
May  01, 2015           City of Belmont   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C 

CityManager’s 
Weekly 
Update   

  
 

 

 Upcoming Meetings: 

  

     

May 6        Parks & Recreation Meeting 

May 12     City Council Meeting 

May 19     Planning Commission Meeting 

May 26     City Council Meeting 

 
Employment Opportunities with the City of Belmont 
  

 
 

  

  

 

 

PW Facebook  P&R Facebook  PW Twitter  

  PD Twitter  Nextdoor  

T: 650-595-7408   E: cmanager@belmont.gov  

Click to receive Weekly Updates 

 

Contents 
 
Executive Summary  
 2035 General Plan Update 
 Zoning Ordinance and City Code 

Amendments Project 
 Belmont CERT Assists Belmont PD 
 Alameda de Las Pulgas – San Carlos 

Avenue Corridor Study – Community 
Open House 

 “Your Voice…Your Belmont” 
 

PW Operations and Maintenance  
 Street Light Replacement Program 

 Help Keep Sewer Pumps Humming 

Along 

 City-Wide Root Foaming  

 Public Works Open House – May 20 

PW Environmental 
 Earth Day Celebration at Twin Pines 

Park   

Parks and Recreation  
 Eagle Scout Project Improves Belmont 
 Planting Season at the BCLC 
 Water Line Repairs Make Fields 

Playable 
 New Community Garden 
 Belmont Senior Club – Ready for 

Giants Season 
 Belmont’s Poet Laureate 
 Trail Work Begins- We need you to 

sign up! 
 Afternoon Fun at Barrett Community 

Center 
 Senior Day at Twin Pines Senior and  

Community Center – May 8 
 The Giving Tree – Ribbon Cutting 

Reception – May 13 
 
Other Agency Reports  
 Disaster Preparedness Day – June 6th 

 
Community Calendars  
 Belmont Senior/Community Center 
 Belmont Public Library  

Connect with us: 

http://www.belmont.gov/living-working-here/advanced-components/job-postings
https://www.facebook.com/CityofBelmontCA?ref=hl
https://www.facebook.com/CityofBelmontCA?ref=hl
https://www.facebook.com/Parks.and.Recreation.Belmont.CA
https://www.facebook.com/Parks.and.Recreation.Belmont.CA
https://twitter.com/BelmontCA_PWORK
https://twitter.com/BelmontCA_PWORK
https://twitter.com/belmontcapolice
https://twitter.com/belmontcapolice
https://nextdoor.com/
https://nextdoor.com/
mailto:cmanager@belmont.gov
http://www.belmont.gov/city-hall/administrative-services/city-manager/e-notification-sign-up


City Manager’s Weekly Update                                                                                                          May 1, 2015 

 
 
Executive Summary 

 
 

What's New? 

 Consultant contract for Belmont Village Specific Plan was approved by the City 
Council on April 28th. 
 

 The City’s Housing Element has cleared State approvals, and is scheduled for 
adoption by the City Council on May 12th. 

 
What we’re working on now: 
 

 Compilation Report being prepared on City-wide mail-in survey results; Week of 
May 11th is the target for completion.  
 

 Currently designing Community Open House and Planning/Parks & Recreation 
Commission joint Study Session for draft Preferred Plan. 

 
Watch for: 
 

 Open House on Preferred Plan at Belmont Library on May 21st:  Drop in 4:00 to 
7:00 pm. 
 

 Planning Commission & Parks & Recreation Commission joint study session on 
Preferred Plan on June 2nd starting at 6:00 pm. 

 
Visit the General Plan Update website for more information. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.belmont-2035generalplan.com/
http://www.belmont-2035generalplan.com/home.html
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Belmont Zoning Ordinance & City Code Amendments Project 

On Tuesday, May 12th at 7:00 P.M., the Belmont City Council will hold a public hearing to 
consider amendments to the residential development and tree regulations in the Belmont 
Zoning Ordinance (BZO) and Belmont City Code, and the associated recommendations of 
the Planning Commission and Parks and Recreation Commission. The proposed changes to 
the BZO and City Code include amendments to: 

 Regulations governing development in residential districts (BZO Section 4)  
 Parking requirements including number of spaces and covered requirements (BZO 

Section 8) 
 Single family design review process and standards for approval (BZO Section 13A) 
 Secondary dwelling unit review process and standards (BZO Section 24) 
 Add definitions (BZO Section 2), and general development regulations amendments 

(BZO Section 9) 
 Tree regulations including permit requirements, removal criteria and conditions 

(BZO Section 13A and City Code Chapter 25) 
 

The Belmont Planning Commission held public meetings to consider the proposed 
amendments on March 17th, and March 31st.  On April 7th they concluded their review of 
the proposed BZO and City Code amendments, providing recommendations to the City 
Council on the draft recommendations. The Parks & Recreation Commission reviewed the 
proposed Tree Ordinance Amendments on February 4th and concluded their review on 
April 1st, providing recommendations on the draft amendments. 

On April 28th the City Council conducted a public meeting to review the Planning and 
Parks & Recreation Commission recommendations, and provided policy direction on the 
proposed BZO and City Code Amendments project, which will be considered on May 12th. 

 
 
Belmont CERT Assists Belmont PD  
 

The Belmont Fire Department Community Emergency 
Response Team (CERT) Volunteers assisted Belmont 
Police personnel with a search for possible evidence 
connected with a major 
investigation this week. 
 
Thank you to all the PD & 
FD volunteers who were 
able to respond and help 
with this important job. 
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Alameda De Las Pulgas/San Carlos Avenue Corridor Study 
Community Open House 

 

 
 

The project team welcomed over 50 members of the public to the second project outreach 
meeting. This Community Open House was held on April 30th. Team members answered 
questions and received comments from residents, local employees, school and business 
representatives, City and School leaders. The corridor 
was reviewed for improvement to the walking, bicycling 
and driving environment with the goal of providing 
continuous, comfortable and safer facilities, while 
addressing the unique aspect of the traffic patterns 

related to the two 
school campuses in 
close proximity of 
each other. Potential 
alternatives were 
presented to the community for review and selection of 
preference. The attendees were actively engaged by 
participating in discussions about the Conceptual 
Improvement Plan recommendations for the Corridor. 
The project team is compiling all the comments and 

input received, including feedback about existing corridor challenges, the purpose of 
planned improvements, and other concerns and observations. 
 
The goals of the Corridor Study Project are two-fold:  

 Determine the adequacy of the corridor for multi-modal use by evaluating the 
ability to accommodate pedestrians, bicyclists, transit riders and motorists under 
existing and projected future conditions.  

 Develop context sensitive transportation alternatives to improve conditions for all 
users along the corridor.  

 
The next step in the process will be to analyze the feedback received at these workshops, 
previous study session with the City Council, and the Four Corners Working Group.  A final 
report will be prepared for the Four Corners governing bodies in the next few weeks. 
Upon approval of the preferred alternative, the four partners will begin the process of 
identifying funding opportunities for implementation of these improvements.  
 
The community members who wish to provide additional feedback, or need additional 
information can visit the project website .  
 
Thank you for participating in the Community Workshop!!! 

http://www.belmont.gov/city-hall/public-works/infrastructure/streets-and-roads/corridor-studies/alameda-de-las-pulgas-san-carlos-avenue-corridor-study
http://www.belmont.gov/city-hall/public-works/infrastructure/streets-and-roads/corridor-studies/alameda-de-las-pulgas-san-carlos-avenue-corridor-study
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“Your Voice…Your Belmont” 
 
The City’s continues its public outreach efforts, as staff works with the Council to engage 
the community in a conversation on local service needs in Belmont.  In the very near 
future, a postcard mailer will be sent to residents with a short survey as we expand efforts 
to engage the community in the local service needs and prioritization discussion. Staff is 
also working on scheduling upcoming neighborhood coffees to keep the community 
informed and involved in these efforts. Do you have an upcoming meeting you'd like us to 
attend? Please call (650) 595-7408 to schedule a brief presentation. All community 
members are encouraged to continue contributing feedback on their top priorities for 
Belmont by taking part in our Community Survey – “Your Voice…Your Belmont”, available 
online at www.belmont.gov/survey. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.belmont.gov/survey
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Traffic Operations 
 Manufactured 1 new sign 
 Placed temporary “STOP” sign at Twin Pines and Ralston 
 Manufactured 120 promotional Belmont Public Works magnets 
 Manufactured  7 stickers for the Fleet Management Division 
 Replaced 10 high pressure sodium lantern style street lights with LED fixtures 
 Repaired 1 “cobra head” type street light 
 Replaced 1 “cobra head” type street light 
 Installed 1 street light pole. 
 Assisted the Street Division in paving Southview Court 
 Supported Earth Day event in Twin Pines Park 
 Verified field conditions and created Standard Operating Procedures for emergency 

generator operations at 3 pump stations 
 Provided training on emergency generator operations for 2 portable generators 
 Attended Financial Planning/budget training 
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Streets Division            

 Marked out 22 Underground Service Alerts  

 Dug out 32.68 tons of alligated asphalt and tree roots in front of 612 Southview 

Court 

 Hauled in and compacted 15 tons of baserock  

 Applied and rolled 25 1/5 tons of hot asphalt  

 Dug out 49.45 tons of alligated asphalt and tree roots in front of 604 Southview 

Court 

 Hauled in and compacted 21 tons of baserock  

 Filled potholes on Holly Road 

Storm Division  
 Performed twice-weekly inspection of Water Dog Lake roadway, dam, v-ditch, and 

dock 

 Swept 137 miles of roadway capturing 10.27  tons of debris  

 Inspected and cleaned Harbor Storm Pump Station and Ralston Storm Pump 

Station 

 Cleaned 800 feet of storm pipe and removed 9 yards of material  
 Inspected 261 feet of storm pipe 
 Inspected 31 full-capture trash devices  
 Conducted cigarette butt litter assessments at 5 locations: Belmont Sports 

Complex/Conference Center, O’Neill trail-south, El Camino at Ralston, Fifth Avenue 

Parking Lot, and Old County Road (Pictured below) 

          
              Belmont Sports Complex / Conference Center                  O’Neill Slough Trail- South 

            
             700 Block Old County Road                                                 1050 El Camino Real Bus Stop 
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    Cleaned 20 full-capture trash devices (Pictured below) 

 

           
 

 Performed on-land trash cleanup along both sides of Shoreway Road (Pictured 
below) 

 

 
 

Sewer Division   
 Inspected and cleaned 11 sewer pump stations 

 The service truck (205) responded to 11 service calls (1 litter, 10 sewer backups) 

 Checked and emptied 8 city garbage cans throughout the city 

 Jetted (Hydro Cleaned) 4,376 feet of sewer main  

 Videoed 1,546 feet of sewer pipe 

 Assisted Storm Division jet (Hydro Clean) storm lines on Shoreway 

 Met with consultants regarding upcoming sewer project 

 Cleaned flushable wipes from debris catcher in Ralston Ranch Pump Station            

                                                     
                                     Before  - Ralston Ranch Debris Catcher                                 After – Ralston Ranch Debris Catcher 
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 Cleaned and inspected check valves at Haskins and Hastings Sewer Pump Stations  

                                     
                                  Before – Haskins Pump #1                       After – Haskins Pump #1 

 

 Pulled and Inspected 8 sewer pumps (2 each) at 4 Sewer Pump Stations for 

preventative maintenance  

                               
         Staff performing preventive maintenance on pump #2                           Inspection of the wear ring Motel 6 Pump Station  

     

Inside of grinder pump at the Sports Complex Sewer Pump Station       Inside of grinder pump at Sports Complex Sewer Pump       

      (top half)                                                                                                             (bottom half)

 
Pulling pump to inspect and clean at Island Park Sewer Pump Station 
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HELP KEEP OUR SEWER PUMPS HUMMING ALONG - Sewer Pump Gets Covered in 

Trash 

On Monday, May 27th, the Public Works 
Sewer Maintenance crew conducted 
preventative maintenance on 4 sewer 
pump stations to minimize the potential 
of pump failures due to clogging.  
 
At the Motel 6 Pump Station, staff pulled 
a trash-laden pump, cleared the 
entangled debris and conducted a routine 
check of the impellor, wear ring, and 
other parts and components.  Cleaning 
these pumps of foreign debris can be time 
consuming.   Sewer staff takes additional 
precautionary measures to assure their 

safety when cleaning debris from the pumps, as needles can be found in the excessive pile 
of waste that should not be flushed.   
 
Toilet paper and human waste are the only objects that should be flushed.  Other foreign 
matter weaves its way through the sewer system and ends up in the sewer pump stations, 
often clogging the pumps and creating havoc in the system.  Once trash is flushed, the 
sewer line is vulnerable to clogging, as these materials can get caught on roots or other 
foreign objects in the pipeline, which can lead to sanitary sewer overflows from these pipe 
blockages.  These can be lead to costly repairs and harm to our natural environment.  
 
Toilets are not trash cans. Instead of flushing wipes and other foreign objects down the 
toilet, please toss them in the trash.   

            
                           Before- Pump #2 covered in foreign matter                                        After- Pump #2 Cleared of debris  
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Earth Day Celebration at Twin Pines Park 
 

 
 
Saturday, April 25th marked Public Works Fourth Annual Earth Day Celebration at Twin 
Pines Park.  The event housed numerous activities 
related to eco-friendly awareness. 
 
Packed nicely into a 3-hour event, 146 event-goers 
stopped by the Meadow to learn about air quality, 
water and energy conservation, sustainability, 
growing organic, bee-friendly/drought-tolerant 
landscaping,  recycling information, reuse, watershed 
information, rebate information, compost, water 
pollution prevention, air quality, vector & vector-
born disease, bike-share, community choice aggregation program efforts, clean energy, 
green recycling and more!   

 
Kids had an opportunity to 
participate in the Wacky 
Watershed activities, made seed 
balls, and participated in the Q & 
A’s of storm water pollution 
prevention in the prize wheel 
spin!  The Menchie’s Yogurt Cone 
was onsite for the kids to have 

their photo taken.   
 
The Native Flute music from Belmont’s local flautist was a familiar sound to the event, as 
she played the 10:30 concert in the Community Center adjacent to the Meadow.Here is a 
video snippet of local Flautist- Jeanette Sacco-Belli playing the Native Flute during the event. 
 
In addition to the great booths and activities, several stations were available for residents 
to drop off their E-waste, document shredding, book recycling, household batteries, and 
fluorescent tubes.  Free compost was available for residents as well.  

https://youtu.be/V-ojOU-GIbY
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So, how much E-waste and document shredding did we see this year?  Here is how it all 
stacked up:  
 

E-Waste Collection Totals 

A total of 3,205 Ibs of E-waste, 354 feet of fluorescent tubes, and 128 units of light bulbs 

were collected as follows:   

CRT’s (monitors):  8 units weighing 626 lbs. 

Flat Screens:  12 units weighing 188 lbs. 

CPU’s(computers):  269 lbs. 

Laptops:  17 lbs.  

Misc. e-waste:  2,006 lbs. 

Cell Phones: 14 lbs. 

Fluorescent Tubes:  354 total feet of tubes (11-2 ft. tubes, 83-4ft. tubes)  

Light Bulbs (CFL’s and incandescent):  128 units 

Batteries:  85 lbs. 

Confidential Shredding Station 

Approximately 37, 64-gallon containers equaling 7,400 lbs. of paper were shredded. 

Vehicles in line for the document shredding station 

21 Event Partners/ Participants (Booths) 

 

We would like to thank all of our partners and the community 
for making this Earth Day Celebration such a success! 

 

Bay Area Air Quality District   

Bee Keepers Guild of San Mateo County 

Belmont Library 

Belmont Parks and Recreation 

Belmont Rotarian Club  

California Public Utilities Commission 

County of San Mateo Recycle Works  

Edventure More 

EMCo Systems Solutions 

Jeanette Sacco-Belli Arts 

Menchies Yogurt  

Mid-Peninsula Water District 

PG & E   

Recology 

Rethink Waste    

San Mateo County Office of Sustainability 

SMCO Mosquito &Vector Control 

SolarCity 

Start Organic   

Sustainable San Mateo County 

Verizon Premium Wireless Provider 
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Parks and Recreation 
 
Eagle Scout Project Improves Belmont 

 
Eagle Scout, Belmont resident, and 
Carlmont student Gabe Lorvan 
completed his Eagle Scout award by 
rebuilding a section of the staircase 
and pathway that connects Hillman 
and Ruth Streets.  Gabe did a great 
job under time pressure to take out 
old rotted wood stairs, design a new 
stair and railing system, and 
installed it with the help of his troop 
and family.  The City provided the materials and guidance 
and Gabe did the hard work.  The stairs turned out great 
and are appreciated by the neighborhood that uses this 
pathway to connect quickly from Hillman down to El 
Camino.  Great job by Gabe and Troop 301! 

 
 
Planting Season at the Belmont Community Learning Center 

 
The children began planting in the 
Belmont Community Learning Center’s 
garden. This year the children planted 
carrots, bell pepper, cucumber, and corn. 
In a few months, the children will harvest 
them and enjoy delicious, fresh 
vegetables for snack time.   
 
 

 
Parks Repairs Water Line to Make Fields Playable 

 
This week Parks maintenance staff completed repairs 
on a broken water mainline on the Belmont Sports 
Complex north field.  The water leak and subsequent 

repairs 
affected the 
playability of 
the infield as 
well as a 

portion of the outfield.  Following the repairs staff 
went into action making the field safe and 
playable.   
Parks maintenance staff also repaired water 
mainline breaks at both O’Donnell and Twin Pines Park.  
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New Community Garden 
 
In addition, a community vegetable garden was constructed at O’Donnell Park.  The 

vegetable garden is tended to by 
residents of the Homeview 
Neighborhood Association.  The 
vegetable boxes are located in a sunny, 
warm location in the park- perfect for 
growing a variety of fruits and 
vegetables.  There is a bulletin board at 
O’Donnell Park with various contact 
avenues for the Homeview 
Neighborhood Association, should you 
want to get involved.   

 
 
Ready for Giants Season 
 
The Belmont Senior Club organized 
a trip to see a SF Giants game at 
AT&T Park. A 25-seater bus was 
rented for the occasion and a great 
time was had by all. In the picture 
you can see half the group dressed 
in their full Giants regalia ready to 
cheer for the home team!   
 
 
 
 
 

Afternoon Fun at Barrett Community Center 
 
There were some photo worthy moments at Barrett 
Community Center this week on early release 
Wednesday.  Drop in middle school basketball 
players having fun with a pickup game. 80 kids from 
Footsteps Childcare were waging a massive 

dodgeball 
tournament; 

our Barrett 
kids taking on 
other school 
sites.  Kindergartners were ‘ball shaggers’, and 
Ralston kids were helping to referee.  
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Belmont’s Poet Laureate  
Tanu Wakefield is Belmont’s Poet 
Laureate and started her term this week 
with poetry readings at the Belmont City 
Council meeting and at the Poetry Event 
at the Belmont Library.  Tanu (pictured 
on the right) was selected by a committee 
of literary lights including Caroline 
Goodwin the San Mateo County Poet 
Laureate and professors from Notre 
Dame de Namur University, Carlmont 
High School, and Ralston.  Many thanks to 
Library Director Kathleen Beasley and 
Parks and Recreation Commissioner 
Stephanie Vargas (pictured on the left) 
for managing the creation of the Poet 

Laureate position.  Tanu will assist the City by preparing poems for major events and 
serve as an ambassador for the arts with the community. 
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Other Agency Announcements   
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Community Calendars  

 

Twin Pines Community Center  
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Belmont Public Library 
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