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Governor’s Revised State Budget
This week the Governor released his May revision of the State’s FY 2017
Budget, revealing new spending commitments resulting from a $1.9 billion
reduction in the tax revenue forecast from January, due to sluggish income tax
and sales tax receipts. The Governor also reported that an increase in General
Fund costs ($39 billion in 2016-17) is expected, due to the state’s recent
legislation raising the statewide minimum wage. In his message, Governor
Brown emphasized that, barring any significant changes, the State Budget is in
balance over the next two years, aided by a reduced contribution to the Rainy Day Fund reserves.
However, the Governor also warned that, in coming years, the state’s commitments will exceed
expected revenues, and that within a few years, the annual shortfall between spending and revenues
is forecast to be over $4 billion, due in large part – but not entirely – to the expiration of the temporary
taxes imposed under Proposition 30. This November, a 12-year extension of Proposition 30 income tax
rates will be on the ballot for the voters to decide. Until this decision is made, the Governor emphasized
that no significant new ongoing spending commitments should be made. The current fiscal year is the
last one with the full revenues from Proposition 30, and the budget is projected to return to deficit
spending when Proposition 30 revenues expire.
The Governor warned that maintaining fiscal balance is an ongoing challenge that will require restraint
and prudence, and that year-to-year fluctuations should be expected. While the budget assumes
continued expansion of the economy, there are a few signs of a less than robust economy. However,
as a result of paying off many of its budgetary debts and setting aside funds in the Rainy Day Fund,
California is better prepared for a potential recession than it was two years ago. The Governor noted
that key areas of the State’s vulnerability included revenue volatility, insufficient reserves, revenue and
spending flexibility, and fixed costs such as infrastructure debt and retirement obligations, which lock
in more than 10% of General Fund spending. In the short term, fully funding the Rainy Day Fund
remains the main fiscal goal of the state.
Of particular relevance to Belmont, the Budget revise
includes a package of additional funding for state and local
transportation priorities, such as a new $65.00 Road
Improvement Charge on all vehicles, including hybrids and
electrics, which is expected to bring in an estimated $2
billion. In addition, approximately $500 million is expected
by stabilizing the Gasoline Excise Tax to 18¢ and eliminating
the current annual adjustments in FY2017-18. An 11¢
increase in the Diesel Excise Tax is also proposed beginning
in FY2017-18 and would be adjusted annually for inflation to maintain purchasing power. The Governor
estimates that, over the next ten years, the proposed transportation package will provide $16.2 billion
for highway repairs and maintenance, and invest $2.3 billion in the state’s trade corridors. This is
positive news for Belmont, as local roads will receive more than $13.5 billion in new funding. The
Governor’s revise also revealed partial first-year resources from the transportation package of nearly
$1.6 billion, part of which will be distributed to local streets and roads and will reflect a $342 million
increase in Shared Revenues to be allocated by the Controller to cities and counties for local road
maintenance according to existing formulas.
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Curiously, the Governor proposes, through the budget bill, a major land use change that would include
“by-right” land use entitlement for multifamily infill housing developments that include an affordable
housing component. Under the proposed legislation, local governments, including Belmont, would not
be able to require a conditional use permit, planned unit development permit, or other discretionary
local government review or approval for qualifying developments that include affordable housing,
provided they are consistent with general plan and zoning standards. However, they would be subject
to mitigating measures to address potential environmental harm.
City's 2015 Belmont Pavement Reconstruction Project Receives Project of the Year Award.
The Silicon Valley Chapter of the American Public Works Association
(APWA) awarded the City with the “2016 Public Works Project of the
Year” Award for the Belmont Pavement Reconstruction Project.
The City received its award in the Environment/Sustainable Category.
This project marked a major milestone for the City as it signified the
completion of its first sustainable street reconstruction project.
The project installed a new 350 square foot bio-retention facility, new
storm drain facilities, replaced 630 linear feet of sewer main and
1,140 linear feet of storm drain mains, installed 11 ADA curb ramps,
1,000 feet of new sidewalks, and reconstructed 94,000 square feet of
pavement. New crosswalks, bicycle markings, traffic signs, and two
transit (bus) stops were also installed.
The APWA Project of the Year
Awards promote excellence in
the
management
and
administration of public works
projects by recognizing the
alliance between the managing
agency,
the
consultant/architect/
engineer, and the contractor
who, working together to
complete
public
works
projects.
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Public Works Week Open-House a Huge Success
"Public Works-Always There" was the theme to this years’ National Public Works Week
(NPWW). NPWW celebrates the women and men who provide and maintain the infrastructure and
services collectively known as public works. In a concerted effort to bring public awareness to “behind
the scenes” workings of the daily maintenance and operation in operating the City. Mid-Peninsula
Water District, Recology, and Belmont Parks and Recreation also participated in the event.
In attendance were over 245 school students,
adults and families that filled the meadow at Twin
Pines Park just after the event started. Event-goers
strolled through the park and visited the many
displays to learn about water pollution prevention,
Belmont’s watershed and water supply, recycling
and composting, Park and Recreation classes, as
well as City projects. Stationed in the center of the
park was the children’s all-time favorite game- Red
Light, Green Light. Kids lined up to play this game
that was operated by the Traffic Division using a real street light. Winning a prize at the finish line was
their main objective. Little ones played bean bag toss with the NPWW mascot, PAWS.
The Public Works Maintenance and Operations
brought out the Big “Tonka Trucks” for the fleet
exhibit, as well as the Police SUV and motorcycle. Kids
of all ages had an opportunity to sit in and have their
photo taken while sitting in some of the trucks, tractor
and backhoe.
Live demonstrations included sewer pipe cleaning, sewer video camera, water supply in our
watershed, and pavement repair videos.
After visiting the many activities the event offered, attendees were able to take part in the BBQ that
was provided.
On behalf of the City’s Public Works and Parks & Recreation Departments, Mid-Peninsula Water
District and Recology of San Mateo County, thank you for coming out and celebrating with us. We’ll
see you next year!
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The Public Works Department would like to recognize PW Office Assistant and San Mateo Countywide
Water Pollution Prevention Program (SMCWPPP) Public Information Representative Diane Lynn who
is instrumental in organizing the annual event for the community.

“Public Works Always There” – Celebrating the Women and Men that
Keep our City Running
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Demonstrations and Displays

We Appreciate Our Community Support
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Community Development Department
Residential Design Review Tier System
It has been nearly four weeks since the new Residential Design Review tier system become effective for
single family homes. The new tier system has established thresholds that will streamline the review
process depending on the type of project. Certain projects that formerly would have required a public
hearing before the Planning Commission will now be heard by a Zoning Administrator. This modification
will shorten discretionary review by a few months. Here is a short summary of what has occurred in the
last four weeks:
 Staff has prepared new applications, handouts and processes that will facilitate review at the
various tiers
 Six projects were submitted at the Tier 1 threshold that will be reviewed by the Planning staff
 Five projects were submitted at the Tier 2 threshold that will be reviewed by the Zoning
Administrator
 Two projects have been submitted at the Tier 3 threshold that will be considered by the Planning
Commission

Single Family Home & Tree Regulations Update – Parking Regulations
This past Tuesday, the Planning Commission unanimously approved a recommendation to the City
Council that would amend the residential parking requirements. The changes are to the Belmont City
Code Chapter 7, the Belmont Zoning Ordinance Section 2 (Definitions), and Section 8 (Off-Street Parking
and Loading). The proposed changes relate to the number, type, size, and location of off street parking
spaces for single family residential and duplex properties. This item is tentatively scheduled for review by
the City Council at their June 14th meeting.
For more information, meeting updates, and to provide comments, please visit the project website:
www.belmont.gov/remodel

Crystal Springs Upland School
Demolition will soon begin on the two buildings that currently occupy 6, 8 & 10 Davis Drive; the site of
the new middle school for Crystal Springs Upland School (CSUS). Staff met this week with the Project
Coordinator and demolition contractor and reviewed the conditions of approval associated with the
demolition work. A demolition permit has been issued and a site meeting will be held next week in
advance of the work. The building permit for the project is in the final stages of review.
www.belmont.gov/csus

Building Division Activity
This week at the Permit Center:
 16 permits were applied for
 14 permits were issued
 70 inspections performed

3 plan checks were performed including the new restaurant at the Carlmont Shopping Center
— Waterdog Tavern
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Davey Glen Park
Last week, the construction contract for the long awaited Davey
Glen Park was approved by the Belmont City Council. The
successful bidder on the project is Star Construction, Inc. out of
San Bruno. Belmont residents may be familiar with this
company as they were the builders of Semeria Park that was
completed in 2011 in the Cipriani neighborhood. Staff is
confident that Star can build the park to the City’s specifications.
Tree work at the site is 99% completed with a couple of cleanup items remaining. No more trees
are being removed or trimmed, there are, however, a few stumps to grind. The work areas are
clear and the site is ready for construction of the park. Staff is working with the Parks and
Recreation Commission to expand the tree plantings in and around the park and will bring a plan
forward in the coming months. The additional trees would be oak, buckeyes, and other native
trees that enhance the site but do not result in safety or fire hazards. As can be seen in the photos,
many eucalyptus remain on the site that will fill in the gaps over time.
Recently, questions have
been raised about what was
done to protect birds during
the tree trimming and
removal.
Belmont staff
worked with trained staff
from the Davey Tree
Company to ensure that no
bird nests were disturbed as
part of the tree removal and pruning. Their crews receive training to identify and avoid working
on trees which contain bird nests and during this project no bird nests were disturbed. We look
forward to welcoming wildlife to the site with trees and
shrubs that are drought tolerant, non-invasive and
promote diversity among wildlife, including butterflies,
birds and insects crucial to our local eco-system.
City Council asked about adding a drinking water fountain
and lights to the park. Because there is no connection to
the sanitary sewer nearby, a drinking fountain would be a
challenge at the park. Staff is exploring ways to provide this amenity within the constraints of the
site. As for lighting, staff will monitor if night use becomes an issue at the new park and take the
necessary steps to change the lighting based on the community feedback.
The playground equipment for the project has been
ordered and is scheduled to arrive in August for
installation in the new park. The design is inspired by
the tree houses of youth and is made of solid materials
including baked bamboo and stainless steel. The inside
of the structures include a rope system that allows for
climbing and play. This is the first of its kind in Belmont
and will be enjoyed by neighborhood kids of all ages.
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Alexander Park
Alexander Park Restroom Project

On May 10, 2016, construction for the Alexander
Park Restroom was approved by the Belmont
City Council. This much needed improvement
will enhance the visitor experience at this
beloved neighborhood park. The old green metal
restroom will be removed and a new restroom
will be installed at a better location, away from
adjacent backyards. The project is scheduled to
start in September, after Labor Day, and will take
about a month to complete. The park will likely
be closed during this period for construction.
The work is anticipated to be completed in October 2016. Staff provided an update to the
Sterling Downs Neighborhood Association and will get signage posted on site.
The new restroom is a pre-fabricated model as shown that includes porcelain amenities inside
and a handsome exterior. It includes a drinking water fountain, automatic door locks for
nighttime, electric hot water, and is fully accessible.

Here’s what the old restroom looks like.

Barrett Community Center Fence
Project
The Parks & Recreation Department is working with Belmont Connects - a Community Workshop
volunteer group which has offered to improve the fence along Ralston in front of the Barrett
Community Center. This idea and proposed partnership was presented to the Parks & Recreation
Commission on May 4th and received a positive response from the Commission. The Community
Workshop concept is being initiated by two Belmont residents as a result of discussions about
how to implement improvements to Barrett Community Center in the short term while the
political capital and budget resources grow to develop
the facility. The Community Workshop Project is
designed to provide a way for citizens to identify and
implement community improvements of all kinds that
are low cost, relatively easy for city officials to review,
and can be organized and run by volunteers.
Here is a rendering of the possible result.
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City Projects Page
After receiving feedback regarding how to better showcase the “Project Pages” on the City’s website
for Community Development, Public Works and Parks & Recreation we’ve retooled the pages a bit.
 For ease of navigation, you can go to the City’s Project Pages at www.belmont.gov and click
on City Hall > City Projects (see below); or
 You can jump straight to a Project Page like… http://www.belmont.gov/csus or
http://www.belmont.gov/daveyglenpark
On the Project Page you’ll see a list view and map view, and you can filter by department.

You can also follow project progress, traffic advisories and upcoming projects
on our Social media sites:

Facebook

Twitter

Nextdoor
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Parks and Recreation
Parks
Several irrigation repairs were made this week at multiple
locations including Fox Field and the Sports Complex. At
Fox, an aging water line had come apart at the joints and
needed to be replaced. The repair was made and a new
sprinkler head was installed. At the Sports Complex, the
North Field infield turf received replacement sprinkler
heads. Which become clogged with red rock and are unable
to rotate.
Seasonal mowing of grasses continued at Hallmark Park and
trees and shrubs were pruned. The irrigation system was
checked for efficiency and several adjustments and repairs
were made.

At Barrett Community Center, the field perimeter was
cleaned up and cleared of weeds and brush. The trees were
also pruned of dead branches and opened up for general
health and to allow sunlight in.
Graffiti was removed at several locations including Twin Pines Park and Alexander Park.
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Recreation
Community Learning Center
Legarza Sports was on site for an enrichment activity
sponsored by our PTO. Coach Chloe and Nate played
ball and various games with the children in each class
for one hour on the grass field.

Twin Pines Senior & Community Center
The Center celebrated Mother’s Day at the May
Dance with some great music from the Prelude
Studio Band. Sponsored by Nazareth Vista and
Top Move Management, the Center saw about
70-80 attendees, including residents from
Nazareth Vista and Silverado.
Volunteers from the California Highway Patrol
were on hand on Thursday, May 19 to give a
Driver Seminar to help older adults take control
of their driving future and stay on the road
longer from 9:30am to 1pm.
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Traffic Operations














Performed weekly visual inspections for preventative maintenance of intersections
Conducted visual inspection of lighted crosswalks
Fabricated 2 signs
Banners – 2 down; 2 up
Fabricated 360 Equipment Cards
Fabricated 1,000 miniature sign stickers
Participated in Public works open house
Removed damaged sign pole
Set up 10 barricades for Street Division
Repaired 2 street lights
Cleared vegetation to improve sight distance in 1 locations
Consulted with contractor for the Hiller Pump station Lockout/Tag out Standard Operating
Procedure
Painted 1,038 feet of red curb

Annual City-Wide Red Curb Painting
How you can help with the process
The Department of Public Works is currently conducting the annual city-wide painting of existing red
curb. Repainting will be performed in all sections of the city and will continue until the repainting is
complete. Since there are more than 43,000 feet of red curb in the city, this process will require
many man-hours. You can help by making sure that you responsibly maintain your property adjacent
to roadway curbs. Property owners are responsible for maintaining all plants and trees within the
adjacent road right-of-way. Crews cannot paint overgrowth along curbs until the vegetation has
been cleared.
If you have any questions or concerns regarding your responsibilities, you may call the Public Works
Department at (650) 595-7425.
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Streets Division







Saw cut 2 areas for digouts
Work off Pavement Condition Index for upcoming dogouts
Removed 12.68 tons of broken asphalt in two locations
Put down 18 tons of hot asphalt in two locations
Participated in Public works open house
Prepared equipment for Public Works event

Sewer Division











Hydro cleaned 780 feet of sewer main
Videoed 1,075 feet of sewer main
Emptied 10 city owned garbage cans around the city
The service truck (205) responded to 11 service calls
Inspected and cleaned 11 sewer pump stations
Cleaned flushable wipes from debris catcher at Ralston Ranch Sewer Pump Station
Closed out 87 sewer related Hansen work orders
Attended daily morning safety/work schedule meetings
Assisted Traffic Operations with underground service alert mark outs
Helped setup and manned displays at Public Works Open House

Storm Division










Performed twice weekly inspection of Water Dog Lake roadway, v-ditch, dam, dock, and
spillway
Swept 83 miles of curb, intercepting 6.19 tons of debris which would have otherwise found its
way into waterways
Inspected and cleaned both Harbor and Ralston Storm Pump Stations
Cleaned 251 storm drain inlet tops
Assisted traffic operations with Underground Service Alert mark outs
Inspected 330 feet of storm pipe through the use of closed caption television
Cleaned 5 drain inlets and the pipes associated with them by way of combo truck
Inspected 18 storm manholes
Helped setup and manned displays at Public Works Open House
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