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Ralston Avenue - PG&E Pipeline Project Update
PG&E will be Performing Pavement Restoration Work along Ralston Avenue from Alameda de
las Pulgas to East of Davis Drive Between Oct. 30th & Nov. 10th
PG&E is nearing completion of their work on Ralston Avenue. The next phase of the project
includes restoration of the project site which includes paving and restriping of the road. PG&E’s
contractor will be repaving the westbound lanes on Ralston Ave between Alameda de Las
Pulgas to east of Davis Drive; Cipriani Avenue between Ralston Ave. and Prindle Road; and
Cornet Blvd north of Ralston Ave.
Uneven road surfaces will exist at times. Bicyclists and drivers should use caution during the
construction period. Alternate routes are suggested.
The first phase will occur between Monday, October 30th and Wednesday, November 1st, from
8:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., and will include grinding of the existing pavement, intersection and side
Street conform paving and isolated patching.
The second phase will begin on Wednesday, Nov 1st and continue through the weekend to
Tuesday, November 7th, from 8:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., and includes applying a final asphalt
overlay.
The final phase which includes final lane striping and cleanup will occur between Wednesday,
November 15th and Saturday, December 2nd.
The schedule is subject to change due to equipment and weather conditions. Due to the nature
of work, long delays are anticipated and alternate routes or carpooling are suggested.
*********

On Tuesday October 24th, the Belmont City Council held a public hearing to review the City’s
Draft:
 2035 General Plan (GP) Update and EIR
 Phase 1 Zoning for the GP Update
 Climate Action Plan (CAP)
After public comments and at the conclusion of Council discussion of the projects, the Council
certified the Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) for the project and directed preparation
of final version policy documents for adoption at the November 14th Council meeting. The
Council will also be review the City’s Belmont Village Specific Plan (BVSP) and Belmont Village
Zoning (BVZ) at this meeting (see below).
Back to Top
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Belmont Village Specific Plan & Zoning – City Council Hearing
On Tuesday October 17, 2017, City staff and the Consultant team conducted an Open House and
the Belmont Planning Commission held a public hearing to review the City’s:



Belmont Village Specific Plan (BVSP)
Belmont Village Zoning (BVZ)

After public comments and at the conclusion of Planning Commission discussion of the project,
the Commission recommended City Council adoption of these two policy documents; the
BVSP/BVZ is next scheduled for City Council public hearing review at the November 14th Council
meeting. The BVSP/BVZ can be viewed at the project website:
Belmont Village Specific Plan & Zoning
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OTHER RESOURCES FOR VOLUNTEERING AND DONATIONS:
DONATE
The Press Democrat, Petaluma Argus-Courier and Sonoma Index-Tribune have partnered with
Redwood Credit Union, Sen. Mike McGuire and business leaders to raise funds to directly help
fire victims. Every dollar will go directly to victims.
Donate at www.redwoodcu.org/northbayfirerelief.
GoFundMe has created a California Fire Relief Page. A variety of campaigns are listed.
Humane Society of Sonoma County: sonomahumane.org,
Humane Society of Napa County: napahumane.org,
FOOD DONATIONS
You can donate to food pantries, please check their website for an updated list of needs.
Food pantries of Napa County
Food pantries of Sonoma County
The Redwood Empire Food Bank in Santa Rosa
VOLUNTEER
Red Cross has a sign-in sheet here for Sonoma County, or call 707-573-3399
The Sonoma County Office of Emergency Services call 707-565-3856
The Center for Volunteer and Nonprofit Leadership you can register on their website
at https://cvnl.org.
Back to Top
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Please join in honoring our Veteran’s
Belmont Veteran’s Memorial Dedication
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Parks and Recreation
Recreation
Youth & Teens

The Youth Advisory Committee had their first
meeting of the new school year last week at the
Barrett Community Center. The teens were actively
engaged in discussions pertaining to the
improvements they would like to see in Belmont. In
addition, the YAC discussed the needs of middle
school and high school students that they have
encountered. The Committee is made up of 14
members ranging from 6th-12th grade, 2 Park and
Recreation Youth Commission liaisons; Andres
Raddavero and Talia Fine, and 2 City Council
liaisons; Doug Kim and Davina Hurt. The YAC meets
every other Thursday to discuss community related
items to give Belmont a teen perspective on matters
facing the city.

Adults
Certified teacher Rosemary leads the popular Rosen Method Movement class. Some might
recognize Rosemary, as she was a previous member of the City of Belmont’s Public Works
department. After retirement, Rosemary
decided to volunteer her time in teaching a
FREE class that helps older adults stay
mobile, and hence improve their cognitive
skills and maintain their independence.
Adaptable for different skill levels, these
exercises are great for people with walkers,
canes, or just want to maintain proper
coordination. The Parks & Recreation
Department works hard to provide older
adults with a multitude of free programs that
help stimulate their health, their social lives,
intellectual pursuits, or creativity.
Back to Top

City Manager’s Weekly Update

October 27, 2017

Parks
Several significant repairs were made at the Sports Complex this week. A water main leak was
discovered on the North Field. Once the leak was found, the faulty pipe coupling was
removed. Over time, the glue holding the coupling to the pipe had decayed, causing a leak. New
components were installed and the field quickly dried out. Another water leak was discovered
along the pedestrian/bicycle path on North Field. This repair required the removal of asphalt to
access the broken pipe. The pipe was repaired and new asphalt was laid down, restoring the
path.
Multiple irrigation repairs were made on the Ralston Avenue
and El Camino Real medians. Along these heavily used
corridors, vehicles sometimes end up on the medians,
snapping sprinklers and irrigation pipes. When the sprinklers
are damaged, it affects the pressure and proper water
coverage, and also wastes water. Staff made the repairs and
the systems are now working properly.
At Twin Pines Park, signage
was replaced behind the
Manor Building and along
the path near the Buckeye
Picnic Area.

Events
The Craft Group is already working on preparations
for the Holiday Craft Faire coming up in November.
Each year they represent the Twin Pines Senior &
Community Center with two booths which showcase
the creativity of their knitters, crocheters, jewelry
makers, and more. Most of their projects are done
throughout the year, and culminate with the Holiday
Craft Faire. All proceeds from the work done by these
volunteers go to the Senior Fund.
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City Kick’s Off Adopt-A-Drain Pilot Program

Take part to help keep our waterways clean.
All storm drains in Belmont go directly to Belmont Creek and into San Francisco Bay. In
order to keep them flowing properly and to minimize localized flooding during rain events,
protecting our waterway and keeping them clear is key to water pollution prevention and
flooding prevention.
A clean community is a happy community.
The City has a comprehensive preventative maintenance program to inspect, monitor and
maintain 1,400 of our storm drain inlets throughout the city. Regular scheduled street
sweeping are in place, with enhanced sweeping during winter months. “No DumpingFlows to Bay” storm drain placards are installed on every storm drain. The Belmont Public
Works Department also installed trash capture devices in 69 storm drains where litter
activities have been an issue.
When leaves, litter and other harmful waste enter the storm drain, not only cause backups,
but it is unsightly in our own neighborhoods. Not to mention, litter and other pollutants
can harm wildlife, fish, and the environment.
The City of Belmont started the Adopt-A-Drain Pilot Program for residents to take part in
being proactive in their neighborhood.
What is Adopt-A-Drain?
Any resident can adopt a drain in their neighborhood; just fill out the online form and
select an address location of the storm drain from the Adopt-A-Drain map that you would
like to adopt. Once you have adopted a drain, be committed to keeping the top of the grate
clear of leaves and trash. Report illegal dumping and drainage, and any backups that are
coming from below the grate or if the inlet below the grate has trash. City crews will come
out clear any blockage.
Once you have signed up, you or your family will be recognized on our Adopt-A-Drain page
and receive an Adopt-A-Drain starter kit.
For more information visit the Adopt-A-Drain website at:
http://www.belmont.gov/adoptadrain
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Public Works Highlights
Higher than normal flows for Belmont Creek possible on
Wednesday, November 1st and Thursday, November 2nd
The Public Works Maintenance Staff will open the gates at Water Dog Lake spillway on
Wednesday, November 1st. The Department of Water Resources Division of Dams requires the
spillway gates to remain in the fully-open position through April 1st. Water releases allow the
rain water to be released in a measured way due to rain events, and are necessary during the
rainy season to reduce possible flooding from the lake. Residents may notice higher than normal
water levels in Belmont Creek during the first 24-hours once the gate is open.
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For the latest Traffic Advisories in
Belmont, click here
Back to Top
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The Old County Road Utility Undergrounding District Project
Project Update (10-27-17)
PG&E will continue trenching work on Masonic Way until October
31st and will move on to Waltermire Street beginning November 1st.
Masonic Way and Waltermire Street will be reduced to one lane of
traffic with respect to the work schedule. Traffic control will be in
place and flaggers will be onsite.
Project background and details
Over the past several years, City staff has worked with the
community and City Council to develop the Old County Road Utility
Underground project, with the goal of creating an aesthetic and safe
corridor in this part of downtown by undergrounding of existing
overhead utilities.
The construction of the project is scheduled to begin September 1st and continue through June
2018.
There are four main phases of construction:
 Trenching involves digging a trench within the travel lanes through the extent of the project
limits and in each individual property to place conduits that will eventually house the new
underground lines. Panel conversion requires the program contractor to prepare each
electric meter panel to accept the new underground service.
 Cabling and placement of equipment involves running utility lines through the newly placed
underground conduits. Once cabling is complete, the new underground system will be
energized for use.
 Cutover involves taking residents off the old overhead system and converting them to the
new underground system.
 Removal involves taking down the overhead lines and utility poles. This portion of work
happens at the end of construction
The project includes undergrounding of overhead utilities within limits of both the City of Belmont
and County of San Mateo. The estimated construction cost within the City’s limit is approximately
$2.6 million. To date the credit allocated to the City is $3.6 million.
o Project Limits: Along Old County Road from Masonic Way to Harbor Boulevard;
along Masonic Way from Ralston Avenue to Granada Street.
o Funding Sources: Rule 20A Funds, City Funds
o Funding Amount: Rule 20A Undergrounding Project within City limit is $2.6 million;
City funded Street Lighting Project is $300,000
o Construction Date: September 01, 2017 through June 2018
PG&E recently sent notices to property owners within the work limits to inform them of the
upcoming work and is posted below for your reference.
For questions regarding the PG&E work, please contact PG&E Customer Outreach Specialist Butch
Harris at 408-282-7517, or electricreliability@pge.com
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Other Agency Reports:
For Immediate Release
For Further Information:
Faustina Mututa, RethinkWaste
Phone: 650‐802‐3506
Email: fmututa@rethinkwaste.org

RETHINKWASTE ANNOUNCES 2017 AMERICA RECYCLES DAY POSTER CONTEST
Contest Open to All 3rd through 5th Grade Students in Service Area*

SAN CARLOS, CA – October 23, 2017 – RethinkWaste is calling on all 3rd through 5th grade
students in its service area to show off their artistic talents in the Agency’s fourth annual America
Recycles Day Poster Contest. The theme of the contest is “Rethink Waste – Reuse World!” This
means you are actively choosing to live a lifestyle of reusing wherever possible. The winning
artwork will be prominently displayed and used on various RethinkWaste public education and
outreach materials in 2018.
“It’s always exciting to see what students come up with” said Faustina Mututa, RethinkWaste
Environmental Education Programs Manager. “Their creativity, enthusiasm, and know‐how at
such a young age is motivating. Students who like to draw and color, get on it! This is a fun and
artistic way to show the community how to practice reuse in their everyday lives.”
The posters must be 8.5 x 14 inches (legal size) and any medium can be used, including paint,
markers, crayons, colored pencils. Bright, rich colors are encouraged. Only one entry per student
will be accepted and posters must include original artwork only.
The posters must be submitted by 5 pm on Monday, November 6, 2017 to RethinkWaste at
610 Elm Street, Suite 202 (second floor of the San Carlos Library) in San Carlos. A total of three
winning posters that best meet the criteria will be chosen out of all of the entries and winners
will be notified by November 9, 2017 and recognized at this year's America Recycles Day event
at the Shoreway Environmental Center on November 18, 2017†. For
complete poster contest rules and entry form, please visit www.RethinkWaste.org/shoreway‐
facility/postercontest.
The winners will have their posters displayed in a variety of locations that could include; on a
Recology collection vehicle in their city, at RethinkWaste’s Shoreway Environmental Center in
San Carlos, or used in RethinkWaste’s educational materials. Additionally, winners will receive
the following:
1st Place ‐ $100 gift card
2nd Place ‐ $50 gift card
3rd Place ‐ $25 gift card
America Recycles Day
America Recycles Day is a nationally recognized day of recycling awareness on November 15th
every year. Many communities hold local events to educate the public on the environmental
benefits of recycling.
610 Elm Street, Suite 202 | P: 650‐802‐3500|San Carlos, CA 94070 | F: 650‐802‐3501 RethinkWaste.org
*MEMBER AGENCIES: Town of Atherton • City of Belmont • City of Burlingame • City of East Palo Alto • City of Foster City •
Town of Hillsborough City of Menlo Park • City of Redwood City • City of San Carlos • City of San Mateo • County of San
Mateo • West Bay Sanitary District † America Recycles Day Event CANCELLED if it rains Printed on recycled paper
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First Annual Report from the PCE
BELMONT, California, October 19, 2017 – What does a year bring to San Mateo County? On the one year
anniversary of Peninsula Clean Energy offering electric power, San Mateo County residents and businesses
have substantially reduced their carbon emissions while saving millions of dollars. Visit the City website for
additional information: Belmont - PCE
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Caltrain Electrification
Caltrain electrification is a key component of the Caltrain Modernization Program that will electrify the
Caltrain Corridor from San Francisco’s 4th and King Station to approximately the Tamien Station in San
Jose and convert diesel-hauled to Electric Multiple Unit (EMU) trains. Caltrain electrification will improve
Caltrain system performance, enable more frequent and/or faster train service, and reduce long-term
environmental impact by reducing noise, improving regional air quality and reducing greenhouse gas
emissions. Caltrain electrification is scheduled to be operational by 2021.
As the system electrification is completed Caltrain will be purchasing new high-performance electric trains
to replace the current diesel locomotive trains as part of the Peninsula Corridor Electrification Project. The
electric trains will stop and start faster than diesel trains which means Caltrain could increase capacity
with a more user-friendly, efficient schedule that will provide consistent, attractive service with more
frequent stops without sacrificing speed.
Caltrain’s new electric trains are a key component of the Caltrain Modernization (CalMod) program that
will enhance the speed, capacity, safety, and comfort of Caltrain’s commuter rail service.
For more information on the project, fact sheet information and construction activities that are set to
begin for Belmont, visit http://www.belmont.gov/city-hall/community-partners/caltrain

Back to Top
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PROJECT OVERVIEW

TREE PRUNING AND REMOVAL ACTIVITIES

Over the last decade, Caltrain has experienced a substantial increase in ridership
and anticipates further increases in ridership demand as the Bay Area’s population
grows. Caltrain Electrification, scheduled to be operational by 2021, will electrify
and upgrade the performance, operating efficiency, capacity, safety and reliability of
Caltrain’s commuter rail service.

In order to establish a safety zone for the overhead power system, some trees
within the Caltrain right-of-way and near the project area will need to be pruned or
removed. Caltrain will provide a replacement tree for any trees that are trimmed
more than 25% or removed as a result of the project. The newly planted trees will be
maintained for a period of 5 years.

Caltrain electrification is a key component of the Caltrain Modernization Program and
consists of converting Caltrain from a diesel-hauled to Electric Multiple Unit (EMU) train
system for services between the Fourth and King Street Station in San Francisco and
the Tamien Station in San Jose. The project will include the installation of new electrical
infrastructure and the purchase of electric vehicles.

BELMONT TREE WORK

CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES
Beginning in October 2017, Caltrain will be performing work along the railroad
corridor in Belmont and San Carlos.
The anticipated activities during this time include locating underground utilities,
testing soil conditions, inspecting signal/communication equipment, pruning/
removing trees and installing foundations in preparation for the installation and
operation of the Overhead Contact System that will power electric trains.
Tree pruning and removal will start in the late fall of 2017 and continue for
1-2 months. After tree pruning/removal occurs, crews will begin work on the
foundations for the overhead contact system. Foundation work is expected to
occur in summer 2018 and continue for 3-4 months. Activities for the foundation
construction will include excavation, placement of rebar, concrete fill and electrical
grounding. Crews will return to the area later in 2018 to install the poles and wires
for the Overhead Contact System.
Work will take place during the day and at night, with night work occurring between
8 p.m. and 6 a.m. There may also be occasional 24-hour work on weekends. Caltrain
will work with contractors to minimize night work to limit the impact to surrounding
communities; however, some work must be performed at night in order to maintain
regular Caltrain service. To mitigate noise and other impacts during night and
weekend activities, the field team will utilize acoustical noise barrier blankets
and will position lights away from residential and business areas. Caltrain has
established a dedicated project hotline and email for residents concerned about
these potential impacts.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
calmodtrains.com
caltrain.com/pcepconstruction

• Private Property
-Two (2) trees will be removed
-Two (2) protected trees will be pruned by greater than 25%
-Two (2) trees on private property will be pruned by less than 25%
		within the Belmont city limits.
• Public Property
-Five (5) trees on city property will be pruned by less than 25%
		 within the Belmont city limits.
• Caltrain right-of-way
-Twenty-three (23) trees on Caltrain right-of-way will be removed
-Eight (8) trees will be pruned by greater than 25%
-Twelve (12) trees will be pruned by less than 25%.
Removed trees and trees pruned by greater than 25% will be replaced according to
the Tree Minimization and Replacement Plan.

SAN CARLOS TREE WORK
• Private Property
-No trees on private property will be affected.
• Public Property
-Ten (10) trees on city property will be removed
-No trees will be pruned by greater than 25%
-Forty-three (43) trees on city property will be pruned
		 by less than 25% within the San Carlos city limits.
• Caltrain right-of-way
-One (1) tree on Caltrain right-of-way will be removed
-Seventeen (17) trees will be pruned by greater than 25%
-Nine (9) trees will be pruned by less than 25%.
Removed trees and trees pruned by greater than 25% will be replaced per the Tree
Minimization and Replacement Plan.

CONTACT
MAIL: 2121 S. El Camino Real, Suite 300
San Mateo, CA 94403

650.399.9659
calmod@caltrain.com

®

Caltrain Electrification Construction

BELMONT/SAN CARLOS FACT SHEET | Work Segment 2.2, October 2017
PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICE

In addition, Caltrain has established a community outreach office at:
2121 S. El Camino Real
Suite A-100
San Mateo, CA 94403

Caltrain has established a project information line and project e-mail for
Caltrain Electrification to record and respond to questions and comments
from residents and stakeholders.

A project representative will be available to answer questions in person
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Mondays through Fridays during construction.

The project information line can be reached at 650.399.9659 or toll free at
800.660.4287.

Weekly construction updates can be found online at:
www.caltrain.com/pcepconstruction

The project e-mail is calmod@Caltrain.com

WORK AREA:

San Bruno
Millbrae
Broadway
Burlingame
San Mateo
Hayward Park
Hillsdale

Work Area 2

Belmont
San Carlos
Redwood City
Atherton
35

FOR MORE INFORMATION
calmodtrains.com
caltrain.com/pcepconstruction

SAN
M AT E O
CONTACT
COUNTY
MAIL: 2121 S. El Camino Real, Suite 300
San Mateo, CA 94403

82

Menlo Park
Palo
Alto
Palo Alto
Stanford
650.399.9659
calmod@caltrain.com
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Community Calendars
Twin Pines Community Center
For all Parks and Rec activities click here Parks and Recreation

Belmont Library
For all events and activities at the library log on to: https://smcl.org/
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