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Local Minimum Wage – Public Meeting
The City Council has been considering the possibility of a local minimum wage for Belmont that
would increase the rate at which the minimum wage moves from today’s rate of $10.50/hr. to
$15.00/hr. (currently scheduled for 2022 – see below).

Adopted Minimum Wage Rates for the State of California
Employers with 26 or more emp.

Employers with fewer than 26 emp.

January 1, 2017

$10.50

$10.00

January 1, 2018
January 1, 2019

$11.00
$12.00

$10.50
$11.00

January 1, 2020
January 1, 2021

$13.00
$14.00

$12.00
$13.00

January 1, 2022

$15.00

$14.00
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Traffic Impacts and Extended Work Hours on Saturday September 30 th for
PG&E Gas Pipeline Work

PG&E’s gas pipeline work is nearing completion. One of the final stages includes tie-in’s to the
new pipeline. Once the pipeline is cut, work cannot stop until the tie-ins are complete and the
pipeline is back in service. To reduce the possible impact on the community and weekday traffic,
this work is scheduled to take place on Saturday September 30th. This work will entail off-gassing
the existing line, cutting into the existing pipe at three locations, tie-in new pipe connections and
testing of new tie-in segments, and recharging the new gas line. For this reason PG&E will need
to work from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. on Saturday. The work will take place at three locations:




Ralston Avenue near Alameda de las Pulgas- one westbound lane on Ralston Avenue and
sidewalk will be closed.
Ralston Avenue at Cipriani Blvd/Prindle Road– One westbound lane on Ralston Avenue
and eastbound Prindle Road will be closed.
Ralston Avenue west of Cipriani Blvd. –One westbound and one eastbound lane will be
closed.

Please anticipate delays and allow extra time to get to your destination.
For information regarding this project, please contact PG&E representative Scott Hart at 650598-7449 or gasprojectinfo@pge.com
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New Davey Glen Park Opening Celebration (Note Date Change)

CSUS Payment – In Lieu of Property Tax
On Wednesday, the City received the $1 million contribution from Crystal Springs Uplands School
(CSUS) pursuant to Resolution No. 2016-066. The funds will be available for capital
improvements. The next payment for property tax in lieu, in the amount of $250,000, is expected
from CSUS in January, 2018.
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Parks and Recreation
Parks
Irrigation maintenance was conducted at several field locations this
week. At Nesbit Field, a water leak and several sprinklers were
repaired. An aging pipe failed causing a significant leak when the
sprinklers were operating. New components were installed and the leak
was repaired. At the Sports Complex on the North Field, a water main
began leaking, flooding the pathway. This leak was also repaired.
Weeds and shrubs were
removed on the median on
Lassen Drive. In addition, the
trees were trimmed for vehicle
access. At the Firehouse Square location, weeds were
mowed and removed from the fence lines. The trees
were also trimmed for pedestrian and vehicle clearance.
Youth
VOICES participated in the annual Coastal Cleanup Event
hosted at Twin Pines Park. We had 10 volunteer members come out to participate in the 1 st
service project of the 2017/18 VOICES year. The members are really passionate about making a
difference, especially when it comes to a local space such as Twin Pines Park.

Teen Zone
As of September 6th the Teen Zone will be open 5-days a week. We are proud to say that there
were over 100 participants in the 11 days of being open. Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays are
the most popular days of attendance. If you’re a teen come on down and join the fun!
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Public Works Highlights

Belmont Creek Dredging Project
The Public Works Storm Division is gearing up to clear Belmont Creek of silt, sediment, and
vegetation. Dredging will take place from El Camino Real to Old County Road near Harbor
Boulevard on Monday September 25th through Thursday, October 5th, in preparation to improve
creek capacity for the upcoming rainy season. Removal of silt and vegetation will improve water
flow during the upcoming rainy season.
The plan work will entail: cutting vegetation back to prepare for setup of hoses and coffer dam
by-pass; setting up bypass pumping; dredging and vegetation removal; and finally clean up and
demobilization.

Back to Top

City Manager’s Weekly Update

September 22, 2017

Back to Top

City Manager’s Weekly Update

September 22, 2017

Ralston Avenue/Davis Drive Traffic Signal Light
As previously reported due to intersection upgrades at Davis Drive and
Ralston Avenue, the traffic signal has to operate on pre-set time cycles at
all times instead of detection mode in off peak time to allow release traffic
from Davis Drive. The green light from Davis Drive is set for 20 seconds,
and will remain this way until intersection construction is complete. At that
time, all upgrades will be completed and a new modern traffic signal
control system will be operational.
We appreciate your patience during this upgrade period. If you have any
questions you can contact us at 650 595-7425.

For the latest Traffic
Advisories in Belmont,
click here
Back to Top
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Old County Road Utility Undergrounding District Project Update
PG&E began work on September 5th with soil sampling on Masonic Way and work will continue
along Old County Road to Harbor Boulevard toward the City limit. PG&E will place door hangers
in advance of work to notify properties around the affected areas.
Project background and details
Over the past several years, City staff has worked with the community and City Council to develop
the Old County Road Utility Underground project, with the goal of creating an aesthetic and safe
corridor in this part of downtown by undergrounding of existing overhead utilities. The
construction of the project is scheduled to begin September 1st and continue through June 2018.
There are four main phases of construction:
 Trenching involves digging a trench within the travel lanes
through the extent of the project limits and in each
individual property to place conduits that will eventually
house the new underground lines. Panel conversion
requires the program contractor to prepare each electric
meter panel to accept the new underground service.
 Cabling and placement of equipment involves running
utility lines through the newly placed underground
conduits. Once cabling is complete, the new underground
system will be energized for use.
 Cutover involves taking residents off the old overhead
system and converting them to the new underground
system.
 Removal involves taking down the overhead lines and utility poles. This portion of work
happens at the end of construction
 The project includes undergrounding of overhead utilities within limits of both the City of
Belmont and County of San Mateo. The estimated construction cost within the City’s limit is
approximately $2.6 million. To date the credit allocated to the City is $3.6 million.
Project Limits: Along Old County Road from Masonic Way to Harbor Boulevard; along Masonic
Way from Ralston Avenue to Granada Street.
Funding Sources: Rule 20A Funds, City Funds
Funding Amount: Rule 20A Undergrounding Project within City limit is $2.6 million; City funded
Street Lighting Project is $300,000
Construction Date: September 01, 2017 through June 2018
PG&E recently sent notices to property owners within the work limits to inform them of the
upcoming work and is posted below for your reference.
For questions regarding the PG&E work, please contact PG&E Customer Outreach Specialist
Butch Harris at 408-282-7517, or electricreliability@pge.com
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California Coastal Cleanup Day –Volunteers Remove 720 Pounds of Garbage and Recyclables
from Belmont Waterways
On Saturday, September 16th, 145 volunteers
from several cities lined up in front of Belmont
City Hall with anticipation of this year’s
cleanup - California Coastal Cleanup Day to
“GET RID OF TRASH, NOT WILDLIFE."
The 3-hour event had gloved hands collecting
a total of 720 pounds of garbage and
recyclables from East Laurel Creek, Belmont
Creek-Carlmont,
Belmont
Creek-NDNU,
Belmont Creek-Twin Pines, O’Neill Slough south, and O’Neill Slough north. Families, individuals,
service groups, school groups and businesses all participated in what was a very rewarding event.
During the cleanup, participants documented the number of items they collected and entered on
their data cards during the cleanup. These numbers are totaled and submitted to the County to
help educate public, business and government officials about the seriousness of the global
marine debris problems.
Some unique items found were a broken hockey stick, a crutch, confetti, branch loppers, a
backpack, two tires, a chair and a television.
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Sterling Downs Emergency Preparedness Talk
September is National Preparedness Month and this week, the City’s Emergency Manager, PD
Captain Pat Halleran talked at a meeting of the Sterling Downs Neighborhood Association about
preparing for emergencies. Topics discussed included earthquake and winter storm
preparedness and how the City responds to emergencies. For information on emergency
preparedness go to the Emergency Preparedness/Office of Emergency Services page in the
Belmont Fire Department section of the Belmont City website www.belmont.gov/fire
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Other Agency Reports:

Hello Belmont!
Below is an update on the public elementary and middle schools in town. I outline our goals for
the year, a need for substitute teachers and instructional assistants, and the latest information on
enrollment and construction.
2017-18 Goals
First, we are continuing with the District's strategic plan, developed in 2014 by a joint committee
of parents, staff, and community members. This year we are focusing on our students' capacity for
innovation. California recently adopted new science standards (state website; national website),
and we are using this shift to find opportunities for our students to practice innovation.
Second, we are continuing to improve our collection and analysis of data to inform instructional
practices. By monitoring students' progress more deliberately and systemically, we will be able to
better differentiate our instructional program.
Third, we are focusing on the District's financial sustainability. Last year, we "broke even" on our
budget, with expenditures equal to revenues. However, our state funding, which constitutes 82%
of our revenue, is low and projected to increase minimally over the next few years. Because of a
complicated and flawed state funding system, BRSSD receives the lowest per-pupil state funding in
San Mateo County. Thankfully, we have strong local revenue (including parcel taxes and parent
donations to SchoolForce), but this only brings us up to 14th out of all 17 elementary districts in
the County and $800 per student below the statewide average. While we are committed to
running a fiscally efficient organization, our current funding level will start eroding our program
quality if we don't address it. This is the Board's top priority currently, and over the course of the
fall, we will keep you informed of what you can do to help. For now, you can learn more here.
Need for Substitute Teachers and Instructional Assistants
We need substitute teachers and instructional assistants (para-educators). These are incredibly
impactful positions that keep our classrooms productive.
Para-Educators:
Do you enjoy working one on one with a student or assisting in a classroom? Substituting as a
para-educator does not require experience, and there is great flexibility. Assignments vary from a
few hours to full days, and you can pick the types of assignments that you prefer.
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Substitute Teachers:
Whether you have a teaching credential, or not, we could use your help. Substitute teaching requires
that you have a Bachelor’s degree. If you do, we are happy to walk you through the process of
obtaining a 30-Day Emergency Teaching Permit.

For details and an outline of the application process for either position, click here.
Enrollment and Construction Update
Enrollment has turned out well this fall. We have 19 kindergarten classrooms, down from 21
last year. With class sizes of 25, that's 475 seats. Actual kindergarten enrollment ended up at
465 students, which is nearly perfect, as it leaves a little room for growth over the course of
the year. Also, we saw another modest enrollment surge in 6th grade with over 40 new
students joining us at that grade level. Sixth grade at Ralston is just over 400 students, with
another 95 sixth graders split between Sandpiper and Nesbit. Ralston's enrollment is almost
1200 exactly this year. As Sandpiper's program grows to include seventh and eighth grade
over the next two years, we're hopeful that 1200 will be the upper limit of Ralston's
enrollment for the foreseeable future. Total district enrollment is currently 4300 students, up
from 4200 at this time last year.
As for construction, our only two "live" projects are (1) installing a new shade structure at
Central Elementary and (2) completing the new two-story building at Sandpiper School.
Central's shade structure should be done by the end of the month, and Sandpiper's building
will be complete by December 4. We expect the move-in to take place over the winter break.
Last, if you get a chance, take a look at our new website at brssd.org. This week's featured
video is from Cipriani's award-winning Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS)
program, which emphasizes making behavior expectations explicit for students. This video
captures our teachers modeling the wrong ways and right ways to be a safe, respectful, and
responsible Cipriani Wildcat! As always, please contact me directly with questions and
suggestions for improvement.
Michael Milliken, Ph.D.
Superintendent
Belmont-Redwood Shores School District
mmilliken@brssd.org
650-620-2703
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Community Calendars
Twin Pines Community Center
For all Parks and Rec activities click here Parks and Recreation

Belmont Library
For all events and activities at the library log on to: https://smcl.org/
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