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Belmont Receives State Award of Excellence - Comprehensive Plan
Earlier this week, Belmont accepted the Award of Excellence - Comprehensive Plan: Small
Jurisdiction for the City’s 2035 General Plan, Belmont Village Specific Plan, and Climate Action Plan
at the annual California Chapter American Planning Association (APA) Conference. The awards
ceremony took place in San Diego where Belmont was recognized for this significant
accomplishment. The APA California Awards Event highlighted the best planning policies, projects
and people throughout the State. The purpose of the APA California Awards Program was to
encourage quality in planning and increase the public's awareness of the planning profession by
recognizing outstanding achievement in the planning field.
This award follows the APA California - Northern Chapter - Award of Excellence presented to
Belmont in June.
These three long range plans provide a roadmap to guide future development and they work
collectively to create lively and attractive public spaces and a unique sense of community and social
connectivity in the heart of Belmont. The City is actively pursuing the implementation of these plans.
The community’s participation and input during the 2014-2017 plan formulation phase, and all
those individuals who worked so diligently behind the scenes are what helped shaped Belmont’s
award winning General Plan, BVSP, and Climate Action Plan.
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Measure KK - Belmont Hotel Room Tax Measure
On June 26, 2018, the City Council adopted a resolution calling a municipal election on a measure
to increase the City’s transient occupancy tax (TOT) rate from 10% of the rent charged by the
operator to 12% of the rent paid by the hotel guest. The measure (Measure KK) is set to be on the
November 6, 2018 General Municipal Election ballot.
The City’s TOT, or Hotel Room Tax, was last changed in 1978 and does not apply to the markup
charged by on-line platforms such as Airbnb. The proposed measure will change the TOT to apply
to the markup charged by on-line platforms and bring the City’s TOT rate to 12%, which is the rate
currently charged by most other cities with a TOT in San Mateo County. The proposed measure is
expected to bring in an additional $560,000 in unrestricted general city revenues annually. The
revenue would be administered by the City and used exclusively for city needs such as fixing
potholes in city streets, repairing sidewalks, maintaining city police patrols and crime prevention,
emergency response, maintaining parks, open space and sports fields. The State could not take any
of the revenue from the City. The measure is approved if it receives at least a simple majority of
votes (fifty percent plus one) at the November 6, 2018 General Municipal Election.
Ballot Question

Measure KK - City of Belmont Hotel Room Tax Measure

Shall a City of Belmont ordinance, providing funding that cannot be taken by the State,
for city services including:
Fixing potholes, repairing streets and sidewalks;
Maintaining neighborhood police patrols and crime prevention;
Maintaining 9-1-1 emergency response times;
Maintaining parks, open spaces, sports fields;
Unrestricted general revenue purposes;

YES

NO

by permanently raising the transient occupancy tax to 12% of the rent paid by guests,
providing an additional $560,000 annually, with independent audits, be adopted?

To view the full text of the City Council Resolution calling for the election, click here.
What else is on the Ballot:
Belmont residents will also vote on Measure CC, Measure WW and three City Council seats. If
enacted, Measure CC would make the City Clerk’s office an appointed position. If enacted, Measure
WW would make the City Treasurer’s office an appointed position. The Belmont City Council also
has three seats up for election.
For additional information related to the November election, including the City Council race and
local ballot measures, click here.
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Ballot Box

As part of the effort to make more ballot boxes available to
voters, two temporary exterior boxes have been installed in
Belmont, one at City Hall and one at the Belmont Library on
Alameda. They will be available on a 24/7 basis through election
day. A drop-off box is also located in the City Clerk’s office on the
third floor of City Hall, for those who prefer, which is available
during
regular
business hours. In
addition, a number
of voting centers
are now open, with
several
more
coming being added
starting October 27,
and even more
starting November
3, including the Emergency Operations Center at
Belmont City Hall.
For a full list of ballot box and voting center locations, please visit https://www.smcacre.org/votecenters-ballot-drop-box-locations. Voters will begin to see their ballots appear in the mail. Don’t
forget to exercise your right to vote!

Twin Pines October 13-14th Activities
Get ready for an incredible weekend of community events at Twin
Pines Park! Come cheer the racers across the finish line of
Belmont’s inaugural Water Dog Run. There’s still time to register if
you’re game for a 10k, 5k, kids run or Fido walk:
https://belmontwaterdogrun.com/
Sunday is Save the Music day! Come by for games, food, and music
galore, more information here:
http://schoolforce.org/save-the-music/

These events truly define ‘community’ in Belmont. This weekend is only possible thanks to the
culmination of heroic efforts of countless volunteers, local businesses and organizations. The City
of Belmont is proud to be a partner in these signature events.
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City Hall Lobby ADA Compliance/Customer Service Remodel Progress
Phase II of this ADA compliance project continues. Minor adjustments were addressed at the Permit
Center counter and installation is now complete. Crews were on site this week installing the security
access system on the 3rd floor doors. The wood paneling for the back wall for the Permit Center is
expected to be installed towards the end of this month, along with much of the Lobby signage. The
project team is focused on addressing an issue with the transaction drawer for the after-hours
window which may delay the finalizing the project but will not affect the reopening of the Permit
Center to the public.
The Permit Center continues to be temporarily
relocated to the 3rd Floor of City Hall until the
completion of Phase II. Information regarding
interim Permit Center accommodations are
available on the City’s website.

Back to Top

City Manager’s Weekly Update

October 12, 2018

New Ralston & South Traffic Signal
The new traffic signal at Ralston and South is now fully operational. The signal will improve overall safety for
motorists and pedestrians while allowing for better traffic flow and operational efficiency at the intersection.
The public should take note of the new striping at this intersection, which will allow for more efficient
pedestrian and car travel through the intersection. City urges motorists to use caution when traveling
through this intersection until everyone become familiar with the new operations.

N
O
R
T
H

As part of the signal commissioning the City has planned this intersection to be fully integrated into its Ralston
Corridor Traffic Signal Arterial Synchronization to ensure this intersection operates efficiently with trafficresponsive timing, and coordination with other nearby signalized intersections. The intersection level of
service (LOS) is anticipated to improve from the existing all-way stop control, LOS F, to signalized LOS A and
B, depending on the peak hour volumes and direction of the travel.
About the Project
The Ralston Avenue Corridor Study and Improvements Project is a Belmont City Council Priority. The City
Council through the priority setting process acknowledged the need for a context-sensitive redesign of the
Ralston Corridor to not only improve service for existing users, but to also effectuate a preferred future. Since
the approval of the Plan, several projects are underway or have been completed. To learn more about these
projects please look here.
Crystal Springs Upland School, in collaboration with the City of Belmont, funded and constructed this project
as an off-site mitigation as part of the middle school construction on Davis Drive. Improvements are intended
to improve Ralston Corridor traffic efficiency with the installation of pedestrian walkways and signalization.
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San Mateo County 9-1-1 Centers Now Taking Text-to-911
Effective immediately, all San Mateo County Law Enforcement and Fire Agencies 911 Dispatch
Centers, including Belmont, are equipped to receive and respond to mobile phone SMS Text to 911
messages. All phones or devices must include a text or data plan, be text capable, and have their
location services enabled to send a text message to
911. Callers who cannot communicate verbally are
now able to use the text to 911 service to request
help directly from local public safety agencies. This
technology directly benefits members of our deaf,
hard of hearing and speech-impaired communities
as they will now have a more efficient and effective
way to request emergency services in times of need.
Additionally, those who find themselves in a situation where it may be too dangerous to dial 911
will have another option to call for help during an emergency. For the deaf, hard of hearing and
speech-impaired communities, texting to 911 is always an acceptable way to contact 911 for help.
Others should only use the text to 911 feature when speaking to a 911 Dispatcher is not possible or
may place an individual at risk. Examples include a domestic abuse situation, an active shooter
incident, or an incident that has caused injury resulting in an inability to speak. Otherwise, it is
always best to dial 911 and speak with a dispatcher directly.
Here are some helpful tips when using the Text to 911 service:
• Always provide the exact location of the emergency
• Text messages should be brief and easy to understand
• Do not use abbreviations, emojis or slang
• Remember that the ability to send/receive images and videos is limited and often dependent
on the cellular provider
• Texts can only be received in English at this time - this service will be available in additional
languages in the near future
• Do not include others when texting to 9-1-1 (no group texting)
Remember - Only call 911 in the event of an emergency and only text to 911 when calling is not an
option. For more information on text to 911 visit the San Mateo County Communications Manager's
Association website at www.CMASMC.com

"Call if you can - Text if you can't"
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Did you know that if a fire starts in your home,
you may have just two minutes to escape?

Smoke Alarms Save Lives!
We will be in Belmont, Foster City, and San Mateo offering free smoke
alarm installations on Saturday, October 27, 2018 from 10:00am –
2:30pm

For an appointment, call (650) 259-1769
Back to Top
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PUBLIC WORKS
Public Outreach- Ralston Corridor Open House
On October 10th Public Works hosted a
Ralston Corridor Open House. The City’s
Engineering Consultant TJKM, and City
staff presented the latest design of the
improvements in segments 1 and 2,
answered questions and received
feedback from residents and corridor
users.
The project will be placed on the Council
agenda in November to present 65%
design and receive comments. The
project is scheduled to go out to bid in
early spring of 2019 with the construction
taking place in summer.
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TRAFFIC ADVISORIES
Ralston Avenue Sewer Rehabilitation Project Phase II:

Ralston Avenue:
The plumbing contractor will be continuing work on Ralston Avenue between Alameda de las Pulgas
and Villa Avenue. Contractor will continue to work their way down Ralston Avenue and prepare all
manhole locations for the pipe reaming of existing 12-inch VCP to 18-inch HDPE. This work is
scheduled to take place from Monday, October 15, 2018 through Friday, October 19, 2018 with
extended construction hours from 9:00 am – 4:00pm. Traffic evaluations will take place and granted
working hours will be adjusted accordingly at the City of Belmont discretion. Traffic control and
flaggers will be in place during these working hours to help alleviate traffic congestion.

Belmont Sewer and Water Rehabilitation:

Francis Avenue, Academy, and Davey Glen Road:
The construction contractor is continuing to work on punch list items in various location, and paving
contractor will be continuing to raise utility valves, manholes, and finish work for the paving. This
work is scheduled for Monday, October 15 – Friday, October 19, 2018. Striping of the new pavement
on Francis Avenue, Academy Avenue, and Davey Glen Road may take place on Thursday October 4,
and Friday, October 5, 2018. This work will take place between normal working hours of 8:00 am –
5:00 pm. Traffic control and flaggers will be stationed when working in the right-of-way.

Shoreway Sewer Replacement Project:

Shoreway Road:
The contractor will be continue excavating and installing the new sewer main along Shoreway
Road. Traffic control with one lane closed and flaggers will be stationed. This work is scheduled for
the week of Monday, October 15, 2018 to Friday, October 19, 2018 with normal working hours of
8:00 am – 5:00 pm.

Ralston Avenue between Granada Street and Furlong Street:

Ralston Avenue:
The Belmont Traffic Operations Division will be striping in front of Fire Station No.14 on Friday,
October 19 between the hours of 10 AM and 2 PM.
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TRAFFIC OPERATIONS DIVISION
In response to several Traffic Parking and Safety
Committee requests by Belmont residents, the Traffic
Operations Division performed the following work in the
Downtown area:
Striped both a centerline and guidelines on
Sixth Avenue from O’Neill Avenue to Harbor Blvd.
Installed 25 MPH signs on the north and south
ends of both Fifth Avenue and Sixth Avenue
Installed traffic calming signage (Curve/15
MPH) on Molitor Road where the highest 85% speed was
registered in a recent traffic study
More work is scheduled to take place in the Downtown
neighborhood including painting bicycle sharrows
(shared lane markings) on Sixth Avenue to complete the striping.
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SEWER DIVISION
The Sewer Division performed preventative maintenance throughout Belmont. Below are highlights
from this week’s activity:
 Performed weekly sewer pump station preventive maintenance on 11 sewer pump stations
 Hydro cleaned 23,770 linear feet of city sewer main line on both the streets and easements
of basin 8, 9, 10 and 11
 Video inspected 659 linear feet of city sewer main line throughout the city
 Continuing to test wireless ultrasonic sensor from Flow Group Services to monitor targeted
sewer manholes for high flow levels to help prevent sanitary sewer overflows
 Worked with consultants on North Road sewer pump station force main rehabilitation
project design by mapping out sewer laterals of EL Camino Real businesses to determine any
conflict with new force main
 Replaced and raised manhole cover, manhole frame and surrounding concrete of manhole
on Ralston Avenue at Elmer Street that had sunken several inches.
Below are some photos of the manhole maintenance:
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Electronic Reuse & Recycling Drop-Off Event for San Mateo County Residents
In partnership with City of Daly City, City of Half Moon Bay, Goodwill, San Francisco Conservation
Corps, and the Office of Sustainability will be hosting an electronics reuse & recycling drop-off event
on Saturday, October 27th, 9am-12pm, at Daly City’s City Hall and Saturday, November 3rd, 9am12pm, at Half Moon Bay’s City Hall.
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PARKS AND RECREATION
Call to Action Day

Call To Action Day was a success! Thank Notre Dame de Namur and the students for their efforts,
Barrett Community Center and Twin Pines Park are vastly improved from the work. The volunteers
painted the poles at Barrett Community Center and brightened up the space and will also serve
functionally to help patrons locate classrooms and studios.
The landscaping work at Twin Pines Park was overdue and much needed. Students cut out invasive
plants and removed more than eight truckloads of leaves and weeds. The Belmont Parks and
Recreation department appreciates the relationship with Notre Dame de Namur and is always
grateful for the efforts of the students and faculty.

Why does the City need a Master Plan for Twin Pines Park?
The park’s unique combination of recreation, rental, community-building, arts, historical, and
natural assets can be better leveraged once a master plan is in place. This plan will also address
circulation and accessibility challenges. A consultant, Gates + Associates, has been engaged to
prepare outreach and engagement events to assess the community’s vision for the park and will
prepare conceptual designs outlining the park’s future improvements. The master plan will be
presented to the Parks & Recreation Commission and City Council.

How will the Community be involved in the planning process?
In conjunction with Gates + Associates, the Parks & Recreation Department will host 'pop-up' booths
at upcoming events. At the booth, community members of all ages can provide valuable input
towards this effort.

Upcoming Community Engagement Events:
•
•
•
•

Oct 13 – Water Dog Run @ Twin Pines Park
Oct 14 – Save the Music @ Twin Pines Park
Oct 16 – Senior Club @ Community Center
Oct 18 – Youth Advisory Committee @ Barrett
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Second Grade Visit

Students from two classes of second grade
from Nesbit School visited City Hall the other
day as part of their social studies curriculum.
They had a chance to be introduced to the
various apparatus used by the public works
department, including the sewer camera van
and the backhoe. They toured the police
department and participated in a mock council
meeting, led by Mayor Kim, where they
discussed options for a new park in Belmont.
In one of the thank you letters received by City
Clerk Cook, one of the students said, “I liked
meeting the mayor, it was the first time I saw one ever and it was my dream come true to meet the
mayor.” For many of them, their favorite part was going to jail and banging the gavel. Two more
classes are coming next week.
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NDNU’s Sesquicentennial (150th)
This week Notre Dame de Namur
University (NDNU) celebrated its
150th anniversary of its charter (as
well as the 150th anniversary of
Ralston Hall). On Wednesday, they
installed a time capsule with a
variety
of
items
capturing
university information and campus life. It included a copy of the Proclamation that Mayor Kim and
the City Council presented to honor the sesquicentennial. It’s intended to be opened in fifty years.
Following the time capsule, there was an informational discussion about the history of the
university, which was founded by the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur, interwoven with the City of
Belmont’s history, presented by Belmont Historian Denny Lawhern, and Belmont Historical Society
president Karl Mittelstadt. The University is an integral part of the City of Belmont.
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Upcoming Events
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For more information please visit http://schoolforce.org/
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Community Calendars
For all Parks and Rec activities click here Parks and Recreation
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Teen Zone
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Belmont Public Library
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