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4th of July Safety Tips
With the July 4th holiday approaching the Belmont Fire Department wants to
remind all residents that it is unlawful for any person to sell, store, possess or
discharge any fireworks, including both dangerous and “safe and sane”
fireworks. Additionally, with the continuing drought the Department wants to
remind residents of the importance of maintaining vegetation around their
homes by taking the following actions:
 Remove dead plants, grass and weeds around structures.
 Remove dead or dry leaves and pine needles from your yard, roof and rain
gutters.
 Remove vegetation and items that could catch fire from around and under
decks.
 Create a separation between trees, shrubs and items
that could catch fire, such as patio furniture, swing
sets etc.
For more information on this and other information on fire safety
please go to http://www.belmont.gov/city-hall/police/belmont-firenews or call (650) 595-7492.

************************************************************************
National Night Out
National Night Out is always held the first Tuesday of August, this year
being August 2nd. The City of Belmont is very active in this annual event,
which is a way for neighbors to meet neighbors, and to provide some
home safety information to help keep your neighborhood safe. There are
10 CONFIRMED locations so far (see below), and we’re hoping to add
more. We are especially interested in getting someone from California
Cottages or the Farallons to host an event, since there is currently
nothing on the east side of the City. You could host a block party, or
simply put up a table in your driveway and have an ice cream social. There is an active committee
that helps plan this event, made up of some city staff and event hosts. They can help you plan
something for your neighborhood. The next meeting of the committee will be Wednesday, July 27,
at 6:30 p.m. at City Hall.
Consider joining the fun! For more information, contact Terri Cook, City Clerk, at (650) 595-7414 or
tcook@belmont.gov
The following locations have been confirmed to date:
 Homeview (O’Donnell Park)
 Sterling Downs (Alexander Park)
 Downtown (Good Sheppard Church 1300 Fifth)
 Central Lyon Ave (1900 Lyon)
 Central Alameda (Congressional Church 751 Alameda)
 Carlmont Shopping Center
 Belmont Library
 Western Hills (2625 Carlmont)
 Plateau Skymont (3225 Adelaide)
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PLANNING COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARING

SINGLE - FAMILY HOME & TREE REGULATION UPDATES
**SECONDARY UNIT REGULATIONS**
Thursday, July 7, 2016
7:00 PM
Belmont City Hall
One Twin Pines Lane, Second Floor
Belmont, California
Special/Closed/etc.
Special/Closed/etc.

On Thursday July 7th at 7:00 PM, in the City Council Chambers located at Belmont City Hall at
One Twin Pines Lane, the Planning Commission will conduct a public hearing to review and
discuss the next topic of proposed amendments for the Single-Family Home & Tree Regulation
Updates project. The focus of the July 7th Commission meeting will be updates to the Secondary
Unit Regulations (Staff Report).
This public hearing follows up on successful Community Outreach Workshops held in November
& December 2015, and public hearing review and adoption of the following project amendments:
1)
2)

Single Family Design Review Process, Residential Design Guidelines/Criteria, General
Regulations, and Definitions in February 2016.
Parking Regulations in June 2016.

The City encourages your participation. Attendees will have an opportunity to express their
thoughts and provide comments at this public hearing. This meeting will be televised.
For more information, meeting updates, and to provide comments, please visit the project
website: www.belmont.gov/remodel
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FY 2017 Budget
The FY 2017 Budget was adopted at the regular Council meeting on June 28th.
Below are some of the highlights of the FY 2017 Budget:
 The City has improved operationally; however, the condition of the City’s infrastructure
is in crisis.
 The FY 2017 Budget is balanced, operations have stabilized and long term projections are
encouraging. The proposed FY 2017 Budget estimates an improved ending General Fund
Balance of $9.7M.
 Key elements of next year’s financial plan include public outreach efforts to address the
community’s expressed priorities for Belmont, which include: 1) Maintaining 911
emergency response times and neighborhood police patrols; 2) Fixing streets; 3)
Improving the City’s 50-year-old, deteriorated storm drain infrastructure; 4) Fortifying
fiscal strategies and guaranteeing revenue streams that cannot be taken by the state.
 A one-time allocation of funding to replenish a $1M reserve for Emergency Repairs is
provided in the proposed FY 2017 Budget. The City has nearly $100M in unmet road,
street, and storm drain infrastructure needs alone, and continued deferral of critical
maintenance will only increase these needs in the future.
 The Budget supports Belmont’s core values and includes funding for Council’s highest
priorities:



The five-year forecast predicts stable reserve levels for the planning period. Future fund
balances are projected to be above the $5M minimum reserve requirement and within
the policy reserve target of 33% operating expenditures.

The City’s Audit Committee reviewed the Budget on June 17th and unanimously recommended
approval along with increasing the City Council’s Contingency to $250,000, which the Council did.
The Proposed Budget is posted online and can be found at www.belmont.gov/budget. Hard copies of
the Budget are also available in the City Clerk’s Office, and at the Belmont Public Library.
Triple Flip Unwind
In 2004, California voters approved Proposition 57, the California Economic Recovery Bond Act, which
authorized the issuance of up to $15 billion in bonds to close the State’s budget deficit. To guarantee
bond repayment, the State pledged a new excise tax and simultaneously lowered the City’s sales tax
rate by .25 percent. Through a complex revenue swapping procedure involving Counties-CitiesSchools, called “Triple Flip”, the City’s .25 percent was backfilled with property tax. One of the issues
with implementing the Triple Flip is that it caused lags in the timing of receipt of taxes. As a
consequence, the City experienced a one-time implementation loss of sales tax during 2004. Now,
the City will experience a one-time wind down gain of sales tax in 2017.
Belmont has just been informed that the one-time payment from the Triple Flip Unwind is
$406,218.97. The amount has been reflected in the FY 2017 Budget.
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RALSTON AVENUE PEDESTRIAN IMPROVEMENT
PROJECT IS OUT TO BID
The City of Belmont has secured a federal grant to help fund the
construction of the Ralston Avenue Pedestrian Improvement
Project. The purpose of this project is to create a safe and continuous pedestrian sidewalk along
the north side of Ralston Avenue, from South Road to the Notre Dame de Namur University east
driveway entrance.
Work involves installing new concrete sidewalks, clearing and grubbing and removal of trees,
logs, bushes, and stumps within the limits of designated work areas. Additional work will require
grading and relocation of existing curbs and gutters, and the required ADA compliant curb ramps
and driveway approaches. This work will require the relocation of existing retaining walls, all
within existing street right-of-way, to accommodate the construction of the new accessible
sidewalks.
This project is now out to bid, and we anticipate awarding a construction contract by late July.
Construction is anticipated to begin mid-August and continue through mid-October 2016. The
contractor will be delivering/posting construction information with specific dates and times
regarding this project. Work hours will be Monday through Friday from 8AM to 5PM, and no work
will occur on weekends. For detailed project information, you can visit the City Project Page HERE.
During construction, the contractor will coordinate with the local residence regarding access
in/out of their driveway as well as provide traffic control/signs for pedestrians and motorists to
help with traffic and pedestrian flow.
For more information about this Ralston Avenue Pedestrian Improvement Project, please contact
the Public Works Department @ (650) 595-7425 or Pworks@belmont.gov
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Infiltration and Inflow (I&I) Detection and Elimination Program
Infiltration is when groundwater enters the sanitary sewer through defective, broken or offset
pipes. Roots can grow into these defective pipes and eventually block the sewer lines. Inflow is
stormwater that enters the sanitary sewer system through roof drains, downspouts, sump
pumps, yard drains, foundation drains and storm drain cross-connections.
Wet weather magnifies existing inflow and infiltration sources. As a rain event starts, infiltration
and inflow sources begin to fill the sanitary sewer system with stormwater. If the sanitary sewer
system reaches capacity or becomes overloaded, waste water will flow backward through the
system, flooding basements or households or causing manholes to pop open releasing
wastewater into the street.
The City’s I&I Detection and Elimination program primarily identifies instances of I&I through
video inspection and smoke testing of sewer lines. I&I problems within the City’s sewer lines are
scheduled for repair by City crews or prioritized for inclusion in a construction contract. When
I&I problems are identified on private property or private sewer laterals, the Public Works notifies
the property owner and requests the repairs.
To find out how you can help prevent I & I, visit our Infiltration and Inflow page and check out
our brochure.
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City-Wide Sanitary Sewer Root Foaming Preventative Maintenance Underway
In an ongoing effort to conduct preventative
maintenance on the sanitary sewer mains, Public
Works maintenance staff has scheduled Dukes Root
Foaming (City’s contractor) to treat 43,000 feet of
sewer main city-wide. The root foaming project
started on June 21st and is anticipated to be complete
in early July.
Root foam is a thick,
shaving
cream
consistency foam will be
released into the sanitary
sewer lines to kill roots on
contact within the line,
and help prevent root
regrowth for 3 years. Trees and other above ground vegetation are
not harmed. Razorooter® II, the product used is the only diquatbased herbicide registered by the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) for controlling nuisance tree roots in sanitary sewer line
collection systems and received a classification of “evidence of noncarcinogenicity for humans” (USEPA Diquat R.E.D. Facts, July 1995).
Root control is an important element of an effective overall strategy
to maintain sewer systems.
Duke’s Root Foaming staff has been placing door hangers in advance of root foaming to inform
residents of upcoming treatment and will notify residents if they need access to an easement on
their property.
If residents have any questions, they may contact the Public Works Department at (650) 5957425.

Storm Division










Performed twice weekly inspection of Water Dog Lake roadway, v-ditch, dam, dock,
and spillway
Cleaned and inspected both Harbor and Ralston Storm Pump Stations
Performed dissolved oxygen testing in the wet wells of Harbor and Ralston Storm
Pump Stations
Inspected 2,140 feet of storm lines through the use of closed circuit tv
Completed 40 Underground Service Alert mark-outs
Replaced 12 “Flows to Bay” decals
Inspected approximately 150 drain inlets
Cleaned 20 stormdrain inlet tops
Swept 143 curb miles resulting in the acquisition of 11.23 tons of debris
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Streets Division











Ralston Banners-1 down and 1 up
Filled pot hole at Lower Lock at Plateau
Filled 22 potholes on Shoreway Road
Filled 12 potholes on Ralston between Lyall and Alameda
Saw cut and dug out 4.95 tons of asphalt at 2 locations in front of 1145 Alameda
Put down 5 tons of hot asphalt and compacted with roller
Saw cut and dug out 1.83 tons of asphalt across from 2130 Ralston on east bound # 1
lane
Put down 2.99 tons of hot asphalt and compacted with roller
Saw cut and dug out 3.76 tons of asphalt across from 2130 on east bound # 2 lane
Put down 4.50 tons of hot asphalt and compacted with roller

Traffic Operations
















Weekly visual inspections for preventative maintenance of intersections
Visual inspection of lighted crosswalks
Fabricated 10 signs
Assisted Street Division paving
Attended International Municipal Signal Association certification training for “Sign
and Pavement Marking Technician”
Attended International Municipal Signal Association certification training for “Traffic
Signal Technician Level I”
Repaired 7 street lights
Installed 2 new dedicated 20 amp circuits for the City’s new 9-1-1 system
Disconnected service to damaged street light cabling belonging to CalTrans
Removed graffiti at one location
Placed temporary “STOP” signs at El Camino and Middle during power outage
Repaired 3 signs
Pruned trees that were blocking the solar panel for the lighted crosswalk at
Maywood and Ralston
Converted 65 lights from compact florescent to LED on the Children’s Bridge
Reviewed and commented on the Emergency Response Plan/ Lockout/Tagout for
Naughton pump station
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Sewer Division














Hydro cleaned 7,573 feet of sewer main
Videoed 554 feet of sewer main
Emptied 10 city owned garbage cans around the city
The service truck (205) responded to 11 service calls
Inspected and cleaned 11 sewer pump stations
Cleaned flushable wipes from debris catcher at Ralston Ranch Sewer Pump Station
Closed out 89 sewer related Hansen work orders
Attended daily morning safety/work schedule meetings
Assisted Streets Division with underground service alert mark outs
Hydro cleaned city sewer main easements in the Central Neighborhood
City Contractor “Dukes Root Control” treated 14,262 feet of City sewer main to curb
root intrusion into mains
Attended training class for Grade 3 and Grade 4 CWEA (California Water Environment
Association) certification
Purchased new spare pumps for North Road and Naughton Sewer Pump Stations, and
an impeller for Hiller Street Pump Station (Pictured below)

New pump (North Rd Pump station)



New pump (Naughton Pump station) Impeller (Hiller Street Pump Station)

Purchased several new jet nozzles to conduct hydro cleaning of storm and sewer
mains (Pictured below)

New jet nozzle for storm lines

New jet nozzle for sewer lines
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Unlike sanitary sewers, Belmont storm drains discharge directly into our creeks and the San
Francisco Bay untreated. Illicit discharges of contaminants in or around a storm drain is
illegal. Discharges pollute our waters, harm fish and wildlife, and can impact plant life. Some
examples of illicit discharges include soapy carwash water, construction materials, washing or
dumping of paint or motor oil, sediment or silt, hosing of garbage can and compost bins.

Paint in Belmont Creek Dec. 2015
Visit flowstobay.org for proper
ways of recycling and discarding
different types of waste such as
paint and motor oil, and other
tips on keeping our waterways
clean. Remember, only rain in
the storm drain.

Be sure to report illicit
discharges and spills
595-7425
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Parks and Recreation
Parks
Field maintenance continued this week
as the sports fields were aerovated and
slit seeded. The aerovation process uses
a machine with vibrating tines which
penetrate the soil and vibrate at such a
rate of speed that they break up
compacted soil. This allows water and
oxygen to more easily penetrate the root
zone of the grass. Slit seeding utilizes a
tractor attachment that makes a slit in
the soil and then deposits grass
seed. This is an effective way to restore larger worn areas in the sports turf.
Several irrigation valves were repaired on Ralston Field. These aging valves were working
intermittently and the retrofits applied will make them operate reliably.

The bathrooms at Sports Complex received deep cleanings this week. After the deep cleaning,
the bathroom walls and floor were painted. The deep cleaning coupled with the new paint
greatly improved the aesthetics of the bathrooms at the Sports Complex.
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Recreation
Camp SOAR
Campers got hands on this week in camp. We cooked up some
veggie pizzas, got up close with the animals at our petting zoo,
and hammered & painted their way through clubhouses at
Adventure Playground!

Mugglebee Theatre camp is wrapping up their first session with a performance tonight
at Fox Theatre!
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