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Staff Report  

OLD BUSINESS: LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT SELECTION 
   

 
Honorable Mayor and Council Members:   
 
Summary 
The Parks and Recreation Department has selected landscape architects for both the Davey Glen 
and Semeria park projects and has received permission to sign professional services agreements 
with the selected firms. 
 
Background
On November 5, 2008 the City Council unanimously approved (5-0) Resolution 10071 and 
10072 authorizing the City Manager to enter into a Professional Services Agreement for 
Landscape Architect services for Davey Glen and Semeria Parks. City staff solicited proposals 
from Landscape Architect firms for park planning and design services.  On January 9, 2009 staff 
received four proposals from qualified firms for consideration.  The following firms submitted 
proposals: 
 

1. Cottong and Taniguchi Landscape Architects 
2. John Cahalan Landscape Architect 
3. Tanaka Design Group Landscape Architects 
4. Kikuchi & Associates Landscape Architects 

 
Discussion
City staff established criteria for evaluating the submitted proposals.  For the Davey Glen 
project, Jonathan Gervais, Daniel Ourtiague and George Brunson served on the selection panel.  
For the Semeria project Karl Mittelstadt, Daniel Ourtiague and George Brunson served on the 
selection panel.  Each proposal was rated on four factors including completeness, creativity, 
similar experience, and cost. Each factor was given a numerical value and weighted equally in 
the selection process. The reviewers rated each proposal individually and then met to discuss the 
merits of each proposal and count up the scores. The proposal with the highest number of points 
was selected for each project. Through this process, staff has selected Cottong and Taniguchi, 
Landscape Architects for park planning and design services of Davey Glen Park and John 
Cahalan Landscape Architect for Semeria Park. The following is a list of municipalities that 
Cottong and Taniguchi have done work for in the past:  
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o City of Piedmont 
o City of San Jose 
o San Jose Redevelopment Agency 
o City of Menlo Park 
o City of San Mateo 

 
The following is a list of municipalities that John Cahalan has done work for in the past.  
 

o City of San Mateo 
o City of Burlingame 
o City of Albany 
o City of San Leandro 

 
The scope of work shall include the following: 
 

• Complete site review 
Review of public records, minutes from Commission and City Council meetings, public 
utility easements, circulation patterns, site views to and from site and drainage patterns. 
 

• Meetings 
Meetings with staff, neighborhood, attend and make presentations at Commission and 
City Council meetings 
 

• Conceptual Design 
Prepare conceptual designs for Commission and Council presentation including a base 
schematic leaving the property open space, and providing overlays (for Davey Glen) to 
include options for passive and active components 
 

• Final Design 
Revise conceptual design for final design presentation to Commissions and City Council 
 

• Construction Cost Estimates 
Prepare cost estimates based on design 
 

• Construction Documents 
Prepare construction plans and specifications 
 

• Bidding and Construction Administration 
Review submittals, site and construction review 

 
General Plan/Vision Statement 
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• We connect with each other in all kinds of gathering places.  
• Our natural surroundings inspire us to play, create, and contemplate.  
• Our playgrounds and athletic fields are of high quality and in high gear.  

 
 
Fiscal Impact
For Davey Glen Park, the amount for Landscape Architect services is $52,080 with a ten 10 
percent contingency of $5,208. The design and construction will be funded from the Planned 
Park account.  Staff will look for opportunities to get grant funding for the project. 
 
For the Semeria Park, the amount for Landscape Architect services is $40,130 with a ten 10 
percent contingency of $4,013. The City of Belmont has $288,000 available from Proposition 40, 
State Park Bond of 2002, of which 25% or $72,000 can be used towards the design and 
administration of a project. The remaining balance can be used towards construction costs. 
 
Public Contact
Posting of City Council agenda 
 
Recommendation
The item is presented as an update. 
 
Alternatives
None 
 
Attachments 
None 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
____________________     
Jonathan Gervais      
Parks and Recreation Director    
          
 
Staff Contact: 
Jonathan Gervais, Parks and Recreation Director 
650-595-7441 
jgervais@belmont.gov
 
 

mailto:dourtiague@belmont.gov
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