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City Hall Lobby ADA Compliance/Customer Service Remodel Progress
This significant ADA compliance project is on schedule as progress is
moving along smoothly. This week, wall framing for two security doors
on the 3rd floor were installed, fire sprinkler piping was demolished to
prepare for sprinkler relocation, and additional electrical sawcut work
was completed.
The Permit Center is temporarily relocated to the 3rd Floor of City Hall during construction and
information regarding interim Permit Center accommodations are available on the City’s website.
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Emergency Operations Center Training for City Staff
This week, as part of on-going emergency & disaster preparedness efforts city staff from Belmont,
Foster City & San Mateo attended training on setting up and working in their respective Emergency
Operations Centers (EOCs). Staff
were presented with updates to
keep them abreast of current
practices relating to how the cities
will operate in the event of both
small and large-scale emergencies.
This combined training is the first in
an on-going series of trainings that
will be provided to staff in all three
cities, under the newly forming
consolidated fire department.

Belmont Fire Personnel Deployed to Wildfire in Northern California
On Thursday, July 26th, Belmont firefighters were deployed as part of two San
Mateo County Strike Teams to the Carr Fire (Redding) in Shasta County. In
addition to Belmont, fire personnel from San Mateo, Foster City, San Bruno,
South San Francisco, Central County (Burlingame, Hillsborough & Millbrae),
Redwood City, Menlo Park and Woodside responded. The Carr fire started on
July 23rd and as of July 27th has burned over 44,000 acres, destroyed 65
structures
and
is
threatening another 4,978, and in only 3%
contained. Deployment of these Strike Teams,
each of which consists of five engines and a
Battalion Chief, shows the true value of having a
statewide mutual aid system in California.
The Fire Department wants to remind residents
of the importance of maintaining an area of 30’100’ of defensible space around your property by
cutting back grass, shrubs and trees around
structures.
For more information on mitigating wildfire threat click here.
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Community Emergency Notifications – Sign Up!
When there is an emergency or other event of community concern, there can never
be too many modes of communicating critical information to our residents. Keeping
this in mind, City officials are encouraging residents to sign up to receive emergency
alert messages by registering on the following social media platforms:
Belmont Police Department Twitter The Belmont Police Department posts crime
alerts, news, information, and emergency notifications on their Twitter page. You
can view these tweets with or without a Twitter account. You can receive tweets
via SMS texts to your mobile device by following @belmontcapolice and enabling text alerts
within your account settings. If you choose not to create a Twitter account, you can still
receive text alerts on your mobile device by texting "follow belmontcapolice" to the number
40404. Typically, information on Twitter is intended for people both inside and outside
Belmont. https://twitter.com/belmontcapolice
Belmont Nextdoor Nextdoor is an interactive online neighborhood community
for Belmont residents. Sign up based on the neighborhood where you live. The
City and City Departments have the ability to post on Nextdoor to one, several or
all neighborhoods as needed. Typically, City posts on Nextdoor are for residents and
businesses in Belmont. https://nextdoor.com/login/
San Mateo County (SMC) Alert SMC Alert is a free, county-wide alert notification
system operated by the San Mateo County Office of Emergency Services and is
used to immediately contact you during urgent or emergency situations. Select
the group "Belmont" and/or any town in the county. You can receive updates via email or
text messages. Typically, alerts posted on SMC Alert are of a more serious or urgent nature.
General information would be posted on one or more of the other social media platforms.
http://hsd.smcsheriff.com/smcalert
Belmont Creek Gauge Monitor Belmont Creek runs from Water Dog Lake in
western Belmont to the SF Bay and is part of Belmont's storm water management
system. A creek level monitor is located at Harbor Blvd & Old County Rd. The
National Weather Service and City staff receive data from this monitor and are alerted when
the creek level is approaching possible flooding conditions. Creek levels and other data are
provided
for
information
purposes
only.
https://water.weather.gov/ahps2/hydrograph.php?wfo=mtr&gage=ocrc1&refresh=true
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City Launches New Informational Websites
New Transient Occupancy Tax (TOT) Measure Webpage
The City has created an informational webpage for the Hotel Room Tax measure that will be on the
General Municipal Election ballot on November 6, 2018. For more information on the measure,
please visit www.belmont.gov/totmeasure or click the graphic below:

On June 26, 2018, the City Council adopted a resolution calling a municipal election on a measure
to increase the City’s transient occupancy tax (TOT) rate from 10% of the rent charged by the
operator to 12% of the rent paid by the hotel guest. The measure is set to be on the November 6,
2018 General Municipal Election ballot.
The City’s TOT, or Hotel Room Tax, was last changed in 1978 and does not apply to the markup
charged by on-line platforms such as Airbnb. The proposed measure will change the TOT to apply
to the markup charged by on-line platforms and bring the City’s TOT rate to 12%, which is the rate
currently charged by most other cities with a TOT in San Mateo County. The proposed measure is
expected to bring in an additional $560,000 in unrestricted general city revenues annually. The
revenue would be administered by the City and used exclusively for city needs such as fixing
potholes in city streets, repairing sidewalks, maintaining city police patrols and crime prevention,
emergency response, maintaining parks, open space and sports fields. The State could not take any
of the revenue from the City. The measure is approved if it receives at least a simple majority of
votes (fifty percent plus one) at the November 6, 2018 General Municipal Election.
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New Street Pavement Website
In an effort to improve information about the City’s pavement program and projects in the coming
years, the City is launching the new Belmont Pavement Website. This site will be a location where
you’ll be able get information about all things related to pavement in one convenient location. We
look forward to keeping the community informed about our work as we improve the City’s aging
infrastructure! Here’s a link to the site:
www.belmont.gov/BelmontPavement

By way of background, the City is responsible for the operation, repair and maintenance of
approximately 70 centerline miles (140 travel lane miles) of streets with a pavement replacement
value of over $227 million in present day (2018) dollars.
In November 2016, Belmont voters approved the Belmont Streets and City
Services Measure (Measure I), a half-cent general tax that will generate
approximately $1.3 M annually for local infrastructure. The City Council has
allocated $1.0 M per year towards street pavement beginning with Fiscal Year
2018.
Furthermore, on April 28, 2017, the Governor signed Senate Bill (SB) 1, which is funded by the
newly established Road Maintenance and Rehabilitation Account (RMRA), which
receives four sources of new revenue to address basic road maintenance,
rehabilitation and critical safety needs on both the state highways and local
streets and road system. RMRA sources of funds are increases to the per gallon,
fuel excise taxes; diesel fuel sales taxes, and vehicle registration fees; and it
provides for inflationary adjustments to tax rates in future years. The City
anticipates receiving $160 K in Fiscal Year 2018 and approximately $600K-700K
in future years as a result of this funding.
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4th Annual Mayor/City Manager Carlmont Internship Luncheon
This summer marks the fourth year of the City of Belmont and Carlmont High's Internship Program,
where students work to help them learn about local government. The program lasts for six weeks
in various departments at City Hall. Mayor Douglas Kim and City Manager Greg Scoles joined
Carlmont interns to celebrate the occasion at a luncheon to discuss the experiences and skills
gained during their internship. Over falafels and ice cream cake came conversations about
workplace diversity, new appreciation for governmental work, and the benefits of a public sector
career. While this year’s interns end their time at City Hall, the program will continue onto its fifth
year, leaving new spots open to teach the local younger generation once again. To help with meals
and transportation expenses, interns who fulfill their required number of hours are provided a
stipend.
Thank you to all the interns who spent part of their summer learning about their local government
here in Belmont!
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City Council Nomination Period Now Open
The four-week nomination period for the City Council election on
November 6, 2018, opened on Monday, July 16th. The nomination
period runs four weeks, until the close of business on Friday, August
10th. The nomination period is extended by five calendar days (to August
15th) if any incumbent does not file. This extended period is then only
open for non-incumbents. There are three Council seats to be
determined, those held by Charles Stone, Warren Lieberman, and Julia
Mates, all of whom are eligible to run again since Belmont does not have term limits. Belmont
voters who are interested in seeking a seat on the City Council should contact the City Clerk’s office
to make an appointment to pick up nomination papers. They must be obtained in person, they
cannot be mailed. For more information contact the City Clerk’s office at cclerk@belmont.gov, or
by calling (650) 595-7413.
The City Council also placed three local measures on the November ballot – to determine whether
the City Clerk and/or City Treasurer positions should be appointive rather than elected, and a
potential increase in the hotel tax (transient occupancy tax) from 10 to 12 percent.
More information on all of these matters can be found at:
https://www.belmont.gov/city-hall/city-government/election-information

Make Sure Your Pets are Safe
Get your pets licensed and vaccinated against rabies.
Licensing is the foremost way to ensure your pet makes it home.
Of course, getting your pet microchipped is another form of
effective identification, however if your pet ends up at a
neighbor’s house, school or local park and can’t be identified, he
or she make be taken to the animal shelter. A resident can call the
number on the tag and will receive your vital information to return
your dog home to you.
•
•
•

In San Mateo County IT’S THE LAW that all dogs over four months must be licensed and in
Belmont cats must also be Licensed.
Visit petdata.com to license your pet today or find other ways to license at
smchealth.org/AnimalLicensing.
Rabies vaccinations are available from your veterinarian or visit smchealth.org/rabies for a list
of low-cost vaccination clinics. You must provide proof of vaccination to get a license.

You’d do anything for your pet, so make sure they make it home safely—license them today at
petdata.com.
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National Night Out
National Night Out is an annual community-building campaign that promotes police-community
partnerships and neighborhood camaraderie to make our neighborhoods safer, more caring places
to live. National Night Out enhances the relationship between neighbors and law enforcement
while bringing back a true sense of community. Furthermore, it provides a great opportunity to
bring police and neighbors together under positive circumstances.
This is Belmont’s 7th year of participation in National Night Out. We have grown from just a few
events to 14 locations this year! Below is a flyer outlining the locations, and a link to an interactive
map. You are welcome to visit any one of these locations to reconnect with old neighbors and
perhaps meet new ones. Public safety, crime statistics and other information will be provided, and
visits will be made to each location by police and fire staff. You might even be lucky to be greeted
by our K9 unit, who will be on duty that evening!
Here is a link to handy mapping app to help you find and navigate to the nearest Belmont National Night
Out locations: www.belmont.gov/NNO2018Map
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Home Values Continue to Rise in Belmont
The second quarter home sales results are in and Belmont continue to see rising home sales
values with the median price in Belmont coming in at just over $1.8M. While the average sales
price dipped to just under $1.8M, the volume was consistent with previous years.

THE CITY OF BELMONT
SALES VALUE HISTORY

Detached Single Family Residential Full Value Sales (01/01/2016 - 6/30/2018)
Year
2016 Q1
2016 Q2
2016 Q3
2016 Q4
2017 Q1
2017 Q2
2017 Q3
2017 Q4
2018 Q1
2018 Q2

Full Value Sales

Average Price

Median Price

29
52
42
45
28
52
57
61
38
59

$1,393,534
$1,490,779
$1,495,967
$1,528,213
$1,645,018
$1,619,144
$1,653,002
$1,716,672
$1,853,368
$1,780,471

$1,425,000
$1,476,500
$1,425,000
$1,500,000
$1,615,000
$1,642,500
$1,610,000
$1,660,000
$1,792,500
$1,810,000

Median % Change
3.61%
-3.49%
5.26%
7.67%
1.70%
-1.98%
3.11%
7.98%
0.98%

*Sales not included in the analysis are quitclaim deeds, trust transfers, timeshares, and partial sales.
Data Source: San Mateo County Recorder
Prepared on 7/26/2018 By NEC
This report is not to be used in support of debt issuance or continuing disclosure statements without the
written consent of HdL, Coren & Cone

Back to Top

City Manager’s Weekly Update

July 27, 2018

Parks

#TwinpinesparkBelmont

Twin Pines Master Plan Project Is Officially Underway!
Why does the City need a Master Plan for Twin Pines Park?
The park’s unique combination of recreation, rental, community-building, arts, historical, and
natural assets can be better leveraged once a master plan is in place. This plan will also address
circulation and accessibility challenges. A consultant, Gates + Associates, has been engaged to
prepare public outreach and engagement events to assess the community’s vision for the park and
will prepare conceptual designs outlining the park’s future improvements. The master plan will be
presented to the Parks & Recreation Commission and City Council.
How will the Community be involved in the planning process?
In conjunction with Gates + Associates, the Parks & Recreation Department will host 'pop-up'
booths at upcoming events in the park. At the booth, community members of all ages can provide
valuable input towards this effort. There are currently 4 pop-up events scheduled.
The website: www.Belmont.gov/twinpinesmp will provide updates on our community
engagement events and opportunities to submit input online.
Stop by our pop-up booths:
• July 29 - Concert in the Park, 1pm-4pm
• September 7 - Movie Night, 6:30-8pm
• October 13 - Belmont Water Dog Run, 9am-11am
• October 14 -Save the Music, 1pm-4pm
Why Should you Participate?
It’s an opportunity to share ideas about the future of our beautiful park!
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Parks

Parks staff were busy detectives this week. Irrigation system repairs were made at several locations
including the Sports Complex, Barrett Community Center and Ralston Field. At the Sports Complex,
a defective shutoff valve sprung a leak, causing a slow but constant leak that was saturating the
sports turf. Staff uses a variety of techniques to trace water leaks and quickly discovered the
location of the leak. At Barrett Community Center, another small water leak was discovered. In
this instance, the water leak was affecting the overall water pressure to the irrigation zone, causing
uneven watering. Staff repaired the break and used the opportunity while onsite to upgrade the
sprinklers through the entire zone, allowing for more efficient watering and better overall
coverage.
Seasonal field maintenance is underway at all sports field
sites. This multi-step process begins with aerovation of the
sports turf. Aerovation allows for better water absorption and
helps to oxygenate the turf root zone, while reducing
compaction. The aerovator attaches to the John Deere tractor
so that large areas can be treated in an efficient
manner. Where gopher runs have caused uneven surfaces, the
ruts are filled with soil and then seeded and smoothed with the
roller. The sports fields will then be seeded and fertilized and
ready for Fall sports play!

Landscape maintenance was conducted throughout Twin
Pines and Belameda Park. Shrubs and trees were pruned
back from the buildings and landscape beds. The Wisteria
vines were trimmed back from the building and walkways
at the Library.
Building maintenance installed a new dance floor at Barrett Community Center. The new dance
floor is a nice upgrade for the Heartbeat Dance Academy. Heartbeat Dance Academy class
schedules are available in the Parks and Recreation Fall Activity Guide.
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Recreation

#exploreBelmont

Fall Activity Guide Sneak Peek!

The Parks & Recreation Fall Activity Guide will be
in your mailbox any day now! Registration
begins August 1 for classes and events through
December. Need an extra copy? Stop by the
Park & Rec office in Twin Pines Park or check our
website early next week.

Twin Pines Senior & Community Center

The Twin Pines Senior & Community Center offers a
free Blood Pressure check from 8:30-10am every
3rd Tuesday of the month. On certain Wednesdays
the Center also holds a free Blood Glucose Screening
from 8:30-10am. These clinics are sponsored by
Sequoia Hospital Health District and staffed by an
experienced RN. The latest Blood Glucose Screening
had 15 participants. These free screenings are open
to both City staff and the public.

We’re #1! Agents of Discovery Game Extended to August 7th
Thanks to all those who explored our parks and played Agents of Discovery. The City of Belmont
currently has the most game participants in all of California. The game has been extended to
August 7th, so keep completing those missions!
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Teen Zone

The Teen Zone was busy this week! First, the group cooled off with a water balloon toss, followed
by a head to head Skittles relay, played Life (a board game classic), made multi colored earrings
and lots more. Teens refueled with a healthy snack of cheese quesadillas, cranberry punch, Fuji
apple slices and chips.

Camp Soar

Camp SOAR is nearing the finish line. Before we officially wrap up camp, there are still 2 exciting
weeks left! Campers will be enjoying the appearances from special guests Mad Science and Jungle
James Reptile Man! Field trips will lead the Hawks to Ryder Park and Eagles to Shoreline Lake for
week 7, with both camps splashing around at Aqua Adventure for the final week of camp! Space is
very limited, so be sure to enroll early next summer! And don’t forget about our Counselor in
Training (CIT) program, open to students in grades 8 - 12 who want to gain leadership and job skills!
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Recreation - Summer Swim Lessons:
“The summer aquatics program has wrapped up the final session of swim lessons for the season.
There were 358 enrollments in the two sessions of swim lessons offered this summer. The prebeginners learned valuable water safety skills, while the older age groups learned proper swim
techniques and stroke mechanics. The program is designed to enable young children to become
comfortable and safe, in and around the water, while developing necessary swimming skills as they
progress through the advanced levels. Hopefully, this will lead to incorporating swimming as a
lifelong activity, and experiencing the real health and wellness benefits it provides. The lap swim
and community swim programs have only one week remaining this summer (July 30-August 3)”.
Take a plunge!
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Public Works News/Updates
Traffic Advisories and Project Schedules:
Ralston Avenue & Tahoe Drive Roadway and Traffic Signal Improvements
The contractor (Interstate Grading & Paving) will continue to finish constructing the wall and install the
wall drainage and backfill behind the wall, install irrigation line for center median, demolition for
sidewalk, curb ramps, and possibly pour concrete for the exit valley gutter and curb ramps at the exit
of the school. Lane closures are expected along Ralston Avenue between 9am-3pm, and traffic will still
be affected at the Tahoe Drive intersection as well.
Ralston Avenue & South Road Intersection Project
The contractor will continue to install conduit for the traffic signals, work on the sidewalk
improvements on the northwest corner of the intersection and along the north side of Ralston Avenue,
and form up the curb ramp at South Road. Lane closures are expected on Ralston Avenue between
9am-3pm. Shoulder work is permitted between 8am-5pm.
Ralston Avenue Sewer Rehabilitation Project Phase II
Chula Vista Drive at Ralston Avenue:
The contractor will start work on Chula Vista Drive at Ralston Avenue potholing and preparing to install
the new 8” sewer main. Some work will be on Ralston Avenue and traffic control will be in place. Lane
closures on Ralston only permitted 9am-3pm. Lane closures on Chula Vista Drive is 8am-5pm.
Belmont Sewer and Water Rehabilitation Project
Davey Glen Road:
Contractor will begin pipe bursting the new sewer main, connect laterals, and perform manhole
repairs. Davey Glen Road will be closed to through traffic at El Camino Real and Middle Road from
8am to 5pm Monday through Friday. Flaggers will be used for mobilization assistance.
Villa Avenue (Easement):
Contractor will be doing restoration work in the easement from the pipe bursting of the sewer main
and finishing up work from previous week. Belburn Drive will be closed to through traffic between
Academy Avenue and Villa Avenue starting Monday, July 23, 2018 from 8am – 5pm. Flaggers will be
used for mobilization assistance.
Belburn:
Contractor will be excavating and installing the new 8” water main and service connections. This will
also include hydrotesting, chlorination, and service transfers. Belburn Drive will be closed to through
traffic from Academy Avenue to Villa Avenue starting Monday, July 23, 2018 from 8am – 5pm. Flaggers
will be used for mobilization assistance.
Francis Court:
Contractor will begin to excavate and install 8” sewer main and lateral connections. Road will be
closed to through traffic 8am-5pm. Flaggers will be used for mobilization assistance.
Ralston Avenue Retaining Wall Repair Project
Contractor will be continuing to drill for the soldier piles for the wall repair up at Ralston Avenue at
Pullman Ave. #2 lane closure expected all week between 9am-3pm with traffic control in place.
Avenue at Pullman Ave. #2 lane closure expected all week between 9am-3pm with traffic control in
place.
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Final Summer Concerts in the Park -Sunday July 29th
The final concert of the annual Summer Concerts in Twin Pines Park series presented by the
Belmont Park Boosters, is this Sunday, July 29th. This is a great family community event, and the
best part is….it’s FREE!
Seating is on the lawn, and concessions are available for purchase. Proceeds from the sale of
concessions and pass the hat have contributed to well in excess of $100,000 in contributions to the
City of Belmont for various park improvements over the years. The Park Boosters is grateful to the
local business entities who have underwritten all but one of the concerts. Thank you to all who
joined us in the past few weeks and We hope to see one last time this summer!
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Upcoming Event
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Other Agency Reports
July 24, 2018
Media Contact: Tasha Bartholomew, 650-508-7927
San Mateo County Board of Supervisors Approves Final Congestion Relief Plan
Today, the San Mateo County Board of Supervisors unanimously approved placing a measure on
the November 2018 ballot that would invest approximately $2.4 billion from a new half-cent sales
tax in a plan designed to relieve traffic congestion in San Mateo County.
Earlier this month, the San Mateo County Transit District Board of Directors took formal action to
approve an ordinance finalizing the San Mateo County Congestion Relief Plan, and to adopt a
resolution requesting the County Board of Supervisors concur with its decision by placing the new
tax on the ballot for voter approval later this year. Today’s vote officially moves the Plan forward.
“San Mateo County residents are tired of the transportation gridlock in our region,” said Dave Pine,
President of the County Board of Supervisors and also a member of the District’s Board of Directors.
“If this funding measure is successful, our county will be able to invest in a wide variety of
transportation solutions that will reduce traffic congestion and provide a diversity of transit options
for residents and visitors alike.”
The Plan reflects priorities identified through nine months of extensive outreach to communities
throughout the County. Feedback from tens-of-thousands of County residents was used to develop
a Plan with five investment categories, eleven core principles, and an independent oversight
process to ensure that revenues are invested in accordance with the Plan.
The Get Us Moving San Mateo County community engagement initiative was led by the San Mateo
County Transit District and the San Mateo County Board of Supervisors to develop a communitydriven solution to improve mobility, reduce traffic and address complex transportation issues in
our county. Since last year, Get Us Moving representatives have received feedback from more than
16,000 San Mateo County residents and have reached hundreds-of-thousands more through direct
mail, online surveys, social media, town halls and more than 100 presentations to city councils,
businesses, and community groups.
Get Us Moving was launched following legislation authored by Assemblymember Kevin Mullin, DSouth San Francisco, that allows the Transit District Board of Directors and the County Board of
Supervisors to ask voters to create new revenues for investment in transportation solutions.
###

About the San Mateo County Transit District: The San Mateo County Transit District operates 71 SamTrans routes throughout
San Mateo County. Funded in part by a half-cent sales tax, the San Mateo County Transit District also provides administrative
support for Caltrain and the San Mateo County Transportation Authority. The San Mateo County Transit District has provided
bus service to San Mateo County customers since 1976. Like us on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/samtrans or and follow
us on Twitter @SamTrans.
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Community Calendars

For all Parks and Rec activities click here Parks and Recreation

Teen Zone

Belmont Library
For all events and activities at the library log on to: https://smcl.org/
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