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Inilia/ $ 1 ~ 4 -  Autobahn Motors 

City of Belmont 
Community Development Department 

Environmental Checklist Form 

I .  Project l'itle: Autobahn Motors 

2. Lead Agency Name and Addrcss: City o f  Belmont 
Co~iimunity Development 1)epartment 
One Twin Pines Lane, Suitc 1 10 
Belmont, CA 94002-3893 

3. Contact Person and Phone Number: Damon DiDonato, (650) 637-2908 

4. Project Location: 700 Island Parkway 

5. Project Applica~it's Name and Address: Sonic Developnie~it 
Hunter Alexander 
1865 Green St. ii I 
San Francisco. CA 94 123 

6. Property Owner's Name and Address: Lucas Trust 
223 West Main Strcct, Suitc I) 
1-0s Gatos, CA 95030 

City O f  Belmont 
One Twin pines I ,ant 

Belmont, CA 94002 

7. General Plan Designation: I%, East Belmo~it (Mixed Use Arca) 

8. Zoning: Nonc - fornierly riglit-of-way, and PD (Planned Dcvclopment) 

9. Description o f  Project: 

The 5.44-acre site is co~nprised o f  two parcels and an abandoned portion o f  public-right-of-way as 
follows: 

Tlic 3.32-acre (lot 14) wcsterli parcel, which houses tlic cxisting facility, parking areas, and 
landscaping. 
Tlic 1.65-acrc (lot 15) castern parcel (across the strect), which serves as a parking lot for 
sales/serviced vehicles. 
The 0.47-acre (20,451 sq. FI.) portion o f  abandoned right-or-way, which scrves as a parking lot for 
saleslse~viccd veliicles. 

The site i s  located north o f  llalslon AvenuelMarine Parkway. Surrounding uses include the Belmont 
Sports Complcx, and Sunimcrlicld Suites uses to the north, Oraclc Elr otlicr commercial bui ld ing to the 
east, mixed-commercial uscs to tlic south, and State Highway 101 lo the wcst. 



Ini~ialSludy- Autobahn Motors 

Proiect Overview. The applicant proposes to Rezone a remnant piece of the property to a Planned 
1)evelopment District (PD) via amendment of a Conceptual Development Plan (CDP). The property to 
he rezoned is currently uscd as parking lot for sales/serviced vehicles for the Autobahn Motors 
SalesIService facility. 
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Initiul S t u d y  Autobahn Motors 

Project Details: 

Buildings 

The existing 5 1,006 sq. f t .  facility (52,700 sq. ft. maximum permillctl via tlic CI)I') includcs tlic dealership 
sales showroom, ancillary office space, serviceiparts, eight partitionctl officc arcas, and outdoor new car 
sales area. 

Tlie project site includes spaces For approximately 333 vehicles - I84 spaces for the salesiservice building 
and 149 spaces for tlic parking lot across tlie street. Under Behnont Zoning Ordinance regulations for tlie 
existing typc o f  use (automobile salcslservice facility), 298 spaces would be rcquircd. Tlie existing facility 
complies with tlic Planned Development & Zoning Code regulations for required parking. 

Rezoning 

Tlie project entails an Amendment to an established Planncd Dcvclopment 1)istrict for the subjcct site; 

approval i s  subject to the review provisions o f  Section 12 (Planned Onit Development or "PD" District) o f  
tlie Belmont Zoning Ordina~ice. Unlike properties in other zo~iing districts, properties seeking a PD 
designation are govcrned by a two-step review process: First, general issues o f  land use, site plans and 
circulation plans arc rcvicwcd by way of an application for a Conceptual Development Plan (CDP). After 
approval, more dctailcd issucs - s ~ ~ c l i  as building architecture, landscaping, parking layout, and lighting - 
are evaluated by way o f  an application for a Detailed Developmcnl Plan (DDP). 

Tlie project includcs a reroning o f  a remnant piece o f  the property lo a Planncd I)cvclop~nent District (I'D) 
via aniendment o fa  Conceptual 1)cvelopment Pla~i (CDP). Tlic prnperty to bc rc/oned is  an undesignatcd 
piece o f  land that i s  currently lcascd from the City o f  Belmoril for use as a parking lot for saleslserviced 
vehicles for the At~tohahn Motors SaleslService facility. As previously noted, tlic subject parking area was 
fully developed \villi paving, fencing, landscaping, lighting, striping, and drainage i~nprovements as ]>art 
o f  tlie origilial dcvclop~ne~il o f  tlic site. Thus, no grading i s  proposed as pal-[ of the project. N o  new 
landscaping i s  proposed, and no cxiqting trees would he removed for tlie projccl. A condition o f  approval 
would requi~u: that tlic applicant rccord a Lot Linc Adjustment to mcrge the portion o f  abandoned r~ght-of- 
way with lmt 15. 



lni~ial Stud)- Autobahn Motors 

PROJECT DATA (CDP and 1)J)I' STANDARDS) 

Criteria 

-- - 

Existing Requircd or Max Pcr~n i t t cd  

PI) 
Under C u r r e n t  Zoning I'rnposed PD Standards  

stantlards Regulations 

I - 1 
C D P  Standards  

Use 

Lot  Area 

Floor Area 

Commercial r N A 1 No Change 

-- 
5.44 acres 

- -- 
NA 0.22 

- - -- 

DDP Standards 

Notic 

333 existing 

Auto sales: 1 space per 400 sq. f a t  
inax FAR (132) 

Auto repair: 2 spaces per scrvice 
bay (56) plus one space per scr\:ice 

e~nploycc on largest shifl (1 10) 

None 

Total: 298 I 
- - 

As built NA - I  No Change 

t- No Change 

No Change 

- I -- 
hccause the total property area increases with no proposcd corl-esponding increase in building 

area. ' DDP standards pursuant to 1995 CDPIDDI' approval, FElR Amcnd~nent, and I1CDC Permit approval; "i\ 
built" conditions to bc verified and documented through DDP process. 

March 2009 



Initial Stud))- Autobahn Motors 

Planning Applications 

The project up~)licunt has submitted thefollou~ing applications: 

Amendment of a Conceptual Development Plan (CDP) 

Other Public Ageucies Whose Apl)rnval Is Required 
[E.G. Per~nils, If'int~~?cing Al~proi~~I ,  or Purlici/?ulion Agreement.] 

None 



InitiolS~udy- Aulobahn Motors 

Environmental Factors Potentially Affected: 

The environmental Factors clicckcd below would be potentially affcctcd by this project, involving at least 
one impact that is a "Potentially Significant I~npact" as indicated by tlic cliecklist on the following pages: 

-- 

Aestlictics - Agriculture Resources Air Quality 

Biological Ilesources I Cultural Resources GeologyiSoils 

Hazards & tlamrdous Materials tlydrologylWater Quality Land UseiPlanning 

Mineral Resources Population/Hol~sing 

Public Services Recreation TransportationiTraffic 

UtilitiesIServicc Systems Mandatory Findings of Significance 

Determination: (to bc Completed by the Lead Agency) 

niitigatcd ptlrsuant lo that carlierG1R or NEGATIVE DI;Cl.ARATION, including revisions or 
mitigation measurcs tliat arc imposed upon the proposcd projcct, nothing Further is requircd. 

-- I 

On the basis oFtliis initial evaluation: 

X 
. ~ 

1 find that the proposed prniect COULTI NOT have a significant effcct on the environment, and 
a NEGA'I'IVE DI?Cl,AI<ATION will hc prepared. 

~p - 

I find tliat although tlie proposed project could liave a significant effccl on tlie environment, 
there will not be a significant effect in thiscase because revisions in the 1iro.ject liave been made 
by or agrccd to by the prqjcct proponent. A MITIGATED NI':GATIVI( 1)ECLARATION will 
be prepared. 

I find tliat tlic p~oposed project MAY liave a significant cffcct 011 tlic c~ivironment, and an 
ENVI RONMENTAI, IMI'ACI' REPORT is required. 

. p~ ~ - 

I find tliat tlie proposed prqiecl MAY have a "potentially significa~it i~iipi~ct" or "pote~itially 
significant unless ~iiitigated" impact on tlie environment, hut at least o~ic  cffect 1) has been 
adequatcly analyzed in an carlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has 
been addressed by mitigation measures based on tlie earlier analysis as tlcscribed on attached 
sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAI, IMPACT REPORT is required, but it niust analy7.e only tlie 
effects that remain to hc addressed. 

I find lliat although tlie proposed prolect could liave a significant efrcct on tlie environment, 
because all potentially significant effects (a) have been a~ia ly~ed adequatcly in an earlier EIR or 
NEGAI'IVI: DECI.AIIAI'ION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) liave been avoided or 



Evaluation of Environmental Impacts 

Issues: 
- -- - -- - - 

Issues (and Supporting Infor~nation Sources) 
~ . ~ -- . . 

1. Aesthetics - Would tlie prqjcct: 

a) Have a substantial adverse crrccl on a scenic vista? 
-~ ~ -p~ ~ 

b) Substantially daniage scenic rcsources, including, hut not 
limited to, trecs. rock outcroppings, and historic buildings 
within a state scenic highway? 

~ p p ~  

c) Substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality 
o f  tlie site and its surroundings? 

- ~ 

d) Create a new source o f  substantial light or glare which 
would adversely affect day or nighttime views in tlie area? 

- - 

1.a) No Impact. Ci ly o f  Rclnionl Cicneral Plan Figure 9 (Narr~rol mnd Hisloric. l<esources Map) identifies 
significant local vistas within tlic comniu~iity. 'l'lie project site is  not identifictl as a sccnic vista arca; 
therefore, tlicrc would bc 110 impact. 

(Sources: 1, 2, 3, 4) 

1.b) No Impact. 'I'lic California Scc~iic I-ligliway Mapping System websitc docs not identify the project 
site as within a Statc Scenic Corridor. The closest State Sccnic tligliway is Route 280, which is 
approximatcly four miles du~ .  wcsl o f  tlic project site. Tliereforc, no impact l o  scenic resources within a 
scenic corridor w o ~ ~ l d  result from tlic project. 

(Sources: 1, 2, .?, 4, 5 )  

1.c) No Impact. 

Views o f  tlie Belmont slough arc provided for pcdestrians walking along a pol.lion o f  trail adjacent to tlie 
project site. Mowcver. construction o f  tlie trail was required by tlic San Francisco Bay Conservation and 
Development C:o~nmission (I3CI)C) as a condition o f  approval o f  I'cr~nit M91-38 (Belmonr Lo/ 15 rrnd 
Bike Troil). Pcrniit M94-38 allowed for tlie construction oft l ie parking lot improvements (paving, fencing, 
drainage, lighting, landscaping) ant1 the design o f  tlie bike trail. I3CDC landscaping guidelines required 
the use ofnativc plantings in hurfcr arcas along the slough and adjacent to tlic walking path to mitigatc for 
any pro.jecl-rclated impacts. 

No  new physical improvcmcnts arc proposed as part o f  this proicct, and tlic prcviously approvcd parking 
area improvcmcnts would remain as they were originally constructc~l. Thus, 110 impact would result rrom 
the project. 


