Week of June 17 – June 21, 2019
Upcoming Council and Commission Meetings:

View: Web Agendas and Minutes

June 18 Planning Commission Meeting
June 25 City Council Meeting
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Be Sure to check out
Congresswoman Jackie Speier’s visit to Belmont
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Congresswoman Jackie Speier Visits Belmont
Congresswoman Jackie Speier, representing the 14th Congressional District, paid a visit to the City
of Belmont on June 17th. She first met for a meet and greet with seniors and other community
members at the Senior and Community Center, and she kicked off the start of Camp SOAR by
reading to the campers and fielding questions. She then took a small break from the morning’s
activities to visit the Veterans Memorial in Twin Pines Park, heard the story of how it came to be
thanks to former Councilmember Eric Reed, and she said she found the to be “powerful”. She
finished off her official visit by meeting with the Belmont City Council to discuss items of mutual
interest, including the City Council’s priorities, and to discuss housing and infrastructure issues
facing Belmont. We are grateful that the Congresswoman took time out of her busy schedule to
spend some time with us.
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The Utility Box Art Application is now open!
The City is seeking one artist to showcase artwork on the
utility box located at Ralston Avenue @ Hiller Street.
Applications are available at www.belmont.gov/boxart
Deadline for submissions is July 8th at 5pm.

Reporting an issue has never been easier!
Whether an abandoned item street
side, a low hanging tree limb, colorful
graffiti, or any other issue, you can
report it as easy as 1, 2, 3!
The “Public Stuff” 311 App allows you
to report issues faster, stay in the loop
on the status of your request, and
communicate directly by commenting
on reported issues and requesting
additional information.
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VACATION HOUSE-WATCH
A vacation is a time to get away and relax.
Take that extra step and have the Belmont Police Department watch your home while
your away. Just fill out the House-Watch Request Form and submit.

*********************************************************************

Community Service Month
Learning Center Hosts Speakers from Recology
and Charles Armstrong School
Community Service Month continues at the Belmont
Community Learning Center presentation talks to children
about various careers and insight to different professions.
This past week, the children welcomed special speakers
from Recology and Charles Armstrong School.
A Recology representative engaged in a hands-on
discussion with children about recycling, and had the
children share what items they recycle at school and home.
The second guest speaker was a 5th grade teacher from
Charles Armstrong Elementary School. Her presentation
consisted of sharing the history projects that her students
had compiled during the school year and on teaching.
BECOME A GUEST SPEAKER!
If you would like to volunteer as a speaker, please
contact
Linda
Steenman
at
595-7448,
or
lsteenman@belmont.gov
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Belmont Community Center Conceptual Design Project Outreach
Stop by the outreach booth at the Park Boosters Summer Concert this Sunday in Twin Pines
Meadow to learn about the latest project updates and give your input. There’s also new survey
available now! Go to www.belmont.gov/bcc to complete the SURVEY, view the most recent
presentation and learn about upcoming outreach dates.
Please contact us at communitycenter@belmont.gov with any questions or to receive project
updates by email.

June 21, 2019

6

Pride Month Flag Raising
Thanks to all who joined Mayor Hurt for the raising of the
Pride Flag at City Hall on Tuesday June 18th. The flag
will henceforth be flown each June.

************************************************

Novartis Community Partnership Day was a Success!
Novartis Community Partnership Day volunteers transformed the
gateway entrance to Belmont on Alameda de las Pulgas. Many
hands make light work!! The team then enjoyed a delicious lunch
under the shady trees at Twin Pines Park. Many thanks to the
Novartis volunteers!
If your company is interested in volunteering in the Belmont
Community, please contact the Parks and Recreation
Department at 650-595-7441. We have great opportunities for
you to make a difference Belmont!
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WILDFIRE PREPARATION GUIDES
Summer is officially here, and that means hotter temps, dryer conditions and activities that
can potentially start a fire.
Be ready Belmont! Check out these wildfire preparation guides provided by CalFire.
PLAN-Get the wildfire App
GET READY- Creating Defensible Space
GET SET-3 steps to getting set (Action plan, emergency supply kit, family communication
plan)
GO! Evacuation Guide
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Visit PREPAREFORPOWERDOWN.COM today to learn more
about the power of being prepared.
THE THREATS OF WILDFIRE AND EXTREME WEATHER IN
CALIFORNIA ARE REAL. As a result, California’s three largest
energy companies, at the direction of the California Public Utilities
Commission (CPUC), are coordinating to prepare all Californians for
the threat of wildfires and power outages during times of extreme weather. To help protect
customers and communities during extreme weather events, electric power may be shut off for
public safety in an effort to prevent a wildfire. This is called a Public Safety Power Shutoff.
Visit PREPAREFORPOWERDOWN.COM

******************************************************

Stay up-to-date!
We know your time is precious, so we are
providing up to date information on
Construction Activities and Traffic Advisories
so you have a greater control over your
drive, with insights that allow you to discover
the best route so you can save time.
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City Adopts Fiscal Year 2020 Balanced Budget
The fiscal year 2020 budget supports Belmont’s core values of
providing quality service in a financially responsible way and
maintaining existing service level commitments to residents and
businesses in the community. There is also a focus on advancing
the City Council’s top priorities and finding has been allocated to
those endeavors.
Take a peek into the newly adopted budget for 2020.

*****************************************************
State Budget Update and Potential Benefits to the City
Last week, the State Legislature passed the FY2020 Budget for
signature by the Governor, which he can do anytime prior to July 1st
deadline. The Legislature agreed to invest in significant new
investments to shelter homeless Californians, expand housing-related
infrastructure and provide safe drinking water. The budget largely
reflects funding levels proposed by Gov. Gavin Newsom, with a total
spending of $214.8 billion, and an additional $19 billion set aside in the state’s “rainy day” reserves.
The controversial “water tax” was replaced by a $130 million of Cap-and-Trade funding to provide
safe, affordable drinking water to Central Valley communities.
Of particular interest to Belmont is the focus on housing with more than $2 billion in one-time
funds will help with planning grants, housing-related infrastructure, homelessness services,
mixed-income loan programs and an expansion of the State’s Low Income Housing Tax Credit
Program. The League of California Cities is carefully monitoring the details of housing-related
trailer bills for provisions that could restrict local land use decisions or claw back transportation
revenues. Many trailer bills are still being negotiated and will be voted on in the coming weeks.
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The following list highlights the housing funding which may help Belmont:
Short-Term Planning and Infill Infrastructure Grants
$500 million for the Infill Infrastructure Grant Program administered by the Department of Housing
and Community Development (HCD). This program provides assistance, available as gap funding
to infrastructure improvements required for specific residential or mixed-use infill development. All
of the funds are allocated through a competitive process, based on the merits of the individual infill
projects and areas.
Funding for Housing Tax Credits and Moderate-Income Housing Production
$1 billion to help spur the production of housing that is affordable to moderate-income
and low-income households. These include:
•$500 million General Fund one-time funding for the development of moderateincome housing. The California Housing Finance Agency will expand the existing
Mixed-Income Loan Program that provides a lower subsidy than traditional
state housing programs.
•$500 million, and up to $500 million annually thereafter, upon appropriation, for
affordable housing tax credits as follows:
◦$300 million to the existing housing tax credit program that targets new construction
projects that pair with the underutilized 4 percent federal tax credit program; and
◦$200 million to a new program targeting housing projects for households earning
between 60 and 80 percent of area median income.
Of other interest to Belmont, the FY2020 Budget includes:
RHNA Reforms and Linking Transportation Funding to Housing
The Governor’s original proposal linked SB 1 transportation funding to compliance with housing
element law, zoning and entitlements. Following several months of negotiations, the Governor
released a much-improved housing trailer bill, but there were additional negotiations on this issue
that are not yet reflected in the printed versions available. The Legislature has rejected efforts to
link to SB 1 transportation funds.
Changes to Enhanced Infrastructure Finance Districts
This Governor proposed to expand the use of Enhanced Infrastructure Financing Districts (EIFDs)
authority by removing the 55 percent voter approval threshold to issue debt. Sen. Jim Beall (D-San
José) has a very similar bill, SB 128, pending in the Assembly. The Governor has also proposed
tax conformity with federal opportunity zone investments in affordable housing and green
technology. It is unclear whether there will be a trailer bill that touches on this issue.
California Public Employee Retirement System (CalPERS) and Retiree Healthcare (OPEB)
The state’s total unfunded CalPERS liability is $58.7 billion of an approximately
$153 billion unfunded liability. The budget funds over $4 billion of supplemental
payments to reduce the state government’s CalPERS and CalSTRS pension
liabilities during the multi-year budget window. This includes $2.6 billion in 2018–
19, $235 million in 2020–21, and $165 million in 2021–22 supplemental pension
payment to address the CalPERS state plans unfunded liability.
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Property Tax Forecast
Preliminary data shows statewide property tax revenues increased 6.1 percent in 2018–19 and is
expected to grow 6.5 percent in 2019–20.
Wayfair v. South Dakota
The U.S. Supreme Court’s ruling in Wayfair v. South Dakota in June 2018 provides states more
authority to require out-of-state sellers to collect use tax. Marketplace facilitators will now collect
and remit sales and use tax on behalf of their marketplace sellers, effective Oct. 1, 2019.
Paid Family Leave
The FY 2020 Budget expands the duration of Paid Family Leave benefits from six weeks to eight
weeks, beginning July 1, 2020, and notes legislative intent to move toward the goal of providing a
90 percent wage replacement rate for low-wage workers using these benefits.
County Voting Systems
Approves $87.3 million General Fund to help fund the replacement of
county voting systems.

*******************************************************
Tahoe Drive Median Getting New Digs
Improvements are being made in the median on Tahoe
Drive, as the vegetation was in decline and the irrigation
system was functioning poorly. Improvements include
removal of hard compacted dirt, declining vegetation and
the old sprinkler system. Nutrient rich soil was added to
the median and a new water efficient irrigation system
was installed, along with the planting of three trees and
decorative planters. The improvements are an attractive
feature to the space and the design is in harmony with
the median on Hallmark Drive near Ralston Avenue.
This project is anticipated to be completed by next week.

*******************************************************
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No Slush, No Mush!
Parks and Recreation crews
made several repairs to the
irrigations systems at Alexander
Park, O’Donnell, Barrett and
Central School alleviating water
waste and damp grounds.

*******************************************************
Ralston Avenue Corridor Improvement Project Segments 1 and 2 Starts Next
Week-Traffic Advisories in Place
Starting next week, the Ralston Avenue Corridor
Improvement Project Segments 1 and 2 will begin
construction at the intersection of Ralston Avenue and 6th
Avenue. Lane closures will be necessary to replace the
existing ramps with new ADA compliant ramps.
The Contractor will begin work on sidewalk and ramp
improvements as part of the Ralston Corridor Improvement
Project. Traffic control will be in place. Right Turn Lane on
Ralston Ave (EB) at the intersection of 6th Ave # 2 Lane on
Ralston Ave (WB) both sides of 6th Ave # 2 Lane on 6th Ave
(SB) both sides of Ralston Ave. Traffic Advisory in place.
Slow through the cone zone!

*******************************************************

Good news!
CableCom/Comcast anticipates completion of their
work on July 3rd. An update on AT&T’s completion
schedule for removal of wooden poles and sidewalk
repair is coming soon!

*******************************************************
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Keeping it Flowing
Sewer maintenance is vital to keeping
“healthy” mains and keeping the lines
properly flowing. Dukes Root Control treated
approximately 52,000 feet of the City’s sewer
main lines with root foam from June 3rd to
June 14th.

*******************************************************
Rehabilitation of North Road Pump Station Nears
In preparation of the upcoming rehabilitation of the North
Road Pump Station, the Sewer Division teamed up with
the Parks Department to remove all brushes and trees
near the station.

*******************************************************

City host’s Manhole Demonstration
The Sewer Division hosted a composite
manhole grade ring demonstration with 3T
Equipment Company and Cretex Specialty
Products. The demonstration consisted of
replacing two sewer manholes on Monroe
Avenue to mitigate inflow and infiltration into
our sewer system.
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Public Works Staff Members Recognized at the American Public Works
Association (APWA) Luncheon
In honor of the top equipment operators in the Silicon
Valley region, the American Public Works Association
(APWA) Silicon Valley Chapter hosted its regional
Chapter Luncheon to recognize and award plaques to
City of Belmont Public Works Department Equipment
Operators Jaime Monge, Maintenance Worker II, as
well as Eric Lynch, Lead Maintenance Worker.
Competing with operators representing twelve
different public agencies throughout San Mateo and
Santa Clara Counties, Jaime and Eric successfully
finished in the top two places in the 2019 APWA
Silicon Valley Chapter Equipment Roadeo Event!
In support of their team members and top operators,
staff members from the department included Afshin
Oskoui, Interim City Manager/Public Works Director,
Rick Locke, Public Works Services Manager, Brandon
Tyler, Field Supervisor, and Kevin Ortiz, Management
Fellow, attended the event.
In addition to awarding plaques to the top equipment
operators for their incredible top finish at the regional
APWA Silicon Valley Chapter Equipment Roadeo
Event, the APWA Silicon Valley Chapter will sponsor
Jaime and Eric to advance and compete at the APWA
National Expo and Equipment Roadeo Event in
Seattle this September.
In partnership with the APWA Silicon Valley Chapter,
the City of Belmont Public Works Department proudly
recognizes Jaime and Eric for their incredible
achievement and wishes them the best of luck at the
APWA National Expo and Equipment Roadeo Event
in Seattle this fall! Congratulations, Jaime and Eric!

*******************************************************
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County-Wide Efforts
Summer weather brings about more of those little pesky
pests. Learn how to manage them by using less-toxic
pesticides. Protect yourself and the environment.
For more information visit Our Water-Our World

Organics-to-Energy Pilot Program in San Mateo County Aims to
Reduce Waste Bound for Landfills and Produce Clean Energy.
Read more here!

Did you know animal waste is NOT compostable? Find out how to
properly dispose of products properly and what goes where. Check out
Recology’s list of accepted and unaccepted composting materials.

Be sure to check out the City of Belmont’s Environmental Sustainability
page for more on the city’s efforts to reduce our environmental
footprint.
June 21, 2019
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Summer, Music, Refreshments and Fun!
Join us for Free Concerts in the Park.
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Community Calendar

Volunteer Opportunities
Employment Opportunities

E-Notification Sign-up

Connect via Social Media

Community Alert System
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