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RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO SIGN A PARTNERSHIP 
AGREEMENT WlTI-J CENSUS 20] 0 

Honorable Mayor and Council Members: 

Summary 

This stafT report and resolution authorizes the City Manager to sign a partnership agreement with 
the Census BureAu that will raisc overall awareness and ensurc an accurate 2010 Census count in 
the Belmont community. 

Background 

Every tcn years, the federal government is constitutionally required 10 conduct a census of the 
population. Specifically, tJlis activity is performed by the U.S. Census Bureau, which is part of 
the Department of Commerce. In addition to recording the number of individuals in the country, 
the Census Bureau also collects other information, including, but not limited to: age, gender, 
race, etllnicity, housing stAtus, and income. This data provides the denominators for population 
statistics. 

An accuratc census count is important to the City of Belmont in a number of ways. Census data 
ensures fair Congressional representation by determining how many seats each state wi II have in 
the U.S. House of Representatives as well as the redistricting of stale legislatures, county 
supervisors, city councils, and voting districts. In addition, federal and state funding is allocated 
to states and local communitics based on census data. FurtJlermorc, census data is used to 
determine whcre to locate schools, day-care centers, roads and public transpOliation, hospitals 
and other facilities. 

Conducting tIle 2010 Census is a multi-year effort (see attached 2010 Census timeline). City 
staffinitialJy became involved with the 2010 Census in April of2008, by taking part in the Local 
Update of Census Addresses (LlJCA) program. As part of the 1,UCA program, local 
jurisdictions contribute to the complete enumeration of tl1eir communities by updating tbe list of 
housing unit and group quartcrs addresses that the U.S. Census Bureau will use to mail or deliver 
census questionnaires. 

Contributing to the LUCA program is important in order to provide the Census nureau with an 
accurate address Jist; however, a complete count for Census 2010 will still be extremely difficult, 
and significantly more expensive without (J1e paliicipation of local governments who educate 
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Contributing to the I,UCA program is important in order to provide thc Census Bureau with an 
accurate address Jist; however, a complete count for Census 2010 will stiJJ be extremely difficult, 
and significantly more expcnsive without the participation of local governments who educate 
residents on the importancc of the census and encourage thcm to respond to tl1eir questionnaires 
(See attached Rcsponse Rate by County for the 2000 Census). Thus, the Census Bureau 
establishes partnerships with local jurisdictions that assist with education and outreach for the 
census. 

Discussion 

By approving this resolution, the Council will form a partnership with the Census Bureau to 
support Clnd disseminate 2010 Census information, and (0 cncouragc optimal community 
participation. The City will fWiher tl1)S effort by: 

•	 Displaying 2010 Census Materials on the City Web site under "J-]ot Topics" 
•	 Issuing a Press Release 
•	 Publishing an articlc in the City's fall issue of the semi-annual newsletter 
•	 Coordinating with Notre Dame Dc Nal11uJ' University (NDNU) to cnsurc an accuratc count of 

all campus residents. 
•	 Identifying 110meless cncampment locations for Census Bureau staff 
•	 Distributing ccnSllS educational materials to property management firms within the city 
•	 Allow training of Census workers in the City's Emergency Operation Center (EOC) 
•	 Distributing Ccnslls 2010 materials at the Permit Center and Recreation Center 
•	 Placing Ccnsus 2010 outreach notification materials in City Sewer bills 

General Plan/Vision Statcmcn1 

The participation agreement S110uld be evaluated in light of Ole following 2003 Vision Statement 
objective: 

Vision Statement J)isfincfivC' ('m11l11unitv Character 
"We gel involved in town matfers because we care aboul living here. " 

Fiscal Impact 

No fiscal impact has been prepared. Staff time to coordinatc meetings and/or to disseminate 
information is estimated at no more than twenty hours. Staff believes thaI the potential benefits 
of a complete census counl would far outweigh the eosts of staff time to thc City. 

Public Contact 

Posting of CiLy Council agenda 
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Recommendation 

Staff recommends approval of t11C attached resolution, aulJlori7.ing the City Manager to sign a 
p8rtnership 8greement with Census 2010. 

Alternatives 

J. Do n01 approve this resoh.Jlion. 
2. Rcvisc Partncrship Agrccmcnt. 
3. Provide other direction to staff. 

Attachments 

A. Resolution 
B. 2010 Census timeline 
C. Response Ratc by County for thc 2000 Census 

Respectfully submiHed, 

.~~ 
Damon DiDon8to Carlos de Melo 
Senior Planner Community Development Direclor 

Staff Conlact: 
Damon DiDonato, Senior Planner 
650-637-2908 
clcjjdonato@belmoI11.gov 



RESOLUTION NO. _ 

RESOLUTION OF Tl IE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BELMONT
 
AUTHORTZING 'Il-IE ClTV MANAGER TO SIGN A PARTNERSJ-llP AGREEMENT
 

WITH CENSUS 2010
 

WHEREAS, an accurate census count is vital to the Belmont community and residents' well­
being by hclping planncrs determine where to locate schools, day-c8l"c centers, roads, public 
transportation, hospitals and other facilities, and is used to make decisions concerning business 
growth and housing needs; and, 

WHEREAS, more than $300 billion per year in federal and state funding is alJocatcd to states 
and comnnmities based on census daLa; and, 

vVHRREAS, census data ensures fair Congressional representation by determining how mCiny 
seals eacll state will hElve in the U.S. J-]ouse of Representatives as well as the redistricting of state 
legislatures, county (Ind city councils, and voting districts; and, 

WHEREAS, the 2010 Census creates jobs that stimulatc economIc growth and Increase 
employment opportunities in our community; and, 

WHEREAS, the information collected by tIle census IS protectcd by law and rema1l1s 
confidential for 72 years; 

NOW, THERIWORE, BE IT RESOLVEn that the City Council of the City of Belmont is 
committed to partnering with thc U.S. Census BurealJ to help ensure EI full and accurate Calmt in 
2010. 

*>1:****** *******>1:* ********* ****>1:* 
I hereby certify that tIle foregoing Resolution was duly and regularly passed and adopted by the 
City Council of the City of Belmont at a regular meeting thereof held on July 28, 2009 by tlle 
following vote: 

AVES, COUNCJI,MEMDERS: _ 

NOES, COUNCILMEMBERS: _ 

ABSTAIN, COUNCJLMEMBRRS: - _ 

ABSENT, COUNC1LMEMBERS: 
---_.~------------------

CLERK oftlle City of Helmont 
APPROVED: 

MAYOR of the City of Belmont 
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Final Census 2000 Mail Response Rates by County 
Mail response refers to the percentage of housing units (vacant and occupied) in mailback areas dUring Census 2000 
that returned their questionnaire by September 7, 2000, via e-mail, telephone or Internet. Note that counties without 
mailback areas in Census 2000 are listed as "not applicable." 
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