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Executive Summary
BELMONT GENERAL PLAN UPDATE – STUDENTS GET INVOLVED!
Community Workshop #2B: Visioning and Plan-Making at Carlmont High School
On the morning of February 18th, a workshop was
held at Carlmont High School to directly involve
Belmont youth in the General Plan Update process.
It was a great success, with 30 students
participating in interactive visioning and planmaking activities. The students learned about city
planning and the role of the community in the
General Plan Update process. Each student
illustrated a mock magazine cover for the year
2035 with a headline capturing Belmont’s
achievements. Through a mapping exercise, the
students visualized ideas for growth and change in
Belmont over the next twenty years. The workshop
provided a valuable opportunity to hear students’ visions and priorities for Belmont in 2035.
After a presentation on the General Plan
Update process, students participated in a
brainstorming exercise as a large group,
sharing what they liked about Belmont and
what they thought should change in the city.
In the first small group activity, each student
illustrated his or her vision for future
Belmont as a headline on a mock blank
magazine cover for the year 2035. After
sharing headlines around the table, a
representative reported out to the larger
group with a few “favorite” headlines and
shared the main themes amongst the
students’ ideas.
For the second activity, each group was
provided with a large map of Belmont that
illustrated existing land uses, notable
landmarks, and major environmental
constraints (such as steep slopes and floodprone areas). The maps divided the city into
15 focus areas, and groups were asked to
rate each area based on its potential for
change in the future. Students recorded their
key ideas and priorities for each focus area
on the map. At the end of the second small
group activity, one or two of the students
from each table shared the highlights of their
maps with the larger group.
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What's New?
 The City collaborated with Carlmont High School to host a high-energy youth
workshop on Feb. 18th. A Workshop summary and event photos will be posted to the
website next week.
 The City/County Association of Governments board (C/CAG) approved Belmont’s
request to amend the $440,000 planning grant agreement for Belmont Village so that
the City can proceed with preparation of a Specific Plan and EIR, to be synchronized
with the General Plan Update.
What we’re working on now:
 Technical review of draft Working Papers
 Community Newsletter #2
 Citywide mail-in survey
Watch for:
 Working Papers to be posted to the General Plan Website – ETA 2/27
 Early March - second community-wide newsletter + mail-in survey
 City Council and Planning Commission joint study session – late March or early April
Additional information on the project, schedule, and reports can be accessed via this link:
2035 General Plan Update
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Four Corners Working Group - Alameda de las Pulgas/San Carlos Ave Corridor Plan
Community Workshop and Open House – March 12th
A geographically named Four Corners Working Group was convened as a multi-jurisdictional
committee to recommend solutions to various traffic concerns involving pedestrian, bicycle and
vehicular circulation issues through the Alameda de las Pulgas/San Carlos Avenue corridor in the
vicinity of Carlmont High School and Tierra Linda Middle School.
The working group includes staff and elected officials of the Cities of Belmont and San Carlos, the
Sequoia Union High School District, and the San Carlos School District. In the corridor area, Alameda
de Las Pulgas and San Carlos Avenue serve as the main thoroughfares for residents heading to retail
destinations in San Carlos and Belmont, as well as regional destinations on Highway 101 and
Interstate 280. During the school year, the corridor is heavily congested in the area due to traffic
accessing Carlmont High School, Immaculate Heart of Mary School, Charles Armstrong School, and
Tierra Linda Middle School. In the AM peak hour, southbound queues on Alameda de Las Pulgas
extend from Carlmont Drive to 500 feet east of Dartmouth Avenue, while northbound queues extend
from Dartmouth Avenue to nearly Carlmont Drive.
The four agencies have entered into a memorandum of understanding and are working with a
qualified Traffic Engineering consultant to conduct a study of this area. The consultant’s scope of
work consists of data collection, review and analysis, alternatives/options development and public
outreach. Options/alternatives will include: options for traffic circulation (bicycles and cars);
pedestrian circulation; and parking within the public right of way and on both school campuses.
Alternatives will also include: consideration of alternative school entrances/exits, traffic control
measures for the corridor and side streets; and alternatives for improving transit through the
corridor.
The consultant began work by collecting relevant data in the corridor, meet with the Carlmont High
School staff and San Carlos school district officials to evaluate pedestrian, bicycle and vehicular
circulation issues through the Alameda de las Pulgas/San Carlos Avenue corridor in the vicinity of
these schools. The same group conducted a walking audit to identify barriers, challenges and
opportunities to improve the safe operation within the corridor. The study has evaluated vehicular
circulation and access, pedestrian safety, bicycle facilities and parking availability in the
corridor. Through its work with the Technical Working Group, the consultant has developed several
alternatives intended to increase safety and convenience in traveling through the corridor and
accessing Carlmont High School and Tierra Linda Middle School.
The results of the work completed to date along with the alternatives will be presented at the
following Workshop:
Thursday, March 12th
5:30 pm - 6:00 pm - Open House
6:00 pm - 7:30 pm - Presentation and Public Input
Location: Carlmont High School Student Union,
1400 Alameda De Las Pulgas, Belmont
The workshop will give you the opportunity to provide your input on both current
traffic/transportation problems in the corridor as well as your feedback on the alternatives. See
Flyer at the end of this document for more information.
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City Seeking Your Input on Priorities for Local Services
On Monday, February 9th, City Manager Greg Scoles
gave an update at the Belmont Rotary Meeting
regarding the City’s efforts to engage residents in a
community conversation on local service needs in
Belmont.
Do you have an upcoming meeting you'd like us to
attend? Just call 650- 595-7408 to schedule a brief
presentation. All community members are
encouraged to continue contributing feedback on
their top priorities for Belmont by taking part in our
Community
Survey,
available
online
at:
www.belmont.gov/survey
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Follow Traffic Hotspots on Social Media
At least once a week the Belmont Police Department promotes a Traffic Hotspot on social media.
Those who follow us on Twitter @belmontcapolice can learn where traffic enforcement is likely
to occur on that day. Why…you ask? Because we believe that traffic SAFETY is the goal, and that
those who pay attention to their driving at certain times of the day will also pay attention to
their driving elsewhere. We also believe that traffic enforcement must be done with a purpose
and that purpose must be the improvement of our streets and neighborhoods.
Here is an example of one of a recent message: "Traffic Hotspot! On Friday, officers will be
monitoring speed on Ralston Ave between Cipriani and Hwy 92. Drive safe! #BelmontWatch"

The Belmont PD Traffic Division Campaign to Slow Traffic on Ralston Ave
The Belmont PD Traffic Division has kicked of a
campaign to slow traffic on Ralston Ave. Officers will
utilize a combination of education, outreach and
enforcement in an attempt to make drivers more aware
of their speed as they travel this busy roadway. There
have been recent Traffic Hotspots on upper Ralston Ave.
Future Traffic Hotspots will be shared on Twitter
@belmontcapolice.
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Streets Division






Marked out 10 Underground Service Alerts
Saw cut 3 locations in preparation for paving
Dug out 3.94 tons of asphalt in front of 120 Sem Lane, compacted the base, oiled the patch,
and put down 3.5 tons of hot asphalt in 2 lifts and compacted with the roller
Raised 1 manhole to street level in front of 120 Sem Lane
Dug out 8.97 tons of asphalt in front of 1101 Alameda De Las Pulgas, compacted the base,
oiled the patch, and put down 9.50 tons of hot asphalt in 2 lifts and compacted with the
roller
Filled 1 pothole in front of 885 Laurel per service request #7276

















Weekly visual inspections for preventative maintenance of intersections
Visual inspection of lighted crosswalks
Banners – 2 down; 2 up
Repaired 1 streetlight
Replaced 1 Streetlight
Repaired underground service to 1 streetlight
Modified control of the Davis/Ralston traffic signal to account for damaged detector loop
Removed Graffiti in 1 location
City wide steel streetlight pole assessment (20% complete)
Assisted Streets Crew paving on Alameda de Las Pulgas
Camera Van Training
Installed Cigarette Butt Receptacle on Old County Road
Contacted Cal-West regarding request quote for traffic loop replacement on Davis
Followed up with Silicon Constellations for in-roadway lighting problems
Cleared vegetation from 3 streetlight poles




Traffic Operations
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Storm Division









Performed weekly inspection of Water Dog Lake roadway, dam, v-ditch, and dock
Inspected and cleaned both Ralston and Harbor Storm Pump Stations
Swept 136 miles of curb resulting in the acquisition of 8.43 tons of debris that would
otherwise find its way into our streams and eventually the Bay
Inspected 29 Full Capture Trash Devices located in various drain inlets throughout the
City. These devices prevent trash from entering our waterways
Cleaned 17 Full Capture Trash Devices
Dug out and replaced 35 feet of deteriorated 12- inch corrugated metal pipe with 12-inch
plastic pipe in an easement located at 1737 Terrace. The aging metal pipe has lost all
integrity and was an incredible nuisance during storm events
Acquired monthly pezometer reading from Water Dog Lake dam, measuring water level at
several locations of both sides of the earthen dam
Performed video inspections on 60 feet of storm pipe

Sewer Division










Inspected and cleaned 11 sewer pump stations
The service truck (205) responded to 6 service calls
Videoed 2,693 feet of sewer main/lateral
Jetted (cleaned) 1,395 feet of sewer main
Videoed 3 service laterals per resident request
Checked and emptied 8 garbage cans throughout the city
Video inspected 1 new lateral tie-in to main for engineering department
Staff replaced Verizon Wireless radio and chip in the Mission RTU with an AT&T radio and
chip at Hastings Sewer Pump station in hopes that that would solve communication lost
signal problems



Cleaned flushable wipes from
debris catcher in Ralston
Ranch Pump Station
Staff assisted with storm line
repair in easement on Terrace
Drive (Pictured below)
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No Butts About It- Belmont Complex Taking Steps to Reduce Cigarette Butt Litter
It is no secret that cigarette butts are the most commonly found item during Belmont creek
cleanups. They are made of synthetic plastic and contain toxic chemicals that are released
into stormwater, which then ends up in stormdrains, creeks, and the Bay. In an effort to
reduce this littered item, McLellan Estate Company, owner and operator of Old County Road
Apartments in Belmont, is taking steps to kicking the habit for cigarette butt litter around
their property. With the assistance of Public Works, they have recently installed a cigarette
receptacle in a designated smoking area adjacent to their property for residents. This
receptacle will allow residents to properly dispose of cigarette butts properly and
responsibly, keeping them out of storm drains and reduce any unsightly cigarette butt litter.
“Maybe we can change the world’s habits one butt at a time”- McLellan Estate Company
Cigarette butts are litter too. Be a part of the
cigarette butt litter prevention brigade and
dispose of your butts responsibly.
Click here to receive a free keychain ashtray
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The City of Belmont Public Works Department is gearing up for this year’s Annual Earth Day Event
and are calling for your Earth Day 2015 Poster Art Submissions.

Call For
POSTER ART

The winner’s poster art will be featured in the advertisement flyer and will be posted on the City’s
Facebook page, the City’s Website, Library and local television channel 27.
(Earth Day events, time and location is listed in our flyer, we just need your artwork).
Here is a sneak peek of events lined up for Saturday, April 25th:
E-Waste Recycling
Compost Giveaway
Book Recycling
Document Shredding
Informational Booths
Exhibits and Displays
Poster Art must pertain to Earth Day.

All poster art must be original and created on 8 ½ X 11 inch paper or posterboard using
marker, crayon, colored pencil or paint.
Deadline for submissions is Monday, March 9th at 5:00 pm, and all artwork must be submitted with
the artist’s name, and contact information. Original poster art can be submitted the following ways:
Electronically to dlynn@belmont.gov
OR Drop off at One Twin Pines Lane Suite 385, M-F 8-12 & 1-5
Submissions will be posted online from March 10th through March 16th, and voting will be
determined by “likes” for your favorite poster artwork on the Public Works Facebook Page. (If you
do not have facebook and want to vote for your favorite, submit via email to dlynn@belmont.gov and
it will be counted as a “LIKE” on the Facebook page. Voting period ends at 11:59pm March 16th.)
Winner will be announced March 17th. The winner will receive a 25.00 Gift Card for Carlmont
Shopping Center, and will have their artwork displayed in the 2015 Earth Day posting for
advertising the event.
To follow this contest, visit our facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/CityofBelmontCA
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Parks and Recreation
Parks & Recreation Department Names New Recreation Program Coordinator
After a competitive interview process, the Parks & Recreation
Department has appointed Sinead Cunningham as the new
Recreation Program Coordinator. She will have responsibility for
the indoor and outdoor recreation facilities program area. She has
been employed with the City of Belmont as a Recreation Specialist
II, Teens and Events since 2013, and has served in an Acting
Recreation Program Coordinator capacity since October 2014. We
know she will manage her new responsibilities as the true
professional she is, and will continue to bring her positive attitude
to her new assignment.
We are excited to have her on our team in this new capacity!
Annual Father Daughter Dance
Belmont’s Annual Father Daughter
Dance in the Twin Pines Senior and
Community Center was held Friday,
February 6th. With over 250 in
attendance, the dance floor was full, the
chocolate fountain was flowing and the
photo booth snapped some great
memories from the night. See all the fun
by liking Belmont Parks and Rec on
Facebook
http://bit.ly/BelmontCAFacebook .

V.O.I.C.E.S. volunteered at the dance by providing coat
check, keeping the snack tables filled, and distributing
corsages. The teenagers loved seeing the local families
share a fun night together and hearing their positive
comments when they were handing the girls balloons
at the end of the night!
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Valentine’s Celebrated at Community Learning Center
The Community Learning
Center
celebrated
Valentine’s Day with a
performance by the Fratello
Marionettes sponsored by
the
Parent
Teacher
Organization. A day full of
laughter and fun, the
students
learned
about
animals and shared special
treats and cards!

Valentine Dance at the Twin Pines Senior & Community Center
Twin Pines Senior & Community Center
celebrated Valentine’s Day in grand style
by hosting a Valentines Dance on Friday,
February 13 from 2-4pm. Sponsored by
Brookdale Senior Living, who provided
the entertainment and refreshments, this
dance was a very well received and
enjoyed by community members. We
hope this partnership with Brookdale and
other agencies will produce monthly
daytime dances that young and older
adults can enjoy without having to worry about driving in the dark during the evenings.

Belmont Resident Recognized in National Championships
The National Irish Dance Championships were held in Las Vegas
on the weekend of February 14-15. One youth Belmont resident
won 1st place in her division, with her sister coming in 2nd place
in her own division. Congratulations to the great effort put on by
all the participants in such a competitive event!
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New Basketball Hoops at O’Donnell Park
A fresh set of basketball hoops and nets at O’Donnell Park
were installed this week. The original hoops had seen
plenty of games and needed an upgrade! Test out the new
nets with a 2-point swoosh!

Sports Complex Fields Ready for Spring Sports
The Parks and Recreation Team has been
preparing the Marina and South Fields at the
Island Park Sports Complex for their opening days
for our youth sports teams. Opening Day for
Belmont Redwood Shores Youth Softball
Association (BRSYSA) will be Friday, February
27th
at
6pm
on
the
South
Field. Belmont/Redwood Shores Little League
(BRSLL) will have their opening day on Saturday,
March 7th at 8:30am. Come out and cheer for the
teams!

Infrastructure Repairs at Sports Complex and Fallen Tree Removal on Local Trails
Parks and Recreation also made some infrastructure
repairs at the Sports Complex on our North Field irrigation
system as we prepare for another season of
spring/summer
sports. A portion of our
main water line was
repaired
and
we
replaced two aging
irrigation valves to
ensure water efficiency.
Staff also removed
some trees that had
fallen across streets and
trails after the heavy
winds and rain.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Invasive Aedes aegypti Mosquitoes Present in San Mateo County
Burlingame, CA – February 19, 2015 –San Mateo County Mosquito and Vector Control District continues
to detect invasive Aedes aegypti mosquitoes in San Mateo County. This species was most recently found
on January 27th, 2015 in areas of Menlo Park.
Aedes aegypti is not native to San Mateo County. It is a small, day-biting mosquito that prefers to feed on
humans. This mosquito is capable of transmitting several viruses, including dengue, chikungunya, and
yellow fever. While these viruses are not currently transmitted in San Mateo County, they are
periodically introduced by international travelers. In the presence of a large population of Aedes aegypti
mosquitoes, a single case of one of these diseases has the potential to become an epidemic.
In an effort to eradicate this invasive species, San Mateo County Mosquito and Vector Control District
continues to conduct intensive surveillance in areas of the county where Aedes
aegypti has been detected. These efforts include door-to-door inspection of residential properties for
standing water where mosquitoes can breed.
The Aedes aegypti mosquito lays its eggs just above the water surface in small containers, such as flower
pots, plant saucers, pet bowls, bottles, and bird baths. As these mosquitoes can breed in amounts of
water as small as a bottle cap, residents are reminded to survey their property and immediately
eliminate all standing water.
Residents can reduce the chances of being bitten by Aedes aegypti or other mosquitoes by taking the
following precautions:






Apply insect repellents that contain DEET, picaridin, oil of lemon eucalyptus or IR 3535 and
follow label instructions.
Make sure that doors and windows have tight‐fitting screens to keep out mosquitoes and
repair or replace screens with tears or holes.
Eliminate standing water and containers that can hold water from around the home.
Report neglected swimming pools by calling San Mateo County Mosquito and Vector Control
District.
Wear long sleeve shirts and long pants when outdoors.

Residents experiencing mosquito bites during the day should report them to the San
Mateo County Mosquito and Vector Control District (650) 344‐8592 or by visiting www.smcmvcd.org
Contact:
Megan Caldwell
Public Health Education and Outreach Officer
mcaldwell@smcmvcd.org
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NEWS
Media Contact: Christine Dunn, 650-508-6238
SamTrans Seek Volunteers For Its Citizens Advisory Committee
Public members interested in providing input on local transit programs are encouraged to
volunteer for the SamTrans Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC).
The 15-member CAC meets monthly and is responsible for offering feedback on the needs of
transit users and informing San Mateo County residents of transit programs on the Peninsula. It
also acts in an advisory capacity to the SamTrans’ Board of Directors.
The SamTrans CAC has the following openings:

Three community representatives

Two multimodal representatives
The CAC meets on the last Wednesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the San Mateo County
Transit District headquarters at 1250 San Carlos Avenue in San Carlos.
Interested persons can download the CAC application here or call 650-508-6279 (TTY 650-5086448). Applications are due by March 6.
SamTrans vision is to be a mobility leader, providing transportation choices and sustainable
future that
meets the needs of our diverse communities.
###
About SamTrans: SamTrans operates 73 routes throughout San Mateo County. Funded in part
by a half-cent sales tax, the San Mateo County Transit District also provides administrative
support for Caltrain and the San Mateo County Transportation Authority. SamTrans has provided
bus service to San Mateo County customers since 1976.
Like us on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/samtrans or and follow us on Twitter
@SamTrans_News.
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Ralston Middle School & San Carlos Children’s Theater present the
musical

“Beauty and the Beast, Jr.”

Director: Eron Block. Choreographer: Daina Block. Music Director: Susie Jimenez.

Cast and Crew
All actors are students of Ralston Middle School! Also, Ralston students will be operating the
lights and sound, and working backstage. Be entertained while supporting the students!

Story
This musical tells the story of Belle, a young woman in a provincial town, and the Beast, who is
really a young prince trapped under the spell of an enchantress. If the Beast can learn to love and
be loved, the curse will end and he will be transformed to his former self. But time is running
out. If the Beast does not learn his lesson soon, he and his household will be doomed for all
eternity!

Performance Dates
Friday March 27 at 7:00 PM
Saturday March 28 at 7:00 PM
Sunday March 29 at 1:00 PM

Venue
McKinley Auditorium
400 Duane Street
Redwood City, CA 94062

Tickets and Info
Tickets $10 / person.
Tickets at http://www.scctkids.com/beauty-and-the-beast-jr-ralston-middle-school/

City Manager’s Weekly Update

Community Calendars
Twin Pines Community Center

February 20, 2015

City Manager’s Weekly Update

Belmont Public Library

February 20, 2015

