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Staff Report 

RESOLUTION APPROVING AN AGREEMENT FOR EXCHANGE OF EMERGENCY MEDICAL, 
RESCUE AND FIRE PROTECTION SERVICES AUTOMATIC AID AND FIRST RESPONSE  

   

 
Honorable President and Board Members:  
 
Summary 
The original Fire Apparatus Deployment plan was prepared in accordance with the direction by the 
Fire Commission in August of 1997.  In the plan, the former South County Fire Authority determined 
the need to have at least one fire station in each city we serve, with a fire company available for 
response when all of our resources are committed to emergency and non-emergency responses. This 
was known as the “Move and Cover Deployment Plan.”  This plan has been in effect since the 
inception of the Advanced Life Support Joint Powers Agreement/San Mateo County Pre-Hospital 
Emergency Services Group.  Adoption of the current plan will continue to facilitate countywide 
cooperation, which is essential to the countywide Advanced Life Support System and the Boundary 
Drop Response Plan. 
 
Background/Discussion
As part of the 1997 San Mateo County Pre-Hospital Emergency Services Provider Group Joint Powers 
Agreement (JPA), a Countywide Automatic Aid Agreement was required and approved by all 
members of the JPA.   This agreement will expire June 30, 2009 and must be renewed and continued. 
The San Mateo County Pre-Hospital Emergency Services Group (JPA) requires the implementation of 
comprehensive and automatic aid and full boundary drop with closest resource responses and move 
and cover by each fire agency, regardless of jurisdiction pursuant to the adopted countywide 
deployment plan. This also will include the facilitation of a contract for services with San Mateo 
County Public Safety Communications for dispatching services of the closest unit resources.  Attached 
is the latest revision of the Fire Apparatus Deployment Plan dated January 15, 2009.  The original plan 
was prepared in conjunction with other fire agencies in San Mateo County, which make up the San 
Mateo County Pre-Hospital Emergency Services Medical Group Joint Powers Authority (JPA). 
Currently, the San Mateo County Fire Chiefs’ Association Communications and Technology 
Committee manage and provide oversight of the deployment plan.  The plan continues to outline the 
specifics of apparatus deployments throughout the County with specific reference to the need of each 
department and the community it provides services to. The San Mateo County Pre-Hospital 
Emergency Services Group (JPA) has served the County of San Mateo local government agencies and 
the public well in the past and will continue to provide a high level of service for the next 5-10 years 
with the approval of this agreement. This will continue to bring specificity to a plan approved by the 
Fire Commission at its last Special Meeting held on May 26, 2009. The agreement will conclude the 
process by taking it to each parent agency for approval as each agency in the JPA adopts the 
Automatic Aid Agreement and the Fire Apparatus Deployment Plan by similar action. 
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Fiscal Impact
 
1.  No Fiscal Impact. 
  
Public Contact 
 
1.  Posting of City Council agenda.   
 
Recommendation
 
1.  We request approval of the Countywide Automatic Aid and Full Boundary Drop 
Agreement and attached Resolution in order to continue with appropriate response needs within 
the jurisdictional boundaries of Belmont-San Carlos Fire Department and the County of San 
Mateo. 
 
Alternatives
 
1.  Take No Action. 
 
Attachments 
 

1. Deployment Plan 
2. Agreement for Exchange of Emergency Medical, Rescue, and Fire Protection 

Services Automatic Aid and First Response. 
3. BSCFD Resolution No. 2009-09 
4. BFPD Resolution 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
________________     ___________________________ 
Douglas Fry      Jack Crist 
Fire Chief      District Manager 
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