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Staff Report  

ANNUAL REPORT TO COUNCIL ON TASER USE BY THE BELMONT POLICE 
DEPARTMENT 
 
Honorable Mayor and Council Members:  
 
Summary  
In 2007, Council requested that staff provide an annual report analyzing the effectiveness of the 
Police Department’s plan to issue the X26 hand-held Tasers to each on-duty patrol officer.  The 
first such report was submitted in June 2008.  Staff is pleased to report that, though they have 
been deployed, the Tasers have not had to be discharged in Belmont during this year.  
 
Background 
On June 26, 2007 staff shared with Council a plan to expand our use of the X26 hand-held Taser 
as a force option tool.  Prior to that date, only supervisors and a few designated officers were 
issued Tasers.   During that presentation, Council requested a report back in one year in order to 
evaluate the effectiveness of this expansion.   
 
Since that date, the hand-held Tasers have been deployed numerous times by Belmont Police 
Department officers faced with potentially dangerous subjects.  In many of those cases, 
deploying the Taser acted as a deterrent, and the officers are able to gain compliance without 
firing the Taser, or resorting to physical force.  During this year, staff began gathering examples 
of incidents where Tasers served as a deterrent.   
 
For example, in September of 2008, one of our officers found himself forced to detain a man for 
Domestic Violence.  As he approached the front door of the home, the suspect grabbed the 
female victim as she answered the door and pulled her back inside the house.  The officer drew 
his Taser and ordered the suspect down.  The man complied, released the woman, and was taken 
into custody without incident.  In a separate incident, an officer assigned to a multi-agency task 
force was involved in an arrest where he deployed another agency’s Taser was effectively 
utilized.  
 
Discussion 
The X26 Taser has proven to be a valuable tool in de-escalating physically violent suspects 
while reducing long-term injuries to officers and suspects alike.  Training on their use has 
continued, and this year expanded to include more force option scenarios.  Belmont Police 
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Department officers will continue to receive ongoing training and these tools will continue to be 
issued. 
 
Unless specifically requested, this will be the final report on Taser use, as the two year review of 
the Taser has shown that they are an effective tool for our officers.  
 
Fiscal Impact 
None 
   
Public Contact 
This item has been placed on the City Council agenda. 
 
Recommendation 
No formal action by the City Council is required.  
 
Alternatives 
1. Refer back to staff for further information. 
 
Attachments 
A. Belmont Police Policy – Section 309 “Taser Guidelines”. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
____________________  _____________________   
Donald J. Mattei                  Jack Crist 
Chief of Police        City Manager 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Staff Contact 
Dan DeSmidt, Captain 
650-595-7412 
dand@belmont.gov 
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