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Executive Summary
Nominations Now Closed for Municipal Election – November 3, 2015
Two seats on the five-member City Council will be up for election, as will the
City Clerk and City Treasurer positions. The nomination period for the City
Clerk and City Treasurer positions closed on August 7th and those races are
uncontested, with the current incumbents, Terri Cook and John Violet
respectively, being the only candidates who filed. Because the two City Councilmember
incumbents, David Braunstein and Cathy Wright, did not file nomination papers, the
nomination period was extended to August 12th. Three candidates have qualified for the
two open Council seats: Doug Kim, Dwight Looi, and Davina Hurt.
For additional information on the election, including archival information on previous
elections, please visit the City’s election website (see below). In an effort to provide
transparency in elections, candidate statements and candidate contact information is
available, and future campaign finance statements will be posted as they are received.
This year, San Mateo County will be participating in an all-mail-ballot pilot program. Every
voter in the county, regardless of vote-by-mail status, will receive a ballot along with a
postage-paid envelope. There will be a voting center available in each city on Election Day
for those who still wish to vote in person. A voters can go to any voting center in the
county. The voting center in Belmont will be located in City Hall at One Twin Pines Lane.
Be on the lookout for information from the Elections Office regarding this new pilot
program. Sample ballots are scheduled to be mailed on September 24, 2015, and formal
ballots will be mailed starting October 5.
Here’s the link: City of Belmont 2015 Election

Local Hazard Mitigation Plan Project
What is Hazard Mitigation & Why is it important?
The City is preparing a Local Hazard Mitigation Plan (LHMP),
where potential natural and human caused hazards that threaten
our community are identified such as earthquakes, fire,
flooding and the effects of climate change. The plan will also
explore how these hazards would impact our community and
identify the best ways to mitigate them, with a goal of saving
lives and reducing property damage. Community input is vital
to the development of this plan and we encourage the public to
participate in both the development process of Belmont’s
Local Hazard Mitigation Plan and to comment on the draft
Local Hazard Mitigation Plan, prior to the City seeking final
approval from the Federal Emergency Management Agency.
We want to hear from you on what you feel are the hazards facing Belmont and where we are
and what we need to do to prepare. Please take a few minutes to participation in our Local
Hazard Mitigation Survey.
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Parks and Recreation
Girl Scout Troop 30385 Silver Award Project at Twin Pines
Belmont’s Girl Scout Troop 30385, with
the guidance from Parks and Recreation
staff, completed a water conservation
and beautification project at the
entrance to Twin Pines Park. The
project included the installation of water
efficient drip irrigation, drought
resistant plants and trees, as well as a
layer of mulch for water retention and
decoration.
The project was planned and designed by Silver Award candidates Alyssa Higdon and
Kayleigh Bhatt. They were assisted in completing the project by fellow Scouts Megan Bhatt,
Emma O’Conner, Maddy Palarca-Wong, Kaylee Lin and Amelia Espinosa. The Silver Award
is the second highest award of the Girl Scouts of America and is awarded for the completion
of a project that impacts the community in a positive way. The City of Belmont is grateful
for their service and contribution to the community.

Barrett Community Center
At Barrett Community Center, renovations continued in what will be a new dance studio for
the Heartbeat Dance School. Final electrical work and the top layer of the specialized dance
floor were installed this week. This should be a great addition to the Center.
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Crystal Springs Uplands School (CSUS) Project Study Session
At their August 18th meeting, the Planning
Commission will conduct a study session
regarding the Draft Environmental Impact
Report (DEIR) for the Crystal Springs
Uplands School (CSUS) project which is
being proposed on a 6.46 acre property
located at 6-8, and 10 Davis Drive. The
Study Session will serve as an
informational meeting on the DEIR for the
project. No action will be taken on the
project at this meeting.
The specific purposes of the Study Session
is as follows:





Provide a basic explanation of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
Familiarize the Planning Commission/Public with the project DEIR
Accept comments on the DEIR from the public
Answer questions related to the DEIR

The proposed CSUS project entails demolition of approximately 84,500 square feet of
commercial, office and warehouse buildings and construction of a private middle school to
accommodate up to 240 students. Proposed new building construction would total
approximately 60,000 square feet. The project requires approval of a Development
Agreement, General Plan Amendment, Planned Development Rezoning, Conditional Use
Permit, Design Review, and other entitlements.
Here is a link to the August 18th Study Session Staff Report: CSUS Staff Memo 5
Here is the link to the CSUS Project Page on the City’s website: CSUS Project Page 2

City Manager’s Weekly Update

August 14, 2015

On August 3rd the draft Preferred Plan was presented to the City Council and Planning
Commission at a joint Study Session. At the meeting the project consultant, Dyett & Bhatia,
updated the Council and Planning Commission on the project’s status and addressed the
Preferred Plan maps (Land Use, Circulation and Park/Open Space).
Following public
comments on the plan and questions by the Council and Commission, it was determined
that the plan is moving in the right
direction. The Staff and the Dyett &
Bhatia consulting team received
clear direction to move forward with
preparation of the draft general plan.
It was also noted that the various
elements of the general plan, as they
are developed, should be brought
back for City Council and Planning
Commission consideration in more
manageable groups so that they
wouldn’t be considering all of the
plan at one time.
A revised project completion schedule was shared with the Council and Commission
during their Study Session - a copy of which is available on the following websites:
General Plan Update (http://www.belmont-2035generalplan.com/)
Belmont Village Specific Plan (http://www.planbelmontvillage.com/home.html).
For more information, here is a link to the staff report for the August 3rd Joint Meeting.
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Zoning Text Amendments - Residential Development Standards and Tree Regulations
In an effort to provide homeowners with a more streamlined, affordable and predictable
process while maintaining reasonable zoning requirements, the City passed Ordinance
2015-1087 updating the regulations for single family residential development and
Ordinance 2015-1086 to updating the City’s tree regulations. This effort was initiated in
March 2014, and after more than a year of concentrated evaluation, significant public
input, and numerous (over 10) public meetings, revisions were approved in May of 2015.
City Council Action and Next Steps
At the July 14th, Council Meeting the Council determined that they should repeal the
adopted ordinances and seek additional public comment on the proposed modifications.
The City Council also determined to continue to pursue potential amendments to the City’s
residential development standards and tree regulations.
The Council initiated this
process by re-introducing the ordinances with substantial modifications. These modified
provisions are contained in the ordinances introduced at the July 14th meeting that
repealed the previous provisions (see link to amendments below). The City Council at a
meeting on August 3rd introduced ordinances that would repeal the previous ordinances.
These ordinances are independent of any potential other changes to the zoning or tree
ordinances.
The City Council wants to receive additional feedback from the public on the proposed
amended regulations and possible further amendments. Accordingly, the City Council
directed additional public outreach to include:
•
•
•
•

A Citywide Mailer
Postings on Social Media and the City’s Website
Two Community Engagement Sessions with City Staff (Q & A)
Hearings before the Planning and Parks and Recreation Commissions

The City will continue to update its website with information as it becomes available.
Please stay tuned and stay involved.
Please use the link below to view the current amended ordinances under
consideration or just go to the Community Development Department’s
homepage on the City’s website at www.Belmont.gov for more information.
2014 Residential Zoning and Tree Ordinance Amendments
(This page will be updated as more information becomes available)
For more information contact:
Damon DiDonato, Senior Planner, (650) 637-2908) ddidonato@belmont.gov
Carlos de Melo, Community Development Director, (650) 595-7440
cdemelo@belmont.gov
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City Wide Project
Updates
Belmont Pavement Reconstruction Project - August 14th Update
The contractor continues to work on demolition,
grading and placing concrete curb, gutter, ADA
compliant curb ramps and sidewalk on Lower Notre
Dame. Work will continue through next week. In
order to complete the street pavement work before the
beginning of the school year, the construction
contractor will be performing limited work outside of
the regular working hours. The work will be limited to
installing temporary forms for the new sidewalk, curbs
and curb ramps. Traffic will not be impacted and there will be minimal noise caused by the work.
This limited work will be performed up to 6:30 p.m. on Monday-Friday and from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m. on Saturdays. No work will be performed on Sundays.
Lower Notre Dame Avenue (Between Ralston
Avenue and Arbor Avenue)
The contractor is continuing to work on Lower
Notre Dame this week. Concrete curb and
gutters are being completed. Next week, the
contractor will be grinding the existing street and
placing base course beginning on Monday August
17th with anticipated completion of the base course
by end of the week.
Road closure to through traffic on lower Notre
Dame in sections between Ralston Avenue to
Arbor Avenue from 8 am-5 pm M-F through end of
August. Residents living within closure limits,
SamTrans buses, and emergency vehicles will have
access at all times. Detour signs and “No Parking”
signs are in place.
Upper Notre Dame Avenue (Between Miller
Avenue and Alameda de las Pulgas)
There was no work done on Upper Notre Dame this week. Final paving anticipated to be done by
the end of next week.
Cipriani Boulevard
Demolition of concrete curb and gutters continues
on Cipriani Boulevard. Approximately, 700 linear
feet of curb and gutter and two large valley
gutters will be completed next week. Final
paving anticipated to be done by the end of next
week.
For more information, please visit the project
webpage at http://belmontpavementproject.com
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Traffic Operations
Weekly visual inspections for preventative maintenance of intersections
Visual inspection of lighted crosswalks
Banners -1 down; 2 up
Painted 1,544 feet of red curb (All school areas complete)
Manufactured 14 new signs
Reset street delineators on Island Parkway
Work on scope of work for steel street light pole replacement
Removed trees to improve sight distance on Christian Drive at Ralston Avenue
Installed shields on 7 street lights
Emergency removal of street light pole on Wakefield to facilitate water main repair
Break away damaged bricks, clean up debris from “Welcome to Belmont” wall. El
Camino/ San Mateo border (Pictured below)
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Annual City-Wide Red Curb Painting
The Department of Public Works is currently conducting the annual city-wide red curb
painting of existing red curb in residential neighborhoods. Repainting will be performed in
scheduled sections of the city and will continue until the repainting is complete.
****Please note: depending on the section “boundary”, your property may be in one
section and your neighbor in another, therefore the red curb repainting will happen on a
different day.
For further information, you may contact the Public Works Department at 650-595-7425.
*************************************************************************************************************

Middle Road Sign Found!
For a couple years now, the “Middle Rd” sign has been missing from the traffic signal arm
at El Camino Real and Middle Rd. Public Works staff pursued CalTrans to replace the sign,
and their efforts have finally paid off.
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Streets Division








Marked out 30 Underground Service Alert tags
Dug out 2.5 tons of alligated asphalt in front of 841 Covington
Compacted the base and put down 2.5 tons of hot asphalt concrete in 2 lifts
compacted with the roller
Sawcut and dugout 2.5 tons of asphalt and roots on Ralston Ave at Lyle Way
Put down 2.5 tons of hot asphalt concrete in 2 lifts compacted with the roller
Sawcut and dugout 10.45 tons of alligated asphalt and roots on Ralston Ave at
Coronet Boulevard
Compacted the base and put down 11 tons of hot asphalt concrete compacted with
the roller

Storm Division











Performed twice-weekly inspection of Water Dog Lake roadway, dam, v-ditch, and
dock
Swept 131 curb miles resulting in the collection of 12.72 tons of debris collected
Inspected 348 feet of storm line by way of robotic camera
Inspected 73 Drain Inlets
Inspected 20 Storm Manholes
Replaced 6 “No Dumping, Flows to Bay” placards
Cleaned and inspected both Ralston and Harbor Storm Pump Stations
Performed a confined space entry at Harbor Storm Pump Station allowing us to
thoroughly clean the debris from the bottom of the wet well and adjacent chamber
through the use of our Vactor truck. This cleaning resulted in the reclamation of 6
yards of material
Emptied the much visited cigarette butt
receptacle on Old County Road (Pictured right)
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Sewer Division









Inspected and cleaned 11 sewer pump stations
The service truck (205) responded to 9 service calls
Checked and emptied 10 city garbage cans throughout the city
Jetted (cleaned) 8,699 feet of sewer main
Performed video inspection on 1,345 feet of sewer pipe
Cleaned debris catcher at Ralston Ranch pump station
Helped Street Light crew take down street light due to water main break
Held demo for the “IBAK” (video inspection) van for a possible new camera van
(Pictured below)

IBAK Demo - rear of truck- camera and winch area

IBAK demo – CCTV control center

Inserting camera into sewer main
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Helped the Storm Division vacuum debris from Harbor Storm Pump Station wet
well (Pictured below)



Installed new transducer at Motel 6 Sewer Pump Station (Pictured below)

New transducer (for wet well level) at Motel 6 sewer Pump station wet well


Cut tree back (Had several resident complaints) that was encroaching into street
right of way-Lassen Drive (Pictured below)

Tree before trimming

Tree after trimming

City Manager’s Weekly Update

August 14, 2015

The beach can’t take anymore, neither can our creeks or bay!
Every year, on the third Saturday in September, people join together at sites all over
California to take part in the State's largest volunteer event, California Coastal Cleanup
Day. Join your friends, neighbors and other organizations as we cleanup Belmont’s
waterways for this not-to-be-missed event!
Join the cleanup

!

Meet at: 1 Twin Pines Lane (in front of City Hall)
Saturday, September 19th @ 9:00am
Sign up here

Download the Waiver Form

For more volunteer information contact Diane Lynn at 650-595-7425 or
dlynn@belmont.gov
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City Blood Challenge Blood Drive
Sponsored by City of Belmont
On the American Red Cross Bus!
One Twin Pines Lane, Belmont
Wednesday, August 26, 2015
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
To schedule your appointment or for more information visit
redcrossblood.org and enter sponsor code:
Belmont or contact Jozi Plut at (650) 595-7408
Donors are needed every day. Don't wait to help save a life.
If you have questions regarding your eligibility to donate blood,
please call 1-866-236-3276.
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