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Twin Pines Master Plan Update 
 
We’ve got some ideas!  Thank you to the Belmont Community for the input about what you like and 
what you’d like to see at Twin Pines Park.  Our consultant has incorporated this feedback and as 
well as proposed circulation improvements into a preliminary concept.  This plan, with a few 
options, will be presented to the Parks & Recreation Commission on November 7th .  This meeting 
is open to the public and presents a wonderful opportunity to see the master plan evolution in 
process and to share your comments.   
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Measure KK - Belmont Hotel Room Tax Measure 
On June 26, 2018, the City Council adopted a resolution calling a municipal election on a measure 
to increase the City’s transient occupancy tax (TOT) rate from 10% of the rent charged by the 
operator to 12% of the rent paid by the hotel guest. The measure (Measure KK) is set to be on the 
November 6, 2018 General Municipal Election ballot. 

The City’s TOT, or Hotel Room Tax, was last changed in 1978 and does not apply to the markup 
charged by on-line platforms such as Airbnb. The proposed measure will change the TOT to apply 
to the markup charged by on-line platforms and bring the City’s TOT rate to 12%, which is the rate 
currently charged by most other cities with a TOT in San Mateo County. The proposed measure is 
expected to bring in an additional $560,000 in unrestricted general city revenues annually. The 
revenue would be administered by the City and used exclusively for city needs such as fixing 
potholes in city streets, repairing sidewalks, maintaining city police patrols and crime prevention, 
emergency response, maintaining parks, open space and sports fields. The State could not take any 
of the revenue from the City. The measure is approved if it receives at least a simple majority of 
votes (fifty percent plus one) at the November 6, 2018 General Municipal Election. 

Ballot Question 

 Measure KK - City of Belmont Hotel Room Tax Measure 
Shall a City of Belmont ordinance, providing funding that cannot be taken by the State, 
for city services including:  
 
Fixing potholes, repairing streets and sidewalks; 
Maintaining neighborhood police patrols and crime prevention; 
Maintaining 9-1-1 emergency response times; 
Maintaining parks, open spaces, sports fields; 
Unrestricted general revenue purposes; 
 
by permanently raising the transient occupancy tax to 12% of the rent paid by guests, 
providing an additional $560,000 annually, with independent audits, be adopted? 

YES 

NO 

  

To view the full text of the City Council Resolution calling for the election, click here. 

What else is on the Ballot: 

Belmont residents will also vote on Measure CC, Measure WW and three City Council seats. If 
enacted, Measure CC would make the City Clerk’s office an appointed position. If enacted, Measure 
WW would make the City Treasurer’s office an appointed position. The Belmont City Council also 
has three seats up for election. 

For additional information related to the November election, including the City Council race and 
local ballot measures, click here.   

https://www.belmont.gov/home/showdocument?id=16551
https://www.belmont.gov/city-hall/city-government/election-information
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Ballot Box 
 

As part of the effort to make more ballot boxes 
available to voters, two temporary exterior boxes have 
been installed in Belmont, one at City Hall and one at 
the Belmont Library on Alameda. They will be available 
on a 24/7 basis through election day. A drop-off box is 
also located in the City Clerk’s office on the third floor 
of City Hall, for those who prefer, which is available 
during regular business hours. 
 
In addition, several 
voting centers are now 
open, with several 

more coming being added starting October 27, and even more 
starting November 3, including the Emergency Operations Center at 
Belmont City Hall.  
 
For a full list of ballot box and voting center locations, please visit 
https://www.smcacre.org/vote-centers-ballot-drop-box-locations. 
Voters will begin to see their ballots appear in the mail. Don’t forget 
to exercise your right to vote! 
 

 
 
 

https://www.smcacre.org/vote-centers-ballot-drop-box-locations
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City Hall Lobby ADA Compliance/Customer Service Remodel Progress 
Phase II of this ADA compliance project is picking up, as the wood paneling for the back wall of the 
Permit Center is scheduled to be installed beginning on Monday, October 22nd. Lobby signage will 
be installed soon after the paneling is complete. The contractor is also scheduled to finish 
installation of the 3rd floor door windows.  The project team is still focused on addressing an issue 
with the transaction drawer for the after-hours window and believes a solution to be in place. The 
painters are also scheduled to return for spot painting in the main stairwell, as well as any necessary 
touchups in the Permit Center.  
 
The Permit Center continues to be temporarily relocated to the 3rd Floor of City Hall until the 
completion of Phase II.  Information regarding interim Permit Center accommodations are available 
on the City’s website.  
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San Mateo County 9-1-1 Centers Now Taking Text-to-911 
 
Effective immediately, all San Mateo County Law Enforcement and Fire Agencies 911 Dispatch 
Centers, including Belmont, are equipped to receive and respond to mobile phone SMS Text to 911 
messages. All phones or devices must include a text or data plan, be text capable, and have their 
location services enabled to send a text message to 
911. Callers who cannot communicate verbally are 
now able to use the text to 911 service to request 
help directly from local public safety agencies. This 
technology directly benefits members of our deaf, 
hard of hearing and speech-impaired communities as 
they will now have a more efficient and effective way 
to request emergency services in times of need. 
 
Additionally, those who find themselves in a situation where it may be too dangerous to dial 911 
will have another option to call for help during an emergency. For the deaf, hard of hearing and 
speech-impaired communities, texting to 911 is always an acceptable way to contact 911 for help. 
Others should only use the text to 911 feature when speaking to a 911 Dispatcher is not possible or 
may place an individual at risk. Examples include a domestic abuse situation, an active shooter 
incident, or an incident that has caused injury resulting in an inability to speak. Otherwise, it is 
always best to dial 911 and speak with a dispatcher directly. 
 
Here are some helpful tips when using the Text to 911 service: 

• Always provide the exact location of the emergency 
• Text messages should be brief and easy to understand 
• Do not use abbreviations, emojis or slang 
• Remember that the ability to send/receive images and videos is limited and often dependent 

on the cellular provider 
• Texts can only be received in English at this time - this service will be available in additional 

languages in the near future 
• Do not include others when texting to 9-1-1 (no group texting) 

 
Remember - Only call 911 in the event of an emergency and only text to 911 when calling is not an 
option. For more information on text to 911 visit the San Mateo County Communications Manager's 
Association website at www.CMASMC.com 
 

"Call if you can - Text if you can't" 
 

http://www.cmasmc.com/
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Smoke Alarms Save Lives! 
Did you know that if a fire starts in 
your home, you may have just two 
minutes to escape? 

We will be in Belmont, Foster City, and 
San Mateo offering free smoke alarm 
installations on Saturday, October 27, 
2018 from 10:00am – 2:30pm 

For an appointment, call (650) 259-1769 
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ADOPT-A-STORM-DRAIN 
 

 

Take part to help keep our waterways clean 

All storm drains in Belmont go directly to Belmont Creek and into the San Francisco Bay. In order 
to keep them flowing properly and to minimize localized flooding during rain events, protecting our 
waterways and keeping them clear is key to water pollution prevention and flooding prevention.  

A clean community is a happy community 

The city has a comprehensive preventative maintenance program to inspect, monitor, and maintain 
1,400 of our stork drain inlets throughout the city. Regular scheduled street sweeping is in place, 
with enhanced sweeping during winter months. “No Dumping-Flows To Bay” storm drain placards 
are installed on every storm drain. The Belmont Public Works Department has also installed trash 
capture devices in 69 storm drains where litter activities have been an issue.  

When leaves, litter, and other harmful waste enter the storm drain, not only can it cause backups, 
but is unsightly in our neighborhoods. Not to mention, litter and other pollutants can harm wildlife, 
fish, and the environment.  

The City of Belmont has started Adopt-A-Drain Program for residents to take part in being 
proactive in their neighborhood.  

What is Adopt-A-Drain? 

Residents                                                   
Any resident can adopt a drain in their neighborhood. Just fill out the online form and select an 
address location of the storm drain from the Adopt A Drain map that you would like to adopt. Once 
you have adopted a drain, be committed to keeping the top of the grate clear of leaves and trash. 
Report illegal dumping and drainage, and any backups that are coming from below the grate or if 
the inlet below the grate has trash. Staff will come out and remove the grate to clear any blockage.  

Once you have signed up, you will receive an Adopt-A-Drain starter kit.     

    

https://www.belmont.gov/Home/Components/Form/Form/d01027ed5ef24e80b40ac238b95a2a55/401
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PARKS AND RECREATION  

Several non-functioning irrigation valves were replaced at Hidden 
Canyon Park.  The existing valves were not automated and 
unreliable.  New irrigation valves and a timer were installed.  The 
irrigation installation is the first phase of a tree planting project 
along the entranceway to Hidden Canyon Park.  For this tree 
planting project, the parks department will partner with the local 
girl scout troop to fulfill our Arbor Day tree planting 
commitment.  Stay tuned for updates about the tree planting. 
 
General landscaping maintenance was conducted at multiple sites 
including Belameda, O'Donnell, Semeria, and Alexander Parks.  Fall 
pruning is underway as vigorous summer growth and spent flower 
heads are being cut back.  Fall maintenance also includes the 
cleaning up of drainages due to leaf drop.  At Belameda Park, 
graffiti was removed from multiple surfaces, including the picnic 
tables. 
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Halloween Spooktacular Dance 
 

Last Friday, the active older adult 
community enjoyed 2 hours of 
rockabilly classics by The Dave 
Crimmen Band at the Halloween 
Spooktacular Dance. This event was 
possible thanks to the sponsorship of 
Synergy Home Care, who provided the 
band as well as some yummy, healthy 
snacks. The Dance is part of a series 
held at the Twin Pines Senior & 
Community Center on certain Fridays 
of the month, free of charge. 
Community members from all over the 
Bay Area are welcome to enjoy a trip 
down memory lane to shake, rattle and 
roll to their favorite tunes.  
  
   
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Library Hosts field trip   
    
The Children at the Belmont 
Learning children participated in a 
walking filed trip to the Belmont 
Library where they were given a tour 
of the facility and treated with story 
time.  
 
Thank you to our parent volunteers 
that assisted staff in walking the 
children to the library.  
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Health Clinics at the Center 

This week the Center hosted 2 clinics: A Blood 
Pressure and a Blood Glucose clinic. About 10 
people attended the Blood Pressure Clinic and 15 
people came to check their blood glucose 
levels.  Sponsored by Sequoia Hospital, the Blood 
Pressure clinics take place the 3rd Tuesday of every 
month from 8:30am-10am by and an RN is 
available to answer any questions depending on 
the results. The Blood Glucose Clinic takes place on 
the 3rd Wednesday from 8:30-10am every 4 
months. All are free and open to the public (18+).  

  
 
 

Lookmobile at Barrett Community Center 
The Library’s Lookmobile is 
parked at the Barrett Community 
Center and will be open for drop 
in visits from 3pm to 6pm each 
weekday through October 26th.  
Stop by for some ‘hands-on’ 
science experience. All ages are 
welcome to enjoy this FREE 
amenity, courtesy of our San 
Mateo County Libraries. For 
more information on this 
opportunity please visit 

https://smcl.org/mobile-
services/lookmobile/ 
 
 
 

 
 
Waterdog Run and Save the Music Collage  
Thanks to all park visitors and City employees who parked elsewhere or were otherwise 
inconvenienced last Friday and all weekend as Twin Pines Park was transformed into an exciting 
finish line for Belmont’s inaugural Water Dog Run Saturday morning and then, without missing a 
beat, morphed into a 3-stage Save the Music extravaganza on Sunday.  A further thank you to all 
those involved in planning for and executing these monumental events and then going the extra 
mile to ensure our beautiful park was spotless and ready for ‘business as usual’ by Monday morning.    
Enjoy these snapshots of the weekend events. 
 

https://smcl.org/mobile-services/lookmobile/
https://smcl.org/mobile-services/lookmobile/
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 Upcoming Events – Other Agencies  

 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/o/congresswoman-jackie-speier-8014329333
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In partnership with City of Daly City, City of Half Moon Bay, Goodwill, San Francisco Conservation 
Corps, and the Office of Sustainability will be hosting an electronics reuse & recycling drop-off event 
on Saturday, October 27th, 9am-12pm, at Daly City’s City Hall and Saturday, November 3rd, 9am-
12pm, at Half Moon Bay’s City Hall.   
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Community Calendars  
 
 
   For all Parks and Rec activities click here Parks and Recreation 
 

  
 
 

http://www.belmont.gov/city-hall/park-and-recreation
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Teen Zone  
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Belmont Public Library  
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