your contact information so PG&E can
reach you if a Public Safety Power Shutoff might impact your neighborhood.
emergency preparedness and critical safety information.”
•

About PG&E
Pacific Gas and Electric Company, a subsidiary of
PG&E Corporation (NYSE:PCG), is one of the largest
combined natural gas and electric energy companies in the United States. Based in San Francisco,
with more than 20,000 employees, the company
delivers some of the nation’s cleanest energy to
nearly 16 million people in Northern and Central
California. For more information, visit
www.pge.com/ and pge.com/news
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NEWS
August 7, 2019
Media Contact: Alex Eisenhart, 650-622-7850
SamTrans to Offer Free Rides Aboard
New Express Bus Route Between Foster
City and San Francisco
Starting Monday, August 19, SamTrans will
introduce express bus service between Foster City and San Francisco aboard Route
FCX. To celebrate the new service, the route
will operate free of charge for the first two
weeks through August 30.
SamTrans’ new route is made possible by
funds from Measure W, the countywide halfcent sales tax passed by County voters in
November 2018. Measure W was designed
to relieve traffic congestion and provide expanded mobility options for San Mateo
County residents. The route reflects goals
put forth in the SamTrans Business Plan, including the expansion and innovation of
transit services to meet the needs of an
ever-changing community. This is the first
of six planned express bus routes rolling out
over the next five years.
Route FCX will serve Foster City’s residents
and San Francisco-based employees by
providing an easy, affordable option for
commuters that will reduce and/or eliminate
transfers required to complete their trip to
and from work. SamTrans’ US-101 Express
Bus Study showed strong demand for this
service and found that current public transit
options don’t provide a good one-seat ride
for these trips.

19 | P a g e

“The launch of express bus service is an important step in addressing San Mateo
County’s traffic congestion, particularly in
Foster City which is essentially land-locked,”
said Carole Groom, Chair of the SamTrans
Board. “Route FCX creates a critical connection between two major employment and
residential hubs that currently lack a convenient alternative to driving a car.”
Route FCX will operate five to six trips in
both directions every weekday morning/evening at 30-minute intervals during
peak commute hours. The route will utilize
SamTrans’ upgraded fleet offering onboard
Wi-Fi and a low floor design that facilitates
easier, faster boarding.
The launch of route FCX comes as SamTrans
is making efforts to attract new riders in the
face of declining ridership in recent years..
In addition to connecting Foster City’s
higher-density employment and residential
neighborhoods with San Francisco, the new
express bus route will support the District’s
mission of serving those most in need of
transit services with stops in northern San
Mateo’s Shoreview neighborhood – an MTCdesignated community of concern.
“Traffic management and mobility is one of
Foster City’s top strategic focus areas. We
want to create a sustainable multi-modal
transportation network that will decrease
traffic, delays and congestion,” said Foster
City Mayor Sam Hindi. “FCX is a step in the
right direction to achieve this. The new bus
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line will take more cars off the road and encourage public transportation.”
Route FCX also will expand SamTrans’ coverage area in San Francisco by adding stops
in the Civic Center area in addition to serving the Financial District. The route also connects to Muni, San Francisco Ferry, and
BART along Market & Embarcadero, and AC
Transit via the Salesforce Transit Center.
This new service comes as the board is set
to vote on proposed fare changes (effective
January 2020 upon approval) at their August 7 meeting. Proposed fare changes include the introduction of a $4.50 adult single-ride Express Bus fare and the elimination of the agency’s “out-of-San Francisco”
surcharge for local service routes, which will

make understanding and paying fares
aboard express bus routes simpler for riders.
Upon completion of San Mateo County’s US101 Express Lane Project in 2022, express
bus riders will have access to the newly constructed lanes for improved reliability and
travel time.
Route FCX fare and schedule information
can
be
found
online
at
www.SamTrans.com/FCX. For more information or assistance planning your trip, call
SamTrans
Customer
Service
at
1.800.660.4287 (TTY 650.508.6448) or visit
www.SamTrans.com.

Join Us at Our Community Open Houses
Northern California Region
The California High-Speed Rail Authority (Authority) invites you to attend an open house to learn about
the staff-recommended State’s Preferred Alternatives for the San Francisco to San Jose and San Jose to
Merced project sections. In September 2019, staff will present their recommendations to the Authority
Board of Directors.
Community feedback is important and will be shared with the Authority Board as it considers the staff
recommendations. The Authority Board’s identification of the State’s Preferred Alternative does not constitute the adoption or approval of a preferred alternative for final design or construction.
Location

City of Santa Clara*
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Date
Tuesday
August 6,
2019

Address

Notes

Adrian Wilcox High School Multipurpose Room
3250 Monroe Street
Santa Clara, CA 95051

5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
(Presentations begin at 6:00
p.m.)
Free parking available
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Gilroy**

August 9, 2019

Meeting postponed; to be
rescheduled at a later date.

Postponed

TBD

Monday
August 12,
2019

Bay Area Metro Center
375 Beale Street
San Francisco, CA 94105

San Jose**

Thursday
August 15,
2019

City Hall Rotunda Mezzanine &
Council Chambers
200 E Santa Clara Street
San Jose, CA 95113

5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
(Senator Beall begins opening remarks at 5:45 p.m.)
Public transit available. Paid
parking at the City Hall Garage (enter on 6th St).

Redwood City*

Monday
August 19,
2019

Sequoia High School Multipurpose Room
1201 Brewster Ave
Redwood City, CA 94062

5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
(Presentations begin at 6:00
p.m.)
Free parking available

Los Banos**

Wednesday
August 21,
2019

Los Banos Community Center
645 7th Street
Los Banos, CA 93635

5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
(Presentations begin at 6:00
p.m.)
Free parking available

San Francisco*

5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
(Presentations begin at 6:00
p.m.)
Public transit available

*Content specific to San Francisco to San Jose Project Section
**Content specific to San Jose to Merced Project Section
To Learn More Click the Buttons Below:
SF - SJ Project Section

SJ to Merced Project Section
Frequently Asked Questions
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Make the Connection Find Out More
City Calendar/Events
Community Center
Belmont Public Library

Volunteer Opportunities

E-Notification Sign-up

Connect via Social Media

Community Alert System
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Employment Opportunities

