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88 Press Releases were issued during 2011, as follows: 

DATE:  TITLE: 

1/4/2011 Commission Openings  

1/5/2011 Free Internet Technology Safety Presentation for Parents 

1/7/2011 Mountain Lion Sighting 

1/11/2011 Red Cross At Twin Pines 

1/18/2011 Traffic Collision - Auto v. Pedestrian 

1/24/2011 Commission Opening Reminder 

1/25/2011 Hwy 101 Bridge Project Shutdown Reminder 

1/31/2011 Commission Recruitment Extended 

2/1/2011 Non-Injury Traffic Collision Knocks out Power 

2/11/2011 Subway Sandwiches 1602 El Camino - Robbery 

2/22/2011 Street Sweeping Schedule 

3/10/2011 Owner Builder Workshop 

3/14/2011 Commission Recruitment Extended 

3/17/2011 School Custodian Arrested 

3/17/2011 Pedestrian Decoy Operations 

3/21/2011 Belmont CERT Participating in County-wide Emergency Exercise 

3/22/2011 Pedestrian Decoy Operation in Belmont - Results 

3/22/2011 Beautiful Belmont 2011 

3/23/2011 Unlawful Sex with a Minor - Suspect Arrested 

3/29/2011 2-Day Sober Graduation Event at NDHS 

3/30/2011 Belmont CERT County-wide Emergency Exercise Follow-Up 

4/1/2011 BPD Joins Effort to Crack down on Cell Phone Use and Texting 

4/1/2011 Traffic Collision - Driver Arrested for DUI and Child Endangerment 

4/11/2011 Burglary Suspect Arrested 

4/15/2011 Kidnapping - Suspect in Custody 

4/25/2011 PD Distracted Driving Enforcement April 26 & 27 

5/10/2011 Theft From Vehicles 

5/13/2011 April Distracted Driving Enforcement Campaign Results 

5/18/2011 Carjacking UPDATE Suspect in Custody 

5/18/2011 Suspicious Person Impersonating a City Employee 

5/18/2011 Carjacking 

5/20/2011 Vehicle Theft UPDATE 

5/20/2011 2011 Click-It or Ticket 

5/25/2011 Suspect Arrested in Stolen Car 

5/26/2011 Thinking of Running for Office? 

6/2/2011 Suspects Sought in Residential Burglary 

6/3/2011 Update Residential Burglary 

6/6/2011 Juveniles Arrested for School Burglary 

6/21/2011 Doug Fry Named Interim Fire Chief for the New Belmont Fire Department 
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6/27/2011 Highway 101 Closure Reminder - Belmont Pedestrian/Bicycle Bridge 

6/28/2011 Highway 101 Closure Update - Belmont Pedestrian/Bicycle Bridge 

7/12/2011 Election Season Set to Begin 

7/15/2011 Belmont Police Invites Residents To a Free Senior Fraud Prevention 

7/15/2011 Workshop and Warn of "Grandson Scam" Targetting Seniors 

7/18/2011 Three Arrested in Residential Burglary 

7/19/2011 Three Arrested in Residential Burglary Update 

7/22/2011 2011 Capital Pavement Maintenance Project 

7/29/2011 Belmont Police Alert Residents Increase in Residential Burglaries 

7/30/2011 Nighttime Residential Burglaries 

8/5/2011 Hwy 101 Closure - Belmont Pedestrial/Bicycle Bridge 

8/9/2011 2011 Capital Pavement Maintenance Project 

8/10/2011 City of Belmont Expands Access to Telphone Community Alert System  

8/11/2011 Hwy 101 Closure 

8/11/2011 Arrest in Recent Burlary Spree 

8/12/2011 Ralston and Alameda de las Pulgas Pavement Striping 

8/15/2011 Armed Robbery - Suspects In Custody 

8/18/2011 Hwy 101 Closure - 8/22/2011 

8/22/2011 Search Warrant - Burglary Investigation 

8/30/2011 Suspect Arrested After Photgraphing Neighbor 

9/6/2011 Mail Thief Arrested 

9/12/2011 2011 California Coastal Clean-Up 

9/12/2011 Candidate Write-In Information 

9/28/2011 Belmont Fire Swearing-In 

9/29/2011 Belmont's First In-House City Attorney 

10/5/2011 Belmont Police & Fire Dept launch Belmont Public Safety Channel on YouTube 

10/7/2011 BPOA MOU - No Pay Increase & New Lower Pension Tier 

10/11/2011 Red Ribbon Week Poster Contest 

10/12/2011 Bay Area Red Cross to Present New Disaster Mental Health Course in Belmont 

10/14/2011 Officer Injured in Dog Attack 

10/14/2011 Highway 101 Closure 

10/17/2011 5th Annual Beautiful Belmont Awards Program 

10/18/2011 Highway 101 Closure - Cancelled Belmont Pedestrian/Bicycle Bridge 

10/24/2011 Motel 6 Robbery 

10/28/2011 Robbery Suspects Arrested 

10/28/2011 Highway 101 Closure 

10/31/2011 Traffic Collision - Auto-Pedestrian 

11/7/2011 Fugitive Arrested After Foot Chase 

11/8/2011 First Ever Nationwide Test of the Emergency Alert System Wednesday,   

  November 9 

11/14/2011 Ribbon Cutting Ceremony ï Belmontôs U.S. 101 Pedestrian/Bicycle Bridge 
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11/15/2011 Theft Suspect Arrested 

11/18/2011 Belmont police Lieutenant Receives Attorney General Award Recongnizing 28 

Years of Service with The Belmont Police Department 

11/28/2011 Suspicious Circumstances 

12/5/2011 Fish and Game Deer Study 

12/6/2011 City Hall Closure 

12/6/2011 Traffic Collision Solo Vehicle Into Tree 

12/12/2011 Fatal Traffic Collision 

12/13/2011 Belmont Police to Conduct Pedestrian Safety Operation  

12/14/2011 Woman Rescued after Elevator Accident 

  



1/4/2011 Commission Openings  
       

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   

January 4, 2011 

CONTACT: Terri Cook ï (650) 595-7413 

 

 

Belmont Seeks Residents for Commission Openings 
Belmont, CA -- The City of Belmont is currently recruiting residents interested in serving on various City 

Commissions, as well as seeking a new Belmont representative for the San Mateo County Mosquito and Vector 

Control District. The deadline to apply is 5:00 P.M. Friday, January 28, 2011, and the application is available on 

the Cityôs website: www.belmont.gov under ñCity Council and Commissions,ò by calling (650) 595-7413, or in 

person at the City Clerkôs Office, City Hall, One Twin Pines Lane, Suite 375. 

There are two openings on the Planning Commission for three-year terms. The Planning Commission meets the 

first and third Tuesdays of the month at 7:00 p.m. The Commission reviews and takes action on planning 

applications, including design review, and makes recommendations to the City Council on zoning and land use 

issues. 

There are four openings for adult seats on the Parks and Recreation Commission for two-year terms. The Parks 

and Recreation Commission meets the first Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. and makes recommendations to 

the City Council on matters pertaining to Belmontôs Park and Recreation programs, as well as on capital 

improvements to the Cityôs various parks and open space areas. 

There are two openings for Youth seats on the Parks and Recreation Commission. The City Council will 

consider applications from Belmont residents who are between the ages of 13 and 17 years old. Parent/Guardian 

consent is mandatory. These seats are one-year terms. Youth members are full voting members of the Commission. 

There two openings on the Finance Commission for three-year terms. The Finance Commission meets bimonthly 

on the first Thursday at 7:30 p.m. and participates in the budget review process, conducts an annual review of the 

Cityôs investment policy, and, at the request of the City Council, evaluates proposals, programs and contracts for 

long and short term financial consequences. Finance Commissioners serve for three-year terms. 

The City is also seeking a new representative to the San Mateo County Mosquito and Vector Control District. 

Board members of this district represent the City of Belmont by assisting to make decisions that shape and mold our 

public health program for the citizens of our San Mateo County. The board meets on the second Wednesday of the 

month at 7:00 p.m. 

To apply for any of these positions and to have an opportunity to make a contribution to your community, fill out the 

application form available on the website or from the City Clerkôs Office (One Twin Pines Lane, Suite 375), and 

return it to the City Clerk no later than 5:00 PM on Friday, January 28, 2011. Applicants must live in Belmont. 

Planning Commissioners and the representative to the Mosquito and Vector Control District receive a stipend for 

their service, but there is no compensation for the other positions. It should be noted that incumbent members of all 

these commissions are eligible to apply for reappointment. The current representative to the Mosquito and Vector 

Control District is not seeking reappointment. 

For more information, contact the City Clerkôs Office at 650-595-7413. 

 

    # # # 

 

Distribution: 

 

The Independent/Examiner 

The San Mateo Times 

The San Mateo Daily News 

The San Mateo Daily Journal 

Council, Commissioners, Chamber, Neighborhood Assoc. Presidents, SMT, PIC, Web 

  

http://www.belmont.gov/


1/5/2011 Free Internet Technology Safety Presentation for Parents 

 

 

Press Release 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

January 4, 2011  

  

CONTACT:  

Lt. Patrick Halleran (650) 595 -7430  

 

 

Belmont Police Offer  
Free Internet Technology Safety Presentation for Parents 
Belmont, CA --  
 

 

The Belmont Police Department, as part of the Belmont Safe Schools Program, is presenting a 

free presentation for parents on Internet Technology Safety. The program is open to any parent, 

not just those living in Belmont. It should be noted that the information presented is geared for 

parents only and not intended for children. 

 

The presentation will be on Thursday, January 6, 2011 at 7:00 pm in St. Michaelôs Hall, on the 

campus of the Immaculate Heart of Mary School at 1000 Alameda de las Pulgas, in Belmont. 

The There is NO COST and Refreshments will be served. The speaker, Detective Wally Rosales 

of the Millbrae Police Department will cover topics such as: 

 

¶ How children are victimized, why they are victimized, why kids donôt tell and the social 

pressures online. 

¶ Get a glimpse into the ñDark side of the Internetò and see first hand how children are being 

solicited for sex online. 

¶ What happens to children in chat rooms and social networking sites. 

 

 

 

### 

  



1/7/2011 Mountain Lion Sighting 

 

 

 

BELMONT POLICE DEPARTMENT  

PRESS RELEASE 
Pursuant to California Government Code § 6254(f) 

______________________________________________________________________________  

Type of Incident: Mt. Lion sighted near school campus     

Case #: 1012-00147  

Location: Ralston Middle School ï 2675 Ralston Avenue, Belmont  

Date: 1/7/11 Time: 1006hrs 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

EVENT   

This morning at approx. 10:05 AM, Belmont PD received a call over our Safe Schools radio 

system from Ralston Middle School, advising that a Mt. Lion had been seen near the athletic 

field and the students had been moved into the buildings as a precaution. Belmont Police and the 

California Department of Fish & Game responded to the school and conducted a search. No Mt. 

Lion or associated physical evidence was located. 

The sole witness, a 6th grade student, was interviewed and indicated that he had been on the field 

during a physical education class and saw the Mt. Lion on the other side of the perimeter fence 

which boarders the west side of the school property. Based on the boy's statement, Fish & Game 

believes that the animal appears to have been a juvenile Mt. Lion. 

Classes resumed as normal approximates an hour later, however further outdoor activity on the 

fields was cancelled for today, again as a precautionary measure. The school notified parents of 

todayôs reported sighting. 

More than half of California is mountain lion habitat. Mountain lions generally exist wherever 

deer are found. They are solitary and elusive, and their nature is to avoid humans. The California 

Department of Fish & Game provides tips on what to do if confronted by mountain lions or other 

threatening wild animals. More information regarding mountain lions can be found on the 

Department of Fish & Game website at (http://www.dfg.ca.gov/news/issues/lion/). 

### 

By: Lieutenant Patrick Halleran    Authorized By: Captain Dan DeSmidt 

Date: 1/7/11 Time: 1400hrs     Date: 1/7/11 Time: 1400hrs 

http://www.dfg.ca.gov/news/issues/lion/


1/11/2011 Red Cross At Twin Pines 

NEWS 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   

January 11, 2011 

CONTACT: Laura Guluzzy, Recreation Coordinator (650) 637-2976   

Email: lguluzzy@belmont.gov 

Belmont Parks & Recreation Department                                                                    

20 Twin Pines Lane, Belmont, CA 94002 

www.belmont.gov 

ȖǖǺǴǭǺǯǵǺǳ ȀǴǱ ǽȁǭǸǵȀȅ ǻǲ ǸǵǲǱ ǲǻǾ ȀǴǱ ǯǻǹǹȁǺǵȀȅȗ   

Belmont, CA ς 

 

ñRed Cross Shelter at Belmontôs Twin Pinesò  

Belmontôs Twin Pines Senior & Community Center was utilized as a Red Cross Shelter this morning. 
Residents from the apartment building fire at 2515 Carlmont Drive were transported to the Center in the 
early morning hours. Lieutenant Pat Halleran of the Belmont Police Department was in charge of the 
relocation efforts. Belmont Parks and Recreation Director, Jonathan Gervais was on hand to assist the 
Red Cross and other staff. SamTrans provided transportation for displaced residents, both to and from 
the Center. Many apartment residents were allowed to return to their units to collect some of their 
personal belongings, once the Fire department determined it was safe to enter. Lunch was provided at 
the Center for the apartment residents by the Red Cross, and all were assisted in finding temporary 
lodging. The Twin Pines Senior & Community Center is a designated emergency shelter for the City of 
Belmont. Call: (650) 595-7444 for more information. 

### 

Distribution:  

The San Mateo County Times 

The San Mateo Daily News/Palo Alto Daily News 

The San Mateo Daily Journal 

Foster City Islander 

Bay Daily Post 

Belmont Patch  

The Examiner/Independent 

Council, Commissioners,  

Chamber, Neighborhood Assoc. Presidents, SMT, PIC, web 

 

  

http://www.belmont.gov/


1/18/2011 Traffic Collision - Auto v. Pedestrian 

 

 

 

 

BELMONT POLICE DEPARTMENT  

PRESS RELEASE 

Pursuant to California Government Code § 6254(f)  

______________________________________________________________________  
Type of Incident: Traffic Collision ï Auto v. Pedestrian Case #: 1101-0100  
Location: Harbor Blvd & Old County Rd, Belmont Date: 1/18/11 Time: 1048hrs 
______________________________________________________________________ 

EVENT  

 

On Tuesday, January 18, 2011 @ approx. 1045hrs, Belmont Police and Belmont-San Carlos Fire 

responded to the intersection of Harbor Blvd & Old County Rd, on a report of a pedestrian struck 

by a vehicle. 

Upon arrival, officers found a woman down in the west-bound lanes of Harbor Blvd, between 

Old County Rd & El Camino Real. The victim, Mei Song, age 70 of Half Moon Bay, was 

crossing Harbor Blvd S/B in the crosswalk on the west side of the intersection, when she was 

struck by a FedEx delivery truck that was turning onto W/B Harbor Blvd from N/B Old County 

Rd. 

Song was treated at the scene by paramedics and transported to an area hospital with non life 

threatening injuries. Harbor Blvd between El Camino & Elmer St was closed for approx. 35min 

during the investigation of the collision. The cause of the collision is pending completion of the 

investigation. 

### 

By: Lieutenant Patrick Halleran    Authorized By: Lieutenant Patrick Halleran 

Date: 1/18/11 Time: 1215hrs     Date: 1/18/11 Time: 1215hrs 

 

  



1/24/2011 Commission Opening Reminder 

 

 

 

NEWS  

FOR IM MEDIATE RELEASE    

January 24, 2011 

CONTACT:  Terri Cook ï (650) 595-7413 

 

Belmont Seeks Residents for Commission Openings  
Belmont, CA -- The deadline is fast approaching for application to one of Belmontôs commissions. There are two 

openings on the Planning Commission for three-year terms. The Planning Commission meets the first and third 

Tuesdays of the month at 7:00 p.m. The Commission reviews and takes action on planning applications, including 

design review, and makes recommendations to the City Council on zoning and land use issues. 

There are four openings for adult seats on the Parks and Recreation Commission for two-year terms. The Parks 

and Recreation Commission meets the first Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. and makes recommendations to 

the City Council on matters pertaining to Belmontôs Park and Recreation programs, as well as on capital 

improvements to the Cityôs various parks and open space areas. 

There are two openings for Youth seats on the Parks and Recreation Commission. The City Council will 

consider applications from Belmont residents who are between the ages of 13 and 17 years old. Parent/Guardian 

consent is mandatory. These seats are one-year terms. Youth members are full voting members of the Commission. 

There two openings on the Finance Commission for three-year terms. The Finance Commission meets bimonthly 

on the first Thursday at 7:30 p.m. and participates in the budget review process, conducts an annual review of the 

Cityôs investment policy, and, at the request of the City Council, evaluates proposals, programs and contracts for 

long and short term financial consequences. Finance Commissioners serve for three-year terms. 

The City is also seeking a new representative to the San Mateo County Mosquito and Vector Control District. 

Board members of this district represent the City of Belmont by assisting to make decisions that shape and mold our 

public health program for the citizens of our San Mateo County. The board meets on the second Wednesday of the 

month at 7:00 p.m. 

To apply for any of these positions and to have an opportunity to make a contribution to your community, fill out the 

application form available on the website or from the City Clerkôs Office (One Twin Pines Lane, Suite 375), and 

return it to the City Clerk no later than 5:00 PM on Friday, January 28, 2011. Applicants must live in Belmont. 

Planning Commissioners and the representative to the Mosquito and Vector Control District receive a stipend for 

their service, but there is no compensation for the other positions. It should be noted that incumbent members of all 

these commissions are eligible to apply for reappointment. The current representative to the Mosquito and Vector 

Control District is not seeking reappointment. 

For more information, contact the City Clerkôs Office at 650-595-7413. 

 

# # #  

Distribution:  

The Independent/Examiner  

The San Mateo Times  

The San Mateo Daily News  

The San Mateo Daily Journal  

Council, Commissioners, Chamber, Neighborhood Assoc. Presidents, SMT, PIC, Web  
 

  



1/25/2011 Hwy 101 Bridge Project Shutdown Reminder 

Press Release 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
January 25, 2011  

CONTACT:  Lt. Patrick Halleran (650) 595-7430  

REMINDER TO THE MOTORING PUBLIC  

HWY 101 TO EXPERIENCE LATE NIGHT SHUT -DOWNS THIS WEEK  

AS PART OF BELMONT BICYCLE/PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE PROJE CT  

Belmont, CA --   

The Belmont Police Department would like to remind the motoring public of 
two planned shut -downs of the Hwy 101 freeway, in Belmont, this week. The 

shut -downs are required so construction crews can install steel I -beam 
supports for the bicycle/pedestrian bridge. Once completed the bridge will 

join the west side of the freeway with the Belmont Sports Complex and the 
San Francisco Bay Trail.  

The shutdowns will occur on consecutive nights and will affect the freeway 
between Ralston Avenue a nd Hillsdale Blvd.  

¶ The first shut -down will occur tomorrow morning, Wednesday, 

January, 26 th  from 12:30AM and 4:00AM and will affect all N/B lanes 
of Hwy 101. N/B 101 traffic will be diverted onto Ralston Ave and 

directed west to El Camino Real and north t o Hillsdale Blvd.  

¶ The second shut -down will occur on Thursday, January 27 th  from 

1:00AM to 4:30AM and will affect all S/B lanes of Hwy 101. S/B 101 
traffic will be diverted onto Hillsdale Blvd and directed west to El 

Camino Real and south to Ralston Ave.  

Night - time construction on the bridge project will occur all week, but full 

shut -downs are only required on Wednesday and Thursday mornings.  

# # #  

 

  



1/31/2011 Commission Recruitment Extended 

 

 

 

NEWS 
Immediate Release 

January 31, 2011  

Commission Recruitemen t Extended  

Belmont, CA --  The City of Belmont has extended the deadline for applicants 

for its three commissions, as well as Belmontôs representative to the San 
Mateo County Mosquito and Vector Control District. The purpose of the 

extension is to create a larger pool of candidates for the City Councilôs 
consideration. The new deadline to apply is 5:00 P.M. Friday, February 4, 

2011 , and the application is available on the Cityôs website: 
www.belmont.gov  under ñCity Council and Commissions,ò by calling (650) 

595 -7413, or in person at the City Clerkôs Office, City Hall, One Twin Pines 
Lane, Suite 375.  

There are two openings on the Planning Commission for three -year terms, 

and one vacant position due to a recent resignatio n. This term has one year 

remaining. One incumbent for one of the full term seats has not reapplied, 
and the other one has. The Planning Commission meets the first and third 

Tuesdays of the month at 7:00 p.m. The Commission reviews and takes 
action on plan ning applications, including design review, and makes 

recommendations to the City Council on zoning and land use issues.  
 

There are four openings for adult seats on the Parks and Recreation 
Commission  for two -year terms. The Parks and Recreation Commission  

meets the first Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. and makes 
recommendations to the City Council on matters pertaining to Belmontôs 

Park and Recreation programs, as well as on capital improvements to the 
Cityôs various parks and open space areas. All four incumbents have 

reapplied.  
 

There are two openings for Youth seats on the Parks and Recreation 

Commission . The City Council will consider applications from Belmont 
residents who are between the ages of 13 and 17 years old. Parent/Guardian 

consent is mand atory. These seats are one -year terms. Youth members are 

http://www.belmont.gov/


full voting members of the Commission. One of the two incumbents has 

reapplied  
 

There two openings on the Finance Commission for three -year terms. The 
Finance Commission meets bimonthly on the first Thursday at 7:30 p.m. and 

participates in the budget review process, conducts an annual review of the 
Cityôs investment policy, and, at the request of the City Council, evaluates 

proposals, programs and contracts for long and short term financial 
consequen ces. Finance Commissioners serve for three -year terms. Neither of 

the incumbents has reapplied.  
 

The City is also seeking a new representative to the San Mateo County 
Mosquito and Vector Control District . Board members of this district 

represent the City o f Belmont by assisting to make decisions that shape and 
mold our public health program for the citizens of our San Mateo County. 

The board meets on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m.  

 
To apply for any of these positions and to have an opportuni ty to make a 

contribution to your community, fill out the application form available on the 
website or from the City Clerkôs Office (One Twin Pines Lane, Suite 375), and 

return it to the City Clerk no later than 5:00 PM on Friday, February 4, 2011. 
Applica nts must live in Belmont. Planning Commissioners and the 

representative to the Mosquito and Vector Control District receive a stipend 
for their service, but there is no compensation for the other positions. It 

should be noted that incumbent members of all these commissions are 
eligible to apply for reappointment. The current representative to the 

Mosquito and Vector Control District is not seeking reappointment.  
 

For more information, contact the City Clerkôs Office at 650-595 -7413.  

# # # 

Distribution: 

The Independent/Examiner 

The San Mateo Times 

The San Mateo Daily News 

The San Mateo Daily Journal 

Council, Commissioners, Chamber, Neighborhood Assoc. Presidents, SMT, PIC, Web 

 

  



2/1/2011 Non-Injury Traffic Collision Knocks out Power 

 

 

 

 

BELMONT POLICE DEPART MENT  

PRESS RELEASE 
Pursuant to California Government Code § 6254(f) 

______________________________________________________________________________  

Type of Incident: Non-Injury Traffic Collision Knocks out Power   Case #: 1102-

0002 

 

Location: 2000 Blk Mezes Ave, Belmont     Date: 2/1/11 Time: 0845hrs  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

EVENT 

A pick-up truck collided with a utility pole this morning, knocking out electrical service to a 

Belmont neighborhood. There were no injuries, but approx. 200 customers lost power as a result 

of the collision. The cause of the collision is under investigation, but the following is known at 

this time. 

 

At approx. 8:45am, a Chevrolet pick-up driven by a 17-year old Belmont youth, was westbound 

in the 2000 block of Mezes Ave, when the vehicle collided with a utility pole. The pole broke in 

half as a result of the impact, bringing down live power lines onto the street. Belmont Police, 

Belmont-San Carlos Fire and PG&E crews responded to the scene and secured the lines. The 

driver was not injured and no other vehicles were involved.  

 

PG&E crews will be working throughout the day to erect a new utility pole and restore service to 

the neighborhood. It is anticipated that electrical service will be restored by this evening. 

 

 

### 

 

By: Lieutenant Patrick Halleran 

Date: 2/1/11 Time: 1500hrs       

Authorized By: Captain Dan DeSmidt 

Date: 2/1/11 Time: 1500hrs  

 

  



2/11/2011 Subway Sandwiches 1602 El Camino ï Robbery 

 

 

 

 

BELMONT POLICE DEPARTMENT  

PRESS RELEASE 

Pursuant to California Government Code § 6254(f) 

______________________________________________________________________________  
Type of Incident: Robbery       Case #: 1102 -0060  

 
Location: Subway Sandwiches -1602 El Camino Real, Belmont   Date : 02/10/11 Time: 

8:40PM  

______________________________________________________________________________

EVENT  
On 2/10/11 at approximately 8:40 PM, Belmont PD officers responded to the Subway 

Sandwich Shop located at 1602 El Camino Real on a report of a robbe ry that had just 

occurred. Though the investigation is on going, the following is known at this time.  

 
Two male subjects entered the shop and confronted the lone employee. The men demanded 

cash and an undetermined amount of cash was taken from the register . The subjects were 

last seen leaving the area on foot.  

 
An extensive area check for the subjects was conducted with negative results.  

 
Suspect Description:  

 
Suspect #1 -was described as a white male, 18 -25 years of age, approximately 5ô10ò-6ô00ò 

tall, 160 -185 lbs, wearing a black hooded sweatshirt, black gloves, and blue jeans.  

 
Suspect #2 -was described as a white male, 18 -25 years of age, approximately 5ô10ò-6ô00ò 

tall, 160 -185 lbs, wearing a gray hooded sweatshirt, a dark colored beanie or ski mask, and 

khaki or light denim pants.  

 
Anyone with information regarding this case is asked to contact Belmont PD investigators at 

(650)595 -7400.  

 

By:  Sgt. R. Digneo  

Date: 02/10/11 Time: 2300 hrs.        

Authorized By: Sgt. R. Digneo  

Date: 02/10/11 Time: 2300 hrs.      

 

  



2/22/2011 Street Sweeping Schedule 

 

NEWS 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   

February 18, 2011 
  
CONTACT: Diane Lynn (650) 595-7425   

Email: dlynn@belmont.gov 

Department of Public Works                                                                    

One Twin Pines Lane, STE 385 Belmont, CA 94002 

www.belmont.gov 

Press Release 

 

Important Information Regarding Your Street Sweeping Schedule  

Due to the new Recology garbage collection schedule and Belmontôs street sweeping schedule, 

there was an overlap in service. The Public Works Maintenance Department reviewed the 

schedules and found a conflict in two areas. The City has modified the street sweeping schedule 

to accommodate our residents. 

Effective March 01, 2011, the new sweeping days will only change for the following areas: 

Original sweeping day New sweeping day 

Tuesday Wednesday 

Wednesday Tuesday 

Bi-Weekly street sweeping occurs between the hours of 5:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. (Monday ï 

Friday) on specified residential roadways. The updated street sweeping map and notice will be 

mailed in your next garbage bill with the neighborhoods and scheduled dates. You may also visit 

our website at www.belmont.gov to view your neighborhoodsô designated time frame.  

For more information, you may contact the Public Works Department at 650-595-7425 

 

  

http://www.belmont.gov/


3/10/2011 Owner Builder Workshop 

 

 

NEWS 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

March 15, 2011 

CONTACT: Mark Nolfi, Building Official (650) 595-7450 

Community Development Department 

Belmont, CA ï 

 

Owner-Builder Wor kshop 

 

On Thursday, April 14, 2011, at 6:30 PM the Community Development 

Department will be hosting an Owner-Builder Workshop on the 2nd floor 

of City Hall, in the EOC room. Topics will include Design Review, Floor 

Area Ratios, Parking Requirements, Building Permit Submittal, Inspections, 

Green Building Practices, and new to this seminar, the state green building 

code, CALGreen. While not a ñhow-to- buildò seminar, this event is for any 

owner contemplating an addition or alteration construction project. For 

registration, please contact Kelsey Mathias at (650) 595-7422 or 

kmathias@belmont.gov. Space is limited. Refreshments will be served. 
 

 

# # # 
 

Distribution: 

The San Mateo County Times 

The San Mateo Times 

The San Mateo Daily Journal 

Foster City Islander 

Bay Daily Post 

The Examiner/Independent 

Council, Commissioners, 

Chamber, Neighborhood Assoc. Presidents, SMT, PIC, web 
  



3/14/2011 Commission Recruitment Extended 

 

 
NEWS     

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   

March 10, 2011 

CONTACT: Terri Cook ς (650) 595-7413 

Commission Recruitment Extended 

 

Belmont, CA -- The City of Belmont has extended the application process in order to fill an open position on its 

Finance Commission. At its regular meeting of March 8th, the City Council appointed the one applicant it had for 

the Commission, but one vacant position still exists for a three-year term expiring in 2014. In addition, a recent 

resignation has caused an additional vacancy, with two years remaining on that position. The new deadline to apply 

is 5:00 P.M. Friday, April 2 9th, 2011, and the application is available on the Cityôs website: www.belmont.gov 

under ñCity Council and Commissions,ò by calling (650) 595-7413, or in person at the City Clerkôs Office, City 

Hall, One Twin Pines Lane, Suite 375. 

 

The Finance Commission meets bimonthly on the first Thursday at 7:30 p.m., and participates in the budget review 

process, conducts an annual review of the Cityôs investment policy and, at the request of the City Council, evaluates 

proposals, programs and contracts for long and short term financial consequences. Finance Commissioners serve for 

three-year terms. It occasionally holds special or additional meetings on an as-needed basis. Candidates with a 

finance background and experience are especially encouraged to apply. 

To apply for either position and to have an opportunity to make a contribution to your community, fill out the 

application form available on the website or from the City Clerkôs Office (One Twin Pines Lane, Suite 375), and 

return it to the City Clerk no later than 5:00 PM on Friday, April 29, 2011. Applicants must live in Belmont. 

For more information on the application process, contact the City Clerkôs Office at 650-595-7413. For information 

regarding the work of the Finance Commission itself, please contact Thomas Fil, Finance Director, at (650) 595-

7435. 

 

# # # 

Distribution: 
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3/17/2011 School Custodian Arrested 

 

 

 

 

BELMONT POLICE DEPARTMENT  

PRESS RELEASE 
Pursuant to California Government Code § 6254(f) 

 
_____________ _____________________________________________________  

Type of Incident: School Custodian Arrested    

Case #: 1011-0078 

Suspect: Andre Edwards, 52 yrs Hayward CA 

Location: Ralston Middle School   

Date: 03/17/11     

Time: 3:30 PM 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

EVENT 

 

Belmont PD investigators arrested Andre Edwards of Hayward on a $200,000 warrant citing two 

felony counts of 288A PC (Annoying/Molesting a Child). Investigators completed a thorough 

investigation following an allegation that the Ralston Middle School custodian groped a female 

student on campus in November of last year. That investigation eventually uncovered additional 

information on a previously unsubstantiated allegation from 2001, which resulted in the second 

count.  

 

During the investigation Edwards separated employment from the School District and is no 

longer associated with the school. The results of the four month long investigation were turned 

over to the San Mateo County District Attorneyôs Office and an arrest warrant was issued 

yesterday. 

 

Edwards was arrested today at his Hayward home without incident, and will be booked into Jail. 

 

Anyone with information regarding this case is asked to contact Belmont PD investigators at  

(650) 595-7400 or the Crime Tip Line at (650) 598-3000. 

 

 

 

By: Capt. Dan DeSmidt      Authorized By: Chief Don Mattei 

Date: 03/17/11 Time: 1600 hrs.     Date: 03/17/11 Time: 1600 hrs. 
 

  



3/17/2011 Pedestrian Decoy Operations 

 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  CONTACT  

March 17, 2011 Sergeant Mike Braké  650-595-7400 

 

Pedestrian Decoy Operation to be Held in Belmont 
 

 

Belmont, CA --  
 

The Belmont Police Department, in cooperation with, Millbrae, Burlingame, Foster City, San Mateo 

Police Departments, the San Mateo County Sheriffôs San Carlos Police Bureau & the California Highway 

Patrol will be conducting a joint Pedestrian Decoy Operation on Tuesday, March 22, 2011 in the City of 

Belmont. The Belmont operation will be conducted between 8:30 AM and 2:00 PM at several 

intersections in Belmont.  

 

Police personnel in plain clothes will be used to cross the roadways in marked crosswalks, while 

motorcycle officers will watch for pedestrian right of way violations. Motorists failing to yield the right of 

way to the pedestrian will be stopped and may be issued a citation under section 21950 of the California 

Vehicle Code.  

 

ñOur goal is to raise driversô awareness of their responsibility to stop for pedestrians in marked 

crosswalks,ò explained Sergeant Mike Brak® of the Belmont Police Department. ñThis is an opportunity 

to educate the motoring public on pedestrian right of way and related traffic lawsò, continued Sgt. Brak®.  

 

The departments will carry out enforcement of pedestrian right of way violations on a continuous basis 

and will continue to work together on future pedestrian decoy events in their respective cities. 

 

  



3/21/2011 Belmont CERT Participating in County-wide Emergency Exercise 

 

 

Press Release 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

March 21, 2011                                    

   

CONTACT:    Lieutenant Patrick Halleran  (650) 595 -7430  

 

Belmont Community Emergency Response Teams 

Participating in County-Wide Emergency Exercise 
 

Belmont, CA --  
On Thursday March, 24, 2011 from 9 a.m. until noon, members of the Belmont-San Carlos 

Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) will be participating in the San Mateo County 

Health Systemôs ñSilver Dragon Vò emergency drill. CERT members will be going door-to-door 

in the Sterling Downs and Central Neighborhoods, in Belmont delivering kitchen fire safety 

information, to simulate the distribution of medicine and medical supplies from the U.S. Centers 

for Disease Control and Preventionôs Strategic National Stockpile. The medicine and/or supplies 

would be distributed through the San Mateo County Health System, in the event of a major 

health emergency. CERT team members will be wearing green helmets or caps and green 

reflective vests. 

 

Belmont-San Carlos CERT members will be joined by CERT members from the Redwood City 

Fire Department and Volunteers from both the Belmont and Redwood City Police Departments. 

 

ñThe recent tragic events in Japan reinforce our need to be ready, as a community, to respond in 

times of disasterò. Both Fire Chief Doug Fry and I strongly believe that community-government 

partnerships like CERT are vital parts of disaster preparednessò, said Belmont Police Chief Don 

Mattei. ñThis exercise also shows how the various emergency services in San Mateo County 

work together on a daily basisò, Chief Mattei added. 

 

Belmont-San Carlos CERT was formed in 2002 to give local residents the skills to help 

themselves and their neighbors in times of disaster or other emergency. As of 2010, over 500 

community members have been through the basic 20-hour CERT course. In addition, CERT 

classes have been taught to Belmont city employees and staff at Notre Dame de Namur 

University. 
 
 

 

# # # 
 

  



3/22/2011 Pedestrian Decoy Operation in Belmont ï Results 

 

Press Release 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  CONTACT  

March 21, 2011 Lieutenant Patrick Halleran  650-595-7430 

 

Pedestrian Decoy Operation in Belmont - Results 
 

 

Belmont, CA --  
 

The Belmont Police Department, in cooperation with, Millbrae, Burlingame, Foster City, San 

Mateo Police Departments and the San Mateo County Sheriffôs Office held a joint Pedestrian 

Decoy Operation on Tuesday, March 22, 2011 in the City of Belmont from 8:30 AM to 2:00 PM 

at five (5) locations in Belmont; El Camino Real & 5th Ave, El Camino Real & Ruth Ave, 

Ralston Ave & Elmer St, Ralston Ave & Maywood Dr and Ralston Ave & Villa Ave. 

 

The goal of the operation was to raise driver awareness of pedestrians. Five (5) plain clothes 

ñdecoysò, all personnel from the involved agencies, crossed at intersections, in marked 

crosswalks. ñOur goal is to raise driversô awareness of their responsibility to stop for pedestrians 

in marked crosswalksò, said Belmont Police Sergeant Brak®, who was in charge of the operation. 

 

In all, officers made 93 enforcement stops and issued 77 citations for pedestrian right of way 

violations. There was one traffic collision during the operation, at Ralston Ave & Villa Ave, 

when a driver, who had stopped for a pedestrian, who had not yet stepped off the curb, was rear 

ended by another vehicle. ñThat driver was following too closely and told officers he assumed 

that the vehicle in front of him would keep goingò said Sergeant Brakeô. ñThe driver who 

stopped did the right thingò, ñThis shows how important it is for drivers to be alert and maintain 

a safe stopping distanceò, Sergeant Brakeô added. 

 

Since 2007, the City of Belmont has averaged three (3) auto-pedestrian collisions per year, all of 

which resulted in minor to moderate injuries. According to the California Office of Traffic 

Safety (OTS), pedestrians represent 18% of all traffic related fatalities and almost 5% of all 

traffic related injuries. In 2008 almost 650 pedestrians were killed in California and over 13,000 

were injured, according to OTS. 

 

# # # 

 

  



3/22/2011 Beautiful Belmont 2011 

 

 

NEWS 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   

March 21, 2011 
 

CONTACT: Joni Stallings ς (650) 595-7408 

 

4
th

 Annual Beautiful Belmont Awards Program  

Belmont, CA - The City of Belmont City Council proudly announces the 4
th
 Annual presentation 

of the Beautiful Belmont Awards Program at the City Council Meeting on Tuesday, March 22
nd

 

at 7:30 PM. The City congratulates the 2011 Award recipients in the following categories ï for 

Commercial the Godfatherôs Burger Lounge renovation and for Residential the newly 

constructed home at 900 South Road. 

This recognition program is designed to acknowledge individuals, businesses, and community 

groups who have enhanced the City's community by making significant exterior improvements 

to their Belmont properties. Eligible improvements include the enhancement, upgrading, 

reconstruction, or replacement of a property, making it more visually appealing as well as 

enriching the surrounding neighborhood or district. 

City Manager Greg Scoles states, "This program is an excellent opportunity to let the community 

know how much the City appreciates their effort to help make Belmont one of the most beautiful 

communities on the Peninsula." 

For more information on the Beautiful Belmont Awards Program, or to obtain a nomination 

form, please call the City Manager's office at 595-7408 or look on the City of Belmont website at 

www.belmont.gov. 

 

    # # # 

 
Distribution: 

The San Mateo Times 

The San Mateo Daily News 

The San Mateo Daily Journal 

Council, Commissioners,  

Chamber of Commerce, SMT, PIC, Neighborhood Associations, web 
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3/23/2011 Unlawful Sex with a Minor - Suspect Arrested 
 

 

 

 

BELMONT POLICE DEPARTMENT  

PRESS RELEASE 

Pursuant to California Government Code § 6254(f) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Type of Incident: Unlawful Sex with a Minor ï Suspect Arrested Case #: 1101-0039  

 

Location: Belmont        Date: 3/23/11 Time: 

1330hrs  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

EVENT 

On Wednesday, March 22
nd

 at approx 8:25 PM, a 21 year old Redwood City man was arrested at his place 

of employment in Menlo Park, on multiple charges resulting from a sexual encounter he had with a 13 yr 

old Belmont girl. The suspect, Armando Lopez-Galvez, was taken into custody without incident and was 

booked into the San Mateo County Jail. 

 

The investigation began in January, when Belmont Police were notified that the 13 year old victim was in 

several "online dating" relationships with male adults. The name of the victim is being withheld due to 

her age. The victim subsequently had a sexual encounter with Lopez-Galvez, whom she met on-line. 

 

Following a three month investigation by Belmont Police Detectives, the case was submitted to the San 

Mateo County District Attorneyôs Office and an arrest warrant was subsequently issued for Lopez-

Galvez, on multiple charges including unlawful sexual intercourse with a minor. 

 

The Belmont Police Department would like to remind parents to be aware of their childrenôs on-line 

activities and that parents can minimize the chances of their child becoming a victim. Children, especially 

adolescents, are sometimes interested in and curious about sexuality and sexually explicit material. Here 

are some steps parents can take to help protect their children: 

 

¶ Communicate, and talk to your child about sexual victimization and potential on-line danger. Spend 

time with your children on-line. Have them teach you about their favorite on-line destinations. 

¶ Keep the computer in a common room in the house, not in your child's bedroom. It is much more 

difficult for a computer-sex offender to communicate with a child when the computer screen is visible 

to a parent or another member of the household. 

¶ Utilize parental controls provided by your service provider and/or blocking software. While electronic 

chat can be a great place for children to make new friends and discuss various topics of interest, it is 

also prowled by computer-sex offenders. 

¶ Use of chat rooms, in particular, should be heavily monitored. While parents should utilize these 

mechanisms, they should not totally rely on them. Always maintain access to your child's on-line 

account and randomly check his/her e-mail. 

 

 

By: Lieutenant Patrick Halleran    Authorized By: Captain Dan DeSmidt 

Date: 3/23/11 Time: 1330hrs    Date: 3/23/11 Time: 1330hrs  

 

  



3/29/2011 2-Day Sober Graduation Event at NDHS 

 

 

 

 
Press Release 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 March 29, 2011                                                                                    

CONTACT: Lieutenant Patrick  Halleran (650) 595 -7430  

 

BELMONT POLICE TO HOLD 2 -DAY SOBER GRADUATION EVENT AT  

NOTRE DAME HIGH SCHOOL  
Belmont, CA -- 

The Belmont Police Department, in cooperation with the Belmont -San Carlos Fire 

Department, American Medical Response and the San Mateo Co unty Coronerôs Office, will be 

conducting a two -day ñSober Graduationò program on Thursday, March 31st and Friday, 

April 1, 2011 at Notre Dame High School in Belmont. The program is designed to raise the 

awareness of teens to the dangers of driving under t he influence of alcohol and/or other 

controlled substances. A major part of the program is a simulation of an alcohol - related 

accident scene, which will occur in the front parking lot of Notre Dame High at 

approximately 1:00 PM, on Thursday, March 31st.  

 

The simulated collision will include an emergency response to the school by Police, Fire and 

EMS personnel. Student participants, with simulated injuries, will be treated by rescue 

personnel and the Coroner will handle simulated fatalities. Police Officers will investigate 

and arrest the student "drunk driver". The student ñdrunk driverò will then be taken to the 

Belmont Police Department to be ñbooked for drunk driving". At the end of the day, those 

students who participated in the staged accident will be t ransported to a local hotel for an 

overnight student retreat. The retreat will simulate the separation from friends and family. A 

support staff of counselors, trained volunteers and police officers will facilitate the retreat.  

 

On the following morning, a n assembly will be hosted by project coordinators, who will 

guide the audience through the devastating effects of losing a loved one due to a bad 

choice.  

 

ñIn most cases, important life lessons are learned through experience. However, when the 

audience is  teens and the topic is drinking and driving, experience is not the teacher of 

choice,ò said Belmont Police Chief Don Mattei. ñThis event designed to dramatically 

demonstrate potential dangers and consequences of driving under the influence of alcohol 

or d rugs.ò ñWe hope that this powerful program will challenge the students to think about 

drinking, using drugs, personal safety, and the responsibility of making mature decisions 

when lives are involved,ò Chief Mattei added. 

 

 

# # #  
  



3/30/2011 Belmont CERT County-wide Emergency Exercise Follow-Up 

 

 

 

Press Release 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

March 30, 2011   

 

CONTACT:   Lieutenant Patrick Halleran  (650) 595 -7430  

 

Belmont Community Emergency Response Teams 

Brave Winter Storm to Participate in County-Wide Emergency Exercise 

 

 

Belmont, CA -- 

 

 

On Thursday March, 24, 2011, members of the Belmont-San Carlos Community Emergency Response Team 

(CERT) participated in the San Mateo County Health Systemôs ñSilver Dragon Vò emergency exercise. In spite of a 

strong winter storm that blew into Belmont, CERT members went door-to-door in the Sterling Downs, Homeview 

and Central Neighborhoods, delivering kitchen fire safety information to simulate the distribution of medicine and 

medical supplies. The medicine and/or supplies, from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Preventionôs 

Strategic National Stockpile, would be distributed through the San Mateo County Health System in the event of a 

major health emergency. 

 
Belmont-San Carlos CERT members were joined by CERT members from the Redwood City Fire Department and 

Volunteers from both the Belmont and Redwood City Police Departments. They were supported by members of the 

South County Amateur Radio Emergency Service, who provided communication via amateur radio. 

 
The exercise began at 8:30AM and concluded at 11:30AM, with teams visiting a total of over 800 residences in the 

three neighborhoods. 52 volunteers took part in the 3 hour exercise. 

 
ñTo have 52 people take time out of their day to participate in this exercise, in spite of the weather, was 

extraordinary.ò ñBoth Fire Chief Doug Fry and I are extremely proud of our residents and encourage this type of 

community involvementò said Belmont Police Chief Don Mattei. ñThis exercise also shows, with the proper 

training, how regular people can support their neighbors.ò ñWhen disaster strikes our community, programs like 

CERT will be invaluable,ò Chief Mattei added. 

 
Belmont-San Carlos CERT was formed in 2002 to give local residents the skills to help themselves and their 

neighbors in times of disaster or other emergency. As of 2010, over 500 community members have been through the 

basic 20-hour CERT course. In addition, CERT classes have been taught to Belmont city employees and staff at 

Notre Dame de Namur University. 

 

# # # 

 

  



4/1/2011 BPD Joins Effort to Crack down on Cell Phone Use and Texting 

 



 
  



4/1/2011 Traffic Collision - Driver Arrested for DUI and Child Endangerment 

 

 

 

BELMONT POLICE DEPARTMENT  

PRESS RELEASE 
Pursuant to California Government Code § 6254(f) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Type of Incident:  Traffic Collision ï Dri ver Arrested for DUI and Child Endangerment  

Case #: 1103-0197            

Location:  S/B El Camino @ Harbor Blvd, Belmont            

Date:  3/31/11     

Time:  1612hrs  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

EVENT  

On Thursday, March 31, 2011 @ approx. 4:10PM, Belmont Police and Belmont-San 

Carlos Fire responded to a traffic collision with injuries on El Camino Real at Harbor 

Blvd.  Upon arrival, officers found that a 2009 BMW sedan had been rear-ended by a 

2002 Mazda Protégé, driven by Alla Hajiyena, age 55, of Redwood City. 
 

Hajiyevaôs five year old granddaughter, who had been riding in Hajiyevaôs car, was 

treated at the scene by paramedics and transported to a local hospital with non life 

threatening injuries.  The driver of the BMW, a 60 yr old Belmont woman, was also 

treated at the scene by paramedics and was also transported to a local hospital with 

non life-threatening injuries.   
 

Hajiyena, who was not inured in the collision, was arrested at the scene for DUI 

resulting in injury and child endangerment, both felonies.  Hajiyena was booked into 

the San Mateo County Jail in Redwood City. 
 

 

### 
 

  



4/11/2011 Burglary Suspect Arrested 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________  

Type of Incident:  Burglary Suspect Arrested   Case #:  1104-0047  

Location:  Yaseen Foundation, 621 Masonic Way, Belmont  Date: 4/9/11  Time: 0042hrs  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

EVENT 

 

On Saturday, April 9, 2011 at approx. 12:45AM, a suspect wanted in a recent string of repeat 

burglaries, which had occurred at the same location, was stopped by an alert Belmont Police 

Officer on routine patrol. The suspect, Jaouad Bouamama a 28 year old transient, was contacted 

by Ofc. Milana Jordan at the intersection of Old County Rd & MasonicWay and taken into 

custody without incident. 

 

The series of burglaries, five in total, all occurred at the Yaseen Foundation, a Muslim 

community center located at 621 Masonic Way.  The center was first burglarized on March 25
th
 

and the burglaries continued through March and into April.  Bouamama became the focus of the 

investigation, after evidence at the scene linked him to the burglaries.  In each instance, 

Bouamama would enter the building take money from donation boxes.  While the total amount 

taken over the course of the five burglaries is unknown, it could be in excess of one thousand 

dollars.  Investigators determined that Bouamama was stopped by Ofc. Jordan just after having 

burglarized the center for his fifth and final time. 

 

As of this press release, Bouamama remains in custody at the San Mateo County Jail in 

Redwood City. 

 

### 

 

By:  Lieutenant Patrick Halleran   Authorized By:  Captain Dan DeSmidt 

Date:  4/11/11    Time:  1100hrs     Date:  4/11/11    Time:  1100hrs 

 

  



4/15/2011 Kidnapping - Suspect in Custody 

BELMONT POLICE DEPARTMENT  

PRESS RELEASE 

Pursuant to California Government Code § 6254(f) 

________________________________________________________________________  

Type of Incident:  Kidnapping ï Suspect in Custody      Case #: 1104-0087 

Suspect: Christopher McCalister, 22 yrs 

  

Location:  Notre Dame de Namur University, Belmont       Date: 04/15/11   Time: 10:30 AM 

________________________________________________________________________  

EVENT 
Belmont PD Detectives are working with Sunnyvale DPS to investigate an alleged 
kidnapping which began at Notre Dame de Namur University in Belmont very late last 
night or early this morning.  The victim is a female NDNU student who is now safe and 
secure.  The suspect (Christopher McCalister) is in police custody.  This investigation is 
ongoing, but the following is known at this time: 
 

The suspect and the student had a previous dating relationship.  Late last night or early 
this morning, the suspect threatened the victim and forced her to leave her apartment 
on the NDNU campus with him.  A second man drove them to Motel 6 in Sunnyvale.  
Fearing for her safety, the victim agreed to go with the suspect.  The victim later sent 
text messages from the Motel to friends and family claiming that she was being held 
against her will.  The Police were notified and the victim was discovered in a room with 
the suspect.  The suspect was taken into custody immediately.  He is currently being 
held on an unrelated Domestic Violence warrant and Probation Violations out of Santa 
Clara County.  Belmont PD investigators will forward their findings to the San Mateo 
County District Attorney for review at the conclusion of their investigation. 
 

Police are still searching for the driver of the car.  He is considered a person of interest: 
 

Possible Name: ñVicò 
Alias:  ñChewyò 
Hispanic Male 
20ôs 
Dark Hair 
Possible Residence: East Palo Alto 
Vehicle: Grey Pontiac Grand Prix 
 

Anyone with information regarding this case is asked to contact Belmont PD 
investigators at (650)595-7400. 
 

By: Capt. Dan DeSmidt     Authorized By:  Chief Don Mattei 
Date:    04/15/11 Time:  1700 hrs.    Date: 04/15/11 Time:   1730 hrs. 
  



4/25/2011 PD Distracted Driving Enforcement April 26 & 27 

 

 

 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:    CONTACT: Lieutenant Patrick Halleran 
April 25, 2011              650-595-7430 
               path@belmont.gov 

 

               

Belmont Police To Hold ôZero Toleranceõ Distracted Driving  

Enforcement Operations this week 

 
Belmont, CA ï As part of this monthôs Distracted Driving Awareness Month campaign, Belmont Police will 
be offering ñzero toleranceò to those texting or operating hand-held cell phones on April 26-27.  Drivers who 
break the law and place themselves and others in danger will be cited.  The current minimum ticket cost is 
$159, with subsequent tickets costing at least $279. 
 

Distracted driving is a serious traffic safety concern that puts everyone on the road at risk.  As a result, law 
enforcement across the state, including Belmont Police are increasingly cracking down on cell phone use 
and texting.  During April over 225 local law enforcement agencies, plus the 103 CHP Area Commands are 
conducting zero tolerance enforcements.   
 
In addition to the overall stepped up enforcement during this campaign, Belmont PD will be deploying traffic 
officers who will be specifically assigned to focus on distracted driving enforcement on the following dates: 
 

Tuesday, April 26th from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
Wednesday, April 27th from 8:00 PM to 5:00 PM 

 

ñWe take the issue of distracted driving very seriously.ò said Belmont Police Chief Don Mattei. ñCell phone 
use and texting while driving is such a serious concern that we are putting officers on the road to enforce 
zero tolerance. Is that text message or cell phone call really worth $159?ò 
 

Drivers who use hand-held devices are four times as likely to get into crashes serious enough to injure 
themselves.  Younger, inexperienced drivers under 20 years old have the highest proportion of distraction-
related fatal crashes.   In addition, studies show that texting while driving can delay a driverôs reaction time 
just as severely as having a blood alcohol content of a legally drunk driver. 
 

Studies show that there is no difference in the risks between hands-free and hand-held cell phone 
conversations, both of which can result in ñinattention blindnessò which occurs when the brain isnôt seeing 
what is clearly visible because the driversô focus is on the phone conversation and not on the road. 

 

# # # 
 

  



5/10/2011 Theft From Vehicles 

 

 

BELMONT POLICE DEPARTMENT  

PRESS RELEASE 

Pursuant to California Government Code § 6254(f) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Type of Incident:  Theft from Vehicles  Case #: 1105-0055 

Location:  Hillcrest Drive,  Belmont                       Date: 5/10/2011  Time: 0400 hours 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

EVENT 

 

During the early morning hours of 5/10/2011, Belmont Police were dispatched to the 3500 block 

of Hillcrest Drive.  A citizen reported that (2) suspects were seen entering his unlocked vehicle 

which was parked in his driveway.  While Officers were checking the area, they noticed a 

vehicle fleeing the scene.  The vehicle failed to yield to the Belmont Patrol Unit and a short 

pursuit ensued into a residential neighborhood in San Carlos.  The pursuit ended when the 

suspect lost control of his vehicle, and collided into the front yard of a residence. 

 

Driver Travis Castellanos (21 yrs of Montera) and passenger Danielle Gonzalez (19 yrs of 

Pacifica) were apprehended at the conclusion of the pursuit. They were both transported to a 

local hospital where they were treated for minor injuries.  Nobody else was injured.  Both 

suspects are currently being booked into the San Mateo County Jail where they are being held for 

violating Parole and Probation terms, pending further investigation into charges related to 

Evading Police, Possessing Stolen Property, Theft and Criminal Conspiracy.   

 

This event is currently under investigation by the Belmont Police Department, and several 

additional thefts from vehicles have already been discovered in Western Belmont this morning.  

Anyone reporting a theft from a vehicle or any additional information is asked to call the 

Belmont Police Department at 650-595-7400. 

 

 

 

By: Cpl. Peter Lotti    Authorized By:  Capt. Dan DeSmidt 

Date:   5/10/11  Time:  0900 hrs    Date: 5/10/11  Time:  0945 hrs    

 

  



5/13/2011 April Distracted Driving Enforcement Campaign Results 

 

 

Press Release 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

May 13, 2011  
 

CONTACT:  

Lieutenant Patrick Halleran (650) 595 -7430  

 

 

 

FINAL NUMBERS IN FOR BELMONT PDôS 

APRIL DI STRACTED DRIVING ENFORCEMENT CAMPAIGN  

 

Belmont, CA  --  
 

During the month of April, 2011, the Belmont Police Department joined over 286 local agencies 

plus 103 CHP Area Commands conducting zero tolerance enforcements during the first state-

wide Distracted Driving Awareness Campaign. 
 

In all, Belmont PD Officers issued 99 citations for distracted driving during the campaign: 
 

¶      78 Cell Phone Citations 

¶      16 Texting Citations 

¶        5 Other Distracted Driving Citations*  (*Other  

       Distracted Driving citations would be Speeding,  

      weaving or  impeding traffic, where the driver 

      was  distracted by grooming, eating, electronics, 

      etc...) 
 

In addition, cell phone stops led to the arrest of two drivers.  One driver was arrested for driving 

on a suspended driverôs license and outstanding warrants and another driver was arrested for 

possession of narcotics. 
 

ñDrivers who use handheld devices while driving are four times more likely to be involved in a 

traffic collision.  Distracted driving has become the leading cause of traffic deaths for teenage 

drivers,ò said Belmont Police Chief Don Mattei.  ñWe hope that our participation in this 

important traffic safety campaign, and the associated media coverage, got the message out to 

drivers that distracted driving is a serious problem and they should resist the urge to check an 

incoming text or answer a cell phone call while driving.ò Mattei added. 

 

  



5/18/2011 Carjacking UPDATE Suspect in Custody 

 

 

BELMONT POLICE DEPARTMENT  

PRESS RELEASE 
Pursuant to California Government Code § 6254(f)  

  

   

Type of Incident:  Carjacking       Case #:  1105-0103 

Location: 1250 El Camino Real, Belmont                       Date:  5/17/11    Time:  9:00 PM 

______________________________________________________________________________

__ 

 

EVENT:  

 

This evening Belmont Police officers were called to the parking lot behind Totoôs Pizza 
restaurant at 1250 El Camino Real on the report of a carjacking  that had just occurred.  
Though this investigation is ongoing, the following is known at this time: 
  

The suspect, described as a black male, approximately 30 years old, about 5ô7ò tall, 180 
lbs, with short black hair, no facial hair, and wearing a black windbreaker jacket and 
blue jeans, entered the victimôs car while she was parked in the Totoôs parking lot.  He 
demanded the keys and pushed her out of the car.  The victim was able to remove her 5 
year old child from the back seat before the suspect drove away.  He was last seen 
driving east on Waltermire toward El Camino Rl.  
 

With the assistance of surrounding law enforcement agencies, officers scoured the 
area, but have not yet located the suspect.  
 

Anyone with information on this case is asked to contact Belmont PD investigators 
at  (650) 595-7400. 
  

  

  

By: Sgt. Tony Psaila    
Date:  5/17/11    Time:  1130 pm 
 

  



5/18/2011 Suspicious Person Impersonating a City Employee 

 
 

 

 

BELMONT POLICE DEPARTMENT  

PRESS RELEASE 

Pursuant to California Government Code § 6254(f) 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

  

Type of Incident:  Suspicious Person Impersonating City Employee         

Case #:  1105-0101 

Location: 1700 blk Chula Vista Dr, Belmont              

Date:  5/17/11     

Time: 1449hrs  

_____________________________________________________________________ 

EVENT  

On 05/17/11@ approx. 2:45 PM, an unknown suspect knocked on the door of a residence in the 1700 blk 

of Chula Vista Drive in Belmont and verbally indentified himself as a City of Belmont employee.  The 

suspect told the female resident who answered the door that he was working on the neighborôs sewer line 

and needed to get into her back yard to check on something. The resident initially allowed him to access 

the yard, but after thinking about it she decided to ask him for a badge or identification.  When confronted 

the subject told the resident that he was going to his vehicle to get his identification but then quickly 

drove off in dark red or burgundy van. 

 

The suspect is described as a white male in his early 30's, with a medium build approx. 5ô5ò tall and 

weighing approx. 170lbs.  The suspect was wearing a yellow hard hat, dark blue long sleeve shirt and 

dark pants.  The suspect was driving a dark red or burgundy van (no further details on the van). 

 

At this time we do not know what the suspect was intending to do, but it is possible he was casing the 

neighborhood for a burglary or other crime. 

 

We would like to remind the public that typically, City Public Works employees and utility maintenance 

workers wear uniforms, but all city employees & utility workers carry identification for the City or utility 

they work for.  Donôt be afraid to ask someone claiming to be with the City or a utility, for their 

identification.  If you have any question at all about the identity of someone who comes to your door, call 

your local law enforcement agency immediately. 

 

Anyone with information on this incident or the suspect & vehicle described in this press release are 

asked to call Belmont Police at 650-595-7400. 

 

By:  Lieutenant Patrick Halleran   Authorized By:  Lieutenant Patrick Halleran  

Date:  5/18/11    Time:  1145hrs    Date:  5/18/11    Time:  1145hrs 

 

  



5/18/2011 Carjacking 

 

 

 

 

BELMONT POLICE DEPARTMENT  

PRESS RELEASE 
Pursuant to California Government Code § 6254(f)  

  

   

Type of Incident:  Carjacking    Case #:  1105-0103 

Location: 1250 El Camino Real, Belmont                        Date:  5/17/11    Time:  9:00 PM 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

EVENT:  

 

This evening Belmont Police officers were called to the parking lot behind Totoôs Pizza 
restaurant at 1250 El Camino Real on the report of a carjacking  that had just occurred.  
Though this investigation is ongoing, the following is known at this time: 
  

The suspect, described as a black male, approximately 30 years old, about 5ô7ò tall, 180 
lbs, with short black hair, no facial hair, and wearing a black windbreaker jacket and 
blue jeans, entered the victimôs car while she was parked in the Totoôs parking lot.  He 
demanded the keys and pushed her out of the car.  The victim was able to remove her 5 
year old child from the back seat before the suspect drove away.  He was last seen 
driving east on Waltermire toward El Camino Rl.  
 

With the assistance of surrounding law enforcement agencies, officers scoured the 
area, but have not yet located the suspect.  
 

Anyone with information on this case is asked to contact Belmont PD investigators 
at  (650) 595-7400. 
  

  

  

By: Sgt. Tony Psaila    
Date:  5/17/11    Time:  1130 pm 
 

  



5/20/2011 Vehicle Theft UPDATE 

 

BELMONT POL ICE DEPARTMENT  

PRESS RELEASE 

Pursuant to California Government Code § 6254(f) 

Type of Incident:  Theft from Vehicles - Update     Case #: 1105-0055 

Location:  Hillcrest Drive, Belmont                             Date: 5/10/2011    Time: 0400 hours 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

EVENT 

During the early morning hours of Tuesday 5/10/2011, Belmont Police were dispatched to the 3500 block of 

Hillcrest Drive after a citizen reported that (2) suspects were seen entering his unlocked vehicle, which was parked 

in his driveway.  While Officers were checking the area, they noticed a vehicle fleeing the scene. The vehicle failed 

to yield to the Belmont patrol unit and a short pursuit ensued into a residential neighborhood in San Carlos.  The 

pursuit ended when the suspect lost control of his vehicle, and collided into the front yard of a residence.  Travis 

Castellanos, 21 yrs of Montera and Danielle Lateur (a.k.a. Danielle Gonzalez), 19 yrs of Pacifica were apprehended 

at the conclusion of the pursuit. They were both transported to a local hospital where they were treated for minor 

injuries.  No one else was injured.  Both suspects were booked into the San Mateo County Jail where they are being 

held for violating Parole and Probation terms, pending further investigation into charges related to Evading Police, 

Possessing Stolen Property, Theft and Criminal Conspiracy.  

 

************************************************************************************  

5/20/11 UPDATE: 

This event has been under investigation by Belmont Police since Castellanos and Lateur were arrested. Over 100 

items of property have been recovered and Belmont PD Detectives have been working with other law enforcement 

agencies throughout San Mateo County to identify victims.  As of today, property recovered in this case has been 

linked to 4 victims in Belmont 6 victims in neighboring jurisdictions, including San Mateo, Hillsborough and 

Redwood City.  In addition, property from at least one theft in the City of Novato (Marin County) was also 

recovered by Belmont PD Detectives. Those crimes all occurred between May 6
th
 & 10

th
. 

 

This morning, the San Mateo County District Attorneyôs Office filed the following charges in connection with this 

investigation: 

 

Travis Castellanos  

·   496(A) PC Possession of Stolen Property 

·   666 PC Theft w/prior conviction (5 counts) 

·   487(A) PC Grand Theft (3 counts) 

·   11550(A) H&S Under Influence of controlled substance 

·   11364 H&S Possession of a controlled substance 

Danielle Lateur (a.k.a. Danielle Gonzalez) 

·  496(A) PC Possession of Stolen Property 

·  2800.2 VC Evading Police 

 

 

The investigation is continuing and additional charges are anticipated.  Updates will be provided as they become 

available, however it appears that Castellanos & Lateur may be linked to additional thefts in Redwood City, 

Unincorporated San Mateo County and Marin County. 

 

  

  

 

By:  Lieutenant Patrick Halleran     Authorized By:  Captain Dan DeSmidt 

Date:  5/20/11    Time:  1200hrs       Date:  5/20/11    Time:  1200hrs 
 

  



5/20/2011 2011 Click-It or Ticket 

 

 

 
  



5/25/2011 Suspect Arrested in Stolen Car

 


