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City Administrative Offices
will be Closed
Monday, October 8, 2018
Public Safety, Public Works emergency response and other
essential services will continue through the holiday. For after
hour sewer backups, contact Belmont PD @ 595-7400
For emergencies, call 9-1-1.
City offices will resume normal business hours on
Tuesday, October 9th .
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New Ralston & South Traffic Signal
The new traffic signal at Ralston Avenue and South Road was turned on (flashing red), Thursday October 4th.
The signal is expected to be fully operational by Tuesday October 9th. Prior to being fully activated, the
intersection will operate as an all-way stop to allow the motoring public to get accustomed to the new traffic
pattern changes and allow the crews to safely observe and ensure the operations of the signal system. The
signal will improve overall safety for motorists and pedestrians while allowing for better traffic flow and
operational efficiency at the intersection.
The public should take note of the new striping at this intersection, taking effect on October 9th, which will
allow for more efficient pedestrian and car travel through the intersection. City urges motorists to use
caution when traveling through this intersection until they become familiar with the new operations.
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As part of the signal commissioning the City has planned this intersection to be fully integrated into its Ralston
Corridor Traffic Signal Arterial Synchronization to ensure this intersection operates efficiently with trafficresponsive timing, and coordination with other nearby signalized intersections. The intersection level of
service (LOS) is anticipated to improve from the existing all-way stop control, LOS F, to signalized LOS A and
B, depending on the peak hour volumes and direction of the travel.
About the Project
The Ralston Avenue Corridor Study and Improvements Project is a Belmont City Council Priority. The City
Council through the priority setting process acknowledged the need for a context-sensitive redesign of the
Ralston Corridor to not only improve service for existing users, but to also effectuate a preferred future. Since
the approval of the Plan, several projects are underway or have been completed. To learn more about these
projects please look here.
Crystal Springs Upland School, in collaboration with the City of Belmont, funded and constructed this project
as an off-site mitigation as part of the middle school construction on Davis Drive. Improvements are intended
to improve Ralston Corridor traffic efficiency with the installation of pedestrian walkways and signalization.
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Emergency Management and Effective Evacuation Preparation

In response to the continued threat of wildfires and other disasters within our community and the
greater San Francisco Bay Area, city officials would like to provide the following information related
to best practices associated with the need for evacuations throughout Belmont.
When it comes to evacuation planning, there are no designated routes since the exact location of
the hazard will impact the safest advisable route. Many people expect designated evacuation routes
to be in place, but this is only the case for communities that experience hazards with advanced
warning, such as hurricanes and tsunamis.
The police department is the lead agency in coordinating evacuations.
During an incident, law enforcement and the fire department will
establish unified command and based on the situation and location of
the hazard will determine areas needing evacuation. They will also
determine the safest available evacuation routes. Once an evacuation is
ordered, City and County Office of Emergency Services (OES) will be
involved in supporting evacuees with emergency sheltering and by
sending ongoing alerts and notifications.
Community members will be notified of evacuation orders in three
primary ways: 1) Reverse 911 for landline phones; 2) SMC Alert for individuals who have opted-in
to the system (mobile, landline phones, text and email notifications are available through this
system); and, in the direst of circumstances, 3) mobile loudspeakers and door to door notifications.
An additional method may be used based on the severity of the situation. The Integrated public
alert and warning system (IPAWS), which includes the Wireless Alerting System (WEA)-most often
used as an “Amber Alert”, can be requested by the Incident Commander of County OES. City
governments are not authorized to send messages with this system and rely exclusively on the
County OES to activate. County OES may also self-initiate messages using this system.
It should be noted, there are several state level legislative actions
related to this issue that have impacted local planning efforts to develop
comprehensive plans, templates and process flows for the interaction
of Cities and the County. A work group encompassing law enforcement,
fire, local emergency management, County OES, County PIO, City PIO
and County Comms has been working over the last months to create
plans related to all emergency alert and warning systems in use in San
Mateo County, including the methods of employing IPAWS/WEA.

Back to Top

City Manager’s Weekly Update

October 5, 2018

Community members should take active measures, especially during September as it is National
Preparedness Month, to prepare themselves for all hazards, including earthquakes and wildfire. In
the case of earthquakes, individuals should be prepared to shelter in place, and should have
emergency supplies on hand to last 7-10 days. In the case of wildfire, all individuals living in a hazard
area should prepare a “Go-bag” or “go-kit” that is always packed and at the ready to leave in a
moment’s notice.
This go-kit should include copies or digitally stored versions of important or irreplaceable
documents such as identification, insurance, deeds and titles. If the family has pets, individuals with
special needs or children, then other item such as vaccination and medical records, medications,
special dietary food items, assistive devices, pet food, formula, diapering supplies, should be
included in the go-kit.
Families should have alternate communication plans in place to
reach loved ones if regular mobile and landline phone services
are impacted by the incident. Families should also have
predesignated meeting places to reunite with their loved ones if
it is necessary to leave the area. The best option for most people
during an evacuation is to seek shelter with family and friends,
rather than emergency shelters due to their level of emotional
and physical comfort.
Finally, community members must remain vigilant and monitor their surroundings. If they observe
a hazardous condition, they should take immediate steps to ensure their personal safety, whether
they are notified by public safety authorities or not. While multiple communication methods will be
used, no method is 100% guaranteed effective. Individuals must take initiative to engage with the
alert and warning systems available by signing up for www.smcalert.info or by texting their zip code
to 888-777. Residents in the Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) must make efforts to maintain
defensible space and clear vegetation. The should also consider other measures such as evaluating
roofing materials and attic vents and clearing out gutters.
Our fire and police departments have checklists, toolkits and resources available to support
community members in their efforts to prepare. We also offer classes like Get Ready, CERT, and
other community preparedness classes geared toward residents in the WUI. Preparedness is
everyone’s responsibility, and we try our best to share our knowledge with the community, but the
community must be willing to seek us out and take action to mitigate and prepare for potential allhazards.
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Belmont Fire Department Welcomes New Engine
The Belmont Fire Department put into service their newest piece of equipment,
a 2018 Seagrave Maurader Fire Engine. The engine, which is located at Fire
Station 15 at 2701 Cipriani Boulevard took approximately one year to build and
replaces an engine that had been in service since 2008. The 2008 engine will
become a reserve and replace an existing reserve engine, that was placed in
service in 1996.

As we enter the fall months, the Fire Department wants to continue to remind residents that with
the threat of wildfire, it is important to maintain an area of 30’-100’ of defensible space around your
property by cutting back grass, shrubs and trees around structures.
For more information on mitigating the wildfire threat click here.

Back to Top

City Manager’s Weekly Update

October 5, 2018

Did you know that if a fire starts in your home,
you may have just two minutes to escape?

Smoke Alarms Save Lives!
We will be in Belmont, Foster City, and San Mateo offering free smoke
alarm installations on Saturday, October 27, 2018 from 10:00am –
2:30pm

For an appointment, call (650) 259-1769.
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City Hall Lobby ADA Compliance/Customer Service Remodel
Phase II of this ADA compliance and customer service improvement project continues, as the Permit
Center counter installation progresses. Installation of the countertop was completed this week. The
wood paneling for the back wall for the Permit Center is expected to be installed towards the end
of this month, along with much of the Lobby signage. ADA compliance upgrades have been
completed in the Lobby bathrooms and the fire alarm strobes were successfully connected and
tested, so the first-floor bathrooms are now open to the public. The project team is focused on
addressing an issue with the transaction drawer for the after-hours police window which may delay
the finalizing the project, but will not affect the reopening of the Permit Center to the public.
The Permit Center continues to be temporarily relocated to the 3rd Floor of City Hall until the
completion of Phase II. Information regarding interim Permit Center accommodations are available
on the City’s website.
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Parks and Recreation
Twin Pines Master Plan

We need your input! Stop by our booth at the Save the Music Festival on Sunday, October 14 to
share your ideas for polishing the jewel of Belmont! Don’t feel like going out? Fill out our online
survey at www.belmont.gov/tpmpsurvey. We’ll be unveiling our preliminary conceptual designs at
the Save the Music Festival on October 14th.

Twin Pines Park… Parking

Friday October 12 through Sunday October 14, Twin Pines Park will be mighty
busy. Two big events, the Water Dog Run and Save the Music, will require some
adjustments to our usual routine. Please bear with us as we restrict parking in
certain areas to allow for set up and event operation. On Friday, City employees
will be asked to park off site so there’ll be plenty of room for Seniors to park
near the Senior Center for the day’s scheduled programs. If you’re otherwise
visiting the park on Friday the 12th, please plan to park on Ralston Avenue or
downtown. Thank you in advance for your understanding!

Twin Pines Master Plan - Input from
the Senior Population
On Wednesday, September 26 and
Tuesday, October 2, staff was on hand at
the Twin Pines Senior & Community Center
lobby to get input from the older adult
community on what they like about the
Park when they come visit, and what they
would like to see in the future. Those who
were not in attendance on those days had
access to a printed survey they could
deliver to the Front Desk.
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Free Flu Shots

The Twin Pines Senior & Community Center was the location for free flu shots available for the
community. Last season California was hit especially hard by the flu outbreak. This time we are
encouraging the public to take a proactive approach in protecting your health & those around you.
Walgreens Pharmacy provided the free shots, no proof of insurance was necessary. About 25
members from around the community got their inoculations and are ready for winter!

Teens

This week the teens started out with a game of Knockout, then a few 3 vs 3 basketball games. By
request we played a Teen Zone favorite: Ball Tag! The cooking craft this week was coco-berry
smoothies and fruit kababs. Next there was a vote for the selection for movie night, Groundhog Day
getting the winning vote. The Snack of the week was cinnamon raisin bagels and Golden Delicious
apples, as well as honey BBQ chips and Ritz's crackers. Lastly, we will end the week with a free Yoga
class!

Parks and Fields

Irrigation and several sprinkler head repairs were made at
several Cipriani Park and the Sports Complex. While onsite, staff
made some general repairs to the system. In the process of
repairing the pipe leak, several sprinkler heads were also
repaired and adjusted for optimum performance.
Shrub pruning and tree trimming continued at the Sports
Complex in the landscape beds in the Conference Center parking
lot. The trees and shrubs were pruned for general health and
aesthetics. Tree branches were trimmed for visibility and
clearance along Ralston Avenue at South Road. This work is part
of the installation of signal lights at South Road. The new signal
lights will be up and running on October 9th.
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Public Works
EVENTS
On Saturday, September 29, Public Works participated in FYI-Project’s first ever career inspiration
event: TEAZER-All About Engineering. Held at Redwood Shores Library, the engineering focused
event was attended by middle and high school age children. During the event’s two hours, eightysix kids and their guardians, were able to connect with different types of engineers to ask questions
about their specific field of work.
The Public Works booth provided educational Civil Engineering information as well as information
on water pollution prevention. The City’s Assistant Civil Engineer fielded engineering questions
while kids spun the water pollution prevention trivia wheel for eco-friendly prizes.
Due to its inaugural success, The City of Belmont hopes to participate in future FYI-Project TEAZER
events. It will give us an opportunity to better serve the residents of Belmont by providing Public
Works information on a face-to-face level.

STREETS DIVISION
Traffic and Electrical Operations Weekly Highlights 10-5-18
Crews have been busy preparing South Road for the traffic signal activation that will occur on
October 9th at 10am. Activities included installing new signage to inform motorists of the traffic
signal, new traffic patterns and regulations. Tree trimming to improve sight distance for the new
signals and signs.
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Notre Dame Avenue Street Repair
The Street Division removed part of a concrete parking area on Notre Dame and placed 5.5 yards
of concrete; fixing a hazard to both cars and pedestrians.

CITY PROJECTS
Easement Sewer Rehabilitation Project - Various Locations

As part of City’s ongoing sewer capital replacement program to tackle aging and deteriorated
infrastructure, the City is in the final stages of the Easement Sewer Rehabilitation Project design.
This is to ensure a safe and reliable sewer collection system serving the community well into the
future. This project is intended to address approximately 2 miles of defective and failing sewer
mains located primarily in easements with access constraints and obstructions located on the top
of pipe alignment.
The project design team evaluated the existing conditions and access issues on all sites and
discovered the following problems:
• Decks, fences, retaining walls, sheds, and other structures built right on the top of the pipes,
lampholes, and manholes
• Fences constructed in easement restricting foot and equipment access to rehabilitate the
pipe
• Large trees planted on the top of the line with roots tearing the pipe apart. A lot of these
trees are mature oaks.
• Multiple sewer laterals from single houses
In order to resolve these issues City staff conducted dye-testing of the sewer laterals at the
properties that have multiple lateral pipes connecting to the City main line. City staff researched an
option to relocate laterals from easements to streets in order to minimize impact on the property
owners and reduce construction costs but in all cases it proved to be impossible due to slope
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difference. Pipe replacement/rehabilitation within the existing easements remains the only option
to improve defective infrastructure.
The most challenging aspect of the project is to work with individual property owners to obtain their
cooperation in removing trees and structures located right on the top of the pipe within the
easement. City staff conducted an outreach to multiple properties that have easement access
constraint due to vegetation, mature trees buildings, and structures located on the top of the pipe
or immediately adjacent to it. City staff will continue working with the property owners, conduct
another outreach notifying every property adjacent to the project sites and start arborist
investigation to determine what trees have to be removed within easements to allow sewer
repair/rehabilitation.
Some examples of easement obstruction:
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Ralston Sanitary Sewer Rehabilitation Project – Phase II

Express Plumbing Services will be continuing work on Ralston Avenue between Alameda de las
Pulgas and Villa Avenue. Contractor will also rehabilitate manholes along the project alignment.
Traffic restrictions will be in place. The extended construction hours are 9:00 am – 4:00 pm. Traffic
control and flaggers will be in place during these working hours to help alleviate traffic congestion.

2018 Slurry Seal Project – Measure I

Construction began August 3rd and is anticipated to be complete by October 23rd. This light
maintenance project is the first to use available Measure I and Senate Bill (SB) 1 funds. Major dig
out, slurry, and striping work has been completed.
Hiller Street (between Ralston and O’Neill) will be receiving notifications around October 10th about
repairing the slurry on October 17th due to an inconsistency in the slurry mix that was used.
The City sent out notifications to affected residents very early this summer about the construction
work. In addition, the contractor has sent out door hangers as the scheduled work approaches. No
parking signs are also posted 24-48 hours prior to the work and should be the most up to
date. Public Works does post notifications on our project page and social media outlets as soon as
we can, especially if there are any delays or changes.
We kindly remind residents, neighbors, and all passer byers to drive around any wet slurry, wet
striping, and new utility lid adjustments before it has a chance to cure to avoid diminishing the value
of the slurry seal and tax dollar investment.
Please contact the Belmont Police Department at 650-595-7400 immediately if any vehicles are
found or driving on the wet slurry.
For any new slurry that needs repair or other concerns, please contact the Public Works Department
at 650-595-7425.
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More information and updates can be found on the Project webpage here:
https://www.belmont.gov/Home/Components/FacilityDirectory/FacilityDirectory/392/696
Further information on the2018 Slurry Project and City’s Street Improvement Program can be
found here: www.belmont.gov/BelmontPavement

Street Pavement Website
To improve information about the City’s pavement program and projects in the coming years, the
City launched the Belmont Pavement Website. This site will be a location where you’ll be able get
information about all things related to pavement in one convenient location. We look forward to
keeping the community informed about our work as we improve the City’s aging infrastructure!
A shortcut to the Pavement website has been added!
From the City’s homepage, hover over the “Living/Working Here” tab. Under “Frequently Asked
Questions”, click on “Street Improvement Program.”
You can also go directly there by typing www.belmont.gov/BelmontPavement in your web browser.
A few FAQs found on the site are:
Q: How does the City determine which streets to schedule for preventive maintenance work?
A: A computerized pavement management system is used to store the condition data of all roads.
This system, known as StreetSaver, was developed by the Metropolitan Transportation Commission
(MTC) and is helping Bay Area cities and counties. The system utilizes a computer model, which
predicts the proper time to perform preventive maintenance work. To keep the system up to date,
the City periodically surveys the condition of the City streets to determine the condition of the
pavement and updates the condition data of all roads which are maintained in the model on regular
bases. StreetSaver utilizes a model, which predicts the proper time to perform preventive
maintenance work. The most cost-effective pavement maintenance application is selected based
on the amount of funding available each year and street need.
Q: When will my street be resurfaced? Is my road going to be paved soon?
A: In order to maximize the dollars available to preserve its entire network of pavement in the best
condition, the City relies on its pavement management system (StreetSaver) to preliminarily select
candidate streets for further evaluation. Unfortunately, not all streets will be treated with the
annual available funds. However, with the passage of Measure I, the City drafted a 5 year pavement
program, which is the first part of the 30 year tax measure. This enabled us to evaluate all City
streets. Streets not found on the initial draft list will be considered in the next cycle of the pavement
program. Please note that maintenance of streets are tentatively scheduled in order to
accommodate planning and design purposes, which may include utility coordination, inspection of
drainage issues, addition of sidewalks, addition of bicycle and pedestrian pathways, etc.
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Peninsula Clean Energy Electric Vehicle Program Offers
Thousands of Dollars in Savings for San Mateo County Residents
REDWOOD CITY, Calif. – October 1, 2018 – Residents in San Mateo County can now save thousands of dollars on
electric vehicles due to a Peninsula Clean Energy (PCE) partnership with local auto dealerships. PCE has arranged for
participating dealers to offer attractive savings to San Mateo County residents wishing to buy or lease select electric
car models between October 1 and December 31, 2018.
The program can save customers $4,000 or more on a new electric vehicle (EV). Participating dealerships are Stewart
Chevrolet of Colma offering the Chevrolet Volt and Bolt, and Putnam Nissan of Burlingame offering the Nissan Leaf.
“Peninsula Clean Energy was founded to fight climate change, and inspiring customers to get into an electric vehicle
not only reduces or eliminates greenhouse gas emissions but also reduces a driver’s overall cost of travel,” said CEO
Jan Pepper. “We are finding tremendous local interest in EVs during our test drive events, and now we want to do
everything possible to help people switch from gas-guzzlers to a cleaner, comfortable, and affordable EV.”
Nearly 600 people have tested an electric vehicle during PCE’s ongoing free test drive events held at various San
Mateo County locations. Upcoming test drive events include:
•
•

Wednesday, October 3rd from 10 am – 3 pm at the San Mateo County Center on the corner of
Middlefield Road & County Center, Redwood City
Sunday, October 28th from 10:30 am – 5:30 pm at Burlingame Fall Fest on the corner of Howard Ave &
Lorton Ave, Burlingame

Customers interested in getting $4,000 or more in participating dealer discounts can go to
PeninsulaCleanEnergy.com/EV for more information. Eligible state and federal tax benefits further decrease EV prices
for qualified customers.
“There’s never been a better time to consider getting an electric vehicle. Customers can save thousands of dollars as
well as help our air quality,” said Pepper. “Once you have an EV, you save another $1,200 or more a year in fuel and
maintenance costs compared to an average gas-powered vehicle.”
San Mateo County electric vehicle drivers also get the benefit of Peninsula Clean Energy’s cleaner energy at lower
rates compared to PG&E’s electricity mix. PG&E still maintains power lines and provides billing services. PCE
customers are eligible for PG&E programs and incentives including the California Clean Fuel Rebate.
About Peninsula Clean Energy
Peninsula Clean Energy (PCE) is San Mateo County’s official electricity provider. PCE (www.PeninsulaCleanEnergy.com)
is a public local community choice energy program that provides all electric customers in San Mateo County with
cleaner electricity at lower rates than those charged by Pacific Gas & Electric. PCE is projected to save customers more
than $17 million a year. PCE, formed in March 2016, is a joint powers authority made up of the County of San Mateo
and all 20 cities and towns in the County. PCE serves approximately 290,000 accounts.

CONTACT
Kirsten Andrews-Schwind
Peninsula Clean Energy
650.260.0096
kandrews-schwind (at) peninsulacleanenergy.com

AGENCY CONTACT
Tom Mertens
408.234.6881
tommertens7 (at) gmail.com
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Upcoming Events
Notre Dame de Namur Charter Week Activities

Notre Dame de Namur University invites you to campus for Charter Week events the week of
October 8–13, celebrating the college’s 150th anniversary since receiving its charter from the state.
This is also the 150th anniversary of the opening of Ralston Mansion. Please see the flyer for details.
The historic panel discussion on the 10th will include representatives from the Sisters of Notre Dame
de Namur, who acquired the Ralston property in the early 1920’s, as well as Belmont’s resident
historian Denny Lawhern and President of the Historical Society, Karl Mittelstadt.
This is a great
opportunity for the
community to learn
the history of the
campus, as well as
the austere and
beautiful
Ralston
Mansion, which is a
federally registered
historic
landmark.
Come and support
San Mateo County’s
only university!

Back to Top

City Manager’s Weekly Update

October 5, 2018

Back to Top

City Manager’s Weekly Update

October 5, 2018

For more information please visit http://schoolforce.org/
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Community Calendars
For all Parks and Rec activities click here Parks and Recreation
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Teen Zone
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Belmont Public Library
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