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Belmont Celebrates Its 90th Birthday
On October 29, 2016, the City of Belmont
celebrated 90 years of incorporation. About 75
people stopped by the History Room for a
celebration to commemorate this auspicious
occasion. Some long-time Belmont residents
were there, as were a number of new, young
families, many of whom had never been in the
History Room. There was even talk about
“what are we going to do for 100?” Put on your
thinking caps!
As a reminder, the History Room (located in
the rear of the Manor Building in Twin Pines Park) is open on Sunday and Wednesday afternoons
from 1-4 pm, or any time the Manor Building is open for art display. Come and see what we have
to show you about our long history here on the peninsula.
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Election Update
We are now in the home stretch of the 2016 Presidential Election. As a reminder, if you are a
vote-by-mail voter, your ballot must be received by the close of polls at 8 pm on Election Day or
POSTMARKED no later than November 8 (and received by November 14). This postmark must be
done at the post office. If you are mailing your ballot on Tuesday, it would be best to take it in
person to a post office to ensure it gets postmarked (dropping it in a sidewalk box is no guarantee
of the correct postmark). Remember you can drop your ballot at any polling place within the
County on Election Day. The ballot box will be available in the City Clerk’s Office at One Twin
Pines Lane until mid-afternoon on Election Day. Here are some answers to FAQ’s you might have:
Q. I’d like to vote early, in person. How do I do that?
A. Three voting centers are available M-F, 8 am to 5 pm, PLUS Saturday, November
5, from 10 am to 3:00 p.m.
1. San Mateo County Elections Office
40 Tower Road, San Mateo, CA 94402
2. Office of the Assessor-County Clerk-Recorder
555 County Center, 1st Floor, Redwood City, CA 94063
3. South San Francisco Public Library
840 West Orange Ave., South San Francisco 94080
Q. Is there a place I can drop my completed ballot over the weekend, or after
hours?
A. Yes, you could stop by one of the three voting centers noted above on Saturday
the 5th, or there is a secured ballot box available at the Tower Road address on a
24/7 basis.
Q. How can I find my polling place?
A. If you still have your Sample Ballot, your polling place is indicated on that
document. If you’ve already discarded, you can find it by going to
https://shapethefuture.org/MyElectionMaterials/. Simply type in your address
where indicated.
Q. I’m positive I’m registered to vote, but I never got anything in the mail.
A. Call the Elections Office ASAP to verify your status: (650) 312-5222.
Q. How many stamps do I need to put on my ballot if I’m mailing it?
A. Good news! You need not put any stamps on it. It’s postage paid. (This is not
true for all counties in California, although the post office will deliver, regardless.)
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Q. I’m registered to vote in San Mateo County, but just recently moved to
another address within the County, but I haven’t re-registered yet. Can I still
vote? And if so, where?
A. Go to the website listed above for polling places and type in your new address.
It will give you the new polling place. You can go there and vote provisionally (or
go to one of the voting centers listed above). What this means is that you will be
able to vote, but they will hold off counting your vote until they verify your voter
registration within the county. Oh, and make sure you re-register as soon as
possible!
Q. I still need to read up on the propositions and the local measures. Where can
I find that information?
A. Your sample ballot has candidate and ballot measure information, and
hopefully you received and still have the 200+-page booklet from the Secretary of
State’s Office that contains all of the State propositions. If you don’t have these
documents any more, you can access this information at the following website:
https://shapethefuture.org/elections/2016/nov/, look at “Election Resources” on
the left. The City Clerk’s office has a few extra copies of the State proposition
booklet.
Q. I’d like to follow election results after the polls close. How do I do that?
A. Shapethefuture.org has an elections results portal at the following URL:
https://shapethefuture.org/elections/results/2016/nov/
Q. I’m not a permanent vote-by-mail voter, and I’m not sure I can make it to my
polling place on Election Day. What should I do?
A. See the first question above where it outlines the voting centers, which are not
only open now, but will also be open on Election Day. These voting centers have
access to every ballot within San Mateo County. Hopefully one of these locations
is in better proximity to you.
Q. I have other Election questions that aren’t addressed here. Who should I call?
A. Contact your City Clerk, Terri Cook, at (650) 595-7413, or by email at
tcook@belmont.gov. In addition, you can contact the Elections Office at (650) 3125222.
Remember, voting is a privilege. Please exercise your right to vote.
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Remember to do your Smoke and Carbon Monoxide Detector Checks this Weekend!!!
With the need to turn your clocks back one hour this Sunday, November 6th, the
Belmont Fire Department wants to remind everyone to be sure to change the
batteries in both your smoke and carbon monoxide detectors throughout your
homes. According to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), two-thirds
of home fire deaths in the United States result from fires in
homes without a working smoke alarm. Smoke and Carbon Monoxide detectors
are one of the cheapest ways to protect your family in the event of a fire or
accidental release of carbon monoxide gas.
But that protection is only possible when these units are kept in proper working order, and when
everyone in your family knows what each of them sounds like and how family
members should respond.
Every month, you should test each detector to make sure they are working
properly. Simply press the test button located on the face of each unit and
wait for the beep. Every six months, conveniently when you change the clocks
in your home, change the batteries in both types of detectors. Additionally,
you should be aware that as of July 1, 2015, all battery operated smoke alarms sold in California
are required to have a non-replaceable, non-removable battery that is capable of powering the
smoke alarm for at least ten years.
For more information on how to install and maintain smoke and carbon monoxide detectors,
click here and for any further questions, please contact us at (650) 595-7492.
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10th Annual Beautiful Belmont Awards – Seeking Nominations
The City of Belmont City Council proudly announces the upcoming 10th Annual Beautiful Belmont
Awards Program. The City is calling for nominations from the community for both the Residential
and Commercial categories. Awards will be presented at the City Council Meeting on Tuesday,
December 13th at 7:00 PM.
This recognition program is designed to acknowledge individuals, businesses, and community
groups who have enhanced the community by making significant exterior improvements to their
Belmont properties. Eligible improvements include the enhancement, upgrading, reconstruction,
or replacement of a property, making it more visually appealing as well as enriching the
surrounding neighborhood or district.
For more information on the Beautiful Belmont Awards Program, or to submit a nomination,
please visit the City’s website at www.belmont.gov/beautifulbelmont, call (650) 595-7433 or email at nvoelker@belmont.gov.
Examples of previous years’ winners:

Residential

Special Category

City Manager’s Weekly Update

November 4, 2016

Parking Traffic and Safety Committee
The Parking Traffic and Safety Committee (PTSC) is available to residents to help address parking
and traffic concerns in their neighborhood. Residents may submit their concern or
recommendation to the PTSC who will evaluate the request based on current policy, regulations,
and existing traffic data in the area. The PTSC will also perform field investigations as required.
Typical items considered by the PTSC include installation of stop signs, red curbs, streetlights and
speed humps, as well as the placement of advisory signs and crosswalks.
Any proposed solution or recommendation will require notification to residents in the area and
the item will be placed on a PTSC meeting agenda. Nearby residents may express their support
or opposition to an item and offer additional information or input by attending the meeting, or
contacting the PTSC via email or phone. Some traffic related items such as the installation of red
curb require City Council approval. After review of such items and input from nearby residents,
the PTSC will make a recommendation to the City Council for approval. For more information
including current polices and guidelines, and a PTSC request form, please visit the PTSC webpage
here.
Ralston Avenue Pedestrian Improvement Project Update
Construction of the pedestrian improvements on Ralston Avenue continues. Sidewalk and
concrete work continues through to next week. Once completed, the project will provide a
continuous and safe pedestrian sidewalk from South Road to the NDNU entrance by installing
new sidewalk and new retaining walls.
Follow the updates and check out the photos on the project page.
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Community Workshop - Tahoe Drive and Ralston Avenue Intersection Improvements
The Belmont-Redwood Shores School
District, in collaboration with the City of
Belmont, are working on a project to improve
several aspects of the intersection operations
at Tahoe Drive and Ralston Avenue. The
improvements are intended to ease traffic
congestion during school drop-off and pickup, improve pedestrian walkways, and
enhance public safety through signalization
and signage.
On Thursday night, November 3rd, the community attended
a meeting to learn about the proposal and to provide input
on the proposed enhanced traffic improvements and safety
measures.
Public participation has been an important and ongoing part
of the study and design process. The community has been
helping to guide the vision and the outcomes. For additional
information on upcoming background documents, and
other opportunities to share your thoughts please go to:
http://www.belmont.gov/Home/Components/FacilityDirectory/FacilityDirectory/372/696
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Davey Glen Park Construction Update
This week, the Parks and Recreation Commission received an
update on the progress of the Davey Glen Park Project. The
Davey Glen Park Project has been under construction since
July 2016 and is about 40% complete. This week the
construction crews worked on the entrance stairs, ramps,
drainage system, park sign, and playground equipment.
Next week the contractor will be working to complete the
entrance stairs, ramps, seat walls, park sign, and
playground. Current estimate for completion is March 2017
and the project cost $1,181,000.
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Alexander Park Restroom Project Update
In addition to Davey Glen Park, the Parks and Recreation Commission also heard an update on
the Alexander Park Restroom this week. The new restroom is a pre-fabricated model that
includes porcelain amenities inside, a water bottle filler, automatic door locks for nighttime,
electric hot water, and is fully ADA accessible. The restroom is under construction at the factory
(see photos) and is scheduled to be delivered this month (November). Preparation work is
needed at the site including building the foundation, trenching, and utility preparation. Because
this work the will be disruptive, the Parks and Recreation Department closed the park this week
for an estimated period of November and December 2016. Anticipated grand opening in January
2017.
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Storm Division










Twice weekly inspection of Water Dog Lake roadway, v-ditch, dam, dock and spillway
Inspected and cleaned Harbor and Ralston Pump Stations
Performed dissolved oxygen testing on the wet wells at Harbor and Ralston Pump
Stations
Inspected and cleaned 19 “hot spot” locations, on several occasions, throughout the
City. These locations are inlets or basins which accept substantial flow (and debris)
during rain events
Open the gates on the drainage standpipe at Water Dog Lake to accommodate
increased winter water volume
Video inspected 599 ft. of storm line
Swept 155 curb miles resulting in the acquisition of 14.85 tons of debris from the
roadways
Cleaned 36 drain inlets containing Full Capture Trash devices with the use of our
combination truck
Cleaned 144 drain inlets tops which had debris on them as a result of the recent rains

The Gates Opened At Water Dog Lake Spillway Tuesday Morning At 9:00 Am
Due to the release, higher than normal water levels Belmont Creek during the first 24 hours. The
Department of Water Resources Division of Dams requires the spillway gates to remain in the
fully open position from November through April 15th. Water releases allows the rainwater to
be released in a measured way due to rain events, and are necessary during the rainy season to
reduce possible flooding from the lake.
Click the video image
below to check out the 3
video snippets:
The opening of the
gates, water release
through the dam, and
Belmont Creek filling
up.
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Sewer Division










Hydro cleaned 8,701 feet of sewer main
Video inspected 1,814 feet of sewer main
Emptied 10 city owned garbage cans around the city
The service truck (205) responded to 11 service calls
Inspected and cleaned 11 sewer pump stations
Cleaned flushable wipes from debris catcher at Ralston Ranch Sewer Pump Station
Closed out 211 sewer related Hansen work orders (Hansen is a computer program for
Asset Management)
Assisted Storm Division cleaning FTCD (Full trash capture devices) in drain inlets
Practiced sewer by-pass pumping using the Vactor combo truck in the event of a
sanitary sewer overflow or sewer repair requiring sewer main to be blocked for an
extended period of time.

Belmont Public Works Sewer staff conducted a practice test for setting up a sewer bypass in the event of a sanitary sewer overflow. Crews videotaped the practice for own
their in-house training for setting up the by-pass system.
Check out the Youtube Video
here.
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Traffic Operations























Performed weekly visual inspections for preventative maintenance of intersections
Performed visual inspection of lighted crosswalks
Painted 824 feet of red curb
Ralston banners – 2 down; 2up
Assisted Street Division paving on Anita Ct
Set foundation bolts and conduit for streetlight on Ralston Ave
Mounted and re-wired streetlight on Sixth Avenue between Ralston Ave and Hill St
Posted “NO PARKING” on Waltermire St
Fabricated 11 guide signs
Fabricated 1 regulatory sign
Picked up 2 knocked down signs and poles
Removed 2 sign poles
Repaired 3 trip hazards in sidewalk
Set 2 sleeves for telspar sign poles
Delivered and picked up 22 barricades in 3 locations to facilitate street closures
Replaced a missing reflector on Old County Road at O’Neill
Cleared vegetation to improve sight distance in 1 location
Repaired 3 signs
Attended Injury and Illness Prevention training
Attended Blood Borne Pathogen training
Repaired 2 streetlights
Removed stickers from 2 “STOP” signs
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Streets Division
















Performed maintenance on all chainsaws
Cleaned up corporation yard and made sure all material bins are covered
Rebuilt self-serve sandbag stations
Set up self-serve sandbag station at Barrett Community Center
Set up self-serve sandbag station at City Hall
Delivered pallet of sandbags to North Road
Dugout 8.40 tons of alligated asphalt on Anita Court
Put in 4 tons of class 2 and compacted with roller IFO Anita Court.
Put down 3 tons of hot AC and compacted with roller for first lift
Dugout 8.94 tons of alligated asphalt on Anita Court.
Put in 5 tons of class 2 and compacted with roller
Put down 4.01 tons of hot asphalt and compact with roller on Anita Ct. for first lift
Attended Injury and Illness Prevention
Attended Blood Borne Pathogen training
Marked out 21 Underground Service Alerts

Save Water, Prevent Stormwater Pollution
Install A Rain Barrel

BAWSCA, the Bay Area Water Supply and Conservation
Agency has extended their rain barrel rebate program.
You can get up to $100 rebate when you purchase a rain
barrel.

In partnership with the San Mateo Countywide
Water Pollution Prevention Program (a program
of the City/County Association of Governments
of San Mateo County), BAWSC and
participating member agencies are offering
rebates of up to $100 per rain barrel for the
purchase and installation of qualifying rain
barrels
For more information, visit BAWSCA
FLOWSTOBAY

or
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TRAFFIC ADVISORIES
Week of November 7th – 11th
We understand your time is precious, so we are planning to provide you with up-to-date
information so you have greater control over your drive, with insights that allow you to discover
the best route so you can save time. We are bringing you the traffic advisory weekly updates on
currently known roadway and related projects, and private utility work (based on street
encroachment permits), to provide you an opportunity to look ahead, plan your travel times and
check delays due to various street activities.

Complete Road Closure

Driving Lane Closure

Travel Restrictions Localized

RALSTON AVENUE (Between South Rd And NDNU East Driveway)
9/09 through Mid-November 2016 24/7
Driving Lane Closure and lane shifts
The Ralston Avenue Pedestrian Improvement Project is now underway.
Construction is currently taking place on Ralston Avenue between South Road and
the east NDNU driveway entrance. Construction will require the shifting of the
westbound traffic lane and removing the center two-way left turn lanes. Left turns
into driveways within the project limits will not be permitted. This traffic lane
reconfiguration will be implemented 24 hours a day, 7 days a week throughout
the duration of construction. Please anticipate delays and plan your routes
accordingly.
ANITA COURT
11/07 and 11/10 8:00AM-5:00PM
Travel Restrictions Localized
The Public Works Streets Division will be conducting roadway repairs on Anita Court from
8:00am to 5:00pm, Monday and Thursday. Two-way traffic will be maintained at all times.
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Parks and Recreation
Parks
Two irrigation valves were replaced on El Camino
Real at Ralston Avenue. A repair earlier in the year
had left significant debris in the pipes which caused
the valves to malfunction. The old valves were
removed and the pipe was opened up and flushed
out to remove rock and debris. As part of the
repair and valve replacement, a filter was added to
the manifold to catch any debris that may still be
present.

The filtration system will ensure proper function of the
irrigation valves for years to come. A leaking irrigation valve
was replaced at Semeria Park as well.
Winter maintenance was conducted in the open space along
Water Dog Road as wattles and sandbags were replaced to
properly channel runoff. Straw wattles act as a barrier that
direct runoff in the proper direction. Debris was also cleared
from the v-ditches along the road. Several downed trees were
cleared from the Lower Lake Loop trail.
At Twin Pines and Belameda Park, sand was added to the play
areas. The playground fiber was smoothed and regraded around
the play structures and underneath the swings.
Trees and branches were
removed
for
pedestrian
clearance along Ralston Avenue
between South Road and Chula
Vista.

City Manager’s Weekly Update

November 4, 2016

Recreation
Belmont Community Learning Center
On October 31 at 10:00am BCLC had a Halloween Party. Boswick the Clown performed, followed
by a costume parade, trick or treating at Citibank, and a lunch for everyone

“Pokémon Go in the Park” took place this past Friday, in Twin Pines Park. Although this event is
not sponsored by Parks and Recreation, it is intended to highlight our community coming
together. These events are taking place Friday afternoons from 3:30 – 6:00 pm, and all ages are
welcome. A caring Belmont resident, Jake Ketchum, is handing out free water and snacks to
players, as well as offering a free charging station to those needing to refuel battery life.
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V.O.I.C.E.S. completed their October service project, with the “Twin Pines Park & Creek” cleanup
event. We had 11 volunteer members work together to pick up loose items of trash. Public Works
provided the materials and disposed of all the trash. The event was a huge success with members
filling buckets full of various items. The VOICES members really enjoy making a difference, and
understand how important community service is.

This month members from Belmont’s Fire Department visited the Twin Pines Senior &
Community Center for a Pizza Lunch. There was Halloween Trivia, tips on home safety challenges
for older adults as well as a Question and Answer session.
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LOCAL AGENCY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Rethink Waste invites you to
Celebrate America Recycles Day!
November 19th from 10 am -1 pm. Save the Date!

San Mateo County residents can participate in a family fun-filled day with tours,
giveaways, arts and activities and more. Residents can also bring their EWaste, documents for shredding, and pick up free compost.
Visit Rethink Waste for more information.
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Community Calendars
Twin Pines Community Center
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