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FINAL Minutes of the Planning Commission Meeting of Tuesday March 7, 2017 
Council Chambers, One Twin Pines Lane, Belmont, CA 
 
ROLL CALL 7:00 P.M. 
Present: Mates, Hendrix, Goldfarb, Meola  
Absent: McCune, Simpson and Majeski  
 
COMMUNITY FORUM:  
 
MARY RIDGE, Belmont resident addressed the Commission with an issue with Proposition 13 
and not being able to do renovations to her home.  
 
COMMISSIONER ANNOUNCEMENTS / AGENDA AMENDMENTS:  
 
Chair Mates welcomed new Commissioners Kathryn Meola and Justin Hendrix. 
Chair Mates was the liaison at the last City Council meeting and she stated that the City Council 
approved the Mary Moppet project with Commission recommendations. 
 
Selection of Chair and Vice Chair was postponed until March 21, 2017. 
 
Consent Calendar:  
 
The Draft Meeting minutes for January 1, 2017 were moved to the March 21, 2017 meeting. 
 
STUDY SESSION 
 
Review of Draft Belmont Village Zoning (BVZ) as an appendix to the Belmont Village 
Specific Plan (BVSP). 
 
CDD deMelo stated that this is Study Session; no specific action is required. CDD deMelo stated 
that Dyett & Bhatia provided a redline and clean version of the Draft Belmont Village Zoning 
along with a memorandum which summarizes the modifications.  
 
Sophie Martin, Dyett & Bhatia discussed some of the changes made since Planning 
Commission review of the first draft in December 2016. The changes reflect the comments 
received from the Planning Commission, the City, the public and legal review.   
 
Chair Mates opened the Public Hearing. 
 
Sarah Feldman, stated that the inclusion of the word “ice rink” is substantial and indicative of 
the skating tone of Belmont. She would like to see the term operating ice rink in the updated 
Zoning language and have vague phrasing removed from Sections 31.2.3 under Commercial 
Zoning and Section 31.3.1 item 2.  
 
Jeff Crandell, Belmont resident, stated that a year after the Belmont ice rink closed, the skating 
community is starting to see the impact. He stated that the Peninsula does not have facilities that 
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include swimming, work out facilities, rehabilitation facilities for seniors or concert facilities, 
and this is something Belmont should develop. Belmont has good restaurants and good schools, 
but this could be an opportunity to make Belmont a family destination for everyone. 
 
Billy Kheir, stated that he would like to see an operating ice rink in the Belmont Village Plan.  
 
Rick Saletia, stated that when the Belmont Ice Rink was open, he spent approximately $1,000 a 
month in Belmont, but that money has left the community since the rink closed. He would like to 
see additional ice rinks in the county.   
 
Diane Bailey, Belmont resident stated she is happy that the Commission is working so hard to 
revitalize the downtown. She wishes there were more options in Belmont to bike or walk to 
safely.  She supports and likes the vision being presented, the cohesive feel of the downtown, the 
mixed use, and elevating the building heights would contribute to the vibrancy.  
 
Shirley Chan, Belmont resident, stated that she now has to commute to take her daughters ice 
skating.  She stated that she would like to see the Commission do everything they can to keep 
this unique facility in Belmont.  
 
Chair Mates closed the Public Hearing. 
 
Commission discussion ensued regarding permitted and public uses. The City is not sure what 
opportunities might come up, so the City should not close the door on any public recreational 
possibilities. Sophie Martin stated that there are only a couple of parcels designated for public use 
and one of them is City Hall; the Belmont Village Specific Plan is a long-term plan and it is 
certainly possible that the City might consider doing something else public property.  
 
Discussion ensued regarding the Belmont Ice Rink. Community Development Director stated that 
the property has been purchased by a private developer. The developer is tracking how this process 
concludes in terms of zoning and rules, and they are considering a project at that location but have 
not shared with the City what type of project.  
 
OTHER BUSINESS /UPDATES 
 
Staff briefed the Commission on a future Study Session with Council to go over Proposition 64, 
which is the adult use of marijuana act.  A PG&E Study Session along with the gas line project is 
also scheduled. 
 
Commissioners asked when the Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU) would be before them again. 
CDD deMelo stated that the City of Belmont will need to defer and comply with the State 
ordinance. The City will have very little discretion in terms of its own ordinance to address the 
issue. The Council recently discussed the State regulations and staff will bring a draft ordinance 
to the Commission in April. CDD deMelo stated that the state has a goal of creating additional 
affordable housing opportunities and ADU’s create that opportunity.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
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                                                                                                                     Prepared by, 
                                                                             Irma Hernandez 

Temporary Administrative Assistant 
 

                                                              Approved by,  
                                                                Carlos deMelo 

                                                                                                Community Development Director 
 

Meeting televised and web streamed. 

 

 


