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FY 2017 Budget
The FY 2017 Budget was introduced at the Council’s June 14th meeting and a public hearing to
consider adoption of the budget is scheduled for the upcoming Council Meeting on June 28th.
Below are some of the highlights of the proposed FY 2017 Budget:
 The City has improved operationally; however, the condition of the City’s
infrastructure is in crisis.
 The FY 2017 Budget is balanced, operations have stabilized and long term projections
are encouraging. The proposed FY 2017 Budget estimates an improved ending
General Fund Balance of $9.7M.
 Key elements of next year’s financial plan include public outreach efforts to address
the community’s expressed priorities for Belmont, which include: 1) Maintaining 911
emergency response times and neighborhood police patrols; 2) Fixing streets; 3)
Improving the City’s 50-year-old, deteriorated storm drain infrastructure; 4) Fortifying
fiscal strategies and guaranteeing revenue streams that cannot be taken by the state.
 A one-time allocation of funding to replenish a $1M reserve for Emergency Repairs is
provided in the proposed FY 2017 Budget. The City has nearly $100M in unmet road,
street, and storm drain infrastructure needs alone, and continued deferral of critical
maintenance will only increase these needs in the future.

(examples of sinkhole, corroded streetlight base and flooding)


The Budget supports Belmont’s core values and includes funding for Council’s highest
priorities:



The five-year forecast predicts stable reserve levels for the planning period. Future
fund balances are projected to be above the $5M minimum reserve requirement and
within the policy reserve target of 33% operating expenditures.

The City’s Audit Committee reviewed the Budget on June 17th and unanimously recommended
its approval along with increasing the City Council’s Contingency to $250,000.
The Proposed Budget is posted online and can be found at www.belmont.gov/budget. Hard
copies of the Budget are also available in the City Clerk’s Office, and at the Belmont Public Library.
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RALSTON AVENUE PEDESTRIAN IMPROVEMENT
PROJECT IS OUT TO BID
The City of Belmont has secured a federal grant to help fund the
construction of the Ralston Avenue Pedestrian Improvement
Project. The purpose of this project is to create a safe and continuous pedestrian sidewalk along
the north side of Ralston Avenue, from South Road to the Notre Dame de Namur University east
driveway entrance.
Work involves installing new concrete sidewalks, clearing and grubbing and removal of trees,
logs, bushes, and stumps within the limits of designated work areas. Additional work will require
grading and relocation of existing curbs and gutters, and the required ADA compliant curb ramps
and driveway approaches. This work will require the relocation of existing retaining walls, all
within existing street right-of-way, to accommodate the construction of the new accessible
sidewalks.
This project is now out to bid, and we anticipate awarding a construction contract by late July.
Construction is anticipated to begin mid-August and continue through mid-October 2016. The
contractor will be delivering/posting construction information with specific dates and times
regarding this project. Work hours will be Monday through Friday from 8AM to 5PM, and no work
will occur on weekends. For detailed project information, you can visit the City Project Page HERE.
During construction, the contractor will coordinate with the local residence regarding access
in/out of their driveway as well as provide traffic control/signs for pedestrians and motorists to
help with traffic and pedestrian flow.
For more information about this Ralston Avenue Pedestrian Improvement Project, please contact
the Public Works Department @ (650) 595-7425 or Pworks@belmont.gov
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National Night Out
National Night Out is always held the first Tuesday of August, this year
being August 2nd. The City of Belmont is very active in this annual
event, which is a way for neighbors to meet neighbors, and to provide
some home safety information to help keep your neighborhood safe.
There were 12 individual event locations last year (see map). We are
hoping to grow by adding more event locations this year, especially in
the areas that are currently underserved. We are especially interested
in getting someone from California Cottages or the Farallons to host
an event, since there is currently nothing on the east side of the City. You could host a block party,
or simply put up a table in your driveway and have an ice cream social. There is an active
committee that helps plan this event, made up of some city staff and event hosts. They can help
you plan something for your neighborhood. The next meeting of the committee will be
Wednesday, June 15th, at 6:30 p.m. at City Hall.
Consider joining the fun! For more information, contact Terri Cook, City Clerk, at (650) 595-7414
or tcook@belmont.gov.
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Parks and Recreation
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Parks Improvements on 2nd Novartis Volunteer Day
Belmont had another volunteer day last Friday (6/17) with Novartis Pharmaceuticals that
included:






About 30 volunteers came from Novartis and they appreciated seeing the positive results on their
work.
Building three new large planter boxes in the Barrett Community Garden. The planter boxes are
going to be used as part of the enhanced youth programs at Barrett. Basically, middle school
students will be part of a gardening program that will be developed by the new Youth Advisory
Committee that Belmont is creating for the Fall of 2016. The goal is to get kids growing!
Improvements to the fence, picnic areas, benches, and amenities. Novartis volunteers spread
chips along the improved fence corridor and picnic areas, painted old picnic benches, and painted
the basketball poles.
The team had lunch in the Buckeye picnic area

Community Learning Center
June is Community Service Month. During
the month of June BCLC parents or
community members are speaking to the
children about their occupations. Yanfang
Li is a High School Math Teacher and
Nancy Young is an accountant.
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Gone Fishing!
This past Saturday, our second “Get
Hooked on Fishing Class” took place at
Waterdog Lake. We had 10 participants,
made up of 7 children ages 5-10 and 3
adults. At the previous class taught in April,
a common carp was caught and released
back into the lake. However, this time, the
fish outsmarted the anglers in attendance!
We used three different flavors of bait to
attract the fish; cheese, strawberry, and
corn. Participants learned how to properly
cast and were given tackle boxes to take
home.

This week Camp SOAR’s theme is “Sherwood Forest” and the Eagles got to develop some neat
archery skills at our Twin Pines “woods”, went on a field trip to Pump it Up, and have been playing
hard in our first week of camp!
Summer camps at the Barrett Community Center continue with the addition of; San Carlos
Children’s Theatre, Lego camp, and public speaking/debate camp.

Summer Aquatics
The 2016 Summer Aquatics Program is officially
underway! The community can take advantage of the
Carlmont High School Pool on those hot weekdays from
June 20 – July 22 (Closed Monday, July 4) and August 1August 5. We will be closed during the week of July 2529, due to a water polo tournament being held at the
pool. Lap Swim is available for those looking for a good
workout from 12:00pm-2:50pm, and Recreation Swim is
available to the general public from 1:00pm-2:50pm. The
admission fee is only $5.00 per person!
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Twin Pines and Community Center Giving Tree
A Giving Tree Ceremony was held in June to celebrate Rosemary Field’s donation in memory of
Mary, Mike & Tim McCall. The Belmont Senior Club wanted to honor a passed longtime member
Leta Land. Volunteers Terry Hill, Carolyn Webster, and Sirinee Tippakorn got their first leaf for 5
years of volunteer service, and Noel Tapia graduated from a Bronze Leaf to a Silver Leaf for his
10 years of service. Very kind and heartfelt words were said on behalf of the honorees and
representatives towards the Center.
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City-Wide Sanitary Sewer Root Foaming Preventative Maintenance Underway
In an ongoing effort to conduct preventative maintenance on
the sanitary sewer mains, Public Works maintenance staff has
scheduled Dukes Root Foaming (City’s contractor) to treat
43,000 feet of sewer main city-wide. The root foaming project
started on June 21st and is anticipated to be complete in early
July.
Root foam is a thick, shaving cream consistency foam will be
released into the sanitary sewer lines to kill roots on contact
within the line, and help prevent root regrowth for 3
years. Trees and other above
ground vegetation are not harmed. Razorooter® II, the product
used is the only diquat-based herbicide registered by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for controlling nuisance tree
roots in sanitary sewer line collection systems and received a
classification of “evidence of non-carcinogenicity for humans” (USEPA
Diquat R.E.D. Facts, July 1995). Root control is an important element
of an effective overall strategy to maintain sewer systems.
Duke’s Root Foaming staff has been placing door hangers in advance
of root foaming to inform residents of upcoming treatment and will
notify residents if they need access to an easement on their property.
If residents have any questions, they may contact the Public Works
Department at (650) 595-7425.

Storm Division






Performed twice weekly inspection of Water Dog Lake roadway, v-ditch, dam, dock, and
spillway
Cleaned and inspected both Harbor and Ralston Storm Pump Stations
Conducted 2 on-land trash cleanups at our “hot spot” locations (behind Carlmont
Shopping Center and O’Neill Slough south)
Hydo-flushed (cleaned) 330 feet of storm mainline
Inspected 1,240 of storm mainline by way of Closed Circuit TV
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Inspected 250 drain inlets assessing the “Flows to Bay” markers which accompany each
one. Replaced 17 said markers and cleaned 123 drain inlet tops
Gave presentation at the San Mateo Countywide Water Pollution Prevention Program
Committee meeting on the City of Belmont’s Best Practices for inspecting, cleaning and
reporting on Full Trash Capture Devices
Swept 145 curb miles resulting in the acquisition of 11.86 tons of debris from the
roadways
Investigated a report of the traffic signal at Ralston Ave at Belmont Canyon Road failing
to cycle through yellow on the way from green to red. After observing signals at
intersection working correctly through several cycles it was determined that the
problem had self-remedied
Responded to a call concerning a sinkhole report on Molitor Road. Staff performed a
video inspection on the sewer lateral and City mainline near the failure and discovered
that the sinkhole was caused by a defective private lateral.

Streets Division








Put up Ralston Banner on West pole
Dug out 1.35 tons of asphalt on the 2500 block of Comstock
Put down 2.82 tons of hot asphalt concrete on the 2500 block of Comstock
Dug out 4.80 tons of asphalt on the 2800 block of San Ardo
Put down 5.99 tons of hot asphalt concrete on the 2800 block of San Ardo
Dug out 13.77 tons of asphalt on the 1200 block of Alameda de las Pulgas
Put down 6.42 tons of hot asphalt concrete on the 1200 block of Alameda de las Pulgas

Sewer Division










Hydro cleaned 4,696 feet of sewer main
Videoed 988 feet of sewer main
Emptied 10 city owned garbage cans around the city
The service truck (205) responded to 9 service calls
Inspected and cleaned 11 sewer pump stations
Cleaned flushable wipes from debris catcher at Ralston Ranch Sewer Pump Station
Closed out 57 sewer related Hansen work orders
Attended daily morning safety/work schedule meetings
Assisted Streets Division with underground service alert mark outs
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Left 42 door hangers to inform residents that city staff may need to go onto their
property to locate sewer manholes in easements for hydro cleaning
Hydro cleaned city sewer main easements in the Central Neighborhood
Attended bi-weekly safety training. This week’s training included “Road and Street
Maintenance”, and “Graffiti Removal and Painting over Graffiti”
Met with contractor for “Cathodic Protection Test” on the San Juan force main
Met with consultants from Schaff and Wheeler for field meetings at various spots
around the city for the new sewer project
City Contractor “Dukes Root Control” treated 4,000 feet of City sewer main to curb root
intrusion into mains
Assisted Storm Division to repair a sinkhole on the 1100 block of Chula Vista. The catch
basin was deteriorated and paved over during construction over 10 years ago.

Sink hole (1100 block of Chula Vista)

Found catch basin below

Storm staff installed piece of pipe in storm catch basin, and has abandon catch basin

Backfilled area with base rock and repaired 3-1/2” perforated drainage pipe

City Manager’s Weekly Update

June 24, 2016

City Manager’s Weekly Update

June 24, 2016

Prevent Pollution and Save Water
Every time you wash your car in your driveway, the carwash water can flow into the street
gutter and make its way to the storm drains. Contaminants such as oil, grease, metals, dirt and
soap get carried along and discharge directly into our creeks, ultimately ending up in the San
Francisco Bay. Taking your vehicle to a commercial car wash fights water pollution and saves
up to 150 gallons of water per wash.
The San Mateo Countywide Water Pollution Prevention Program is offering residents a 20% off
coupon good at 11 participating eco-friendly car washes throughout the County.
To sign up, text “carwash” to 38470, or sign up at www.flowstobay.org/carwash
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Got Ants? Get S. E. R. I. O. U. S.
Don’t play around with spray when there are better ways to keep ants
away. Switching from spraying pesticides to less toxic, more effective
practices helps the environment while keeping your home safer for your
family and pets.
Visit www.gotantsgetserious.org to find out how to handle those pesky little
insects.
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Community Calendars
Twin Pines Community Center
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