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   Meeting of May 26, 2009 

 
 
 
 
 
Staff Report  
RESOLUTION WAIVING THE COMPETITIVE PURCHASING POLICY AND 
AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT FOR 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES WITH GRAY-BOWEN FOR ASSISTING THE CITY TO 
DELIVER THE U.S. HIGHWAY 101 BICYCLE/PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE PROJECT, CITY 
CONTRACT NUMBER 433, IN TIME TO MEET THE FEDERAL AMERICAN RECOVERY 
AND REINVESTMENT ACT OF 2009 (ARRA) FUNDING DEADLINE FOR AN AMOUNT 
NOT TO EXCEED $63,500 AND AUTHORIZING A CONTINGENCY OF $6,500 
 
Honorable Mayor and Council Members: 
 
Summary  
Substantial funding could become available from the Federal American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) to the City of Belmont for the U.S. Highway 101 
Bicycle/Pedestrian Bridge project.  Staff recommends that City Council adopt a resolution 
waiving the competitive purchasing policy and authorizing the City Manager to execute an 
agreement for professional services with Gray-Bowen for assisting the City to deliver the U.S. 
101 Bicycle/Pedestrian Bridge project in time to meet the ARRA funding deadline. 
 
Background 
Construction of a bicycle and pedestrian bridge over U.S. Highway 101 is one of the City’s 
priority projects.  The project design is now near complete and the City will be ready to advertise 
bids for construction as soon as it obtains sufficient funding commitments.  Caltrans and the City 
County Association of Governments of San Mateo County (C/CAG) have recently informed the 
City that substantial amount of ARRA funding could become available from the State to the City 
for the project.  If the funding is allocated by the California Transportation Commission (CTC) 
to this project, the City needs to obligate the funds and be ready to advertise for construction 
bids by June 30, 2009.  
 
Discussion 
If the ARRA funding allocation is successful, the City needs to be ready for the funding 
obligation by June 30, 2009.  To achieve the readiness, the City needs to secure the following 
tasks for the project: 
 

• Caltrans approval of the plans, specifications and estimate; 
• Caltrans approval of the right-of-way certification; 
• Completion of an amendment of the Co-op Agreement between Caltrans and the City to 

update the funding sources; 
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• Approval of all regulatory permits (Bay Conservation & Development Commission; and 
Regional Water Quality Control Board); and 

• Re-validation of the environmental documents. 
 
In order to meet the funding deadline, the City needs someone with experience of the Caltrans 
process to expedite the approval within a short time frame.  The short time frame also does not 
allow the City to follow the normal competitive purchasing policy to procure the consultant 
services.  Gray-Bowen is well qualified and willing to provide the professional services to the 
City for this project, on an expedited schedule.  Attached is its proposal for the professional 
services.  Staff intends to undertake the hiring of a construction management firm using the 
formal process for hiring after Caltrans authorizes funding for the project.  Because the approval 
from Caltrans is not yet completed and because of the fluid nature of this projects approval and 
undefined nature of the ARRA process, optional tasks have been included in the base scope of 
$34,000.  It is expected that the work in included in the base scope in the amount of $34,000 will 
be completed. The remaining optional items in the amount of $38,500 will only be authorized for 
completion if necessary and required.  
 
General Plan/Vision Statement 
The installation of bicycle pathways complies with the General Plan: 
 
Circulation Element Goal #10:  “To provide a system of hiking and riding trail, pedestrian 
paths, bicycle paths and lanes to: a) Provide recreation, particularly scenic, quiet, leisurely 
neighborhood walks and rides; b) Furnish easy access to trails from individual properties; c) 
Permit safe, pleasant travel among parts of the community; d) Connect local areas within the 
City to through trails and paths and regional trail and path systems.” 
 
Fiscal Impact 
The value of the professional services agreement with Gray-Bowen is not to exceed $63,500.00 
as shown on the scope of work, Exhibit A with a contingency of $6,500.00.  The account number 
for this project is 234-3-730-3091-9030. 
 
Public Contact 
Public contact consists of posting the City Council agenda.   
 
Recommendation 
Staff recommends that City Council adopt a resolution waiving the competitive purchasing 
policy and authorizing the City Manager to execute an agreement for professional services with 
Gray-Bowen for assisting the City to deliver the U.S. 101 Bicycle/Pedestrian Bridge project in 
time to meet the ARRA funding deadline.  
 
Alternatives 
1.  Take no action. 
2.  Refer back to staff for additional information. 
3.  Deny approval. 
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Attachments 

A. Resolution  
B. Scope of Work 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
__________________________          ______________________ 
Karen Borrmann      Jack R. Crist 
Interim Director of Public Works   City Manager 
 
 
Staff Contact: 
Karen Borrmann  
Interim Director of Public Works 
(650) 595-7459 
kborrman@belmont.gov



 

 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________ 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BELMONT WAIVING 
THE COMPETITIVE PURCHASING POLICY AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY 
MANAGER TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
WITH GRAY-BOWEN FOR ASSISTING THE CITY TO DELIVER THE U.S. 101 

BICYCLE/PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE PROJECT, CITY CONTRACT NUMBER 433, IN 
TIME TO MEET THE ARRA FUNDING DEADLINE FOR AN AMOUNT NOT TO 

EXCEED $63,500 AND AUTHORIZING A CONTINGENCY OF $6,500 
 

WHEREAS, the City is submitting an application to the Metropolitan Transportation 
Commission (MTC) for approximately $4,737,620.00 in funding from the Federal American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) for the U.S. Highway 101 Bicycle/Pedestrian 
Bridge Project for the MTC Regional ARRA Program (MTC Resolution No. 3885); and, 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to ARRA, the City needs to obligate the funds and be ready to advertise 
for construction bids by June 30, 2009; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the City requires a qualified and experienced consultant to assist the City to deliver 
the project meeting the funding deadline in a short time frame; and, 
 
WHEREAS, Gray-Bowen is qualified to performed this work; and, 
 
WHEREAS, Gray-Bowen has submitted an acceptable proposal for providing the professional 
services in support the City’s efforts to deliver the U.S. 101 Bicycle/Pedestrian Bridge project to 
meet the funding deadline and has signed a Professional Services Agreement and agreed to provide 
the services. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Belmont: 
 
1. Waives the competitive purchasing policy in procuring the professional services in assisting 

the City’s efforts to deliver the U.S. 101 Bicycle/Pedestrian Bridge project to meet the ARRA 
funding deadline. 

2. Authorizes the City Manager to execute an agreement for professional services with Gray-
Bowen for assisting the City’s effort to deliver the U.S. 101 Bicycle/Pedestrian Bridge 
project in time to meet the ARRA funding deadline for an amount not-to-exceed $63,500.00. 

3. Authorizes the City Manager to award an additional amount not-to-exceed $6,500.00 for a 
contingency at his discretion. 

4. Approves funding for this agreement from account number 234-3-730-3091-9030. 
 
 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   
 
 



 

 

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was duly and regularly passed and adopted by the 
City Council of the City of Belmont at a regular meeting thereof held on May 26, 2009 by the 
following vote: 
 
AYES, COUNCILMEMBERS:    __________________________________________________ 
   
NOES, COUNCILMEMBERS:    __________________________________________________  
 
ABSTAIN, COUNCILMEMBERS:   _______________________________________________  
 
ABSENT, COUNCILMEMBERS:    _______________________________________________  

 
 
  
CLERK of the City of Belmont 

APPROVED: 
 
  
MAYOR of the City of Belmont 

 












