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2035 General Plan Update – City Council Hearing
On Monday October 2, 2017, City staff and the Consultant team conducted an Open House (6PM)
and the Belmont Planning Commission held a public hearing (7PM) to review the City’s:





2035 General Plan (GP) Update
Phase 1 Zoning for the GP Update
Climate Action Plan (CAP)
Environmental Impact Report (EIR)

After public comments and at the conclusion of Planning Commission discussion of the project,
the Commission recommended City Council adoption of these four policy/environmental
documents; the project is next scheduled for City Council public hearing at the October 24, 2017
Council meeting (see below).
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Belmont Village Specific Plan & Zoning – City Council Hearing
On Tuesday October 17, 2017, City staff and the Consultant team conducted an Open House
(6PM) and the Belmont Planning Commission held a public hearing (7PM) to review the City’s:



Belmont Village Specific Plan (BVSP)
Belmont Village Zoning (BVZ)

After public comments and at the conclusion of Planning Commission discussion of the project,
the Commission recommended City Council adoption of these two policy documents; the
BVSP/BVZ is next scheduled for City Council public hearing review at the November 14, 2017
Council meeting. The BVSP/BVZ can be viewed at the project website:
Belmont Village Specific Plan & Zoning
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American Red Cross Home Fire Campaign
The Belmont Fire Department
wants to extend a huge thank
you to the American Red Cross
for the Home Fire Campaign
Event held on Saturday, October
14th in Belmont. The goal of the
program is to save lives, reduce
injuries and build more resilient communities through
raising awareness, facilitating preventative actions,
and fostering community participation in fire safety.
The event utilized over 20 volunteers, including Belmont CERT members who installed free smoke
alarms in homes and provided education on how to maintain the alarms as well as emergency
preparedness information. As a result, 73 smoke alarms were installed in 19 homes serving 47
individuals. The event emphasizes the true partnership between the Red Cross, Belmont Parks &
Recreation and Fire Departments.
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Public Safety Personnel Return from Northern California Wildfires
Belmont police and fire personnel recently returned
from providing mutual aid assistance at the devastating
wildfires in Northern California. Belmont fire personnel
who returned on Wednesday, October 18th, were
deployed for seven days as part of a Five Engine Strike
Team, which
included personnel from Woodside, Central County Fire
(Burlingame, Hillsborough, Millbrae), Menlo Park, South
San Francisco and Piedmont. They reported to the
Sonoma County Fairgrounds and were assigned to the
Tubbs and Nuns fires, where they performed overhaul
of burn areas to ensure complete extinguishment, as
well as the Pocket fire where they were in place as a
contingency in the event a wind shift occurred during
backfire operations.
Belmont police personnel were deployed from October
9th on rotating 12-hour shifts through October 19th.
They were assigned to a number of areas in both Napa
and Sonoma Counties, including Santa Rosa, and their
duties ranged from evacuations, patrol and response to
calls for service and escorts of residents to check on
their property. In total, 18 officers covered twenty-one,
12-hour shifts.

Lastly, the Fire Department wants to
remind residents of the importance of
maintaining an area of 30’-100’ of
defensible space around your property by
cutting back grass, shrubs and trees
around structures.
For more information on mitigating the
wildfire threat click here.
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Chief’s Office
October 18, 2017
Belmont Fire
Protection District
One Twin Pines Lane,
Suite 230
Belmont, CA 94002
650-595-7492

Attention: Community Members

Foster City
Fire Department
1040 E. Hillsdale Blvd.
Foster City, CA 94404
650-286-3350

With the recent wildfires occurring in the North Bay, it is an opportune time to
encourage all San Mateo County residents, especially those in Belmont, Foster
City and San Mateo, to become subscribers of the SMCAlert notification
system.

San Mateo
Fire Department
1040 E. Hillsdale Blvd.
Foster City, CA 94404
650-522-7900

RE: COMMUNITY MEMBERS ENCOURAGED TO SIGN UP FOR
EMERGENCY ALERTS THROUGH SMCALERT

SMCAlert is an alert notification system used to immediately contact
community members during urgent or emergency situations. Subscribers may
select among multiple options for receiving emergency and non-emergency text
and voice messages including email accounts, cell phones, smartphones, tablets,
and voice messages to landline phones.
SMCAlert is free, though wireless carriers may charge a fee for alerts sent to
wireless devices. SMCAlert is available in all cities and towns in San Mateo
County. There are two ways to sign up for the service:

Fire Chief
John Healy




visit the registration webpage at www.smcalert.info, or
text your five-digit zip code to 888777

Deputy Fire Chief
Gary Hegwer
Administrative
Battalion Chief’s
Kent Thrasher
Mike Towns

For nearly a decade, San Mateo County, its cities and its public safety agencies
have used SMCAlert to keep residents and visitors safe and avoid hazards from
natural disasters to significant traffic events. Nearly 60,000 people are currently
enrolled in SMCAlert, and over 500 emergency messages have been sent within
the last 12 months.
For more information and to register online go to: www.smcalert.info.

Values
Respect
Creativity
Courage
Knowledge
Integrity
Altruism
Professionalism

Sincerely,
John Healy
Fire Chief
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How you can help the Victims of the North Bay Fires
Our hearts go out to those affected by the recent wildfires in Northern California. Staff
from the Belmont Fire Fighters Association, and the Belmont Police Officers Association
have been actively involved in supporting the region.
People that have been impacted by the Northern California fires are still in need, and
recovery can last months.
The City of Belmont, the Belmont Fire Fighters Association, and the Belmont Police
Officers Association are conducting a Gift Card Drive for fire victims.
GIFT CARD DONATION DRIVE (Belmont Drop-off)
People can drop off gift cards at Belmont
City Hall in the Public Works Department,
Suite 385, Monday through Friday between
the hours of 8:00am to Noon, and 1:00pm
to 5:00pm.
Gift card donations that are collected will
go to two regions - the United Way-Bay
Area that supports Napa County, and the
United Way -Wine Country that supports
Sonoma, Mendocino and Lake Counties.
People can select the region they would like to support when they drop off their gift
card.
Please remember when donating a gift card, that it should be something that
encompasses the impacted area where people can use them and don't have to drive to
a store out of the area.
Here are just some other resources for volunteering and donations:
VOLUNTEER
Red Cross
People interested in volunteering or donating as-needed can sign up with the Red
Cross. The Red Cross has a sign-in sheet here for Sonoma County, you may also call
them at 707-573-3399
The Sonoma County Office of Emergency Services
Interested volunteers may also contact the County Office of Emergency Services at 707565-3856.
The Center for Volunteer and Nonprofit Leadership
To volunteer, you can register on their website at https://cvnl.org.
Back to Top
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DONATE
Redwood Credit Union-Northbay Fire Relief
The Press Democrat, Petaluma Argus-Courier and Sonoma Index-Tribune have
partnered with Redwood Credit Union, Sen. Mike McGuire and business leaders to raise
funds to directly help fire victims. Every dollar will go directly to victims. Donate
at www.redwoodcu.org/northbayfirerelief.
GoFundMe NorCal Fire Relief
GoFundMe has created a California Fire Relief Page. A variety of campaigns are listed.
Humane Society
Donate to local animal shelters in the region. Humane Society of Sonoma
County: sonomahumane.org, Humane Society of Napa County: napahumane.org,
FOOD DONATIONS
You can donate to food pantries, please check their website for an updated list of
needs.
Food pantries of Napa County
Food pantries of Sonoma County
The Redwood Empire Food Bank in Santa Rosa
The Center for Volunteer & Nonprofit Leadership is keeping an updated list of needs for
fire victims.

Belmont Veteran’s Memorial Dedication – Save the Date

Back to Top

City Manager’s Weekly Update

October 20, 2017

Nesbit School Students Visit City Hall
Two second grade classes from Nesbit School visited City Hall this week They got a chance to
learn about and get up close to some of the public works vehicles and how they help keep our
city running smoothly, they explored
the fire apparatus and got a chance
to use a real fire house”, they toured
the Police Department, including the
jail. With the help of Vice Mayor Kim,
they participated in a mock City
Council meeting.
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Parks and Recreation
V.O.I.C.E.S.
VOICES led an in-house service project this week, with the
purpose being to aid those in need affected from the recent
California fires. The teens made Halloween themed goodie bags
which consisted of pencils, pens, colored pencils, animal cracker
snacks bags, playdough, and paper activities such as crossword
puzzles or Halloween stories.
The VOICES teens wanted to bring some joy to the children who
were impacted by the fires by letting them know that they were
in our thoughts.

Twin Pines Community Center

Financial, Emotional, Physical Abuse and Scams
Detective Todd Feinberg and Officer Dan Friedman, along with
Virginia Kroger from Assembylmember Mullin’s Office
presented adults with information on the latest scams and
forms of elder abuse; and tips to prevent oneself from
becoming a victim. This informative presentation included
examples of scams happening in our County, along with an
interactive discussion period.

Spooktacular Dance
Ghosts and Goblins enjoyed a Spooktacular Dance
sponsored by Clear Captions; a federally funded program
which provides adaptive telephones to the hearing
impaired. A live band, the Boom Boom Brothers played
popular tunes that kept the crowd dancing all
afternoon. It was a day of costumes, yummy
refreshments, lively music and a ghostly good time in the
spirit of Halloween.
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Color Me Calm
Coloring isn’t just for kids! Adult coloring is becoming
increasingly popular at Twin Pines. It is a great way to
create, reduce stress and discover a sense of calm in a
relaxing and social setting.

Parks and Facilities
Several irrigation repairs were made at O’Donnell Park this
week. Sprinkler heads were repaired and a new irrigation
valve was installed to accommodate the new plants behind
the basketball court. At Alexander Park, turf maintenance
was conducted. Several service boxes related to the
bathroom had become uneven in the middle of the lawn
due to settling. The boxes were reset below grade, and
topsoil was added to smooth out the low area. The entire
area was seeded and fertilized to encourage new grass
growth

The water fountain at the Barrett Community
Learning Center was replaced. The fountain was
old and replacement parts could not be
acquired. As such, the existing fountain was
retrofitted with a new design. This water fountain
is in the heavily used play area for the preschool
and the new design will withstand demand from
daily regular use.
At Twin Pines Park, several maintenance items
were addressed. An irrigation valve was replaced in the landscape area behind the Senior
Center. In the playground near the Buckeye Picnic Area, a broken playground component was
reported. Staff had replacement parts on hand and the playground ladder was repaired quickly
without having to take the playground out of service. Several picnic tables in the Buckeye Picnic
Area received replacement boards. Graffiti was removed from several surfaces and the
bathroom in the Redwood Picnic Areas was repainted.
Back to Top
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City Kick’s Off Adopt-A-Drain Pilot Program

Take part to help keep our waterways clean.
All storm drains in Belmont go directly to Belmont Creek and into San Francisco Bay. In
order to keep them flowing properly and to minimize localized flooding during rain events,
protecting our waterway and keeping them clear is key to water pollution prevention and
flooding prevention.
A clean community is a happy community.
The City has a comprehensive preventative maintenance program to inspect, monitor and
maintain 1,400 of our storm drain inlets throughout the city. Regular scheduled street
sweeping are in place, with enhanced sweeping during winter months. “No DumpingFlows to Bay” storm drain placards are installed on every storm drain. The Belmont Public
Works Department also installed trash capture devices in 69 storm drains where litter
activities have been an issue.
When leaves, litter and other harmful waste enter the storm drain, not only cause backups,
but it is unsightly in our own neighborhoods. Not to mention, litter and other pollutants
can harm wildlife, fish, and the environment.
The City of Belmont started the Adopt-A-Drain Pilot Program for residents to take part in
being proactive in their neighborhood.
What is Adopt-A-Drain?
Any resident can adopt a drain in their neighborhood; just fill out the online form and
select an address location of the storm drain from the Adopt-A-Drain map that you would
like to adopt. Once you have adopted a drain, be committed to keeping the top of the grate
clear of leaves and trash. Report illegal dumping and drainage, and any backups that are
coming from below the grate or if the inlet below the grate has trash. City crews will come
out clear any blockage.
Once you have signed up, you or your family will be recognized on our Adopt-A-Drain page
and receive an Adopt-A-Drain starter kit.
For more information visit the Adopt-A-Drain website at:
http://www.belmont.gov/adoptadrain
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Public Works Highlights

Back to Top

City Manager’s Weekly Update

October 20, 2017

PG&E Pipeline Project Update
PG&E is nearing completion of their work on Ralston Avenue. The next
phase of the project includes restoration of the project site which includes
paving and restriping of the road. City staff is currently working with PG&E
on the final schedule for this work.
Paving is anticipated to start early November. Traffic advisories will go out
for upcoming pavement restoration once the schedule has been finalized.

For the latest Traffic
Advisories in Belmont,
click here
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The Old County Road Utility Undergrounding District Project
Project Update (10-20-17)
PG&E will continue trenching work on Masonic Way until
October 31st and will move on to Waltermire Street beginning
November 1st.
Masonic Way and Waltermire Street will be reduced to one
lane of traffic with respect to the work schedule. Traffic control
will be in place and flaggers will be onsite.
Project background and details
Over the past several years, City staff has worked with the
community and City Council to develop the Old County Road
Utility Underground project, with the goal of creating an
aesthetic and safe corridor in this part of downtown by
undergrounding of existing overhead utilities.
The construction of the project is scheduled to begin September 1 st and continue through June
2018.
There are four main phases of construction:
 Trenching involves digging a trench within the travel lanes through the extent of the
project limits and in each individual property to place conduits that will eventually
house the new underground lines. Panel conversion requires the program contractor to
prepare each electric meter panel to accept the new underground service.
 Cabling and placement of equipment involves running utility lines through the newly
placed underground conduits. Once cabling is complete, the new underground system
will be energized for use.
 Cutover involves taking residents off the old overhead system and converting them to
the new underground system.
 Removal involves taking down the overhead lines and utility poles. This portion of work
happens at the end of construction
The project includes undergrounding of overhead utilities within limits of both the City of
Belmont and County of San Mateo. The estimated construction cost within the City’s limit is
approximately $2.6 million. To date the credit allocated to the City is $3.6 million.
o Project Limits: Along Old County Road from Masonic Way to Harbor Boulevard;
along Masonic Way from Ralston Avenue to Granada Street.
o Funding Sources: Rule 20A Funds, City Funds
o Funding Amount: Rule 20A Undergrounding Project within City limit is $2.6
million; City funded Street Lighting Project is $300,000
o Construction Date: September 01, 2017 through June 2018
PG&E recently sent notices to property owners within the work limits to inform them of the
upcoming work and is posted below for your reference.
For questions regarding the PG&E work, please contact PG&E Customer Outreach Specialist
Butch Harris at 408-282-7517, or electricreliability@pge.com
Back to Top
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Other Agency Reports:
NDNU Community Days – Belmont Residents Get Free Admission
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First Annual Report from the PCE
BELMONT, California, October 19, 2017 – What does a year bring to San Mateo County? On the one year
anniversary of Peninsula Clean Energy offering electric power, San Mateo County residents and businesses
have substantially reduced their carbon emissions while saving millions of dollars. Visit the City website for
additional information: Belmont - PCE
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Caltrain Electrification
Caltrain electrification is a key component of the Caltrain Modernization Program that will electrify the
Caltrain Corridor from San Francisco’s 4th and King Station to approximately the Tamien Station in San
Jose and convert diesel-hauled to Electric Multiple Unit (EMU) trains. Caltrain electrification will improve
Caltrain system performance, enable more frequent and/or faster train service, and reduce long-term
environmental impact by reducing noise, improving regional air quality and reducing greenhouse gas
emissions. Caltrain electrification is scheduled to be operational by 2021.
As the system electrification is completed Caltrain will be purchasing new high-performance electric trains
to replace the current diesel locomotive trains as part of the Peninsula Corridor Electrification Project. The
electric trains will stop and start faster than diesel trains which means Caltrain could increase capacity
with a more user-friendly, efficient schedule that will provide consistent, attractive service with more
frequent stops without sacrificing speed.
Caltrain’s new electric trains are a key component of the Caltrain Modernization (CalMod) program that
will enhance the speed, capacity, safety, and comfort of Caltrain’s commuter rail service.
For more information on the project, fact sheet information and construction activities that are set to
begin for Belmont, visit http://www.belmont.gov/city-hall/community-partners/caltrain
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Caltrain Electrification Construction

BELMONT/SAN CARLOS FACT SHEET | Work Segment 2.2, October 2017

PROJECT OVERVIEW

TREE PRUNING AND REMOVAL ACTIVITIES

Over the last decade, Caltrain has experienced a substantial increase in ridership
and anticipates further increases in ridership demand as the Bay Area’s population
grows. Caltrain Electrification, scheduled to be operational by 2021, will electrify
and upgrade the performance, operating efficiency, capacity, safety and reliability of
Caltrain’s commuter rail service.

In order to establish a safety zone for the overhead power system, some trees
within the Caltrain right-of-way and near the project area will need to be pruned or
removed. Caltrain will provide a replacement tree for any trees that are trimmed
more than 25% or removed as a result of the project. The newly planted trees will be
maintained for a period of 5 years.

Caltrain electrification is a key component of the Caltrain Modernization Program and
consists of converting Caltrain from a diesel-hauled to Electric Multiple Unit (EMU) train
system for services between the Fourth and King Street Station in San Francisco and
the Tamien Station in San Jose. The project will include the installation of new electrical
infrastructure and the purchase of electric vehicles.

BELMONT TREE WORK

CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES
Beginning in October 2017, Caltrain will be performing work along the railroad
corridor in Belmont and San Carlos.
The anticipated activities during this time include locating underground utilities,
testing soil conditions, inspecting signal/communication equipment, pruning/
removing trees and installing foundations in preparation for the installation and
operation of the Overhead Contact System that will power electric trains.
Tree pruning and removal will start in the late fall of 2017 and continue for
1-2 months. After tree pruning/removal occurs, crews will begin work on the
foundations for the overhead contact system. Foundation work is expected to
occur in summer 2018 and continue for 3-4 months. Activities for the foundation
construction will include excavation, placement of rebar, concrete fill and electrical
grounding. Crews will return to the area later in 2018 to install the poles and wires
for the Overhead Contact System.
Work will take place during the day and at night, with night work occurring between
8 p.m. and 6 a.m. There may also be occasional 24-hour work on weekends. Caltrain
will work with contractors to minimize night work to limit the impact to surrounding
communities; however, some work must be performed at night in order to maintain
regular Caltrain service. To mitigate noise and other impacts during night and
weekend activities, the field team will utilize acoustical noise barrier blankets
and will position lights away from residential and business areas. Caltrain has
established a dedicated project hotline and email for residents concerned about
these potential impacts.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
calmodtrains.com
caltrain.com/pcepconstruction

• Private Property
-Two (2) trees will be removed
-Two (2) protected trees will be pruned by greater than 25%
-Two (2) trees on private property will be pruned by less than 25%
		within the Belmont city limits.
• Public Property
-Five (5) trees on city property will be pruned by less than 25%
		 within the Belmont city limits.
• Caltrain right-of-way
-Twenty-three (23) trees on Caltrain right-of-way will be removed
-Eight (8) trees will be pruned by greater than 25%
-Twelve (12) trees will be pruned by less than 25%.
Removed trees and trees pruned by greater than 25% will be replaced according to
the Tree Minimization and Replacement Plan.

SAN CARLOS TREE WORK
• Private Property
-No trees on private property will be affected.
• Public Property
-Ten (10) trees on city property will be removed
-No trees will be pruned by greater than 25%
-Forty-three (43) trees on city property will be pruned
		 by less than 25% within the San Carlos city limits.
• Caltrain right-of-way
-One (1) tree on Caltrain right-of-way will be removed
-Seventeen (17) trees will be pruned by greater than 25%
-Nine (9) trees will be pruned by less than 25%.
Removed trees and trees pruned by greater than 25% will be replaced per the Tree
Minimization and Replacement Plan.

CONTACT
MAIL: 2121 S. El Camino Real, Suite 300
San Mateo, CA 94403

650.399.9659
calmod@caltrain.com

®

Caltrain Electrification Construction

BELMONT/SAN CARLOS FACT SHEET | Work Segment 2.2, October 2017
PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICE

In addition, Caltrain has established a community outreach office at:
2121 S. El Camino Real
Suite A-100
San Mateo, CA 94403

Caltrain has established a project information line and project e-mail for
Caltrain Electrification to record and respond to questions and comments
from residents and stakeholders.

A project representative will be available to answer questions in person
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Mondays through Fridays during construction.

The project information line can be reached at 650.399.9659 or toll free at
800.660.4287.

Weekly construction updates can be found online at:
www.caltrain.com/pcepconstruction

The project e-mail is calmod@Caltrain.com

WORK AREA:

San Bruno
Millbrae
Broadway
Burlingame
San Mateo
Hayward Park
Hillsdale

Work Area 2

Belmont
San Carlos
Redwood City
Atherton
35

FOR MORE INFORMATION
calmodtrains.com
caltrain.com/pcepconstruction

SAN
M AT E O
CONTACT
COUNTY
MAIL: 2121 S. El Camino Real, Suite 300
San Mateo, CA 94403

82

Menlo Park
Palo
Alto
Palo Alto
Stanford
650.399.9659
calmod@caltrain.com
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Community Calendars
Twin Pines Community Center
For all Parks and Rec activities click here Parks and Recreation

Belmont Library
For all events and activities at the library log on to: https://smcl.org/
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